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Proceedings  of  the  Rutland  County  Historical  Society 


SEMI-ANNUAL    MEETING    HELD    IN    CASTLETON,    ON    MONDAY,    JAN- 
UARY,  1G,   1882. 


The  society  met  in  the  vestry  of  the 
Congregational  Church. 

Barnes  Frisbie,  president,  in  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  ottered  by  the  Rev.  John  P. 
Denicrritt. 

The  following  relics  were  exhibited: 
A  powder  horn,  by  A.  E.  Knapp,  of  Poult- 
ney,  the  property  of  his  cousin,  A.  M. 
Knapp,  of  the  same  town;  it  was  made 
by  his  great  grandfather,  Justus  Knapp, 
of  Saratoga  Springs,  and  a  minute  man  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  also  pre- 
sented several  copies  of  newspapers  of 
remote  date.  A.  R.  Draper  exhibited  98 
coins  selected  from  his  collection  of  725; 
they  commenced  about  200  years  15.  C, 
and  extended  down  to  the  present  time. 
Some  of  the  specimens  were  very  tine.  Dr. 
J.  Sanford  read  some  old  ball  cards  73 
years  old. 

Win.  Griffith  read  an  article  on  the  slate 
industry  of  Rutland  county. 

L.  B.  Smith  read  an  article  on  the  "  Rise 
and  Progress  of  the  Marble  Industry  of 
Rutland  County." 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved  That  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Rutl  mil  County  Historical  Society,  dur- 
ing the  first  year  of  its  existence,  includ- 
ing the  papers  read  at  the  centennial  cel- 
ebration of  the  organization  of  Rutland 
county,  sh  ill  In'  iin  ncdiately  published  in 
book  form,  and  be  it  fmthei 

Resolved,  That  Henrv  Clark  and  L.  W. 
Reddington,  of  Rutland,  he  authorized  to 
compile  and  publish  the  same. 

B.  W.  Hurt  moved  to  have  a  committee 
appointed  to  draft  resolutions  on  thedeath 
of  Joseph  Joslin,  vice-president  of  this  so- 
ciety. The  moth. n  prevailed,  and  L.  W. 
Reddington,   .lames  Sanford   and    R.    (\. 


Reed  were  appointed  and  instructed  to 
report  at  the  evening  session. 

The  following  new  members  were  elect- 
ed :  Nathan  T.  Spragueand  A.  R.  Draper, 
of  Brandon;  L.  B.  Smith,  John  P.  De- 
merritt,' Abel  E,  Leavenworth  ami  B.  W. 
Burt,  of  Casfleton  ;  R.  C.  Reed,  of  Fair- 
Haven  ;  Kiel  Hollister,  and  Marshal 
Brown,  of  I'awlet,  and  A.  E.  Knapp  and 
Win.  Griffith,  of  Ponltney. 

Hiel  Hollister  presented  an  article  on 
slate   business    in  the   town   of    Pawlet, 
which  was  read  by  L.  W.  Reddington. 
EVENIXG  EXERCISES—  7  P.    M. 

The  committee  on  resolutions  being 
called  upon  to  make  their  report,  stated 
that  they  were  not  prepared,  audit  was 
voted  to  defer  their  report  until  the  an- 
nual meeting. 

Dr.  James  Sanford  read  an  article  on  the 
"  Reminiscences  of  the  War  of  1812,  per- 
taining to  Castleton." 

Prof.  Abel  E.  Leavenworth  read  an  ad- 
dress on  "Vermont  at  Richmond."  After 
the  address  he  exhibited  numerous  me- 
mentoes that  he  brought  home  from  the 
war ;  among  them  were:  a  seal  with  which 
confederate  bonds  were  stamped;  a  branch 
of  palmetto  which  he  obtained  from  the 
abandonedtreasuryhuildinjr at  Richmond; 
a  primary  school  book  used  by  the  con- 
federate children;  pieces  of  Rebel  and 
Union  war  vessels;  and  several  other  rel- 
ics equally  interesting. 

The  exercises  of  the  evening  were  in- 
terspersed with  patriotic  war  songs  and 
anthems  by  a  choir,  consisting  of  Joseph 
S.  Dutton,  M.  B.  Dewey,  E.  II.  Ann- 
strong  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Hurley. 


The  meeting  was  the  largest  since  its  these  subjects  are  gathered  up  soon,  much 
organization,  and  the  interest  manifested  that  is  now  of  great  interest  will  he  lost. 
in  its  labor  seems  to  be  on  the  increase.  It  is  the  design  of  the  society  to  publish 
The  three  subjects  upon  which  the  atten-  the  first  year's  labors  in  one  volume,  and 
tion  of  the  society  is  now  turned,  viz:  the  Slate,  Marble  and  War  contributions 
Slate,  Marble  and  War  Reminiscences,  in  a  second  volume.  Those  who  are  in- 
must  be  very  near  to  the  people  of  Rut-  terested  in  such  works  are  invited  to  aid 
land   county,  and   unless  the   history  of  in  their  prosecution. 


(Paper  read  by  Hon.  L.  B.  Smith,  Castleton,  Vt.) 

Rise  and  Progress  of  the  Marble  Industry  in  Rutland 
County,  Vermont. 


The  crystaliue  limestones  of  Vermont, 
are  among  the  earliest  of  the  sedimenta- 
ry rocks,  and  belong-  in  the  geological  se- 
ries, to  the  Trenton  period  of  the  sibire- 
an era.  These  thick  bedded  stratas  of 
limestone,  at  the  period  of  their  forma- 
tion, must  have  been  laid  down  in  hori- 
zontal layers,  at  the  bottom  of  compara- 
tively quiet  waters.  At  the  same  period, 
this  characteristic  rock  was  being  formed 
over  a  wide  extent,  and  in  massive  depths 
on  the  surface  of  the  submerged  earth. 
In  order  to  avo'd  misunderstanding,  I  will 
here  say,  that  all  limestones  are  not  mar- 
ble; nevertheless,  without  lime,  there  can 
be  no  marble.  There  is,  in  this,  as  in 
other  countries,  much  that  is  called  mar- 
ble, which  lacks  the  requisite  constitu- 
ents to  be  properly  denominated  as  such. 
The  intermingling  of  an  undue  propor- 
tion of  magnesia,  with  lime,  is  magnesian 
limestone,  or  dolomite.  The  vast  deposit 
in  Rutland  county,  known  as  Eolean 
limestone,  is  a  true  marble,  being  com- 
posed almost  exclusively  of  carbonate  of 
lime,  in  crystaliue  form.  In  its  present 
position,  the  marble  iu  Rutland  county, 
giving  evidence  of  great  disturbance,  is 
due  to  the  Appalachian  system  of  up- 
heaval, and  the  effect  of  denudation,  by 
water  or  ice.  Originally  lying  beneath 
the  vast  accumulation  of  the  later  formed 
rocks;  it  could  come  to  the  surface  only 
through  convulsive  agency,  or  by  the  ero- 
sive force  of  moving  ice  or  water.'  Otter 
Creek  flows  through  a  valley  of  denuda- 
tion, but  at  West  Rutland,  the  marble  is 
tilted  up  between  the  changed  or  meta- 
inorphic  rocks  of  the  Green  .Mountain  se- 
ries on  the  east,  and  the  Taconic  system 
on  the  west  side  of  the  valley. 


Time  will  not  permit  to  dwell  upon  the 
many  and  various  kinds  of  marble  known 
to  commerce,  or  even  to  enumerate  those 
of  distinctive  character,  produced  in  our 
own  country.  Therefore  in  this  first  pa- 
per of  a  contemplated  series,  the  discus- 
sion will  be  confined  in  a  great  measure, 
to  the  general  subject,  involving  the 
early  development  of  the  marble  indus- 
try, within  the  county  of  Rutland.  Aim- 
ing to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  more  com- 
prehensive historical  investigation  of  the 
whole  subject,  leaving  the  later  and 
more  extensive  development  of  the  mar- 
ble trade  and  production,  for  some  future 
period.— 

Among  the  earliest  pioneers  in  the  pro- 
duction and  sale  of  marble  in  Rutland 
county,  was  Eiios  Clark,  Esq.,  of  Tin- 
mouth,  or  Middletown.  Mr.  Clark  pro- 
cured marble  from  a  quarry  opened  and 
worked  in  the  town  of  Tinmouth.  previ- 
ous to  1800.  This  quarry  furnished  both 
white  and  blue  marble;  was  situated  on 
the  land  thei  owned  by  Elisha  Andrns, 
in  the  north  part  of  the  town.  Marble 
had  been  procured  from  the  Andrus 
quarry  as  early  as  1707,  and  we  learn  by 
authentic  record,  that  in  1708  Gen.  Clark 
of  Middletown  was  associated  with  Euos 
Clark,  in  the  business  of  stone  cutting, 
procuring  marble  for  various  purposes, 
from  a  quarry  in  Tinmouth  some  four 
miles  from  Middletown  village.  The 
marble  wrought  and  sold  by  them  at  this 
early  period,  was  mostly  used  for  build- 
ing purposes,  as  mantels,  oyeu  dues,  etc. 
But  in  1807  they  furnished  marble  to 
Thos.  Wilmot  of  Fairhaven,  and  one 
Todd  of  Poultney,  and  to  other  parties 
along  the  border,    and    in    eastern    New 
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York.  Some  of  this  was  thin  marble  Cemstocks  Landing,  on  the  Champlain 
wrought  by  hand  for  grave  stones,  etc.  Canal,d>eing  tlie  most  convenient  point 
The  above  parties  continued  to  manufac-  of  shipment,  thirty-three  miles  from  Tin- 
tine  ami  sell  marble  from  the  Ambus  mouth.  Ami  the  purchasers  who  were 
quarry  until  1822.  About  that  time  Gen.  in  the  marble  business  at  that  period 
Clark  purchased  what ;  was  known  as  the  throughout  the  then  west,  were  mostly 
Salsbury  quarry,  then  lately  opened  poor,  and  although  very  ready  to  buy, 
nearer  to  Middletown.  but  in  the  town  of  were  unable  to  p»y.  There  is  a  great 
Tinnioiitii.  The  marble  from  this  quarry  abundance  of  blue  marble,  a  very  popu- 
was  white  am}  of  very  tine  quality,  much  lur.  variety  at  the  present  time,  both  at 
like  the  marble  procured  at  West  Rut-  the  old  Audrus  quarry  and  in  other  parts  .1 
land,  and  no  doubt  of  equal  value,  had  it  •  of  the  town  of  Timmmth,  of  excellent 
been  worked  to  a  reasonable  depth.  quality  and    very    line   crystaline    grain. 

In  the  year  1825,    Gen.    Clark    built    a  Beautifully  variegated  and  clouded  .va- 

mill  for  sawing   marble,    on    the    laud   of  defies  may  be  found  in  use  at    this   rime, 

Johnathan    Brewer,     the    machinery    of  in  Middletown,  Poultney  and  Fahhaven. 

which  was  driven   by  water  power    fur-  and  also  at  the  residence  of  Hiram   Ains- 

nished  from  a    large  spring   on   elevated  worth,  Esq.,  of  Castleton.      These   niar- 

grouud  some  fifteen   roils  distant,    con-  bles  although  Ions'  in  use,  arc  in    a  good 

ducted   through   a  spout,  and   delivered  state  of  preservation,  and   will  compare 

upon  an.  overshot   wheel,   thirty   feet  in  quite  favorably  with  any  blue  or  clouded 

diameter.    This  mill  contained  two  gangs  marble  yet  discovered  in  Rutland  county. 

and  one  whip  saw.     The  business  of  saw-  In  the  compilation  of  the  above  statistics 

iug  and  selling  marble     from    this    mill  in  regard  to  early  operations  in  Tinmouth 

and  the  Salsbury  quarry    was   continued  and  Middletown,  I  have  been  greatly  ns- 

from  year  to  year,  until  1840,    when    find-  sisted  by  the  generous  aid    of    the    Hon. 

ing  it  improbable,  it  was  abandoned.  Merritt  (.'lark  of  Poultney,  and    by  refer- 

A  marble  mill  was  built  hi  Middletown  ence  to  the  books  of  the  late  Gen.   Jonas 

in  1833,  by  Marcus  Stoddard;  its   location  Clark  of  Middletown. 

was  about  two  miles  west  of  the  Ambus  The  earliest  effort  at  producing  marble 
quarry!  and  it  contained  one  gang  of  in  the  town  of  Dauby,  of  which  there  is 
saws,  and  one  whip  saw.  Procuring  the  any  authentic  record,  was  about  1827.  In 
blocks  from  the  quarries  in  Tinmouth,  that  year  a  small  quarry  was  opened,  and 
and  hauling  the  s.iwed  marble  to  the  ca-  a  mill  erected  in  Dan  by,  by  John  M. 
nal  so  crippled  the.  enterprise  that  it  soon  Sowle-  In  1833,  .lames  Lincoln  quarried 
broke  down  and  the  null  was  suffered  to  marble,  and  sold  gravestones  from  that 
decay  in  idleness,  a  striking  memorial  of  town  in  a  small  way.  Very  little  was 
the  wants  of  that  part  of  the  country,  done,  however,  until  1837.  In  that  year 
some  cheaper  way.  to  get  their  product  to  William  W.  Kelly  and  brother  coin- 
market.  The  marble  produced  from  the  inenced  quarrying  marble  in  Danby,  and 
Tinmouth  quarries  between  1833  ami  1840  sold  the  blocks  to  A.  W.  Hyde  of  Castle:  . 
was  mostly  sold  in  Central  New  York,  in  ton.  The  marble  produced  at  the  Kelly 
Utica,  Auburn,  and  other  towns  cast  and  quarry  previous  ami  up  to  1840,  was  haul- 
west,  and  some  found  it-  way  through  ed  by  teams  to  Poultney,  and  sawn  at  a 
the  Champlain  and  Hue  Canals,  and  by  marble  mill,  situated  near  when-  Mark 
the  lakes  as  far  west  as  Detroit  imd  Ann  Lewis  now  lives.  From  thence  the  slab-. 
Arbor  in  Michigan.  were   transported    in    the    same   way   to 

The  principal  reason   for  not  continu-  Whitehall,    and    shipped    by    canal   and 

ing  the    production   and  side  of  marble  lake,  its  sold,  to  supply    the    rapidly    in- 

from  the  quarries  and  mills  in   Tinmouth  creasing  demand  in   the    glowing    West. 

and  Middletown    may   be   found   in   the  In  1849  the  Kelly  brothers  built  a   marble 

great    expense    of.  land    transportation,  mill  at    Danby    Borough,    which    is  still 
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standing  though  unused.  More  quarries  marble  dealers  in  Danhy,  have  been  n- 
were  opened  and  the  third  mill  erected  in  nancially  successful.  In. the  class  men- 
the  town  about  184:'..-  Thus.  Symington  tioncd  as  the  few,  are  the  Kelleys,  Grif- 
of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  came  to  Dauby,  fith,  and  Loren  S,  Waldo,  the  last  oper- 
and purchased  the  marble  interest  be-  ator  in  the  town  of  Danhy.  Marble 
longing  to  Wm.  W.  Kelly  and  brothers,  quarries  have  been  opened  and  worked 
and  carried  on  the  business  of  quarrying  in  the  towns  of  Wallingford  and  Claren- 
aud  sawing  marble,  to  sell  to  the  trade,  .Ion,  two  in  the  former  and  one  in  the 
quite  extensively  for  about  six  years.  hitter.  The  business  on  these  quarries 
About  1849  Win.  W.  Kclley  again  enter-  Tiax  never  been  carried  on  to  any  great 
ed  the  Held,  erected  another  mill,  and  extent,  and  only  one  of  them  is  being 
carried  on  quarrying  and  sawing  marble  worked  at  this  time.  Yet  there  is  no 
some  years,  and  then  sold  to  Blake  and  lack  of  marble  in  the  rock  formation  of 
Barney,  of  S wanton,   Vt.    They  contin-  these  towns. 

ued  the' same  business  for  about  two  The  deposit,  of  marble  in  the  northern 
years,  when  the  property  again  reverted  part  of  the  county,  although  of  vast  pro- 
toW.  W.  Kelly,  and  was  consolidated  portion,  is  not  as  reliable  in  regard  to 
with  the  property  of  Thos.  Symington,  in  soundness  as  in  some  other  sections. 
a  stock  company.  The  stock  was  pur  But  marble  is  manufactured  from  the 
chased  by  several  gentlemen  of  New  Brandon  quarries,  of  exceeding  purity, 
York,  John  B.  Page  and  others  of  Ver-  very  tine  grained,  and  fully  equal  to  any 
inont.  This  stock  company  conducted  a  marble  in  the  world.  The  early  develop- 
large  business  for  some  years,  ami  then  inent  and  working  of  marble  quarries  in 
leased  their  property  to  Loren  S.  Waldo,  the  towns  of  Pittsford  and  Brandon, 
for  a  term  of  years.  The  terms  of  his  opens  wide  a  Held  for  investigation  and 
lease,  being  liberal,  enabled  him  to  make  can  be  but  slightly  eliminated  at  this  time, 
a  decided  success  in  the  business,  which  Many  quarries  have  been  opened  and 
he  continued  to  carry  on  till  1870,  when  worked  in  both  towns,  one  as  early  as 
his  lease  having  expired,  the  marble  bus-  1810  in  Brandon,  and  another  about  181C. 
iness  terminated  in  Dauby.  No  marble  Openings  in  Pittsford  are  of  a  later  date, 
has  been  produced  for  sale  in  the  town  Some  of  the  quarries  in  these  towns  c-On- 
since  that  date.  thine  to  be  worked  with    varying  success 

Many  small  quarries  have  been  opened  to  the  present  time. 
in  Dauby,  most  of  them  during  the  The  town  of  Pittsford  contains  marble 
"period  of  successful  operations  by  the  over  a  wider  extent  of  territory  than  any 
larger  concerns.  I.  M.  Fish  and  Allen  other  town  of  Rutland  county.  Much  of  the 
Conger,  opened  a  quarry  in  1843,  John  T.  surface  indications  are  fragmentary,  and 
Griffith,  associated  with  others,  built  a  but  two  quarries  are  worked,  to  much 
mill  and  dealt,  in  marble,  in  1S4;>.  In  1846  extent,  in  the  town  at  present.  Several 
Stimson,  Hopkins  and  Rogers  opened  a  others  have  been  opened  and  partially 
quarry  and  built  a  mill.  Their  business  developed,  the  character  of  which  is  eon- 
proving  unprofitable,  the  mill  passed  into  sidered  quite  promising,  and  a  large 
the  hands  of  A.  &  A.  Kelly,  who  run  it  amount  of  marble,  will,  no  doubt,  even- 
successfully  for  four  years,  obtaining  a  tually,  be  produced  from  the  locality  un- 
supply    of    marble    from    the   Tinniouth  der consideration. 

quarries.     Among    the    names   of    those  Rutland   is  now,  and  has  been  for   sev- 

\vho  dealt  in  marble  in  the  town  of    Dan-  eral  years,  the  centre  of  the   marble   j„- 

by  between  184-")  and  1M0  appear  the   fob  dustry  of  this  county  and  the  State.    The 

lowing:  Geo.  F.  Kelly,  Hiram  Kelly,  Win.  vast,  magnitude  of  the    production    ami 

•Johnson,  Hiram  P.    (iriflifh,    and   a    gen-  trade,  growing  out    of   this   very    impor- 

tlenian,  by  name,  Walker,  from  Salem,  X.  taut  industry  at  Rutland    will  call  for  de- 

V.      But  tew  among  lh- large  number   of  tailed  statistics   in  a  second    paper.       At 


the  present  time,  we  can  only  glance  at 
its  earliest  developement.  Very  little  had 
been  done  towards  utilizing  the  magnifi- 
cent source  of,  wealth  contained  in  the 
bosom  bf.hfcr"iiills  till  after  1840. 

Up  to  that  time  the  rich  deposit  of  the 
purest  marble,  had  lam,  almost  unno- 
ticed, in  the  valley  at  West,  Rutland1. 
About  that  date  two  brothers  by  the 
name  of  Ward  \Tere  laboriously  splitting 
off  fragments  from  the  surface  rocks  that 
formed  the  outcrop  of  the  marble,  near 
the  base  of  the  lulls,  that  cover  the  de- 
posit on  the  east;  shaping  these  frag- 
ments by  hand,  and  letterinff  them  for 
grave  stones,  as  the  demand  of  their 
neighbors  called  for  them,  to  mark  the 
resting  place  of  kindred  or  friend. 

Of  so  little  value  was  the  barren  hill- 
side considered,  where  now  are  located 
twelve  quarries,  in  successful  operation, 
with  millions  of  capital  invested,  that 
1  but  a  few  years  before  the  marble  indus- 
try of  West  Rutland  was  inaugurated, 
the  greater  part  of  the  territory,  now  cov- 
ered by  the  quarries,  was  sold  for  the 
consideration  of  a  third-rate  horse.  Where 
now  is  heard  the  constant  clang  of  steel, 
in  the  quarries  ;  the  noise  of  escaping 
steam  from  forty  engines  beneath  the 
surface  ;  and  the  rasping  sound  of  two 
thousand  saws,  as  they  cut  the  marble 
into  slabs;  aiid  all  accompanied  by  the 
deep  toned  voice  of  mighty  engines  on 
the  surface  that  put  in  motion  acres  of 
machinery ;  was  in  18;3o  the  peaceful 
home  of  native  sheeD  that  for  their  own 
safety  needed  to  be  shod,  or  armed  with  a 
nose  of  steel. 

One  of  the  earliest  pioneers  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  marble  industry  at 
West  Rutland,  was  the  late  Smith  Sher- 
man, Esq.,  of  Castleton.  He  opened  and 
worked  a  quarry  on  lands  of  Benjamin 
Blanchard,  about  one  mile  south  of  the 
present  important  quarries,    before  any- 

these  quarries  are  now  located.  In  the 
immediate  vicinity  Mr.  A.  W.  Hyde  &. 
Co.  shortly  after  made  another  opening 
on  the  same  vein.  Both  parties  sawed 
their  marble  at  their  own  mills  in  Castle- 


ton and  Hydeville.  Others  have  since 
expended  large  sums  near  the  old  Sher- 
man and  Hyde  quarries  on  the  south-west 
side  of  the  valley  to  no  profitable  pur- 
pose, as  all  the  openings  on  that  side 
have,  long  since  been  abandoned  for  the 
more  promising  outcrop  to  the  north  ami 
east. 

The  territory  on  which  six  of  the  quar- 
ries are  located  was  in  1820  purchased  by 
one  of  the  older  residents  of  Rutland,  by 
the  name  of  Hale,  consisting  of  thir- 
teen acres,  bounded  on  the  'east  by  the 
west  line  of  the  Goodrich  farm,  and  ex- 
tending some  rods  into  the  cedar  swamp, 
on  the  west,  including  the  sidehill,  at  the 
base  of  which  are  the  present  important 
quarries.  The  price  paid  for  this  land 
by  Mr.  Hale  was  .§12  per  acre,  and  was 
bought  for  the  valuable  cedar  timber 
contained  in  the  swamp.  In  1829  the 
property  was  sold  to  one  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  West  Rutland  for  8100,  and  paid 
for  in  sap  tubs  and  hoop  poles,  the  tim- 
ber for  which  was  obtained  in  the 
swamp. 

In  1832  the  father  of  the  late  William 
F.  Barnes  quarried  marble  on  what  is 
now  the  property  of  the  Vermont  Marble 
Company.  He  was  a  practical  stone  cut- 
ter, and  procured  the  stock  used  in 
his  business,  from  a  small  hole  near  » 
brook  that  runs  across  the  territory,  pro- 
curing stock  at  that  place  for  four  or  live 
years,  when  finding  the  process  of  quar- 
rying becoming  very  difficult  he  conclud- 
ed he  had  taken  out  all  the  marble  of  any 
value  in  that  locality,  and  abandoning 
the  whole  business,  he  emigrated  to  Ohio. 

On  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Barnes,  sen., 
the  property  rell  into  the  hands  of  the 
son,  William  F.  who  proved  to  be  the 
real  pioneer  or  founder  of  the  most  im- 
portant industry  yet  introduced  within 
the  limits  of  Rutland  county.  Mr.  Barnes 
commenced  where  his  father  left  off,  and 

gaged  winters  burning  charcoal  in  the 
woods,  in  order  to  obtain  money,  as  his 
friends  said,  to  throw  into  a  fool's  hole 
in  the  ground  during  the  summer.  He 
soon  made  the  opening  deep  enough   to 


satisfy  his  own  mind  of  the  fact  in  re-  hauled  cither  to  Clarendon  Springs 
gavd  to  hidden  wealth,  a  little  deeper  to  be  sawn  in  a  mill  owned 
down,  and  being  determined  on  perse-  by- Oriu  Taylor,  or  to  Hydeville  to  be 
verair-e,  Mr.  Barnes  solicited  aid  of  A.  sawn  and  sold  by  A.  W.  Hyde  who  had  a 
\V.  Hyde,  Esi[.,  of  Castleton  offering  Mr.  marble  mill  at  that  place,  hi  1849  or  1850 
Hyde  one  half  of  his  marble  property  at  the  old  Mining  Co.  was  absorbed  in  a  new- 
West  Rutland  for  the  sum  of  $250;  Mr.  Co.,  under  the  title  of  Sheldons,  Morgan 
Hvde  however  saw  no  promise  of  the  &  Slason.  They  immediately  erected  a 
fruit  that  has  since  ripened,  but  consent-  large  mill  near  their  quarry,  enlarged 
ed  to  loan  Mr.  Barnes  $300  on  the  secnri-  their  production,  and  with  the  aid  of  rail- 
ty  of  the  whole.  The  money  obtained  roads,  about  that  time  completed,  gave 
from  Mr.  Hyde,  enabled  Barnes  to  de-  an  impetus  to  the  marble  trade  of  Rut- 
monstrate  the  great  value  of  the  proper-  land  county  that  has  not  yet  been  lost. 
ty,  even  far  beyond  what  his  imagination  A.  W.  Hvde,  Esci.,  Smith  Sherman  and 
had  conc'ieved,  and  to  produce  more  Moses  Jaekman  were  all  pioneers  in  the 
than  enough  of  merchantable  marble  to  marble  business,  residents  of  Castleton. 
repay  the  loan  obtained  from  Mr.  Hyde.  They  early  became  interested  in  the  trade 
Just  about  this  time  William  V.  Ripley  and  all  of  them  were  owners  of  quarries 
came  to  Rutland  from  Baltimore,  Md.,  at  West  Rutland,  and  all  have  passed 
ami  having  abundant  means  he  offered  away.  The  mantle  of  the  venerable 
Mr.  Barnes  all  the  aid  he  needed,  built  Smith  Sherman,  fell  upon  his  son,  Carlos 
what  was  then  considered  a  large  mill  for  S.  Sherman,  our  energetic  and  successful 
sawing  marble  at  Centre  Rutland,  enter-  townsman,  who  still  continues  in  the  pro- 
ed.into  co-partnership  with  Mr.  Barnes,  duction  and  sale  of  marble  from  the  quar- 
and  thus  started  the  marble  business  of  ries  at  West  Rutland. 
West  Rutland  on  the  high  road  to  pros-  There  was  a  large  opening  made;  in 
perity.  the  marble  deposit  near  Sutherland  Falls 
The  first  attempt  to  saw  marble  near  before  1840,  and  was  abandoned  for  many 
West  Rutland  was  made  at  a  small  mill  years.  After  the  completion  of  the  Rut- 
built  on  a  stream  about  one  mile  south  of  land  &  Burlington  railroad,  work  was 
the  village.'  The  projector  of  the  enter-  resumed  upon  the  old  quarry  at  that  place, 
prise,  not  having  any  knowledge  of  the  And  by  the  use  of  large  capital  and  en- 
process,  applied  to  the  work  steel  saws  ergetic  management  this  quarry  soon  lie- 
having  teeth.  The  teeth  unavoidably  come  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  pro- 
were  worn  off  before  much  impression  titable  quarries  in  the  county.  There  are 
was  made  upon  the  block  of  marble,  and  other  qnarries  along  the  valley  of  Otter 
the  teeth  must  of  necessity  be  often  re-  Creek,  but  all  of  a  more  recent  date,  and 
newed.  This  being  before  the  science  of  do  not  come  within  the  scope  of  this  pa- 
dentistry  had  reached  its  present  state  of  per. 

perfection,  the  process  of  renewing  teeth  The  completion  of  railroads  offering 
was  laborious  and  costly,  and  thai  rneth-  facilites  for  the  shipment  of  the  marble 
od  was  abandoned,  never  to  be  renewed  from  Rutland  and  along  theh  route,  sav- 
in that  locality.  ed  the  marble  business  from  the  fate  of 
The  early  predecessors  of  the  present  the  operations  in  Tiumouth,  and  opened 
firm  of  Sheldon  &  Sons  were' known  as  the  way  I'or  unlimited  expansion  in  the 
"Thr  West  Rutland  Mining  Co.  I  >n  production  and  trade  in  marble, 'and  at 
their  property  a  very  tine  quarry  was  ful-  once  established  on  an  adamantine  foun- 
ly  developed  before  1847,  and  the  blocks  dation,  this  great  and  important  industry 
from    their    quarry      were     up     to    1*4!)  of  Rutland  county,  Vermont. 


(Paper  read  by  Wm.  Griffith,  Esq.,  Ponltney,  Yt.) 

New  York  and  Vermont  Slate  Industries. 


Having  been  invited  by  the  officers  of 
the  Rutland  County  Historical  Society  to 
prepare  and  read  a  paper  on  this  occa- 
sion, on  the  subject  of  our  Slate  Indus- 
tries in  tin's  county,  I  infer  that  what  is 
expected  of  me  is  a  historical  article  ;  and 
wlyvle  I  am  ready  to  comply  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  ability,  it  will  be  read- 
ily seen  by  those  who  have  a  general 
knowledge  of  this  subject,  that  an  ex- 
haustive history  cannot  he  given  in  a  pa- 
per, for  which  there  would  !><•  time  to 
read  only  at  one  meeting;  therefore,  I 
have  concluded  to  offer  the  following 
which  may  make  a  chapter  in  the  full 
history  of  the  development  of  this  impor- 
tant industry,  when  fully  brought  out, 
which  I  hope  ere  long,  will  be. 

Says  the  Poultnev  History  :  "  The  slate 
regiou  extends  iron*  Benson,  in  Rutland 
county,  to  Salem.  X.  V.,  and  includes 
Fairhaven,  Castleton,  Poultnev,  Wells 
and  Pawlet  in  Vermont,  and  Salem,  Mid- 
dle Granville.  Granville  and  Hampton, 
jn  the  State  of  Xcw  York."  This  history 
was  written  in  the  year  1S7.">,  and  it  is  now 
claimed  that  the  slate  rock  runs  through 
the  town  of  Benson  ;  if  so,  we  shall  look 
soon  for  its  development  there. 

I  well  understand  the  facts  relating  to 
the  first  discovery  of  slate,  and  the  begin- 
ning of  quarrying  and  manufacture  can- 
not be  omitted  in  a  complete  history,  but 
this  essential  part  of  it  must  in  great  part 
come  hereafter. 

Says  a  gentleman  who  is  good  authori- 
ty on  this  subject :  About  the  year  1845, 
the  idea  that  slate  was  valuable  took 
possession  of  the  minds  of  several  men  in 
Castleton.  II.  Ainsworrh,  I).  H.  Haw- 
kins and  F.  \V.  Whitloek  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  ciphering  slate.  About 
the  vearisi:).  Deacon  Rannev,  who  own- 
ed a  farm    on    Scotch    Hill.     Fairhaven, 


where  now  are  located  the  Scotch  Hill 
slate  quarries,  in  using  the  slate  for  some 
purpose  found  that  it  would  split  in  thin 
slabs.  The  question  revolved  in  his  mind, 
why  cannot  this  stone  be  split  and  used 
for  roofing  in  the  place  of  Welsh  slate 
now  imported  ?  This  idea  took  strong 
hold  of  his  mind  ;  he  went  to  the  store  of 
A.  Allen  and  told  him  of  his  thoughts. 
Mr.  Allen  was  so  strongly  impressed  that 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  Kanney, 
for  the  purpose  of  developing  the  Scotch 
Hill  deposits.  In  a  few  years  Mr.  Allen 
leased  the  quarry,  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  a  practical  slater  from  Troy, 
X.  Y.,  by  the  name  of  Chisby  ;  the  work- 
was  then  vigorously  prosecuted.  Col.  A. 
Allen  afterward  purchased  the  farm  of 
Jonathan  Capen,  opened  a  quarry  now 
owned  by  I.  ('.  Allen.  In  l&JO  William 
and  John  11.  Williams  then  of  Hydeville, 
(now  living  one  mile  south  of  Poultnev 
village)  and  John  Humphrey,  three 
Welshmen  and  the  first  Welshman  to  en- 
gage in  the  slate  business  in  this  county, 
leased  a  parcel  of  land  in  the  place  now 
known  as  Cookville,  located  about  three 
miles  north  of  Hydeville.  and  opened  a 
slate  quarry  there  and  worked  it  for  a 
short  time,  then  sold  their  interest  to  J. 
C.  Clement  of  Hydeville.  A.  Raines  of 
West  Rutland  and  Rockwood  Barrett  of 
Rutland,  who  organized  themselves  un- 
der the  name  of  the  "Western  Vermont 
Slate  Quarry  Co."  About  the  year  16W2. 
Xewel  Sturtevaut  of  Boston,  purchased 
the  Kinney  farm  at  West  Castleton.  then 
known  as  Screwdriver.     Up  to   this  time 

In  18.V2  a  charter  was  granted  by  the  Leg- 
islature, and  the  West  Castleton  R.  1,'.  & 
Slate  Co.,  was  organized  and  a  mill  erect- 
ed.      Here     c enced    the    business    of 

marblcizius  slate:    R.    Hanger  an    Fug- 


lishman,  who  had  learned  in  En-land  tlio  quarries  (they  opened  several)  have  been 
artofmarblcizing  slate,  went  there  and  worked  since.  Mr.  Hugh  G.  Hughes  now 
the  business  of  niarhleizing  was  then  has  possession  of  those  quarries  opened 
started.  About  the  same  year,  1852,  says  by  Hooker  &  Son,  and  lias  some  years 
the  Poidtney  History  ;  "John  Humphrey  mul  j„  ]lis  cmpl„v  !ls  mswy  as  sixtv  men, 
and  other  Welshmen  who  had  been  draw  n  ;111(|  manufacturing  wholly  roofing  slate; 
hither  by  recent  discoveries,  while  out  the  slate  are  unfading  green  and  Xo.  1  in 
prospecting,  found  the  *late  deposit  now  quality.  A  large  portion  of  them  find  a 
known  as  the  Eagle  quarry."1  Dr.  Middle-  market  in  Europe.  Mr.  Hugh  G.Hughes 
ton  Goldsmith  was  struck  with  the  slate  SiVys  ]1(.  is  til(,  discoverer  of  the  unfading 
fever,  purchased  of  John  Culver  his  farm  greeu  vein  au,i  t)l;lt  he  is  t;ie  ono  who 
and  commenced  working  what  is  known  (irstgave  the  name  unfading  <neeu  to 
as  the  Eagle  quarry  and  met  with  great  that  kind  of  slate  ;  hut  Mr.  S.E."lIooker 
success,  the  slate  were  superior.  He  now  claims  that  he  discovered  the  unfading 
organized  under  a  charter.  Mr.  Hogg  of  g-reen  vein  in  1SG0.  In  1833  what  is  known 
the  Defaulter  Iron  Works  of  New  York  ;,s  the  Earnum  quarry  was  opened,  this 
and  several  other  capitalists  took  stock,  quarry  is  located  about  a  mile  in  a  south 
then  business  was  active,  paid  well,  and  westerly  dnecth  n  from  the  Eagle  quarry 
stock  sold  well  on  the  market.  ant]  w.,s  „,„  ni.d  alin-  worked  by  William 
After  a  few  years  the  majority  of  the  L.  Faruntn  &  Son  quite  extensively  lin- 
stock came   under  the   management    of  til  about  18G8. 

A  little  north  of  Hugh  G.  Hughes's 
quarry  is  what  is  Known  as  the  Evergreen 
quarry  ;  this  deposit  was  found  by  Grif- 
fith Hughes  (a   Welshman)   in   the  year 

ney  History,  was  the  pioneer  in  quarry-  1SG(),  and  he  made  an  opening.  Mr.  Hughes 

ingaiid  manufacturuigslate.  F  \\  .  \  hit-  prosecuted  ,,is  work  for  „  timo  until    Ml, 

lock,  then  of  Castleton.  now  of  l'oultney.  ^..^.^  ^  w  A   C1;i].k  ^^  ^^ 

is  the  second  party  who  manufactured  -t\   i: 
slate  as  early  as   18-43,   and   made    from 

five  to  six  hundred  squares  of  slate  be-  At  »««»««»««  the  Vermont  Legisla- 
te he  sold  his  interest  in  1848.  His  t,m'  tli('  Evergreen  Slate  Co.,  was  incor- 
quarry  was  located  in  the  town  of  Cas-  Porntwl  1>y  :l"  ndt  apptoved  Nov.  19,  1868. 
tleton,  about  forty  rods  north  of  the  :'"<1  Ji"\"'*  Wi>well  W  A  Clark,  A„- 
north  line  of  Poultnev  and  in  the  vicinity  drew  UiU'k  :U,<1  Gnmth  Hu*,,es  xvere  the 
of  the  Eagle  quarrv.  The  first  quany  ""porators.  This  quarry  is  now  in  the 
opening  in  the  town  of  Poultney  wa  Possession  of  Mr.  K.  \n.  ^ni:  ,i  <  ,  ,i, 
made  by  Daniel  and  S.  E.  Hooker  ii 
1851  on  the  farm  then  owned  by  I).  Hook 
er,  about  three  miles  north  of  l'oultney  furnishing  nidi  stock. 
village.  Hooker  &  Son  it  has  been  uu-  South  of  the  Hooker  farm  in  l'oultney, 
derstood  were  the  third  party  to  engage  from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile,  on  the  farm  of 
in  the  slate  business  in  Vermont;  while  E.  C.  Spalding  are  now  several  open- 
William  and  John  R.  Williams  made  slate  ings.  The  first  of  them  was  made  in  18G6 
from  the  Cookville  quarry  in  1850;  there-  by  Mr.  William  J.  Jones  and  others,  but 
fore  it  will  he  seen   that  they   were  the  it  has  bet n  abandoned  for  a    number  of 

ness    in    Rutland    county.       Hooker  &  made,  there  are  only  about  three  in  oper- 

Son  made  a  few  slate  in  1851.  a  few    more  ation  ;  two  of  which  produce  purple  slate, 

in  1852,  as  they  could  dispose  of   them    to  :,ll<1  the  other  unfading  given.    The  ojjer- 

their  neighbors.     In  1854  thev  cominenc-  a  tors  are  Messrs.   Lloyd,   Owens  &    Co., 

ed  working  st.adilv.   and  their  quarry  or  and  R.  E.  Lloyd   of   Fairhaven,   and   for 


Henry  Nicoll  of  New  York,    who  erected 
a  mill  and  for  years  did  an  active  busi- 
ness there. 
The  late  Col.  A.  Allen,  says  the   Poult- 


ton,  who  is  doing  an   extensive   business 
both  in  manufacturing  rooting  slate  ami 


18 


the  Inst  few   years   tlieir   quarries   hare 
been  worked  very  extensively. 

Near  the  Spalding  quarrie .  and  in 
the  same  vicinity  are  several  openings  on 
'William  L.  Farnnm's  farm,  also  on  the 
.  Wing  farm  south  of  Spanlding's  there 
are  several  old  openings  and  but  one  of 
tlieni  now  in  operation. 

About  the  .year  1875  a  Welshman  nam- 
ed Robert  R.  Roberts,  opened  a  purple 
quarry  on  the  Ransom  farm  about  two 
miles  north  of  East  Poultney  ;  hut  very- 
soon  sold  his  interest  to  J.  J.  Jones  and 
others  of  Castleton  ;  the  quarry  is  still  in 
operation.  Two  miles  south  of  Poultney 
village  in  1864,  a  Welshman  named  Owen 
Williams,  discovered  what  is  known  as 
the  Gibson  quarry  and  worked  it  tor  a 
short  time,  when  it  came  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Schenectady  Slate  Co.,  of 
which  Mr.  G.  W.  Gibson  was  the  mana- 
ger. About  the  year  ISO'S,  another  open- 
ing was  made  by  the  same  company, 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  south-east 
of  the  first  one.  But  both  openings  have 
been  abandoned  for  nearly  eight  years. 
A  short  distance  north  of  the  Gibson  and 
Schenectady  quarries  is  what  is  known  as 
the  Horton  quarry — this  quarry  was  open- 
ed by  C.  E.  Horton  in  the  year  1871,  and 
is  now  operated  by  Robert  W.  Jones  and 
others.  Another  opening  is  now  being 
made  by  E.  E.  Lloyd  and  William  II. 
Jones  about  one  hundred  rods  north  of 
the  Horton  quarry.  In  1869,  William  and 
John  R.  Williams  discovered  what  is 
known  as  the  Green  Mountain  quarry,  on 
the  farm  of  Aaron  Lewis,  located  aliout 
one-hundred  rods  east  of  the  railroad 
track. 

The  Williams'  Brother  leased  the  land 
of  Mr.  A.  Lewis  and  subsequently  leased 
it  to  the  Green  Mountain  Slate  Co.  The 
quarry  is  now  suspended.  West  of  this 
quarry  and  near  the  R.  It.  track  are  what 
are  known  as  the  Swamp  quarries.  G. 
J.  Davis  was  the  discoverer  ol  these  quar- 
ries in  1807,  but  these  quarries  are  aban- 
doned except  the  south  one  which  is 
worked  by  William  and  John  R.  Wil- 
liams to  furnish  stock  for  their  slate  mill. 
in  the  spring  of   1872,   myself  and   Mr. 


William  Nathaniel,  discovered  what  is 
known  as  the  "Sea  Green  Vein."  The 
discovery  was  made  on  the  Asa  J.  Rogers 
farm,  about  two  and  one  half  miles  south 
of  Poultney  village.  A  perpetual  lease- 
was  secured  of  Mr.  A.  Rogers  and  others 
interested,  on  about  twenty-five  acres  of 
land,  the  12th,dayof  June,  1871.  Thesame 
vein  was  discovered  about  the  same  time 
near  Granville  Corners,  by  Evan  Jones. 
The  3d  day  of  July,  1871,  we  commenced 
the  uncovering  and  developing,  and  the 
happy  result  was  a  valuable  slate  quarry, 
the  product  of  which  is  what  is  univer- 
sally known  as  "Sea  Green/'  Regarding 
this  Sea  Green  vein  it  is  worthy  of  note 
that  it  is  the  easiest  to  work  into  rooting 
slate  ever  known.  It  is  a  very  durable 
quality,  of  a  uniform  color,  and  in  fact, 
there  is  not  yet  discovered  a  rooting  slate 
that  has  gained  such  a  universal  reputa- 
tion in  so  short  a  time  for  its  toughness, 
smoothness  and  general  usefulness  as 
lias  the  Sea  Green.  This  vein  is  in  the 
county  of  Rutland,  and  extends  from  a 
little  east  of  Poultney  village,  south  as 
far  as  West,  Pawlet,  in  the  same  county. 
From  the  beginning,  in  1871,  until  now, 
about  twenty-four  different  openings 
have  been  made  on  this  vein,  operated  in 
full  blast  by  eighteen  different  funis  or 
concerns.  Near  the  north  line  of  our 
quarry  is  a  quarry  owned  by  D.  Culver, 
and  just  north  of  that  is  a  quarry  owned 
and  operated  by  R.  McGrath.  About  100 
rods  east,  on  lauds  owned  by  S.  E.  Hook- 
er, is  a  quarry  operated  by  Williams 
Brothers.  Again)  about  150  rods  south, 
is  a  quarry  which  has  only  been  in  oper- 
ation since  last  spring,  and  is  owned  by 
Messrs.  Auld  &  Conger,  of  Cleveland. 
Ohio.  This  quarry  is  a  very  promising 
one.  About  one  fourth  of  a  mile  further 
south  are  two  or  three  other  openings  of 
which  only  one  is  now  operated,  by  the 
Poultney  'slate  Works,  to  furnish  mill 
stoelj  lot  ih.ir  mill. 

The  first  opening  near  Granville  Cor- 
ners, was  made  by  Evan  Jones,  but  is  now 
owned  and  operated  by  William  J.  Evans. 
The  more  recent  discoveries,  near  the 
quarry  now   worked   by   Mr.    Evans,   are 


those  lion-  owned  and  operated  by 
H.  Williams,  M.  Welch  and  J.  S.  Warren 
of  Granville,  X.  Y.  Going  farther  south 
we  find  the  next  two  opening  worked  by 
Hugh  W.  Hughes;  the  third  by  William 
J.  Jones,  Rees  Owen  and  others.  Next 
are  the  the  two  openings  by  the  Warren 
Slate  Co.,  one  of  which,  however,  is  now 
abandoned;  the  other  is  being  worked 
in  full  blast.  The  next  two  wpenings 
are  close  by  the  Warren  Slate  company's, 
namely,  those  of  the  Browned  Slate  and 
Flagging  Co.,  of  Boston,  .Mass.,  succes- 
sors of  the  Jay  Slate  Co.  One  of  these 
openings  is  being  worked  very  extensive- 
ly since  they  came  into  possession  of  it; 
the  other  is  more  recent. 

I  understand  there  are  a  number  of 
openings  now  in  progress  in  this  vicinity, 
but  do  not  know  by  whom  they  are  to  be 
operated.  Between  those  "switch  quar- 
ries" and  the  Pawlet  quarries,  is  a  quarry 
owned  and  worked  by  H.  Dillingham. 
The  first  quarry  north  of  West  Pawlet 
was  discovered  by  Evan  Jones,  (the  one 
who  made  the  discovery  of  the,  quarry 
near  Granville)  but  it  has  been  owned  for 
a  number  of  years  past  by  H.  W.  Hughes, 
who  also  owns  and  operates  the  quarry 
next  to  it.  The  next  opening  to  those 
two  owned  by  H.  \Y.  Hughes,  was  discov- 
ered and  opened  by  Owen  Evans  &  Sons, 
but  is  now  operated  by  Jones  &  Brien  of 
Hydcville.  The  other  two  openings  in 
West  Pawlet  are  operated  by  Rising  & 
Nelson.  Of  all  the  operators  on  the  Sea 
Green  in  this  locality  Mr.  Hugh  W. 
Hngb.es  is  the,  most  extensive  manufac- 
turer, as  he  is  working  more  quarries 
than  any  other  in  that  locality. 

The  product  of  the  Sea  Green  quarries 
last  year  (1881  ■»  alone  woidd  amount  to, 
as  nearly  as  could  be  estimated,  about 
80,000  squares  of  No.  1  roofing  slate,  val- 
ued at  about  8240,000.  That  number  of 
squares  is  move  than  double  the  number 
made  last  year  (l«St)  in  the  who],,  slate 
region  from  Scotch  Hill,  *\'t..  to  Salem, 
X.  Y..  not  including  the  Sea  Green.  The 
following     is   the  estimated   number  <>f 

1881,  not  including  the  Sea  Green  : 


Unfading  green,  squares,  20,000,  valued 
at  870,000;  Purple,  12,000  squares,  valued 
at  $45,000;  Variegated,  3,000,  valued  at 
80,500  ;  Red,  4,000,  valued  at  828,000.  To- 
tal Xo.  squares,  39,000;  total  value,  8149,- 
500. 

By  the  above  estimate  we  see  that  the 
number  of  squares  of  Sea  Green  made 
last  year  was  more  than  double  the  num- 
ber of  all  the  others  combined,  while  the 
value  of  their  product  is  about  890,500 
more.  The  whole  product  of  the  roofing 
slate  industry,  taking  in  the  Rutland  and 
Washington  counties,  in  1881,  was  about 
119,000  squares,  valued  at  about  8389,500. 
In  the  face  of  this  fact  alone,  the  pc/ople 
of  these  two  counties  can  well  afford  to 
be  proud  of  the  roofing  slate  industry  in 
our  midst ;  anil  if  we  take  into  considera- 
tion the  production  of  all  the  slate  mills 
in  the  two  counties,  that  would  probably 
more  than  double  the  amount.  There 
were  employed  in  this  slate  district  last 
year  (1881)  nearly  400  men.  Thus  it  will 
be  seen  that  we  have  an  industry  here 
that  employs  a  large  number  of  men,  and 
feeds  a  great  many  families— an  industry 
that  does  much  for  the  welfare  of  the 
business  interests  of  this  slat*;  district ; 
and  every  good  citizen  should  foster  and 
care  for,  and  in  view  of  the  utility  of 
slate  he  can  well  afford  to.  And  we  may 
reasonably  hope  and  expect  from  the  past 
history  of  this  interest,  that  it  will  ad- 
vance in  its  proportions  in  the  future  as 
it  has  done  in  the  past. 

The  effects  of  the  slate  industry  on  so- 
ciety we  can  readily  see,  as  thousands  of 
dollars  are  paid  every  year  to  fanners 
and  merchants  by  the  laborers,  workers 
and  employees  in  the  slate  manufacture. 
The  merchants  get  a  large  portion  of 
their  patronage  from  these  same  workers 
and  employers.  Every  industrial  inter- 
est in  the  vicinity  is  more  or  less  sustain- 
ed by  them. 

The  success  of  towns  and  communities 
seems  now  to  depend  more  upon  manu- 
facturing and  mining  interests  than  for- 
merly. And  1  regard  the  move  of  this 
Historical  Society  in  gathering  up  the 
history  of  the  industries  in  Rutland  conn- 


fcy  as  an  important  effort  in  the  right  di- 
rection. I  know  that  marble  and  slate 
industries,  and  many  of  our  manufactur- 
ing establishments  are  of  a  comparative- 
ly late  date  in  their  origin  ;  but  I  know- 
that  these  latter  industries  in  our  history 
are  now  so  interwoven  with  our  material 
interests,  so  connected  with  society  as 
well,  that  they  have  become  a  part,  of 
our  history.  '  You  will  pardon  me  now 
for  saying-  a  word  in  regard  to  the  utility 
of  slate  for  rooting,  as  many  are  un- 
der the  false  impression  that  a  roof  must 
be. made  of  much  heavier  timber  to  sus- 
tain slate  than  shingles.  From  the  fact 
that  roofs  seldom  break  down  except  from 
the  weight  of  snow  and  water,  and  as 
slate  roofs  do  not  retain  such  weight,  be- 
ing impervious  to  water  and  having  no 
fuzz  for  the  snow  and  water  to  freeze  to, 
it  follows. that  shingle  roofs  are  liable  to 
a  heavier  weight  than  slate  ones.  Good 
roofing  shite  are  practically  imperishable. 
They  are  not  effected  by  the  elements, 
and  though  they  have  been  used  for  cen- 
turies their  durability  has  found  no  limit, 
even  after  serving  on  a  roof  for  a  hun- 
dred years  they  have  been  taken  off,  new 
roof  timbers  put  on,  and  the  same  slate 
laid  on  again.  A  slate  roof  looks  better 
than  shingles  or  any  other  roof.  It  is  al- 
so valuable  for  saving  pure  water,  and 
this  is  a  fact  of  more  importance  than 
many  are  aware  of.  You  will  find  a  great 
difference  between  water  saved  from  a 
slate  roof  than  that  from  a  shingle  roof' 
The  former,  if  caught  in  a  suitable  reser- 


voir, is  clear,  pure  and  wholesome,  while 
that  from  the  latter  will  be  impure  and 
unwholesome.  With  only  these  advan- 
tages of  slate  roofs  over  shingle  ones,  it 
would  seem  that  all  might  make  it,  for 
their  interest  to  use  slate  when  ready  for 
new  roofs  or  repairs  for  old  ones.  The 
use  of  proper  roofing  material  is  one  of 
the  most  important  elements  of  substan- 
tial construction.  That  a  roof  should  be 
lire-proof— that  it  should  be  entirely  tight, 
is  necessary  for  the  protection  and  pres- 
ervation of  the.  building  and  its  contents  ; 
and  to  answer  this  purpose  I  venture  to 
say  that  slate  is  the  best  roofing  material 
in  the  world,  and  the  best  slate,  in  more 
than  one  sense  of  the  word,  are  the  Sea 
Green. 

In  conclusion,  1  will  say  that  I  am  sor- 
ry that  this  paper  is  so  unworthy  as  a 
history  of  the  slate  industry  in  this  coun- 
ty, and  also  of  the  officers  of  the  Histori- 
cal Society  who  invited  me  to  read  it. 
Yet  I  made  it  the  best  I  could,  in  the 
short  time,  and  with  the  material  I  had; 
and  my  hope  is  that  the  Historical  Socie- 
ty of  Rutland  couniy,  Vermont,  will  meet, 
with  great  success   in    its   noble    mission. 

ft  is  more  than  likely  that,  there  are 
some  errors  in  this  paper,  both  in  dates 
and  facts,  but  to  get  it  as  correct  as  it  is, 
I  am  indebted  to  the  following  gentle- 
men :  F.  W.  Whitlock,  William  and  John 
11.  Williams,  S.  E.  Hooker  and  Evan 
Jones  of  l'oultney  ;  also  to  Geo.  D.  Spen- 
cer of  Castleton,  and  William  E.  Lloyd  of 
Fairhaven,  Yt. 


(Paper  read  by  James  Sanford,  M.  D.,  Castleton,  Vt.) 

Capt.  David  Sanford— Mis  Relation  to  the  War  of  1812, 
Pertaining  to  the  Town  of  Castleton,  Vt. 


My  object  this  evening  is  to  present  to  My  daughter  Lovisa  :— 

this  Society  tlie  name  of  one  of  Castle-  I  hope  you  and  the  rest  of  the  children 

ton's  early  and   most  respected  citizens;  are  well.     Since   [  live  in  camp,    I   want 

also,  to  relate  a  few-as  yet  unrecorded-  ££?  7"ln^!t^^^]TZ 

incidents  pertaining  to  (lie  war  of    1813.  not  wish  a  pillow,  for  it   will   he  difficult 

Captain     David    Sanford    was   born    in  for  me  to  carry   it   when    I   am   called   to 

Woodbury,  Conn..  Jan.  9,   17(38.     He   be-  march  from  this  place.    Ami,   likewise,   I 

■  ,     .     ,.  r,     ,,   .       ■     ...      ,   . ,  want  von  to  send   me  a   towel.     I   want 

came  a  resident  of  Castleton  in  the  latter  yo„  fo  sn)(,  „„.  al(((Ve   by   Ljent     Mjlh.1% 

put  of  the  last  century.    The  deed  of  his  or  Sergeant  Beecher.     1  expect  them  both 

first  purchase  in  the  faun  now  owned  and  at  this  place  soon.     This  from  your  father 

occupied  by  Patrick  Dunn,  situated  about  and  friend.                     DAVID  SaxvOBD. 

...    *             .     ,.  ,,  .        ...           .  Lovisa  Santoiu. 

one-halt  mile  west  ot  tins    village,    bears  .                     .   ,          „    .     ,  ,    .     .,_   .. 

i  *.     ii     ,o   i~n/>  Asa  postscript,  we  tmd  added:  "Tattoo 

date  Jnlv  12,  li!)G.  ,        ,      \                  i,      •        ,                L          ,  , 

„                     *  -    •    4.1               r  m,,     t  has  beat,  my  candle  is  about  out,  audi 

He  was  a  captain  in  the  war  ot   1812.     I  .  ..     ,             ...   „                  J_.     '           ., 

.               ,   ..  must  lie  down  with  Harvey  on  the  straw.  ' 

have  in  mv  possession  two  letters  written  „                 ,      .            ..     '  ,  .      A.       , 

,      ,  .         ...     .                    ,„.      ,.     L         .      „  Harvey,  who  is  mentioned  in    the   fore- 

by  111 m    vhlle  ii:  camp.      I  he  fust  part  ot  ,   .,                ,r             ,„    ...                  . 

.   ,     ,       .         ,i           ,    ,      ,  .     , '      ,  going  letter,  was  Ilarvev  I  uttle.iny  moth- 
each  letter   is  addressed    to     lis  brother,  ,  ,     .  ,      .,            ,  »*       .,       ,          ri, 
,.,.,..        ,    ..     .          ,  ..          „,.                '  ei  s  oldest  brother.     After  the  close  ot  the 
\\  lliam  sanford,  mv  father.      I  he  second  .               .    ,  „.     ,      ,.  .    ,  ,        .,        ,. 
.        ,      .     '     •            .    .      ,  .       , .     .  war,  he  married  Khoda,  third  daughter  ot 
part  of  each,    is   addiessed    to    his   e  (lest  ,,      ,    ,.      .1£!      ,      ,          w,                        ., 
'         ,  L          '      .            .           .                .      ,.  Capt.  David  Santord,  and  they  eventually 
daughter,   Lovisn.-she    who  eventually  hei,lllH.  tht.  pai.ents  of  AUielt  s.   Tutfl 
married  and   became  the  mother  o    the  w]|<)  JM  m-           .^  cluivlott<>  c    (,u     h. 

first  Mrs.  C.  8.  Sherman   ot  this   village.  ,. ,,          ,  ,,     ,.         ,.           ,     , 

,      „     ,    ,            t.         ,.    .-,..,„  tor  ot  Samuel  .Moulton,    formerly   keeper 

She  'was  a  so  the  lai  Ivmentioned  in  (  hild  s,  ,.             ...                 ..  .       ... 

,      .               ,  „  .. J   .  ,,       ,    ,-,  ot  a  puolic  house  in  tins  village, 

lately  printed  Rutland  Comity  Gazetteer,  ,.,.'             ,  .   . .            ,         ,.  ,, 

,     •    '           „,    ...                    .    .  1  he  second  letter  reads  as  follows: 

whom  Gen.  Y\  ade  Hampton  tried  to   oust  „            .  „     ,.                ,         an   ,„,., 

.            ,  .•    .,       .                ,  Camp  at  Burlington,  June  2),  1813. 

from  her  seat  in  the  stage  coach  as  it  was  .,       , 

,   . ~     ,    .  r,    it  ,  Dear  Brother  :— 

about  leaving  Carvers  hot  1  at  Castleton  1  iim  in  good  health  at  present.    I  have 

Corners  for   Burlington,  but    didn't  sue-  been  out  of  health  when  on  a  march  from 

cet.t]  Bennington  to  this  place.     My  company 

•     The  following  are  exact  copies  of  the  ^^^^J!^  IT  iS'S 

letters:  our  encampment  at   this  place.     We   are 

Camp  at  Bennington,  May  30,  1813.  very  much  troubled  for  wood  and    water. 

Dear  Brother  :—  Our  number  of  troops  at  this  place  is  sev- 

My  health  is  as  good  as  usual.     I   have  enfeen  or  eighteen  hundred  ;  but  the  vol- 

no leisure  hours  at    present.     My  eompa-  tuitceis  are  under  marching  orders.    They 

nv    have    been    drawing   their   arms  and  will  march    the  22d   of    June    to    Platts- 

clothing.     Mr.     Brown     is    unwell.     The  burgh.     But  when  the  30th  Regiment  will 

rest  of  my  company  are  well  and  in   good  be  ordered  from  this  place   is   unknown, 

spirits.     I  stay  in   camp  day   and   night.  but  1  hope  soon. 

Harvey  and  I  live  together.  Harvey  says  Disagreeable  it  is  for  me  to  relate  to 
he  doi's  not  want  to  eonie  home  yet.  you  that  there  are  now  confined  in  the 
Write  to  me  as  soon  as  mav  be.  This  guard  house  in  this  place,  eight  poor  nu- 
ll nui  your  friend  and  mother.  happy  soldiers  who  have  had  their  trial 
D.  Sanford.  by  a  court  martial,  and  their  sentence  is 
William  Sanford.  to  be  executed  to-morrow,  at  10  o'clock. 


22 


Four  of  whom  are  to  be  hung,  the  other 
four  shot.  Chase  is  among  the  number 
to  be  shot.  I  mention  this,  because  he 
boarded  at  our  house  a  few  days,  soon 
after  he  enlisted. 

He  lias  sent  for  me  three  times  to  come 
and  see  him  at  the  guar* I  house  to  inter- 
cede with  the  Col.  for  him.  I  have  been. 
T  do  not  believe  the  whole  will  be  execu- 
ted.    The  crime  of  the  above  is  desertion. 

I  saw  Mr.  Monlton  in  Rutland  when  I 
was  coming  tb  this  place.  He  informed 
me  that  inv  mare  still  had  a  swelling  on 
her  back.  *  I  wish  vou  to  pay  attention  to 
it,  and  I  will  satisfy  you  for  the  same. 
I  remain  your  sincere  friend. 

David  Sanford. 

William  Sanford. 

This  second  letter  closes  as  follows  : 
Lovisa,    my  dear  daughter:— 

You  hear  of  my  health  in  the  above.  I 
hope  you  a'ld  the  rest  of  my  children  are 
well.  I  have  a  great  anxiety  that  you 
should  be  careful  of  your  health. 

I  wish  you  would  remember  that  much 
depends  upon  yon  in  taking  care  of  my 
children.  I  don't  know  when  I  can  come 
home.  I  should  be  verv  glad  to  see  vou 
and  the  rest  of  the  children,  but  at  pres- 
ent I  can't  come.  I  have  no  money  to 
send  to  you.  If  you  are  in  want,  semi 
me  word,  and  if  it  should  be  in  my  pow- 
er I  will  help  vou.  I  wish  to  be  remem- 
bered to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkins,  ami  like- 
wise all  my  friends.  F  wish  you  to  write 
to  me  the  situation  of  the  family,  as  you 
ean  send  tome  three  limes  a  week.  I  wish 
yon  to  write,  if  it  is  but  a  short  letter. 

Iain  your  affectionate  father  and  friend, 
David  Saxfokd, 

Lovisa  Sanford. 

The  anxiety  of  the  father  for  bis  chil- 
dren, was  greatly  increased  from  the  fact 
that  he  had  buried  his  wife  only  about 
three  months  previous  to  the  time  of  writ- 
ing these  letters. 

Although  there  may  not  be  much  that 
is  very  startling  in  the  foregoing  letteis, 
yet,  their  antiquity,— the  circumstances 
under  which  they  were  written,  and  their 
connection  witli  other  events  of  the  war. 
which  they  may  help  to  ,  elucidate— make 
them  valuable. 

As  illustrating  the  last  point,  I  will 
mention  that  the  Rev.  Joseph  Steele,  ill 
his  history  of  Castle  ton,  places  ('apt.  Da- 
vid Sanford  in  the  11th  Regiment; 
whereas,  in  this  second  letter  we  draw 
quite  a  satisfactory  inference  that  he  be- 
longed to  the  30th. 


Thus  being  led  to  consult  other  author- 
ity, I  find  that  he  was  captain  of  a  com- 
pany in  the  30th  regiment  of  United 
States  Infantry. 

He  was  a  man  epiick  at  conclusion,  and 
inflexible  in  opinion.  A  few  eccentric- 
ities marked  his  life.  He  would  never 
consent  to  the  erection  of  a  woodshed.  He 
said,  "when  I  have  money  to  throw  away 
I  will  build  a  house  to  put  wood  in."  He 
was  opposed  to  the  use  of  steel- tiued 
pitchforks.  He  looked  upon  them  as 
very  dangerous  implements.  Whenever 
he  wished  to  use  anything  of  the  kind 
he  was  sure  to  say  to  his  son,  "Barn tun, 
where  is  my  fork  ?"  His  fork  was  simply 
a  round  stick  with  a  couple  of  stubbed 
iron  prongs  on  one  end.  He  was  also  a 
great  enemy  to  stoves.  His  family,  with 
a  desire  to  somewhat  keep  pace  wirh  civ 
ilization,  had  one  put  up.  Hut  he  was 
never  known  to  take  a  seat  in  the  room 
where  the  stove  was.  He  would  walk 
directly  through  to  his  apartments  where 
the  rays  from  an  open  tire-place  shed 
warmth  and  biightuess  over   all    therein. 

As  man  is  said  to  be  a  blood-thirsty 
animal,  perhaps  the  audience  will  not  be 
satisfied  without  the  relation  of  one  or 
two  skirmishes  that  took  place  in  Castle- 
ton ;  for  it  seems  by  the  programme  that  I 
must  confine  my  remarks  to  incidents  of 
this  town.     I  will  relate  a  couple  : 

On  one  occasion,  as  inv  uncle,  Capt. 
David  Sanford,  hud  just  arrived  at  his 
home,  on  a  visit  from  the  seat  of  war,  his 
children  all  commenced  crying  violently. 
Being  a  soldier  and  a  captain,  the  father 
did  not  wish  to  break  down  or  even  show 
signs  of  weakness  in  the  presence  of  his 
family,  and  so  bracing  himself  up,  spoke 
sternly  and  said:  "If  you  feel  so  bad  to 
have  me  come  home  I  will  go  right  away, 
and  I  won't  come  home  again  till  the  close 
of  the  war,  if  ever."  This  only  made  the 
children  cry  the  louder.  In  fact,  they 
had  fairly  got  possession  of  the  field,  for 
about  this  time  the  Captain  was  seen 
making  a  quick  retreat  for  the  window, 
where,  for  a  few  moments  he-seemed  very 
intently  engaged  in  looking  out  into  the 
highway,  and.it  is  said,  that   before  he 
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again  turned  to  face  his  children  he  spent  every  hoy  knows  as  a  "  squirt-gun.'"    The 

some  little  time  in  nibbing  liis  eyes.  prisoner  proved  to  be  a  weak  minded  and 

Thus  endeth  the  first  skirmish  in  which  harmless  lad,  who  wandered  from  place 
the  Captain  was  routed.  Fn  my  next  I  to  place,  living  upon  charity.  With  side- 
shall  bring  him  out  triumphant.  arms  restored,  he  was  permitted  to  go  on 

Those  were  stirring  times.     During  the  his  way. 

short  intervals  tint  my  uncle  was  at  his  Those  who  are  fond  of  move  sanguinary 

home  lie  was  not  idle.     About  him  lie  had  conflicts   can  be  accommodated  by  Capt. 

a  greater  or  less  number  of   soldiers —  Leavenworth. 

mostly   recruits'     Every   day    they  were  A  work  of  several  hundred  pages  is  now 

exercised  m  military  drill.     At  times  they  ^.^  pill)lisl|l.(1>  einbniciuc  a  record  of 

were  permitted  to  walk   with  freedom  up  fche  Ufc  of  Capt  Duy.(1  Sanfor(1>  in  co„_ 


and   down  these   streets.     Their  greatest 


nection  with  that  of  all  his  ancestors  and 


delight   was  ,„  hunt  nig  for  spies  and  To-  descendants  ;ls  f:ir  ..ls  klimvn.     Ilis  sunis 

lies.    On  one  occasion  they  came  in  con-  U])  ;|s  a  |ifa  of  indll8trVj  nprig]ltlieto  !ind 

tact   with  a   mysterious  young  man,  one  llsefllllK.ss.      He  died.on   the  second  of 

who  gave  evasive  answers  ,f  any  to  ques-  ApriU  lm>  after  haviu„   ,,,.,.„  a    1.esldent 

turns  asked       1  hey  looked  upon  l.un  as  a  of  Castl(.ton  ()V(.,.  ,,a|f  „  ^j          .„„,  his 

godsend.      In    their    management,    they  ^^  |mw         ^  .„  t]w  cenietery>  but 

thought   it  most  prudent   to  resort  to  the  few  ^  ^       „    lmildi 
tactics  of  "  hale  fellows    well  met. '     And 

so,  with  a  few  promises,  a  little  flattery,  Years  are  passing  rapidly  away.  While 
and  other  pleas  mtries,  they  succeeded  in  weare  umv-  on,v  for  a  brief  season,  ming- 
conducting  him  to  headquarters.  One  of  MnK  '"  the  enchanting  scenes  of  life,  we 
the  soldiers  went  a  little  in  advance,  met  realize  tIli,f '"  our  ,ni,W  tne,e  is  il  con- 
the  captain,  and  said  :  "  Captain,  we  have  till,,:l1  «ntrent  of  men,  women  and  chil- 
got  an  ugly  looking  fellow.  He  is  well  lhen  »tokiiig  directly  into  their  graves. 
armed.  He  has  got  two  great  dirk  knives.  Soon>  iM  t,,e  or  ,il,a,y  POnrse  of  events  we 
We  can  see  the  handles  just  as  plain  as  shl111  a11  be  lmrie(1  so  (leeP  '"  oblivion 
can  be,  in  his  breast  pocket,  on  the  left  Hmt  om  only  hope  of  ever  being  known 
side."  The  Captain  walked  boldly  up  to  iu  tlie  far  f,,tme  wiH  n'st  solHv  n»°»  t,,e 
the  prisoner,  thrust  his  rigid  hand  deep  efficiency  of  that  great  and  last  trumpet 
into  his  bosom,  and  grasping  the  hand'es,  of  lVl,il'M  divines  tell  us. 
drew  forth  those  formidable  weapons  and  To  perpetuate  the  doings  and  the  mem- 
brandished  them  over  his  head.  The  sol-  ory  of  those  who  have  lived  and  those  who 
diers  were  mute  with  astonishment.  The  are  now  living— to  weave.  For  all  time,  un- 
prisoner  was  trembling  in  every  limb,  fading  garlands,  by  cherishing  and  re- 
with  his  mouth  open  and  the  tears  rolling  cording  the  virtues,  and  touching  but 
down  his  cheeks.  What  were  these  weap-  lightly  upon  the  fiailtiesof  just  such  crea- 
ons?  One  was  ail  "elder  pop-gun"  load-  tares  as  we  are— is  the  work  of  the  Kilt- 
ed with  a  tow  wad.    The  other  was  what  land  County  Historical  Society. 


(Paper  read  by  Prof.  Abel  E.  Lsavemwortii,  Castleton,  Vt.) 

Vermont  at  Richmond. 


Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Society  : 
I  have  manytimes  regretted  the  hasty 
promise  I  made  your  secretary,  that  I 
■would  prepare  a  paper  for  this  occasion  ; 
nor  more  so  than  when  1  sat  down  at 
eleven  o'clock  this  morning  to  execute 
the  promise.  My  topic  "Vermont  before 
Richmond,"'  must  necessarily  resolve  it- 
self, almost  exclusively,  into  a  sketch  of 
the  Ninth  Vermont  Regiment,  as  I  am 
asked  to  write  of  things  and  events  which 
came  under  my  personal  observation  ;  the 
province  of  your  society  being  the  colla- 
tion of  facts. 

During  the  first  year  of  the  war  I  was 
principal  and  proprietor  of  Brattleboro 
Academy,  located  at  West  Brattleboro, 
Vt.  This  was  a  boarding  and  day  school 
for  boys.  These  had  been  organized  into 
a  military  company  and  had  a  daily  drill 
with  arms.  Many  of  the  number  after- 
wards entered  the  army  and  several  gave 
up  their  lives  in  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try. One,  the  brightest,  Henry  C.  Ly- 
man, of  Hinesburgh,  was  the  only  son  of 
his  mother  and  she  a  widow.  As  the  Sec- 
ond Vermont  was  going  into  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  the  Sergeant  Major  of  the  reg- 
iment asked  Capt.  Eaton  of  the  Ver- 
genues  company  if  he  had  a  tine  looking, 
resolute  corporal  who  could  be  entrusted 
to  inarch  near  the  colors,  to  grasp  them 
should  the  standard  bearer  fall,  and  still 
bear  them  on.  The  Captain  immediately 
selected  this  brave  boy,  and  during  the 
engagement  he  was  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fit;  lit  and  never  quailed.  The  school  com- 
pany was  named  to  his  memory  "The  Ly- 
man Drill  Club."  rn  the  early  spring  of 
1802.  I  was  stricken  down  by  a  severe  at- 
tack of  the  erysipelas  in  the  lace  and  head 
and  mj  school  was  suspended  for  the 
summer.  On  the  20th  or  21st  day  of  .May, 
I  was  in  the  printing  office  at  Brattleboro 


superintending  the  issue  of  the  June 
number  of  the  Vermont  School  Journal, 
of  which  I  was  editor-in-chief,  when  the 
appeal  of  President  Lincoln  to  Gov.  Hol- 
brook  flashed  into  the  office,  asking  for 
another  regiment.  I  immediately  went 
to  my  home  and  told  my  wife  of  my  de- 
sire to  respond  to  this  call.  She  asked 
me  to  wait  until  Saturday  the  21th.  Af- 
ter tea  on  that  day  I  arose  from  the  table 
a:xl  asked  her  if  I  had  her  consent  to  en- 
list. She  replied,  "Yes,  if  you  think  that 
it  is  your  duty  to  do  so." 

I  immediately  walked  to  the  recruiting 
office  and  entered  my  name,  which  with 
that  of  Henry  H.  Rice,  one  of  my  students, 
wen;  the  first  two  enrolled  in  the  regi- 
ment. As  he  remained  in  the  service  less 
than  a  year,  my  service  was  the  longest 
in  the  regiment,  three  years  and  one 
mouth. 

The  Ninth  Vt.  Vols,  was  mustered  into 
service  at  Brattleboro,  July  9,  18C2,  Co'. 
Geo.  J.  Stannard,  in  command,  On  the 
same  day  I  received  from  him  my  ap- 
point neat  as  First  Sergeant  of  Compa- 
ny K. 

On  the  loth  of  July,  we  started  for  the 
seat  of  war.  After  leaving  Brattleboro, 
our  ride  to  New  Haven,  Ct.,  was  one  con- 
tinued ovation  of  handkerchief  and  hat 
waving,  and  hurrahing  by  men,  wo- 
men and  children,  from  every  hamlet, 
house  and  mansion,  and  schoolhouse,  too, 
within  sight  of  our  train. 

At  Springfield  we  were  treated  to  pure 
water,  ice  water,  nice  bread  and  butler, 
and  cold  ham,  all  of  which  were  very  re- 
freshing to  us,  for  we  had  slept  but  little 
the  night  previous  ami  had  eaten  little  at 
breakfast,  owing  to  the  excitement  occa- 
sioned by  the  suddenness  of  our  march- 
ing orders.  Firing  of  cannon  at  the  U. 
S.  Arsenal  was  kept  up  during  oar    stay. 
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At  \feriden,  Conn.,  we  were  again  treat-  Washington,  via  Alexandria,  and  bas- 
ed to  refreshments,  ice  water  and  1ciik.ii-  tened  to  Harper's  Ferry  ami  Winchester, 
arte.  Qn  arriving  at  New  Hiven,  wc  Lin-  to  join  the  forces  co-operating  with  (Jen. 
mediately  embarked  <>n  the  steamer  "Bay  Pope.  The  regiment  did  arduous  service 
State"  for  New  York  City,  in   the  construction    of  two  formidable 

On  passing  the  public  institutions  in  forts  at  the  latter  place,  as  well  us  much 
New  York  harbor,  in  the  early  morning,  picket  duty.  E;nl.\  in  September  this 
we  were  saluted  by  waving  flagsnnd  from  post  was  evacuated.  While  there,  Co. 
every  passing  boat  cheer  upon  cheer  K  was  sent  with  other  picked  detach- 
arose.  Pies.  Lincoln  had  issued  his  call,  incuts  on  an  important  scout  into  the  in- 
on  July  2,  for  300,000  mare  troops  and  it  tenor,  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
was  accounted  a  tiling  to  lie  proud  of,  White.  They  marched  forty  miles  from 
that  Vermont  was  the  first  State  to  re-  9  o'clock  i>.  m.  until  9  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the 
spond  with  a  regiment.  Our  magnificent  next  day.  As  a  direct  result  of  this  scout 
boat,  whose  deck  was  lined  wi.h  a  thou-  much  sickness  ensued.  On  le  iving  Wash- 
sand  Green  Mountain  boys,  must  have  iugton  our  Captain  and  other  sick  men 
presented  a  fine  appearance  to  others,  were  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the 
and  it  was  bracing  to  our  patriotic  hearts  rebels.  Your  speaker  rose  from  a  sick 
to  f*>el  that  the  great  throbbing  heart  of  bed  after  two  weeks  of  prostration  by 
the  vast  North  was  with  u-,  as  we  went  fever,  the  result  of  the  scout  mentioned 
forth  to  defend  our  common  liberties.  above,  and  matched   with   the  command 

That  the  society  of   Yeruiontcrs   might  rather  than  to  go  to  Lib  by.     At   Harper's 

show  how  -lad  they   were,   we  marched.  Ferry  r,ie     regiment    did  good  service, 

up  to  Madison    Park    in    the   hot   sun,    to  Fiv«'  Companies   kept   hack    Hill's   Corps 

spend  the  middle  of    the   day,    while    the  some  twenty-four  hours,  while  on    picket 

officers    were     entertained    at    the    hotel,  (ll,T-      Solue     thrilling   personal   adveu- 

and  we  were  served    in    the    Park.     Nine  tares  occurred. 

companies  had  dined  and  mine  was  about  Tins  lias  often  been  spoken  of  as  a   dis- 

to  sit  down,  when    the   Col.'s  stern    voice  graceful      surrender.      Less     than    eight 

was  heard  commanding  us  to  fall  in.      So  thousand  me.,  held  out  until   surrounded 

we  went  our   way   dinnerlcss,   receiving  by  many  times  their  number,  before  they 

our    compensation,    perhaps,     in     being  would  yield.     Yet   there   was,  doubtless, 

smiled  upon    by     Mrs.     Lincoln,  as  we  mismanagement  in  the  disposition  of  the 

passed  her  hotel.     Many  of  our  men   fell  troops  early  in  the  week.     The  regiment 

in  the  street,  overcome  "l,y  the  heat,  and  I  was  admitted    to  parole  and   inarched   to 

received    an    injury    from    which    I    have  Annapolis  whence  it  was  sent  to  Chicago, 

not  .>et  recovered.      Thence  by  steamer  to  to  1k'  Preyed  upon  by  contractors  who  fed 

Aiuboy,  and  by  rail  to   the   Quaker   City,  th''  IML'11  :lt  elevon  cents  each  per  .lay,  and 

where  at  day-light  we  were   treated  to   a  made  money.     Many   men    sickened   and 

truly  loyal  breakfast,  with  ladies  of   the  ,li('(l'   S(,I,,L'  deserted   and    some  entered 

first   families    for    our    glad   attendants.  the  regular  army. 

Thence  to  Baltimore  and  the  den.onstra-  Jan.  10,  1803,  they  were  exchanged,  and 

tions  ceased,   and    we     began   to  realize  April  1,  Company  K   left  the  Prairie  City 

that  we   were  soldiers   with   few   rights.  in  charge  of  500  rebel  prisoners  bound  for 

.\t  Washington  we  were  given  quarters  City  Point,  Va.     They  had  grown    fat  on 

in  some  filthy  sheds  and  while  there    had  Union  fare  and  were  to  be  exchanged  for 

the  | rest  fare  of  our  service.      Right  the  starved  tenements  of  rebel   prisoners. 

glad  were  we  to  turn  oui  backs  upon  the  Our  hearts  beat  with  shame  for  our  fcl- 
capital  of  the  Nation  we  were  to  de-  low-men.  and  with  anger,  as  we  re- 
fend.  Tuen  we  joined  the  Ninth  Corps  ceived  on  board  our  steamer,  men  strip- 
i.t  Cloud  Mills.  Va.  There  we  remained  pert  of  boots,  overeats  ami  blankets,  and 
only    a    day    or    two,     then     turned    to  emaciated  by  hunger  and  cruel  treatment. 


Thence  we  returned  to  Fortress  Monroe 
and  were  soon  ordered  to  the  defence  of 
Suffolk,  then  beseiged  by  Longstreet. 
After  twenty-one  days  of  righting,  lien. 
Longstreet  withdrew  lus  troops.  The  9th 
Vt.  was  under  tire  most  of  the  time,  and 
two  companies  assisted  in  a  brilliant  fo- 
ray, in  winch  a  battery  was  captured 
from  the  enemy.  Your  speaker  com- 
manded the  advance  picket  line  the  night 
of  the  surrender  and  was  permitted  to 
advance  to  the  enemy's  ride  pits  in  the 
morning.  His  detail  was  ordered  to  hold 
the  position  dining  the  previous  night, 
from  which  the  troops  had  been  driven 
the  night  before  and  the  commanding 
officer  slain. 

At  Suffolk  the  Oth  was  brigaded  under 
Gen.  Wistar.  June  10,  your  speaker  was, 
unexpectedly  to  himself,  commissioned 
as  Inspector  -General  of  the  brigade  and 
■  remained  on  detached  service  until  April 
1,  1865.  The  brigade  was  soon  ordered  to 
Yorktown  and  participated  in  the  ad- 
vance of  the  4th  Corps  upon  Richmond. 
Wistar's  brigade  was  stationed  at  West 
Point,  Va.,  where  they  performed  impor- 
tant outpost  duty.  Returning  to  Fort 
Yorktown,  they  were  camped  there  until 
the  majority  of  the  men  were  rendered 
unfit  tor  duty  by  malarial  disease,  only 
thirty -six  privates  being  at  one  time  re- 
ported as  tit  for  duty.  They  were  then 
ordered  to  the  sea  coast  and  in  October 
w*ue  sent  to  the  pine  woods  of  North 
Carolina.  Here  they  remained  until  the 
last  of  August,  1804,  when  they  were  or- 
dered to  join  the  l^th  Corps  at  Bcrmunda 
Hundred.  While  in  North  Carolina,  the 
regiment  and  detachments  of  it  partici- 
pated in  several  active  engagements. 
Capt.  S.i.uuel  II.  Kelly,  of  the  Rutland 
County  Company,  at  one  time  dashed  in- 
to Swainaboro  with  forty  men  and  made 
important  captures.  While  there  the  reg- 
iment Lost  two  brave  Christian  officers, 
Major  Jarvis,  killed,  and  Major  Bartlett 
of  fever.  By  new  recruits  the  regiment 
at  the  time  it  joined  the  iiist  brigade,  '3d 
Div.  IS  A.  C,  numbered  873 men.  It  was 
brigaded  with  the  Sth  Me.,  Col.  E.  II. 
Ripley,  Brevet   Brig.,  Gen.  commanding. 


On  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  Septem- 
ber, the  army  of  the  James  crossed  the 
James  river  and  charged  the  enemy's 
works.  Gen.  Srannard,  formerly  of  the 
Ninth,  bravely  carried  Fort  Harrison, 
and  lost  his  right  arm  in  the  subsequent 
attempt  of  the  enemy  to  retake  it.  Col. 
Ripley,  with  the  Ninth,  carried  a  smaller 
work  to  the  right  of  Fort  Harrison.  The 
regiment  was  under  tire  all  day  and 
every  man,  including  the  recruits,  proved 
himself  a  worthy  descendant  of  Ethan 
Allen  and  his  co-patriots.  The  casual- 
ties were,  killed  seven,  wounded  thirty- 
eight,  missing  thirteen,   total   fifty-eight. 

I  had  not  seen  the  regiment  until  the 
morning  of  the  battle.  The  men  of  my 
Company  took  me  warmly  by  the  hand. 
One,  Corporal  Smith,  had  just  returned 
from  a  visit  home,  happy  because  of  the 
visit  to  his  home  and  glad  to  get  back, 
another,  the  father  of  a  large  family,  al- 
ways cheerful  and  faithful  to  every  duty. 
In  a  few  hours  both  had  given  up  their 
lives.  From  this  time  until  December  4 
the  regiment  rested  with  the  left  tlapk 
upon  the  James,  exposed  to  the  continued 
lire  of  the  rebel  gun  boats.  In  October  it 
took  part  in  the  affair  of  the  Williams- 
burg Road  with  credit  to  its  efficiency. 
In  November  it  accompanied  (Jen.  But- 
ler to  New  York  to  assist  in  preserving 
order  during  the  election.  Co.  K  came 
as  far  north  as  Troy.  Notwithstanding 
the  temptations  to  which  they  were  ex- 
posed, every  man  was  loyal  to  the  confi- 
dence reposed  in  him. 

During  this  period  the  writer  was  do- 
ing duty  both  as  Inspector  General  and 
Adjutant  General  of  the  forces  occupying 
the  line  of  the  Defences  of  Bermunda 
Handled,  extending  from  the  .lames  to 
the  Appomatox  rivers,  connecting  the 
armies  of  the  James  and  of  the  Potomac. 
Eighteen  full  regiments  and  detachments 

for  picket  duty  numbered   eleven  hun- 
dred men. 

On  the  re -organization  of  the  army  "of 
the  James,  December  4.  into  the  24th  (or 
white)  Corps,  and  the  35th  (or  colored) 
Corps,  he  was   ordered    to   duty   as    Ad.it 


Gen.,  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
24th  A.  C.  Col.  Ripley  with  the  9th  Reg. 
was  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Brigade. 
The  winter  was  spent  in  restoring  the 
troops  to  efficiency  by  drill  ami  in  holding 
the  line  of  works  fronting  Richmond  and 
in  sight  of  the  State  House.  The  9th  rap 
idly  regained  its  former  reputation  for 
excellence  in  drill  and  was,  on  inspection, 
in  March,  declared.the  Lest  drilled  regi- 
ment, first  in  the  Brigade,  then  in  the 
Division. 

When  Gen.  Grant  moved  again  at  Gen. 
Lee's  line  to  the  left  oi  Petersburg.  April 
1,  1805,  lie  took  with  him,  (Jen.  Old,  com- 
manding the   army   of   the   James.    Gen. 
Gibbon,  commanding  the24th  army  corps, 
two  divisions  of  the  24th   corps   and   one 
division  of  the  25th    corps,    leaving  Gen. 
Weitzel     commanding    the   25th    corps, 
two  colored  divisions   of  the   25th   coips 
and  Gen  Devon's  division,  the  3rd,  of  the 
24th  corps.     The  latter  was  left   to   hold 
the  line   previously  held   by  the   whole 
corps  and  the  9th  Vt.,  did   the  duty  of  a 
brigade.      The     writer's    health     having 
failed  in  February  he  was   sent   north    to 
recruit  and  on  his    return  took  command 
of  his  Co.,    April    1,    having  been  absent 
from  it  since   June   1862.     Having   spent 
that  day  in  policing  his  company   quar- 
ters and  in  looking  after  the  interest  of  his 
company,    he    was  sent   out    on    Sabbath 
morning,  the   2d    of   April,    to   do   picket 
duty  with  a  detachment  of  one   hundred 
and   twenty   men    of   the   9th  ami  about 
fifty  of  the  12th,   X.   11.    Lieut.  Joel   C. 
Baker    Co.     K,     now   well   known   as  a 
prominent  lawyei  of  Rutland,  and  Lieut. 
Burnham    Cowdvy,    Co.,    D.     being     as- 
sociated with  him  on   duty.    These  men 
held  the  picket  line  formerly  held  by    the 
whole  brigade  of  seven  regiments,    while 
the  details  of   the    remaining   regiments 
held  the  line  to  the  right.      Brevet    Brig. 
Cen.    Ripley   now    commanded  Hie  First 
Brigade,  and  Lieut.    Theo.  S.  Perk,  now 
Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.  of  the   State,   occu- 
pied a  prominent  position   upon   his  stall'. 
During  the  Sabbath  \v»  were  under  or- 

niidable  works  on  our  front,  but  towards 


the  middle  of  the   afternoon    news  came 
from  Gen.  Grant  that  he   was  breaking 
Lee's  right  and  that  we  need  not  charge. 
During    the    night    arrangements    were 
made  to  throw  up  breastworks  and   plant 
a  battery  in   an   advanced  position,    but 
this  was  soon  rendered   unnecessary    for 
Capt.  Leavenworth  intercepted  a  desert- 
er who    reported    that  the    enemy    were 
withdrawing  from  our  front.      The   man 
was  sent   under  guard   to  Gen.   Devens 
who  immediately  sent  back  Capt.   Bruce 
of  his  staff  with  orders  to  move  the  whole 
line  at  daybreak.      We  could  not  move 
sooner  with  safety,  as  tne  rebel  line   was 
planted  with  torpedoes.    The  picket  line 
was  put  under  motion    as  soon  as  the  fog 
lifted  a  little,  Capt.  Bruce,  Provost   Mar- 
sh ill,  and  Major  Brooks,    9th    Vt.,    Insp. 
Gen.  on  Gen.  Devens'  stiff,   leading  the 
way.      The   line  of   works   was  crossed 
with  injury  to  only  one  man,  as  far  as  we 
could  ascertain,  and  the  line  was  advanc- 
ed until   the  left  rested   upon    the  river 
James,  about  three  miles  to  the   front   of 
the  Division  encampment.  Being  inform- 
ed by  straggling  citizens  (women)   whom 
we  met,  thai  the  enemy  were   in   force  a 
little  way  to  our  front,   it   was  deemed 
prudent  to   re-organize   and   concentrate 
our  lengthened    line.      Col.    Bamberger, 
5th  Md.  Vols.,  div.  officer  of  the  day,  in- 
quired of  Capt.  Leavenworth  the  number 
of  Veriuonteis  with  him.     Being  answer- 
ed "one  hundred  a:td  twenty,"  he  directed 
Capt.  L.  to  deploy  them  asa  skirmish  line. 
This  order  he  executed  promptly,  placing 
Lieut.  J.  C.    Baker  in   command   of  the 
tight  wing  and  Lieut.  B.  Cowdry  in  com- 
mand of  the  left  wing.   Col.  B.  organized 
the  remainder  of  the  picket  force  into  a 
supporting  body.   Capt.  L.  offered  the  di- 
rection of  the  skirmish  line  to  Capt.   Sar- 
gent of  the  12th  X.  II.  who  was  brig  officer 
of  the  day,  but  he  declined  to  lead  it.  The 
line  was  then  advanced  some  three  ii.ilea 
further  until  it  rested    on    Hie    border   of 
thick  woo'ds,  with  a  road  running  through 
it.      Here   Capt.    L.    rested   his   men   for 
biea'vfist     while    the   staff  officers    rode 
ahead  to  reconnoitre.   While  thus  engag- 
ed a  Brig.  Gen.  of  colored  troops,  aceom- 
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panied  by  his  staff  and  attended  by  about  three  bridges  spanning  the  James,  some 
sixty  men  in  light  marching  order,  fresh  of  whose  piers  were  eighty  feet  above 
from  a  good  night's  rest  and  a  hearty  the  water,  the  U.  S.  arsenal,  the  flouring 
breakfast  in  camp,  came  up  and  inquired      mill  13  stories  high,  the  ware  houses  filled 

and 
tire. 


if  the  way  was  clear,  ('apt.  L.  replied  wiih  the  so  called  French  tobaei 
that  he  thong]  t  it  was,  us  our  officers  thirty  squares  of  buildings  were  i 
who  had  ridden  in  advance  did  not  re- 
turn. The  Gen.  then  broke  through  the 
line  and  passed  on  up  the  road  through 
the  woods.  Capt.  L's.  men  were  weary 
with  twenty  four  hours1  duty  on  picket, 
were  in  heavy  inarching  order  with  three 
day's  rations  and  forty  rounds  of  ammu- 
nition, and  just  begun  their  hurried 
lunch.  He  at  once  gave  orders  to  rally 
on  the  centre,  and  without  waiting  push- 
ed on,  directing  his  men  to  follow.  On 
emerging  from  the  woo  s  lie  gave  the  or- 
der  to  double   quick,    and     soon    passed 


Terrific  explosions  followed  one  another 
with  frightful  rapidity.  The  air  was  rent 
with  the  shouts  of  the  citizens,  hurrying 
to  and  fro,  laden  with  what  ever  of  plun- 
der each  could  lay  his  hand  upon.  Here 
was  a  man  bowed  down  under  a  bale  of 
cotton.  There  a  man  laboriously  rolled 
a  barrel  of  vinegar  some  distance  and 
was  disgusted  to  find  that  it  was  not 
whiskey.  The  rebel  war  department  had 
given  orders  to  burn  the  city  and  had  left 
troops  to  execute  this  order.  The  Mayor 
visited  the  war  department  and  begged 
these  men,  notwithstanding  their  efforts  that,  the  city  be  spared.  He  was  driven 
to  keep  the  lead.  Having  reached  the  out  with  curses,  as  desiring  to  save  the 
outer  defences  of  Richmond  he  found  city  for  the  Vandal  Yankees.  He  then 
the  Gen.  waiting  for  his  men  to  come  up.  sei|t  ;lrollmi  tIie  cityand  emptied  all  the 
He  ordered  us  to  halt  and  threatened  to  .ij(1„ols?  ;imi  ),is  agents  did  their  work 
court  martial  us  for  disobedience,  but,  well,  for  the  next  night  I  visited  all  the 
we  did  not  recognize  his  authority  and  ,>iilC;js  of  sale  that  were  not  burned,  with 
pushed  on.    Soon  Gen.  Weitzel   with   hi;      a  detachment  of  troops,  and   could  find 


staff  (Capt.  Wheeler  of  Vt.  being 


none  left  in  the  whole  city.      He   got   out 


jutaut  Gen.)  and  his  body  guard  ot  about  tiu,  H,.e  department,  but  the  rebel  soldiery 
eighty  white  cavalry,  rode  by  us  upon  a  cut  the  hose,  Thev  broke  in  the  heavy 
gallop  and  were  heartily  cheered  by  us.  plut,e  windows  of  the  stores  and  seemed 
As  we  entered  the  city  from  the  east  lu.Mt  on  th(.  (l(.stnictioii  of  even  thin- 
nearly  exhausted  and  foot-sore  from  the  As  we  entered  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
chafing  of  wet  boots,  a  flag  was  thrust  city  they  hurriedly  left  the  western  lim- 
outof  a  scuttle  window  to  greet  us.  It  its.  \y(.  haiteil  '„,,„„  church  Hill  and 
would  have  done  your  hearts  good  to  awaited  the  arrival  of  our  Gen.  (('has. 
have  seen  the  effect.  The  limping,  wca-  Devens.)  As  he  rode  up  with  his  staff,  of 
ry  soldier  was  instantly  transformed  into  wJlic|,  rjol.  Hooker,  now  Sergeant  at 
a  leaping  and  shouting  hero.  All  fatigue  Arms  ot  tue  rj.  s.  House  of  Representa- 
was  forgotten  in  the  joy  of  seeing  the  tives,  was  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief,  we  drew 
star  span-led  banner  waved  over  the  up  and  saluted  him.  were  complimented 
Capital  of  the  falling  Confederacy.  lipon  0I„.  tovceft  march  and  first  entry  in- 
I  afterwards  learned  that  this  flag  had  to  the  city,  and  were  directed  to  move  on 
been  hidden  away  during  the  war,  at  first  into  the  city  anil  assist  in  restoring  order, 
in  some  old  stove  pipe  afterwards  be-  putting  out  the  tire  and  calming  the  ter- 
tween  the  boards  lining  the  roof.  As  ae  ror  of  the  aiiVighteued  citizens,  who  were 
passed  the  boat  lauding,  the  rebel  moni-  expecting  to  be  butchered  by  our  ruth- 
tor  we  had  feared  so  niueh  blew  up.  We.  less  hands.  We  pro-ceded  up  Main  St. 
rested  upon  Chnreh  11.11  at  the  east  side  in  the  following  order :  Maj.  Gen.  Dev- 
of  the  city.  The  sight  that  was  spread  ens commanding3d  Div. 2 ith  Army  Corps, 
out  before  us  was  terribly  grand,  even  to  and  staff,  the  skirmish  line  of  the  Diy.led 
the  sublime.    The  navy  yard,  gun   boats,  by  Capt.  Leavenworth  and   his   Vt.   de- 
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tachinent,  composed  of  details  from  the  prayed  for  this  time  tor  four  years  and 

9th Vt.,  12th N.  H.,  10th N.H.,  10th Ct., 5th  now  the  good  Lord  had  answered  their 

Md.,  and  9Gth  and  118th  X.  Y.  regiments :  prayers,  and  then  with  streaming  eyes  on 

then  the  1st  Brig.,  Col.   and  Brev.   Brig,  their  knees,  they  thanked  Him.  But  I  have 

Gen.  Edward  H.  IJiplev  in  command,  2d  always  felt  that  words  were  powerless  to 

Brig.,  3rd    Brig.,  and  the  light   artillery.  portray  what  I  saw,  and   so    1    have   not. 

Guards  were  rapidly  disposed  about  the  assayed  the  difficult  task  and   will  not 

city,  and  the  troops  quickly  put  the  hose  now. 

of  the    fire    engines    in    order,    and     by  On  the  4th  of  April  I  rejoined  my  regi- 

diligent    work,    aided   l>y     the    citizens  ment,  having   been  on  continuous  duty 

who    had     not    tied,    soon    stayed    the  with   my  command     during  three  days 

progress   of  the    flames.      The   9th  was  and  two  nights.    On  the  morning  of  the 

quartered  in  the  outskirts  of   the  city  to  fifth  I  settled  my  company  in  their  new 

the  eastward.    On  the  fourth,  Pies.  Lin-  quarters  and  at  ten  o'clock   received  a 

coin  walked,  unattended,  from  the  steam-  summons   from  Maj.  Gen.  Weitzel,  ap- 

hoat  landing  to  Pr'es.  Davis's  former  res-  pointingme  Ass't.  Pro.  Marshal  of  the  city 

idence,  leading  little  Tad.    He  would  not.  with    directions  to  report   to  the   Prov. 

wait  for  a  guard,  in  his  eager  haste.    Soon  Marshal  General,  and  was  soon   installed 

the  news  spread  that  Massa  Lincoln   had  in  charge  of  his  office  at  Richmond,    in 

come,  and  the  negroes  rallied  and  follow-  the  U.  S.  Custom    House,   previously  oc- 

ed,  shouting,  "  Massa  Linkulm  hah  come,  cupied  by  the  Treasury  Dep't  of  the  Con- 

bress  the  Lord."      As  the  crowd  passed  federacy.      There    I   remained    until   the 

my  station  in  the  Capitol  square,  I  noticed  last  of  the  month  when  I    was  appointed 

two  negro  misses  neatly  dressed,   in   the  Adjt.    General  of  the  district  of  the   Ap- 

rear  of  the  dusty  crowd,  dancing,   clap-  pomatox,     embracing      seven      counties 

ping  their  hands  and  singing  the  above  lying  between  the  James  and  Appomatox 

refrain.    I  might  tell  of  falling  exhaust-  rivers  with  headquarters  at   Manchester, 

ed  upon  the' side-walk  and   being  kindly  On  the  13t!i  of  June  I  rejoined   my    regi- 

nnnistered  untoln    our   dusky   friends,—  ment   and    accompanied    it    to    Vermont 

of  the  cro ivd  of  men,   women   and  chil-  where  we  were  disbanded  at   Burlington, 

dren,  white  and  colored,  who  met  us  com-  dune  23d,  18(55.     While  in  chargeat  Rich- 

nig    up    Main     street    witii    shouts    and  mond.  it    was    my    privilege    to    secure 

songs  of  thanksgiving,  bearing  the  little  many    relics   and    documents,    some    of 

tlag  1  have  now  ;  how  1  carried  it  proudly  which  1  now  have,  but  the  most  of  which 

thro' the  city,  ami,    when    1  lay   upon  the.  are  in  the  keeping  of  the  State   Historical 

side-walk,  how  .hey  came  ami  knelt   and  Society  and  of  the  State  University. 
kissed  the  flair  1   held,  saying   they  had 


Proceedings  of  the  Rutland  County  Historical  Society 

AT  A  PICNIC  HELD  ON  MASON'S  POINT,  LAKE  BOMOSEEN,  THURSDAY, 
JULY  20,   1882. 


The  Rutland  County  Historical  Society 
held  a  picnic  on  Mason's  Point  Thursday, 
July  20,  1882.  Many  of  their  families 
and  invited  friends  were  present. 

ADDRESS   BY  THE    PRESIDENT. 

Hon.  Barnes  Frisbie  president  of  the 
society  called  the  assemblage  to  order 
and  read  the  following  address: 

We  are  here  to-day  for  what  we  call 
"  a  basket  picnic.''  This  signifies  an  en- 
tertainment, but  if  properly  conducted  it 
may  nevertheless  be  a  legitimate  and 
proper  work  for  the  Rutland  County  His- 
torical Society.  The  occasion  is  not  only 
one  for  "a  good  time,"  as  the  boys  would 
say,  but  an  opportunity  for  historical  re- 
search—an opportunity  to  learn  the  les- 
sons which  history  will  give  us.  A  little 
more  than  100  years  ago  all  this  re- 
gion round  about  was  one  unbroken  forest 
save  by  the  beautiful  lake  before  us,  and 
the  streams  which  made  their  way  as  now 
to  that  larger  lake,  Champlain.  In  the 
words  of  that  eminent  writer,  J.  Fenni- 
morc  Cooper,  previous  to  that  time,  "un- 
numbered seasons,  ages  of  unrecorded 
time  had  passed  away,  while  hill  and  val- 
ley, mountain  and  glen— all  lay  slumber- 
ing in  the  twilight  of  the  forest,  and  the 
silence  was  only  broken  now  and  then  by 
the  fitful  bursts  of  the  hungry  cry  of  the 
beast  of  prey,  or  the  fierce  deed  of  savage 
men,  whoop  and  dance,  triumph  ami  tor- 
ture, and  then  died  away,  leaving  the 
lireath  of  life  to  rise,  and  fall  with  the 
passing  breczt ."  The  white  man  came, 
the  Indian  passed  away,  leaving  only 
i-i-s  nidi,  itive  of  sava/e  lit'i  which 
are  picked  up  now  and  then  ami  preserv- 
ed by  antiquarians. 


What  changes  have  been  wrought  since 
the  settlement  by  the  white  man  began  ! 
I  have  not  time  to  discourse  upon  those 
multifarious  and  those  marvellous 
changes  which  have  been  effected  in  tli£ 
civilization  of  the  last  century ;  but  the 
occasion  induces  ineto  call  your  attention 
for  a  moment  to  a  change  in  this  locality. 
I  mean  this  lake  or  more  particularly  its 
surroundings.  More  than  forty  years  ago 
I  visited  this  lake,  then  known  as  Castle- 
ton  Pond,  in  company  with  Lewis  Miner, 
then  of  Castleton,  who  died  several  years 
ago.  We  went  to  the  lake  on  a  fishing 
excursion  and  were  successful,  as  we 
brought  away  as  many  suckers  as  we 
cared  to,  caught  in  an  arm  of  the  lake 
somewhere  along  the  east  side.  But 
what  I  have  now  particularly  in 
mind  is,  that  there  was  not  then  to  my 
knowledge  a  summer  boarding  house,  or 
any  provisions  made  anywhere  about  the 
lake  for  the  reception  of  summer  visitors. 
I  do  remember  a  man,  who  it  was,  or 
his  exact  locality  I  cannot  recall,  who 
kept  a  boat  or  two,  and  some  trifling 
other  material  for  the  accomodation  of 
fishermen,  but  his  idea  of  the  lake  and 
its  surroundings  were  about  on  a  level 
with  the  tailor's  on  his  first  visit  to 
Niagara  Falls— "it  would  be agood place 
to  sponge  a  coat,"  he  said. 

I  am  reminded  that  we  must  be  brief 
an  this  occasion,  but  I  desire  to  add  what 
most  of  yon  know  as  well,  or  better  than 
1  do.  The  idea  of  summer  resorts  at 
some  favored  locality  is  a  modern  idea, 
and  has  effected  a  change,  not  on!yr  in 
Castleton,  but  is  apparent  the  country 
over.    As  a  proof  of  this  you  need   onlv 
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to  be  referred  to  the  fact  that  several 
"hotels  are  erected  about  your  lake,  and 
provisions  made  for  the  accomodation  of 
summer  visitors  and  tourists.  Nor.  need 
you  be  told  that  picnic  parties,  rides  to 
such  localities  as  this,  are  now  at  least 
twenty  where  there  was  but  one  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  This  is  matter  of  history, 
is  it  not?  The  true  historian  will  look 
after  cause  and  effect.  We  have  not 
time  to  elaborate  upon  the  cause  as  we 
understand  it,  but  may  not  the  cause  be 
found  in  the  advance  we  have  made  in 
our  civilization,  in  the  love  and  apprecia- 
tion" of  the  beauties  of  nature.  If  right 
in  my  philosophy,  we  have  made  prog- 
ress, real,  substantial,  enduring  prog- 
ress. In  the  eager  and  persistent  chase 
after  the  dollar,  the  city  merchant,  busi- 
ness man  overworks  his  brain,  and  how 
better  can  he  relieve  himself  than  a  re- 
sort to  some  locality  like  this  where  na- 
ture's work  invites  to  rest  and  repose.  In 
nature's  work",  we  not  only  find  beauty 
which  has  or  never  can  be  equaled  by 
art,  but  there  is  in  nature,  that  simplici- 
ty which  promotes  health  of  mind  and 
body,  and  herein  comes  the  benefit  of 
"summering"  on  the  mountains  in  the 
rural  districts,  or  on  some  chosen  locality 
where  "nature's  remedy"'  may  be  had  for 
the  restoration  of  him  who  has  enfeebled 
his  energies  by  excessive  mental  or  phys- 
ical labor. 

A  historical  society,  if  it  makes  itself 
of  any  value  to  a  community,  does  so  as 
an  educator.  I  am  aware  that  change  is 
not  always  improvement  even  in  this 
progressive  age,  but  that  we  have  the 
change,  I  have  attempted  to  indicate  is 
certain  ;  it  is  a  feature  society  has  recent- 
ly taken  upon  itself,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
eyery  well-wisher  of  his  kind  to  give  it 
such  direction  as  will  result  to  our  good. 
The  Saratoga  races,  reports  of  which  oc- 
cupy prominent  places  in  the  leading 
papers  of  New  York,  at  which  long  purs- 
es are  contended  for,  would  indicate 
that  dissipation  and  questionable  moral- 
ity were  leading  elements  of:  the  "sum- 
mering" at  that  resort.  Let  them  come 
here  and  view  this  bountiful  lake,  take  a 


ride  upon  it  and  while  so  doing  look  up- 
on the  hills,  the  groves,  the  forests,  the 
farms  and  the  varied  scenery  which  en- 
circle it.  They  may  also  see  the  moun- 
tains in  the  distance.  They  are  not  of 
j;reat  height  it  is  tine.  Yet  there  is 
harmony  in  the  picture,  and  together 
form  one  of  the  finest  views  in  New  En- 
gland. It  is  the  better  for  its  simplici- 
ty—its rural  beauty. 

vice-presidext's  address. 

Dr.  J.  Sanford  of  Castleton,  Vice- Presi- 
dent of  the  Society,  delivered  an  address 
as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: — 
A  few  additional  prefatory  remarks  for  this 
occasion  may  not  come  amiss.  If  this  was  a 
gathering  under  any  other  organization  than 
just  what  it  is— to  use  a  common  expression — 
our  remarks  would  prohably  "go  in  at  one  ear 
and  out  at  the  other"  and  be  forgotten.  We 
cannot  impress  too  strongly  upon  our  minds 
that  this  is  no  ordinary  occasion.  A  Histor- 
ical Society  differs  from  all  others.  We  gath- 
er knowledge  from  every  source,  not  so  much 
for  our  own,  as  for  the  benefit  of  those  yet  un 
born.  It  is  our  dutv  to  see  that  a  proper  rec- 
ord is  made  of  the  articles  and  subjects 
brought  to  our  attention,  and  that  the  same 
are  deposited  in  places  of  comparative  safety. 
There  is  much  hard  work  to  be  done.  This 
day  is  set  apart  as  a  holiday— a  day  for  light 
work;  and  yet  even  the  doings  of  this  day 
will  be  placed  in  the  archives  of  kindred 
Historical  Societies  in  botli  America  and  Eu- 
rope, and  will  live  we  trust  when  "Celebra- 
tion Rock,"  which  is  near  us,  shall  have  crum- 
bled to  dust.  I  will  illustrate  the  importance 
of  our  doing'-*  in  this  wise:— we  have  reason 
to  believe  that  oue  hundred  years  ago,  or 
about  that  period,  the  inhabitants  frequently 
met  upon  this  -'Point,"  or  in  its  vicinity  and 
held  conversation.  They  talked  of  their  ex- 
periences in  the  past;— of  the  present  condi- 
tion of  things  around  them,  and  of  prospects 
in  the  future.  If  we  could  have  that  conver- 
sation, word  for  word,  printed  in  a  book  and 
the  same  should  be  read  to  this  audience,  it 
would  take  the  preference  to  any  thing  that 
we  shall  do  or  say;  so,  we  may  judge  that  the 
remarks  which  we  shall    make  at  this  time. 
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however  trivial  they  may  seem  to  us,  will  in 
one  hunched  years  hence  be  seized  upon  and 
devoured  with  avidity.  Objectsseen  through 
the  fogof  the  past,  assume  importance  and  di- 
mensions in  proportion  to  the  distance. 
Probably  one  hundred  years  bene*,  new  roads, 
or  streets,  will  be  hereabouts  constructed. 
On  this,lPoint"  and  entirely  around  on  the 
shores  of  this  lake  elegant  mansions— and  per- 
haps thosj  not  so.  very  elegant— will  arise. 
Inhabitants  differing  from  us  in  laws,  cus- 
toms, and  fashions  will  take  our  places. 
They  will  differ  so  widely  in  their  fashion  of 
dress — ,  in  their  manner  of  eating  and  in  the 
way  they  will  do  everything,  thai  could  we 
be  set  down  in  their  midst  just  as  we  shall 
appear  while  we  are  taking  our  refreshments 
here  to  day,  they  would  gather  around  and 
look  upon  us  as  curiosities, — as  a  queer  acting 
and  looking  set  of  bei  ngs.  We  should  appear 
as  odd  to  them  as  "Ye  Castleton  Bande  of 
Men  and  Women  Singers"  appear  to  us  when 
they  are  holding  an  old  folks  concert,  with  Jo- 
seph S.  Dutton  as  leader. 

As  a  Society  our  object  is  to  gather  facts. 
When  we  call  imagination  to  our  aid  it  can 
readily  be  distinguished  from  that  which  we 
put  forth  as  truth,  as  for  instance,  when  it  is 
told  to  us  that  about  one  hundred  years  ago 
they  cut  down,  in  these  parts  great  numbers 
of  large  pine  trees,  from  which  they  made 
"log  heaps"  and  burned  them  in  order  to  get 
them  out  of  their  way,  and  that  as  one  man 
living  at  Castleton  Corners,  with  axe  was  about 
to  lay  prostrate  aii  unusually  tall  pine— for  the 
purpose  of  destruction—  he  placed  his  hand  up 
on  the  side  of  the  tree  and  said  :  "  Boys,  you 
may  believe  it  or  not,  but  I  should'nt  wonder 
if  the  time  is  coming  when  such  a  tree  as  this 
standing    right    where    it    is     would    bring 

TWENTT-FIVE   CENTS. 

This  we  believe  to  be  a  truth  ;  but  when 
Granny  Carver—  hv'ng  also  at  Castleton  Cor 
ners—  said  :  "  I  can  remember  when  all  these 
gieiit  pine  trees  were  little  huckleberry  bush- 
es.'' This  we  believe  was  solely  the  fruit  of 
Hie  old  lady's  imagination  :  still,  it  Darwin's 
theory,  or  doctrine  of  evolution  should  become 
established,  mankind  may  yet  believe  that 
pine  trees  were  once  huckleberry  bushes;  and 


•anny  ( 


ted  as  one  far 


advance  of  the  age  in  which  she  lived :  but 
without  regard  to  what  the  future  may  devel- 
op let  us  make  the  most  of  to  day,  for  it  is  not 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  even  one  of  our 
number  will  be  present  at  a  picnic  to  be  hold- 
en  on  this  "Point"  July  20,  19S2. 

The  following  committee  were  appoint- 
ed to  erect  a  tripod  and  hang  the  kettle 
for  coffee:  B.  W.  Burt  aud  Allen  Palmer 
of  Castleton,  and  T.  D.  Dewey  of  Poult- 
ney.  When  it  was  erected  B.  W.  Burt 
made  the  following  address : 
Mr.  President:— 

I  esteem  it  a  high  privilege  to  he  permitted 
to  assist  in  placing  these  venerable  relics  of 
"  ye  olden  time  "  in  position  on  this  occasion. 
I  feel  that  we  should  perform  this  ceremony 
with  veneration  and  with  uncovered  heads 
as  a  mark  of  respect  to  thos<>  aged  representa- 
tions of  a  hundred  years  ago.  It  is  said  these 
articles  were  constructed  a  century  since  ;  by 
whom  they  were  made  and  by  whom  they 
were  used  no  one  is  here  or  elsewhere  to  in- 
form us ;  history  may. 

At  that  early  day  Rutland  county,  the  ter- 
ritory this  society  represents,  was  almost  a 
vast  wilderness,  with  only  here  and  there  a 
hamlet  or  a  dot  of  a  village.  But  this  lovely 
lake,  this  pleasant  point  of  land  or  rock  on 
which  we  are  assembled,  and  the  majestic 
Bird  mountain,  and  ether  places  of  historic 
interest  we  behold  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach, 
were  in  existence  at  that  age  of  the  world  as 
they  are  to-day. 

In  conversation  with  an  aged  and  honored 
citizen  of  this  county,  Deacon  Simeon  Gilbert, 
recently  he  remarked  to  me  that  he  had  been 
conversant  with  Castleton  since  1820  ;  he  also 
named  prominent  men  of  the  town  at  that 
time,  not  one  of  whom,  aud  but  few  of  their 
descendants  remain  ;  but  these  ancient  pro- 
ductions oi  other  years  and  days  linger  among 
us  as  mementoes  of  a  former  age  and  genera- 
tion. 

Mr.  President,  in  closing  permit  me  to  con- 
gratulate the  society  on  its  success  as  a  his- 
toric institution  thus  far,  and  to  wish  long 
life,  health  and  happiness  to  you  and  all  your 
associates  who  partake  of  the  delicious  bev- 
erage prepared  for  them  to-day  from  this  ket- 
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tie,  dedicated  to  pork   and  beans  by  our  an- 
cestors, about  the  year  1782. 

The  following  committee  wore  appoint- 
ed to  build  a  fire:  L.  B.  Smith  and  J.  S. 
Dutton  of  Castleton,  and  A.  E.  Knapp  of 
Ponltney.  When  the  fire  was  started  L. 
B.  Smith  made  the  following  address: 

As  chairman  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  light  this  lire,  permit  me,  in  allud- 
ing to  the  gveat  changes  mentioned  by 
our  honored  president,  to  say  .meat 
changes  have  indeed  taken  place  in  the 
past  hundred  years.  Once  the  Indian 
warrior  scoured  the  forests  in  this  region 
while  the  dark  women  of  the  tribe  tilled 
the  adjacent  Indian  fields.  Our  venerable 
president  is  not  as  old  as  the  pyramids  of 
Egypt,  that  now  look  down,  from  four 
thousand  years  upon  a  struggling  people, 
but.  he  can  remember  when  this  beautiful 
Lake  Bomoseen  was  nothing  but  a  fish- 
pond, and  the  island  of  Neshobe  was  not, 
neither  was  there  any  celebration  rock  ; 
but  he  can't  remember  the  time  when  the 
wild  man  roamed  here,  who  now  reposes 
peacefully  by  the  groves  of  his  fathers. 
And  now,  Mr,  President,  I  am  about  to 
light  this  council  tire,  and  as  the  aborig- 
ines when  at  council  listened  to  the  wis- 
dom of  the  aged  warriors,  so  we  now 
await  to  hear  from  age  and  wisdom,  hop- 
ing to  be  permitted  to  eat  our  hash  in 
in  peace  on  this  festive  occasion.  (Lights 
the  fire.) 

The  following  committees  were  ap- 
pointed: On  coffee,  .Mis.  J.  S.  Dutton  and 
Miss  E.  Uake  of  Castleton,  and  Miss 
Emiline  Gilbert  of  Fairhaven  ;  on  tea, 
Mrs.  T.  D.  Dewey  of  Poultney,  Mrs.  15.  VV. 
Burt  and  Mrs.  L.  15.  Smith  of  Castleton  ; 
on  chocolate.  Mrs.  I).  Arnold  and  Miss 
Lucy  A.  Noyes  of  Castleton,  and  Mrs.  M. 
V.  Barbour  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 

An  hour   was  very  pleasantly  spent  at ' 
refreshments. 


The  afternoon  exei 
with  the  address  of  Jai 
of  Castleton. 

ADDUF.SS  OK  JAM! 


s  commenced 
H.    McMullcn 


II.  MCMII.I. 
.ETON. 


The  uiemU'is  of  the  Rutland  County 
Historical  Society,  their  kindred  and 
friends  after  a  lapse  of  a  year  or  more 
have  re-assembled  on  Mason's  Point  be- 
neath the  folia i;e  of  its  beautiful  grove, 
where  the  gentle  breezes  play  among  the 
brandies  to  enjoj  in  concourse,  sightsee- 
ing, speeches,  poems,  and  music.    To-day 


as  we  are  permitted  to  gaze  upon  relics  of 
antiquity  we  are  carried  in  thought  over 
the  past  to  the  year  1700  when  the  banks 
of  this  attractive  lake  were  lined  with 
stately  trees,  and  where  the  red  man 
roamed  in  uiitrammeled  freedom  through 
his  primeval  wilds,  ere  the  footprints  of 
the  white  primogenitor  were  known,  in 
this  vicinity.  In  those  days  and  years 
following  it  was  unnecessary  that  the 
Abenakis  select  their  camping-mounds 
with  great  care  in  some  lonely  place 
where  the  topography  of  the  ground  was 
likely  to  conceal  the  ascending  smoke,  as 
there  were  no  Daniel  Booties,  Simon 
Kentonsand  Kit  (.'arsons  to  contend  witli. 
Numbers  of  the  tribe  when  reclining  on 
the  eastern  shore  at,  twilight,  could  be- 
hold camp  tires  on  the  opposite  shore 
when  night  had  drawn  her  mantle  over 
the  crystalline  lake,  and  about  which  the 
savages  were  seated  relating  their  ad- 
ventures in   newly   discovered    sections. 

Others  of  the  tribe  spent  the  greater 
portion  of  their  time  paddling  their  birch 
canoes  on  the  bosom  of  the  lake,  captur- 
ingthe .finny  tribe.and  on  the  Isle  of  Xesh- 
obe where  stones  were  chipped  into  vari- 
ous shapes  embracing  strange  implements 
which  were  scattered  in  different  locali- 
ties for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  archae- 
ologists in  after  years.  The  most  distin- 
guished antiquarians  of  the  day  failed  to 
discover  any  traditionary  record  of  In- 
dian relics  found  near  Lake  Bomoseen. 
Our  talented  young  townsman  Doctor  J. 
M.  Currier  ha'ssolved  the  problem  "Those 
ancient  forest  dwellers  whose  fragile 
birch  barks  and  dainty  paddles  who  glid- 
ed over  the  sparkling  waters  of  this  beau- 
tiful lake  have  passed  beyond  our  vision 
—and  the  graves  of  these  who  first  knew 
beautiful  Bomoseen  are  forgotten  even  in 
the  memory  of  the  oldest  survivors  among 
us." 

One  wish  have  1  for  the  friends  assem- 
bled, that  as  their  sun  goes  down  may 
their  night  come  on  full  of  stars  a»d  the 
promise  of  a  glorious  dawn. 

Dr.  John  M.  Currier  responded  to  Mr. 
McMullcn  as  follows: 

The  line  of  stone  wall  which  you  see 
miming  north  and  south,  along  this  point 
of  land,  marks  the  survey  between  two 
lots,  made  by  Col.  Amos  Bird  more  than 
one  hundred  years  ago.  The  wall  itself 
is  a  laud  mark;  i!  was  built,  of  course  by 
the  two  settlers  who  lived  on  either  side. 
after  the  land  was  cleared,  between  00 
and  100  years  since.  The  Aborigines, 
only  a  few  years  previously,  had  aban- 
doned this  region  as  a  permanent   home  ; 
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and  nothing  was  left  to  trace  their  resi- 
dence but  weighty  and  cumbersome  stone 
implements,  which  we  find  numerously 
scattered  over  this  very  soil  on  which  we 
stand.  This  point,  as  well  as  the  shore 
of  the  lake  to  the  north  and  south  was  the 
home  of  a  large  tribe  ;  but  the  approach 
of  the  pale  faces  warned  them  that  their 
haunts  must  be  abandoned. 

Sad  indeed  was  their  departure.  As 
their  liuht  canoes  were  silently  gliding 
along  the  placid  waters  of  Bomoseen, 
their  council  lire  upon  the  southern  shore 
of  Neshobe  island  grew  dim,  ami  when 
they  had  readied  the  rocky  banks  of  the 
western  shore  of  the  lake,  the  last  spark 
was  extinguished,  never  to  be   relighted. 

But  I  will  leave  these  thoughts  to  my 
literary  friend,  Mr.  McMullen,  who  pre- 
ceded me,  and  who  constantly  lives, 
sleeps  and  dreams  in  the  most  fragrant 
atmosphere  of  romantic  thought  and  rev- 
erie. 

By  the  side  of  this  ancient  wail  stands 
a  knob  of  slate  rock  ;  it  has  been  a  con- 
spicuous object  on  this  point  for  many 
years  past,  and  will  be  a  noted  object  for 
centuries  to  come.  To-day  we  confer  a 
name  upon  this  rock,  which  pleasant  duty 
I  will  leave  for  our  worthy  president  to 
perform. 

The  President  then  announced  that  the 
object  of  this  picnic  was  for  the  purpose 
of  naming  the  knob  of  slate  rock  just  to  the 
west  of  us  and  called  upon  the  Rev.  J.  P. 
Demerritt  to  read  the  correspondence 
that  had  taken  place  between  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  society  and    "Josh    Billings." 

The  following  correspondence  between 
the  Secretary  of  the  Society  and  "'Josh 
Billings"  was  then  read  : 

the  secretary  to  "josh." 
Office  of  Secretary  of  the        ) 
Rutland  County  Historical  Society,  !> 
Castleton,  Vt.,  June  25,  1882.         S 

J\><tr  "Josh.1':— On  July  4,  1*1,  our 
Society  celebrated  on  Mason's  Point, 
Lake  Bomoseen,  and  conferred  the  name, 
Neshobe,  on  the  island  situated  to  the 
westward  of  the  Point.  The  Island  and 
Mason's  Point  were  parrs  <>f  the  farm  be- 
longing to  "V our  grandfather,  Dr.  Samuel 
Shaw,  who  purchased  it  of  Marshal  Jones, 
March  28,1801.  Alter  the  death  of  Dr. 
Shaw  the  property  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Ins  s<»n  Henry  Shaw  of  Lancsborough, 
.Mass.,  who  deeded  the  farm  to  John 
Meachaui,  May  28,  1832. 

On  Mason's  Point  mar  where  the  Soci- 
ety celebrated,  a  curiously  rounded  knob 
of  slate  rock  rises  about  twenty  feet 
above  the  surrounding  land.     It  is  a  very 


attractive  object  in  the  cool  maple  grove, 
and  will  be  a  marked  spot  to  all  future 
visitors  to  the  beautiful  Pake  Bomoseen. 
The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Rutland 
County  Historical  Society,  propose  to  hold 
a  basket  pic-ilic  Oil  Mason's  Point  about 
the  middle  of  July  and  name  that  Rock 
"Josh  Billing's'"  Pulpit,  but  we  await 
your  response.  Very  respectfully, 
John*  M.  Currier, 

Sec.  Rut.  Co.  Hist.  Soc. 
"josh"  to  the  secretary. 
Glen  House,  X.  H.,  July  3,  1882. 

Dear  Sir:— I  left  New  York  City  Mon- 
day May  8th,  and  drove  my  horses  to  the 
Glen  House.  White  Mountains,  where  [ 
am  now  staying,  and  where  I  expect  to 
stay  until  the  middle  of  September.  Your 
letter  was  forwarded  to  me  here. 

In  reply  to  that  portion  of  vour  letter 
which  proposes  to  name  the  Rock,  "Josh 
Billiitys  PulpiV:  I  accept  the  honor, 
and  hope,  at  some  time  to  read  my  lecture 
("The  Probabilities  of  Life")  from  that 
same  Rock. 

On  my  return  to  New  York  in  the  fall  I 
intend  to  come  by  the  way  of  Rutland 
and  Castleton. 

Please  present  my  respect  and  kind  re- 
gards to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Rutland  County  Historical  Society. 
Henry  W.  Shaw, 
("Josh  Billings.") 
To  John  M.  Currier.  Esq., 

Sec.  Rut.  Co.  Hist.  Soc. 

Mr.  A.  N.  Adams  moved  that  this  rock 
be  called  "Josh  Billings7  Pulpit,"  which 
was  unanimously  carried. 

The  president  then  pronounced  :  "That 
so  long  as  the  Isle  of  Neshobe  bathes  in 
the  limpid  waters  of  the  Bomoseen  ;  so 
long  as  green  and  marble  slate  is  quar- 
ried in  Rutland  County ;  and  so  long  as 
tne  American  eagle  builds  her  nest  in  the 
cliffs  of  yonder  Cedar  Mountain  ;  just  so 
long  shall  this  Knob  be  known  as  "Josh 
Hillings'  Pulpit."  In  witness  whereof 
the  Rutland  County  Historical  Society 
sets  its  hand  and  seal."  At  the  same  time 
hi'  smashed  a  bottle  of  paragoric  upon  the 
identical  knob.  Up  wc.it  the  hearty 
cheers  of  the  crowd  and  hoarse  voices  of 
the  trumpeters.  - 

Rev.  J.  P.  Demerritt  of  Castleton  was 
then  called  upon  and  said: 

1  did  not  think  of 
a  speech  ;  but  havii 
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rests  on  one  or  two  principles.  One  is 
this:  I  see  the  purpose  of  this  society. 
It  devolves  on  the  people  of  the  world  to 
furnish  all  complete  history.  All  the  his- 
tory back  of  ns  must  be  complete  ;  for  we 
commenced  one  hundred  veins  ago,  and 
so,  like  the  flower,  like  the  bud,  we  have 
a  germ,  a  beginning.  We  furnish,  as  a 
nation,  the  only  complete  history.  An- 
other point:  The  science  of  history.  His- 
tory as  a  system  is  to  be  found  in  Ameri- 
can history  as  nowhere  else ;  and  so  our 
history  is  not 'only  complete,  but  it  is  to 
be  a  beautiful  history.  Another  thought: 
Now  is  the  time.  We  have  a  few  old  men 
and  women  among  us  who  can  go  hack  in 
thought  a  great  many  years.  If  ever 
there  is  a  time  to  collect  facts  that  will 
be  important  in  history,  that  time  is  now. 
It  is  a  thing-  that  needs  to  he  done  now. 
And  so  I  regard  this  society,  and  this 
gathering  to-day  as  of  great  importance 
in  helping  to  make  our  history  complete. 
I  leave  it  for  others  to  speak  to  you  on 
what  is  of  interest. 

A.  N.  Adams  of  Fairhaven  was  called 
upon  and  said : 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  somewhat  sur- 
prised. I  did  not  come  here  with  any  ex- 
pectation of  making  a  speech  ;  and  yet,  I 
think  there  is  enough  to  be  said  to  take 
all  our  time.  There  is  a  large  work  to  be 
done  for  the  future  historian  to  write  an 
accurate  history,  and  it  is  to  be  done  by 
societies  like  this.  There  are  other  so- 
cieties working  like  this,  and  gathering 
facts  which  will  by  and  by  be  collected 
by  some  future  historian,  and  woven  into 
a  beautiful  whole.  It  is  to  this  end  we 
all  wish  to  learn  to  look  at  facts.  1  have 
been  interested  in  reading  the  history  of 
our  revolutionary  times  as  given  by  Mr 
Lecky,  an  English  writer.  When  I  have 
been  going  over  these  pages  of  Mr  Lecky 
I  have  thought  the  English  people  had 
more  to  undergo  than  we  are  willing  to 
admit.  I  think  when  a  people  begin  to 
learn  to  be  more  impartial,  to  admit  the 
truth  when  it  is  against  I  hem  it  will  he  a 
great  thing.  The  English  people  did  just 
what  we  would  have  done  in  the  same 
place,  for  human  nature  is  alike.  I  have 
been  interested  in  observing  upon  what 
slight  circumstances  the  Revolution  turn- 
ed. The  middle  provinces,  especially 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  were  luke- 
warm;  in  a  measure  they  sympathized 
with  On.  Howe.  We  know  how  Wash- 
ington struggled  year  alter  year;  we 
know  how  few  were  his  troops,  and  yet  it 
was  the  inactivity  of  IIowo  that  enabled 
Washington  to  carry  on  the  war.  Had 
they  had  active  generals  they  would  have 
crushed  the   Americans.     The  tide  was 


turned  on  very  slender  issues,  as  the  re- 
sult at  Saratoga.  From  that  time  the 
people  began  to  turn  against  the  govern- 
ment.    I    think    in   the  future    the    times 

hied,  in  coining  time,  to  pass  a  more  accu- 
rate .judgment.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
future  historians  will  he  more  correct-  in 
their  writings.  I  say  these  things  for  I 
think  them.  It  stands  us  to  continue  in 
our  good  work  in  order  that  we  may  get, 
a  more  correct  know  ledge  of  history.  Let 
us  learn  to  he  more  sure,  to  admit  truth, 
even  if  it  is  against  us. 

An  original  poem  was  read  which  had 
been  expressly  written  for  this  occasion 
by  Prof.  Robert  Emmet  Maranville,  Prin- 
cipal of  Milford  Academy,  Milford,  Del. 

BEAUTIFUL  NESHOBE. 


Oh  fairest  of  the  Nine!  we  brii 
Flowers  for  thee,  Melpomene  ! 
And  laurel  leaves  from  NESHOBE. 

2  Our  vows  we  offer  if  'twill  suffice. 
On  a  hundred  altars  we  sacrifice; 
For  "spirit-life"  was  given,  and  we 

First  lisped  "Our  Father,"  near  NESHOBE. 

3  Hal!,  happy  isle!  when  censed  thy  might? 
When  dawned  on  thee  Creation's  light? 
As  Cytherean  Venus  arose  from  the  sea, 
So  floated  I.  beautiful  NESHOBE. 

4  In  the  sparkling  waters  of  Bomoseen, 
Thousittest  sublime,  a  perfect  queen; 
Fixed  as  the  realms  of  eternity 

Art  thou,  oh  beautiful  NLslIOBE. 

5  Around  thy  shores  surpassingly  fair, 
The  Indian  maiden.  Ztlpah,  there. 
Was  wooed  and  won  bv  lover  so  free. 
The  brave  and  faithful  NESHOBE. 

tj  The"Great  Spirit"  smiled  on  them  from  above 
As  here  they  piighted  their  vows  of  love; 
The  smile  of  the  Gods,  by  Heaven's  decree. 
Still  rests  on  charming  NESHOBE. 

7  Thy  banks  once  echoed  the  loud  halloo. 
Of  the  Indian  scout  in  his  light  canoe, 

As  he  followed  the  panting  d<-er.  round  the 
Lake,  encircling  beautiful  NESHOBE. 

8  From  many  a  jutting  crag  and  crest, 
The  royal  eagle  built  her  nest. 

Or  soared  aloft  from  towering  tree. 
O'er  Bomoseen  and  NESHOBE. 

9  'Tis  full  one  hundred  years,  and  more. 
Since  the  haughty  Briton  trod  the  shore 
Of  '•  Pleasant  Water,''  silver  sea, 

lake  Bomoseen  and  NESHOBE. 

10  Then,  through  every  village  and  farm. 

The   Oieen    Mountain  Boys  were  lilled  Willi 

alarm. 
While  Allen,  and  Warner,  and  bold  Col.  Lee 
Fought    red-coats    and     torles   with    brave 

NESHOBE. 


I 


11  V' 


,'lorious  Vermonters!  grand  was  your 
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In  the  struggle  for  freedom,  we  know  It  by 

heart,. 
At  Hubbardton.Castleton.  Bennington,  ye 
Fought    shoulder  to   shoulder  with   brave 

NESHOBE. 

12  Now,  round  the  waters  of  Lake  Bornoseen, 
The  landscape  is  clothed  in  perpetual  green, 
And  here  we  dauced  on  a  dear   mother's 

knee. 
In  sight  of  the  beautiful  NESHOBE. 

13  Now,  in  every  hamlet  are  men, 

Who,  if  need  be,  would  fight  for  their  coun- 
try again. 

Who  would  shoulder  their  muskets  and  dare 
be  free 

As  the  waters  that  glisten  round  fair 
NESHOBE. 

14  We  are  dreaming  now  of  halcyon  days. 
Of  the  autumn  sunset's  gilded  rays, 

As  they  glimmered  and  glistened  in  joyous 

glee, 
And    danced   on    the  waters  round  bright 

NESHOBE. 

15  We  remember  well  a  maiden  fair. 
With  deep  blue  eyes  ami  shining  hair. 

Her  triumphs  are  o'er,  she  has  crossed  the 

sea, 
And  sleeps  near  beautiful  NESHOBE. 

10  God  bless  the  town  where  we  were  born. 
Where  garners   are    rilled   with  wine    and 

corn ; 
God  bless  her  sons  and  daughters  free. 
Who  dwell  near  beautiful  NESHOBE. 

17  Her  mountains  are  covered  with  evergreen 

tree*, 
That  glisten   in  sunlight  and   wave  in  the 

breeze. 
On  the  wings  of  the  wind,  from  mountain 

to  sea, 
My  soul  reaches  after  thee,  fair   NESHOBE. 

IS  This  fleeting  lire  will  soon  be  o'er, 
We  almost  hear  the  muffled  oar; 
But  when  beyond  the  stormy  sea. 
May  we  anchor  near  beautiful  NESHOBE. 

19  As  the  hart  panteth  after  the  river's  brink, 
And  delighleth  herself  again  to  drink 
The  cooling  waters,  so  pure  and  sweet. 
As  they  murmur  along  beneath  her  feet, 
Soyearneth  my  soul  fur  the  silvery  sea. 
Lake  Bornoseen  and  NESHOBE. 

X)  Farewell  dear  isle!  we  fain  would  lave 
Our  limbs  again.  In  the  crystal  wave, 
Of  the  lovelv  lake  embracing  thee. 
Lake  Bornoseen  and  NESHOBE. 

Prof.  Maranville  adds  in  a  letter  bear- 
ing same  date  as  follows : 

"  I  was  born,  in  the  house  of  uncle 
Ashbel  Pond,  which  accounts  for  the  ref- 
erences in  stanzas  '2  and  12. 

"It  makes  me  homesick  to- think  of 
'hat  enchanting  Jake,  nestled  so  snugly 
i'«  it  is,  and  the  famous  island.  If  they 
were  located  here  in  the  vicinity  of  Mil- 
lord,  they  would  speedily  become  famous 
resorts  in  the  summer.  I  cannot  sec  why 
IJuinoseen  should  not  be  as  noted  as  St. 
''•nhciine.  How  appropriate  the  name 
V'shobe  is,  and  how  musical  it  is  in  con- 
mvlioii  with  Bornoseen! 


"I  hope  your  society  will  be  entirely 
successful  in  all  its  efforts." 

Prof.  Abel  E.  Leavenworth  was  called 
upon  and  said : 

Members  of  the  Rutland  County  Histori- 
cal Society,   Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 
Much  has  been  said  of  the  debt  we  owe 
our  ancestors.      For  us  our  forefathers 
fought  the  battles  of  freedom,   and  for 
us  they  counted  their  blood   but   witter. 
This  society   has  for  its  avowed  object 
the  gathering  up  and  preservation  of  the 
mementoes  of  their  sufferings  and   valor. 
This  is  well,  for  we  live  and  thrive  of 
the  dead  past.    By  its  experience  we  are 
warned  atid  instructed. 

But,  while  listening  to  the  thrilling 
words  that  carry  us  back  to  the  times  that 
stirred  men's  souls  and  incited  them  to 
do  and  to  dare  for  home  and  liberty,  and 
life,  it  has  occured  tome  that  we  owe  to 
our  posterity  a  debt  that  has  not  been 
duly  recognized. 

In  the  preamble  to  the  declaration  of 
independence  occur  the  words  "to  our- 
selves ;uid  our  posterity."  As' I  have 
studied  the  history  of  the  past,  the 
thought  has  often  been  forced  upon  me, 
with  the  power  of  conviction,  that  for 
themselves  alone  the.  brave  men  we  hon- 
or would  scarcely  have  paid  the  debt  of 
sacrifice  they  so  willingly  met.  But  foi 
their  posterity  they  could  do  it.  It  was 
that  we,  their  descendants,  might  enjoy 
the  blessings  which  are  so  lavishly  show- 
ered upon  us,  that  they  endured.  Three 
millions  threw  themselves  into  the  breach 
because  they  felt  the,  demands  of  the 
fifty  millions  that  todaypeopleourvastdo- 
main.  And,  again,  why  is  it  that  the  ac- 
tive spirits  ta  this  society  are  so  zealous 
in  their  labors.  Is  it  for  themselves  and 
us  that  their  aider  keeps  ever  at  summer 
heat  and  rises  to  blood  heat  at  the  mere 
mention  of  a  relic  of  the  past,  be  it  a  tin 
horn,  broken  pitcher,  or  Indian  arrow 
point  ?  It  is  not  wholly,  I  ween,  for  the 
present  generation  that  they  magnify 
their  labors  in  this  behalf.  It  is  for  "our 
posterity"  that  they  have  called  us  to 
this  pleasant  gathering  by  the  side  of 
this  lovely  sheet  of  water,  of  which  the 
poet  might  have  as  fittingly  sung  as  of 
another: 

"On  thy  fair  bosom,  silver  lake. 

Oh  !  I  could  ever  sweep  the  oar. 
When  early  birds  at  morning  wake. 
And  evening  tells  us  that  toil  is  o'er." 

Go  on,  then  my,  worthy  friends,  in  the 
mission  to  which  the  voices  of  "our  pos- 
terity" have  summoned  you.  Your  re- 
ward shall  be  the  benedictions  sung  by 
them  in  the  coming  years,  perhaps  by  the 
side   of   this  same   lake,   and  under  the 
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shadow  of  this  same  grove,  and  with  the 
genial  warmth  of  the  same  sun  that 
makes  beautiful  this  glorious  summer 
day. 

Hou.  E.  L.  Barbour  of  Benson  then 
read  a  beautiful  poem  entitled.  Naming 
the  Island— A  Legend  of  Lake  Bomo- 
seeu. 

HISTORY    OF  .THE    RELICS    USED    AND    EX- 
HIBITED  AT   THE   PICNIC. 

Steel  Cow  Bell.— This  belongs  to  Dr. 
John  M.  Currier  of  Castleton.  It  was 
formerly  the  property  of  his  maternal 
grandfather,  Mr.  David  Annis  of  Bath, 
N.  II.,  who  died  ill  that  town  August  14, 
1824,  ageil  TO  years.  He  was  a  descen- 
dant of  Charles  Annis,  who  was  born  in 
Enniskillen  in  1638,  and  settled  in  Essex 
county,  Mass.,  in  16G0.  The  bell  was  once 
lost  on  the  home  farm  below  the  "  Nar- 
rows" in  Bath,  and  was  found  by  a  Mr. 
Abbott  about  1852,  thirty  years  after  be- 
ing lost.  The  bell  was  recognized  by  its 
sound  by  Mrs.  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
Annis,  who'was  accustomed  to  hear  it  in 
her  childhood.  The  bell  is  over  one  hun- 
dred years  old. 

Conch-Shell— belonging  to  Mr.  Allen 
Palmer  of  Castleton  ;  it  once  belonged 
to  Mr.  James  Palmer,  who  brought  it 
fiom  Stonington,  Conn.,  about  1782.  He 
settled  in  Clarendon,  Vt.,  in  1782  ;  in  1801 
he  settled  in  Belgo,  in  the  town  of  Cas- 
tleton, where  he  lived  anil  died  in  1838, 
September  3.  He  was  born  March  5, 1704, 
in  Stonington,  Conn. 

Conch-Shell— belonging  to  Alfred  E. 
Higley  of  Castleton  ;  it  was  the  property 
of  his  grandfather,  Brewster  Higley, 
who  came  from  Simsbury,  Conn.,  to  Cas- 
tleton. The  shell  has  been  used  for  more 
than  one  hundred  years  to  call  the  work- 
men to  dinner,  by  the. tour  generations 
of  the  Hi-leys  in  Castleton. 

Pouch-Shell— belonging  to  S!  II.  Lang- 
don,  Esq.,  of  Castleton,  long  time  an 
owner  of  Neshobe  island.  It  has  been 
used  in  the  Langdon  family  over  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-live  years  as  a  dinner 
horn. 


Tripod  that  suspended  the  Coffer  Kettle— 
The  first  leg  of  which  is  a  maple  cut  on 
the  old  fort  ground  in  Castleton,  Yt., 
near  where  Capt.  Williams  was  killed 
Sabbath  morning,  July  0,  1777,  The  sec- 
ond was  secured  on  the  grounds  at  Ma- 
son's Point.  The  third  was  from  the  island 
of  Neshobe  in  lake  Bomoseeu. 

The  Coffee  Kettle  has  the  following  his- 
tory, which  was  furnished  by  Charles  C. 
Bromley  of  Castleton  :  In  1782  the  father 
of  Allen  Palmer  was  living  in  Clarendon. 
A  man  came  by  the  house  one  day,  and 
having  this  kettle  with  him,  Mr.  Palmer 
got  together  all  the  money  and  old  rags, 
etc.,  in  the  house,  in  order  to  purchase 
the  kettle.  It  was  made  in  Bennington, 
and  when  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Palmer  it  had  no  bale  or  handle.  There 
was  no  iron  in  Clarendon,  but  a  black- 
smith there  found  a  bar  of  steel  and 
forged  out  of  that  the  bale  which  is  on  it 
now.  It  is  without  doubt  one  hundred 
years  old.  It  has  capped  a  fence  post  on 
Mr.  Allen  Palmer's  farm  for  the  past  fif- 
teen years,  forgotten  till  the  inquiries  of 
a  member  of  the  society  brought  to  light 
this  aged  relic. 

The  Bottle  of  Paregoric  that  was  smash- 
ed by  the  president  upon  the  knob  of 
slate  rock  when  it  was  named  Josh  Bill- 
•Utcfs  Pulpit  was  furnished  for  the  occa- 
sion by  Dr.  James  Sanford  of  Castleton, 
president  of  the  Rutland  county  Medical 
and  Surgical  Society. 

Barter  Cup.— lion.  E.  L.  Barbour  of 
Benson,  took  his  coffee  out  of  a  pewter 
cup  owned  by  his  grandfather  Monson  of 
Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  who  was  a  sol- 
dier under  Wellington,  and  this  cup  is 
known  to  have  wintered  at  Valley  Forge. 
He  also  used  a  napkin  spun  and  woven 
by  hand  one  hundred  years  before  the  in- 
vention of  the  p  >wer  loom. 

Logging  Chain  that  suspended  the  coffee 
kettle— 'Uns  chain  belongs  to  Hon.  E."  L. 
Rarbour  of  Benson,  and  was  brought  to 
Vermont  from  Piitsiicid,  .Mass.,  by  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Benson,  in  June,  1783. 
The  owner  of  the  chain  built  the  first 
mills  on  the  Hnbbardtou  river,  and  this 
chain  drew  the  first  logs  to  the  first  mill. 


The  name  of  the  settler  was  Daniel  Bar- 
hour,'  grandfather  of  the  present  owner. 

Logging  chain. — Dr.  James  San  ford  ex- 
hibited a  lot?  chain  in  the  following 
words:  "This  chain  was  brought  from 
Connecticut  by  one  John  Johnson.  From 
him  it  came  into  possession  of  his  daugh- 
ter Jane  Johnson.  She  married  Dyer 
Uiibbitt,  senior,  and  they  held  the  chain, 
(or* the  chain  held  them),  it  then  came 
into  possession  of  Dyer  Babbitt,  junior, 
the  present  owner,  who  is  about  88  years 
of  aye,  and  has  children,  grandchildren, 
ami  ijreat  grandchildren.  The  chain  has 
seen  two  generations  of  the  Johnsons, 
followed  by  five  generations  of  the  Bab- 
hitts,  and  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  old. 

I  will  further  say,  it  any  couple  present 
have  swallowed  the  hook  and  feel  like 
being  linked  together  in  tlm  bonds  of 
matrimony,  that  with  the  help  of  this 
chain — and  a  minister —  we  can  bind  them 
so  firmly  that  all  the  divorce  laws  in  the 
United  States  cannot  separate  them.  Its 
itest  recommendation  is  that  it  has  held 
so  many  Johnsons  anil  Babbits  to  their 
companions  till  separated  by  death. 


Its  iron  constitution  is  a  guarantee  that 
it  is  capable  of  doing  good  service  for,  at 
least  a  century  and  a  half  longer. 

NOTES   OF   THE    DAY. 

—The  President  of  the  Rutland  county 
Historical  Society  was  the  first  man  on 
the  picnic  ground. 

—Trumpeters:  Charles  A.  Langdon, 
Harry  L.  Palmer,  George  L.  Cole,  Lewis 
D.  Davis.  Carlos  S.  Cole. 

—On  motion  of  B.  W.  Burt  of  Castle- 
ton,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  unanimously 
extended*  to  Dr.  John  M.  Currier,  secre- 
tary of  the  society,  for  the  successful 
manner  in  which  the  exercises  of  the  pic- 
nic had  been  conducted,  and  for  seeming 
from  oblivion,  valuable  literary  contri- 
butions on  the  Tsle  of  Neshobe. 

—The  executive  committee  of  the  soci- 
ety, express  their  admiration  to  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  for  important  services 
rendered:  Carlos  S.  Cole,  John  J.  Lang- 
don, and  Charles  A.  Langdon. 

— The  executive  committee  of  the  soci- 
ety extend  their  thanks  to  W.  F.  Hum- 
phrey for  service  rendered  at  the.  picnic  in 
taking  short  hand  notes  of  extemporane- 
ous speeches. 


N  a  m  i  n  g  o  f  the  I  s  1  a  n  d 

A   LEGEND   OF    LAKE   BOMOSEEX. 


PROLOGUE, 

S   WHICH  THE    AUTHOR   AFFIRMS   THE   TRUTH 
OF  THE   NARRATIVE. 

Josh  Billings  says,  (and  Billings  knows,) 

"Of  all  the  saints  the  best  are  those. 

Who  can  swap  horses  or  catch  fish, 

And  never  have  the  slightest  wish, 

To  tell  a  lie ;"  and  we  say   here. 

W  e  ore  no  saint,  so  never  fear. 

That  we  should  tell  a  single  tiling, 

Would  soil  a  feather  on  the  wing 

"f  sweetest  saint  that  ever  flew 

•  rom  earth  to  heaven,  and  never  knew,      . 

That  spavined  horse  or  tiny  fish, 

Ever  inspired  a  single  wish, 

!"  mortal  man  to  tell  a  lie, 

1  lr  stretch  the  truth  ;  then  why  should  I 

Who  never  had  a  pair  of  wings. 


Exctpt  the  pair  Pegassus  brings, 

And  threescore  years  of  wintry  weal  her. 

Have  robbed  these  wings  of  every  feather. 

And  left  a  poor  old  spavined  nag, 

Without  a  wing,  or  e'en  a  leg? 

And  then  again  we  have  no  will 

To  tell  of  monster  pickerel 

Caught  in  the  lake,  or  what  is  worse, 

Boast  of  the  rieetness  of  the  horse 

That,  Doctor  C,  or  Parson  A, 

Drove  to  the  lake  that  July  day, 

That  made  fair  Bomoseen  a  fame, 

But  waKe  my  muse  !  ye  limping,   halting  nag. 
And  try  your  speed  !  it  is  no  time  to  lag. 
Try  your  best  speed. and  spread  your  bald  wing. 
Of  fairer  lake  you  are  summoned  to  sina 
Than  washed  lovely  Conio's  classic  strand. 
Or  sleeps  in  the  mountains  of  Switzerland, 
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State  of  Verd  Mont !  thy  pine  clad  mountains 

grand. 
Lift  high  their  hoary   heads  on  »  every   hand  ; 
And  sparkling  crystal  lakes  are    molten   deep, 
In  which  their  giant  shadows  ever  shep  ; 
The  brightest  jewel  in  thy  golden  crown. 
Till  now  unsung,  almost  without  renown, 
Is  Romoseen,  whose  sparkling  waters  bright, 
Flash  back  like  gems  the  early  morning  light; 
When  through  thy  waves  the  sportive  pick  ere! 

dash. 
Thy  liquid  pearls  and  diamonds  gleam  and  flash 
Or  in  the  still  and  gloaming  evening. hour, 
When  "ghosts    and    goblins  hold  their  magic 

power, 
Fair  Niads  from  the  shadows  come  and  lave 
Their  lovely  forms  within  thy    crystal  wave. 
Thy  shores  are  lovely  !   fragrant   cedar  groves. 
Oft  listen  to  the  tale  of  new-born  loves, 
And  often  from  thy  shining  pebbly  beach. 
The  strong  armed  suitor  loves  his  maid  to  teach 
To  row  her  boat  far  o'er  the  waters  blue, 
And  learn  in  youth  to  paddle  her  canoe. 

Away  to  the  north  the  head  of  the  lake. 
Lies  bosomed  in  meadows,  where  sweet  fern 

and  brake. 
Send  forth  in  the  air  the  sweetest  perfume. 
And  the  vvild  flag  flaunts  its  delicate   plume, 
Fed  by  clear  crystal  springs  from  Hubbard  ton's 

height, 
Where  brave  Francis  died  for  freedom  and  right 
And  the  Briton  received  the  first  staggering 

blow     i 
That  told  in  the  fight  on  the   Hudson   below; 
Then  away  to  the  south  in  gentlest  of  waves 
Ringing  musical  chimes  on   pebbles  it,   laves, 
Mid  rocks  and  green  banks  it  lingers  awhile. 
Then  clasps  in  its  bosom  the  leveiest  isle, 
That  ever  arose  from  lakelet  or  sea, 
The  green  island  home  of  fair  Owaisse. 

Long  time  ago  when  mountain,  lake  and  glen 
Were  all  untrodden  by  the  feet  of  men, 
The  lake  and  island  were  the  Niad's  home  ; 
Formed    by  the  gods  from  the   crystal   water 

foam; 
Fairer  than  daughters  ot  the  earth  were  they, 
As  water  foam  is  fairer  than  the  clay. 
Forever  fair  and  young,  for  we  are  told 
That  daughters  of  the  gods  will  not  grow  old  ; 
And  here  they  lived  and  loved,  year  after  year. 
They  bathed  their  lovely  forms  in  waters  clear. 
Or  strolled  upon  the  banks-in  cedar  groves, 
And  in  the  fragrant  shade  told  of  their  loves, 
And  had  their  wanton  sports,  and  perfect  joy 
And  bliss  supreme  was  theirs  without  alloy. 
Here  at  the  lake  they  lived  but  never  died. 
Until  in  time  one  fairer  than  all  beside 
Heard  of  the  sons  of  men,  and  In  her  thought 
Longed  for  their  coming,   nor    w.uted   1.0    be 

sought; 
For  when  at  length  a  tall  youngchieftain  came. 


Love  kindled  in  the  Niad's  breast  a  flame 

To  wed  with   mortals,  and  her  maiden  charms 

Soon    brought    the    haughty    chieftain   to   her 

arms; 
And  the  strange  pair,  one  human,  one  divine, 
In  whom  the  charms  of  gods  and  men  combine 
Mingled  in  one,  and  body,  mind  and  soul. 
Brought    thus   together,    formed    one    perfect 

whole. 
Her  sister  Niads  fled  in  wild  dismay, 
To  glen,  mountain  and  lake,  far,  far  away; 
The  lovely  island  is  their  haunt  no  more 
Their  forms  have  vanished  from  th 3  lake  and 

shore; 
Far  to  the  north  in  icy  waters  cold, 
The  hardy  Norsemen  sometimes  may  behold, 
Their   forms  like  moonlight  dancing   on    the 

wave, 
When  winds  arc  high  and  waters  madly  rave; 
Or  in  the  dark  and  bitter  polar  night 
Their  forms  are  seen  dancing  in  robes  of  white 
Upon  the  sky— called  the  Auroral  light. 

On  the  fair  isle  within  a  cedar  grove, 
The  chieftain  built  a  wigwam  for  his  love  ; 
Then  hunted  in  the  forest;  from  the  lake 
'Twas  her  delight  the  shining  trout  to  take, 
And  treat  the  chieftain  with  such  dainties  rare; 
The  forest  furnished  them  with  deer  and  bear; 
The  lake  and  forest  all  their  wants  supplied, 
The  red  man  happy  with  his  wave  born  bride. 
She  called  her  Indian  chieftain  Neshobe; 
He  called  his  bride  the  blue  bird  Owaisse. 
Would  £  could  tell  her  beauty,  eyes  of  blue 
Sparkled  like  rain  drops,  or  the  morning  dew; 
Her  pearly  skin  so  fair  and  dazzling  white. 
Shone  like  the  wave  foam    in    the    morning 

light; 
Her  teeth  like  corals  born  beneath  the  wave, 
Hail  power  to  charm  the  stoic  Indian  brave 
And  tame  the  savage  man;  her  golden  hair 
Floated  like  sea-weed  o'er  a  form  more  fair 
Thin  sculptured  marble;  her  voice  was  like 

the  trill 
Of    blue   bird;  hence  her   name;  or  the  wild 

rill 
That  dashes  through  the  forest,  laughing  as  it 

goes, 
Formed   by  the  mountain  spring  or  melting 

snows. 
A  happy  bride  became  this  lovely  maid. 
Who  built  her  wigwam  in  the  cedar  shade; 
And  when  in  time  her  chieftain  passed  away, 
As  all  men  must  formed  of  this  common  clay. 
The  maiden  mourned,  and  gladly  would  have 

di  d, 
But  could  not   and  now  at.  evening  tide. 
Her  form  is  seen  in  birchen  bark  canoe, 
Plying  her  oars  over  the  waters  blue  ; 
Or  fr<  m  her  wigwam  on  the  lovely  isle 
Is  heard  her  bird  song,  and  her  happy  smile 
Is  otten  seen  by  lovers  when  they  come, 
To  tell  their  loves  upon  her  island  home; 
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She  smiles  alike  on  all  that  true  love  make. 
Upon  the  island  or  upon  the  lake. 

A  century  of  time  had  passed  away, 
A  people  gathered  on  their  festive  day, 
To  give  the'lovely  Niad's  home  a  name; 
From  far  am"  near  the  fair-haired  Saxon   came 
To  name  the  isle;  when  aU  was  still  beside. 
Standing  upon  the  shore  their  speaker  cried, 
"What  shall  the  name  of  this  fair  Island  be?" 
Listen!    I  hear  the  voice  of  Owaisse! 
I  see  her  bark  canoe,  and  hear  her  oar, 
The  misty  maiden  leaves  her  island  shore, 
And  low  she  whispers,  hark  !  'tis  Owaisse! 
Again  the  speaker  cries,  "  What  shall  it  be?" 
I  hear  her  whisper,  "Call  it  Neshobe  !" 
Canoe  and  maiden  vanished  from  the  sight. 
Like  misty  moonbeams  in   the  morning  light; 
Hut  catching  at  the  Indian  chieftain's  name. 
The  Saxon  speaker  made  a  loud  proclaim, 
"  That  loug  as  time  should  last,  or  land,  or  sea, 
The  name  of  the  fair  isle  is  Neshobe." 
EPILOGUE, 

IN  WHICH  THE  AUTHOR  REAFFIRMS  THE  TRUTH 
OF  THE  LEGEND. 

Now  if  perchance  some  hyperergic  fo— f— 1, 
Should  think  that  we  had  wandered  from  the 

rule. 
That  guides  the  true  historian  and  his  pen. 
And  seen  some  things  unseen  by  other  men, 
We  say  to  him,  he  has  believed  as  truth 
Some  wilder  legends  learned  in  early  youth. 
The  only  glimpses  had  of  olden  time, 
Are  legends  told  by  Hebrew  bards  sublime; 
Strange  tales  are  told   by  men  who  cannot  fib, 
Of  crooked  bride  made  from  a  crooked  rib; 
How  crooked  rams  horns  battered  down  the 

walls 
Of  well  fenced  cities,  better  than  the  balls 
Of  rifled  cannon  ;  how  one  gigantic  man, 
Alone,  unarmed,  has  many  thousands  slain  ; 
That  slings  and  pebbles  used  by  boys  in  fun, 
Are  better  weapons  than  the  gatling  gun. 


How  one  great  captain  by  his  skillful  plan. 
Slew  half  a  million,  never  lost  a  man— 
And  had  a  voice  that  when  he  made  proclaim 
Was   heard   by  just  twelve  hundred  thousand 

men. 
They  tell  of  witches  and  of  open  graves, 
Of  monstrous  rishes  plowing  through  the  waves. 
Who  swallowed  men,  and   when    three  days 

were  o'er. 
Landed  them  sate  upon  a  distant  shore. 
These  tales  were  taught  us  in   our  early  youth, 
We  still  believe  them,  never  doubt  their  truth  ; 
"They    all   are    true,"  the   modern     preacher 

saith, 
"  To  doubt  is  bad,  to  disbelieve  is  death," 
Blot  all  these  legends  from  the  Hebrew  tome, 
Written  by  bards  on  papyrus  or  on  stone, 
We  lose  all  record  of  God's  partial  ways, 
His  loves  and  hates  in  the  primeval  days. 

Still  far  away  in  the  remote  antique, 
The  great  historian  of  the  classic  Greek, 
Was  gifted  Homer,  whose  songs  the  most  sub- 
lime. 
Of  all  the  bards  along  the  course  of  time. 
Are  the  only  history  of  holy  Troy ; 
Of  kingly  Priaiu,  of  Hector,  his  brave  boy, 
Of  gallant  Paris,  or  Helen  the  divine, 
And  all  the  heroes  in  the  Trojan  line, 
Of  great  Achilles,  and  the  Grecian  host 
Who  conquered  Troy  at  such  a  fearful  cost. 
Blot  out  the  songs  of  Homer  and  no  page 
Of  history  tells  us  of  that  classic  age; 
And  every  scholar  will  lament  the  day, 
When  faith  in  Homer  shall  have  passed  away. 
The  ancient  Celts  dressed  all  th&ir  bards  in 
blue. 
An  emblem  that  their  legends  all  were  true; 
They  called  them  the  historians  of  the  age, 
And  placed  great  faith  on  every  written  page. 
And  now  my  brothers  all  we  ask  of  you, 
Is  to  believe  this  legend  to  be  true. 

E.  L.  Basbour. 
Benson,  June,  1882. 


Proceedings  of  the  Rutland  County  Historical  Society, 

AT    THE    ANNUAL    MEETING    HELD     IN     JOSLIN    HALL,    POULTNEY, 
AUGUST  7,   1882. 


The  society  met  in  Joslin's  Hall  in 
Poultney  on  Monday,  August  7,  1882.  at 
two  o'clock  p.  m.  Hod.  Barnes  Frisbie, 
president,  in  the  chair. 

Pewter  Cup.— Mi:  II.  N.  Morgan  of  Cas- 
tletou  exhibited  a  pewter  cup,  and  sent  in 
the  following  account  of  it: 

This  cup  was  handed  down  to  the  pres- 
ent owner  through  the  following  line,  viz: 
This  cup  was  owned  and  brought  to  Ver- 
mont by  Mr.  Jacob  Prouty,  who  lived  in 
Windsor,  Vt.,  from  his  youth  up  to  ma- 
ture age.  when  he  moved  from  Windsor 
to  Granville,  Washington  county,  N.  Y., 
and  bought  the  small  farm  known,  fifty 
years  ago,  as  the  Luther  Arnold  farm, 
better  known  now  as  A.  E.  Knapp's  row, 
near  Mr.  Lee's.  Jacob  Prouty  died  in 
1830,  aged  79  years.  The  cup  then  came 
into  the  possession  of  Abijah  Prouty,  who 
in  his  younger  days  bought  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Dr.  II.  P.  Prouty,  and  erected 
a  log  house  on  the  same,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  highway,  immediately  opposite 
Dr.  Prouty's  house.  Abijah  Prouty  was 
born  in  Windsor,  Vt.,  April  17,  1775.  Mr. 
Prouty  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and  with 
good  health  and  perseverance  became  a 
farmer  of  good  repute,  both  in  wealth 
and,  what  is  far  better,  in  character.  He 
died  in  July,  185:3,  aged  7!)  years.  Prom 
Abijah  Prouty  this  cup  was  transmitted 
to  his  third  daughter,  who  was  born  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1800,  July- 10,  on  said 
farm.  Miss  Annis  Prouty  became  the 
owner  of  this  cup  after  her  father  died, 
and  after  she  had  been  married  many 
years  to  Mr.  II.  P.  Potter  of  Granville,  N. 
V.,  before  her  death,  which  occurred  Jan. 
11,  1871,  being  71  years  old.  she  gave  this 
cup   to   her  eldest   daughter.  Cl.loe   Ann, 


now  Mrs.  H.  N.  Morgan  of  Castleton,  Vt., 
who  was  born  June,  1825.  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  bringing  this  ancient  relic  be- 
fore your  society,  with  a  perfect  chain  of 
evidence  of  its  age,  way  back  to  the  year 
1751,  as  far  as  I  can  get  any  authentic 
proof  of  its  existence.  The  shape  of  the 
cup,  the  solidity  of  the  make  up,  com- 
pared with  some  exhibited  on  former  oc- 
casions at  your  gatherings,  is  sufficient 
proof  of  its  antiquity.  Compared  with 
the  one  exhibited  by  Mr.  Barbour  of  Ben- 
son at  your  last  meeting  on  Mason's  Point 
produces  as  great  a  contrast  as  there 
would  be  in  comparing  the  old  Tiumouth 
castings  with  the  smooth,  thin  castings 
in  the  rotary  stove  of  fifty  years  ago, 
manufactured  in  Poultney  by  the  late 
Henry  Stanley.  Many  who  listen  to  this 
article  will  remember  distinctly  the  dif- 
ference in  the  articles  named,  and  can 
give  testimony  in  its  behalf.  In  not  hav- 
ing been  a  member  of  your  society  my 
interest  was  not  awakened  to  its  real, 
worth  until  I  accepted  an  invitation  from 
some  of  its  supporters  to  attend  at  Ma- 
son's Point.  At.  first  I  declined,  but 
finally,  very  reluctantly,  consented  to  be 
present  at  your  picnic  on  Mason's  Point; 
and  here  let  me  remark,  I  learned  then 
and  there  the  importance  of  the  gieat 
work  that  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
ha  vi'  undertaken.  It  is  a  work  that  every 
person  of  mature  age  in  this  country 
should  assist  in  bringing  to  perfection, 

benefit,  but  for  the  benefit  of  our  offspring 
through  all  time  to  the  latest  generation. 
Start  your  foundation  on  the  right  prin- 
ciple, then  the  chances  on  the  structure 
when  finished  will  be  complete. 
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Dr.  Jolm  M.  Currier  of  Castleton  read 

AN  ACCOUNT  OK  THE  STONE  IMPLEMENTS 
AND  POTTERY  FOUND  ON  NESHOBE  AND 
RABBIT     ISLANDS     IN     LAKE    HOMOSEEN. 

Several  visits  made  to  Neshobe  island 
in  the  summer  of  1881,  revealed  the  fact 
that  it  was  a  frequent  resort  of  the  In- 
dians in  earlier  days.  The  south  end  of 
the  island  slopes  gently  to  the  water's 
edge.  The  beach  is  made  up  of  sand  and 
pebbles,  frequently  washed  by  the  waves 
produced  by  the  south  wind.  A  high 
rock  on  the  south-west  corner  of  the 
island  broke  off  the  cold  north  ami  west 
winds,  which  made  this  spot  a  sheltered, 
warm,  and  delightful  habitation  for  the 
aborigines.  The  relics  that  I  found  on 
this  island  were  arrow  heads,  spearpoints, 
hammer  stones,  net  sinkers,  and  imple- 
ments for  dressing  stone.  Dr.  L.  D. 
Ross  of  Poultney,  when  the  Rutland 
County  Medical  and  Surgical  Society 
made  an  excursiou  to  the  island  at  their 
annual  meeting  in  July,  1878,  found  a 
stone  hoe  on  the  shore  which  he  presented 
to  Mr.  Barker;  the  material  was  clay 
slate,  similar  in  shape  to  those  found  on 
the  "Indian  fields"  to  the  south.  The 
arrow  heads  and  spear  points  were  made 
from  a  blue  quartzite,  so  commonly  cm- 
ployed  for  velics  in  this  section.  The  net  - 
sinkers  were  made  from  clay  slate.  Usu- 
ally long  strips  of  slate  were  taken  and 
notches  made  in  one  or  both  sides  suffi- 
ciently deep  to  retain  a  string  or  withe 
with  which  they  were  held  to  the  net. 
The  hoe  indicates  that  the  island  was 
under  cultivation.  Tims  we  sec  that 
there  was  agriculture,  fishing  and  hunt- 
ing carried  on  on  this  beautiful  lit  lie 
island.  And  as  flint  chips  and  flakes  of 
jasper  and  quartzite  are  found  in  abun- 
dance on  the  .shore  we  may  reasonably 
infer  that  all  their  implements  were  al><> 
manufactured  on  the  same  spot,  including 
also  bark  canoes. 

RABBIT   ISLAND. 

On  Monday  evening,   July  24,  1S82,  in 
company  with  J.  R.  Murdock   of   Wood- 


exploring  it  for  relics.  I  was  rewarded 
by  finding  some  yery  tine  specimens  that 
were  unmistakable  evidences  that  this 
island  too  was  a  frequent  resort  of  the 
Indians  in  pie-historic  times.  I  will  de- 
scribe some  of  the  most  interesting  ones: 

FLINT  FLAKES  AND   CHIPS. 

I  show  you  some  large  and  small  flint 
flakes.  These  are  struck  from  a  very 
common  variety  of  quartzite,  and  is  the 
kind  of  material  from  which  so  many  of 
the  Indian  implements  were  made.  A 
boulder  of  this  material  of  suitable  size- 
was    selected,  and   by   means  of   a  short 

piece  of  deer's  horn  and  another  st -  in 

the  right  hand,  called  a  hammer-stone  by 
archaeologists,  it  was  repeatedly  flaked 
until  only  a  central  irregular  mass  was 
left,  presenting  several  faces  from  which 
flakes  have  been  struck  off.  These  flakes 
are  rechipped  into  arrow  heads,  spear 
points,  knives,  drills,  semi-circular  im- 
plements or  saws,  stone-dressing  tools, 
chisels  and  axes.  The  central  part  is 
called  by  scientists, 

CORE, 

And  is  put  to  a  variety  of  uses.  Some- 
times it  is  used  simply  as  a  hammer,  and 
again  it  is  used  to  work  down  other  hard 
stones  into  desired  shapes,  by  means  of 
peeking  with  the  sharp  corners  and  an- 
gles. I  have  some  specimens  of  these 
from  other  localities,  similar  in  character 
to  this  one  exhibited  here  that  have  been 
so  much  used  that  the  angles  have  all 
been  worn  off  smooth.  These  two  speci- 
mens have  never  been  used. 


POTTERY. 

One  specimen  of  pottery  vvi 


stock,  Vt.,  and  D.C.Pai 
I  visited  Rabbit  Island, 
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found  on 

an  old  hearth  on  the  south  end  of  the 
island.  This  specimen  is  a  fragment  of 
a  large  jar  presenting  very  rude  orna- 
mentations. It  is  made  from  clay  and 
pulverized  syenite,  and  sun  dried.  The 
vessel  was  shaped  with  the  hand  and 
stick-  or  stone  flake  as  the  marks  upon  the 
specimen  plainly  shows.  I  have  speci- 
mens of  pottery  from  other  localities,  in 
which  the  .syenite  was  substituted  by  pul- 
verized burnt  dam  shells.  The  orna- 
mentation  seems  to    have  been    d< by 
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repeated  indentations  with  a  stick  pointed 
with  four  teeth  like  a  comb. 
SEMI-CIRCULAR  IMPLEMENTS  OR  SAWS. 
I  show  you  only  one  specimen  fouud  on 
Rabbit  island.  You  will  see  that  the  gen- 
eral shape  down  to  the  shoulder  on  ei- 
ther side  has  the  outline  of  a  semi-circle, 
which  was  the  design  of  the  maker,  al- 
though it  reunited  but  little  work  to  bring 
it  into  this  shape.  What  the  use  of  this 
implement  was  I  am  unable  to  inform 
you,  but  should  several  of  them  be  firmly 
set  between  two  split  sticks  it  would  form 
a  very  useful  saw  to  cut  off  limbs  of  trees 
or  even  trees  themselves.  I  have  speci- 
mens similar  to  this  one,  some  being 
smaller  and  some  larger.  I  have  them 
no  larger  in  diameter  than  one-half 
inch,  and  as  large  as  four  inches  in  diam- 
eter, with  all  intermediate  sizes.  In  all 
cases  they  have  serrated  edges,  some  very 
nicely  wrought.  I  never  have  fouud  any 
that  showed  the  least  appearance  of  bat- 
tering against  other  stones,  but  some 
show  that  they  have  been  worn  against 
wood.  Thus  you  see  that  the  native 
Americans  of  Vermont  used  saws,  as  well 
as  the  races  who  succeeded  them. 

ARROW   POINT. 

Only  one  fragment  of  an  arrow  point 
was  found  on  Rabbit  Island.  It  was  made 
of  lime  stone,  and  very  nicely  wrought. 
This  stone  is  very  abundant  in  boulders 
in  this  section  of  the  country.  It  is  very 
hard  anil  just  adapted  to  these  imple- 
ments. 

PESTLE. 

Mr.  George  W.  Wlriflock  of  Eufaula, 

Ala.,  visited  Rabbit  Island  with  a  party 
of  his  friends  in  the  summer  of  1881,  and 
on  the  south  end  of  the  island  found  on 
the  surface  of  the  ground  a  pestle  about 
12  inches  in  length  and  one  and  one-half 
inches  in  diameter;  it  was  a  little  curved 
to  one  side,  and  the  ends  showed  little 
use.  The  material  from  which  it  was 
made  was  chlorite  slate. 

I  have  contributed  quite  a  lengthy  and 
detailed  description  of  the  stone  imple- 
ments of  the  Bomoseen  and  Castleton 
KivorVallies,  including  those  from  Nesh- 


obe  and  Rabbit  Islands,  which  will  be 
read  before  the  American  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science  at  the  forth- 
coming meeting  in  Montreal,  and  will  be 
published  in  the  31st  volume  of  the  pro- 
ceedingsof  that  society.  I  there  described, 
more  minutely  than  has  heretofore  been 
done,  some  of  these  rare  and  almost  un- 
known forms  of  stone  implements. 

Hon.  Merritt  Clark  of  Poultney  exhib- 
ited the  following  relics : 

PAPERS. 

No.  1,  Justice  writ,  1804,  with  record  of 
judgment.  No.  2,  Application  to  a  jus- 
tice for  a  rule  of  reference,  180.3.  No.  3, 
Justice  writ;  judgment;  damaged  cents; 
execution  issued  against  the  body,  1822. 
No.  4,  Justice  writ,  trespass  and  service, 
1823.  No.  11,  Grand  Juror's  complaint 
for  playing  ball  Sunday,  1823.  No.  12, 
Writ  of  justice  and  record  of  judgement 
and  cost,  1795,  by  a  jury.  No.  13,  Justice 
writs  on  book  ;  return  and  record;  verdict 
by  jury,  180,1.  No.  14,  Justice  execu- 
tion to  commit  body  to  jail,  1810.  No.  15, 
County  Courts  execution  to  commit 
body,  1813.  No.  16,  Decree  of  divorce, 
Windsor  county,  Benj.  Swan,  clerk,  1813. 
No.  17,  Vermont  Bible  Society,  report, 
1815.  No.  18,  Grand  Juror  of  Castletou's 
complaint  for  blasphemy,  1818.  No.  19, 
Reuben  Moulton  and  Samuel  Moulton, 
testimony.  No.  20,  County  court,  writ 
taken  during-  the  rebellion  from  Fairfax 
court  house  in  Virginia,  by  Clarence  II. 
Rami,  in  1804. 

AUTOGRAPHS 

Belonging  to  Charles  Leffingwell,  Esq., 
of  Poultney.  They  were  received  from 
the  estate  of  his  grandfather,  the  late 
Dr.  David  Dewey,  who  was  a  celebrated 
inventor— in  1809  of  a  machine  for  shear- 
ing cloth— in  1814  of  a  vibrating  machine 
for  shearing  cloth— in  1818  a  further  im- 
provement in  the  same  machine  railed  a, 
wheel  of  knives  and  in  LS37,  a  spring, 
tooth  horse  rake,  all  of  which  were  se- 
cured by  letters  patent,and  at  the  several 
dates  were  recognized  by  the  public  as 
important  contributions  to  the  industries 
to  which  they  were  applicable.    The  an- 
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tographs  are  found  upon  the  letters  pat- 
ent, written  upon  parchment  respectively 
and  as  follows : 

In  1809— James  Madison,  President  of 
the  United  .States ;  R.  Smith,  Secretary 
of  State  ;  C.  A.  Rodney,  Attorney-Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States ;  Henry  L.  Ells- 
worth, Commissioner  of  Patents.  In  1814 
— James  Madison,  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  James  Monroe,  Secretary  of 
State;  Richard  Rush,  Atty.-Gen.  of  U. 
S.;  Henry  L.  Ellsworth,  Com.  of  Pat- 
ents. In  1818— James  Monroe,  President ; 
John  Quincy  Adams,  Secy,  of  State; 
William  Worth,  Atty.-Genl.  ;  Henry  L. 
Ellsworth,  Commissioner  of  Patents.  In 
1837— John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  ; 
Henry  L.  Ellsworth,  Commissioner  of 
Patents.  In  1857— The  patent  of  the 
spring  tooth  rake  upon  application  of 
Thomas  Dewey,  administrator  was  ex- 
tended and  certified  by  Thomas  Eubank, 
Commissioner  of  Patents.  Presented 
Aug.  7,  1882. 

Autographs  of  the  Governors  of  Ver- 
mont and  of  the  Secretaries  of  Civil  and 
Military  affairs  serving  under  them,  com- 
mencing in  1797  witlfthe  name  of  third 
governor : 

Governors — Isaac  Tichenor,  Israel 
Smith,  Jonas  Galusha,  Ricnard  Skinner, 
Cornelius  P.  Van  Xess,  Ezra  Butler, 
Samuel  C.  Crafts,  William  A.  Palmer,  Si- 
las H.  Jenuison,  Rvland  Fletcher,  Char  I  es 
K.  Williams,  Highland  Hall,  Erastus 
Fairbanks,  Frederick  Holbrook,  John 
Gregory  Smith,  Paul  Dillingham,  John 
B.  Pase,  Peter  T.  Washburne,  John  YV. 
Stewart,  Julius  Converse,  Asahcl  Peck, 
Horace  Fairbanks,  Red  field  Proctor, 
William  Slade. 

Secretaries— Richard  Whitney,  Win. 
Page,  Jr.,  Rollin  C.  Mallory,  Robert  Tem- 
ple, Daniel  Kellogg,  George  B.  Shaw, 
Win.  G.  Shaw,  Rufus  F.  Andrews,  Wilbur 
P.  Davis,  UeorgeA.  Merrill,  Samuel  \\  il- 
liams,  Charles  W.  Gay.  S.  E.  Buruhniu, 
John  W.  Marsh,  James  M.  Slade,  James 
D.  Denison,  W.  P.  Dillingham,  A.  E. 
Rankin,  II.  P.  Stimson,  George  13.  Bea- 
man. 


There  are  added  also  the  autographs 
of  Benjamin  Swan,  who  served  as  State 
Treasurer  from  1801  to  1834,  thirty-three 
years,  a  longer  term  than  that  of  any 
other  state  officer,  and  Ajigustine  Clark, 
who  served  three  years  as  his  successor. 

A  subscription  made  by  citizens  of 
Poultney  in  1773,  for  the  settlement  of  a 
midwife,  giving  fifty  acres  of  land,  and 
sijrned  by  twenty-eight  of  the  early  set- 
tlers, and  payable  either  in  undivided 
land  or  merchantable  specie. 

A  continental  bank  note  for  five  dol- 
lars, the  property  of  F.  M.  Rood,  Esq., 
dated  in  1777. 

A  bank  note  issued  by  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, under  the  act  of  April,  1781.  Its 
history  may  he  found  in  Thompson's  Ver- 
mont, part  second,  page  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two. 

Autographs  of  distinguished  persons: 
Ethan  Allen,  and  his  brothers  Ebenezer, 
Seth  and  Heber,  under  date  of  1771. 
Nathaniel  Brush,  supervisor  of  the  reve- 
nue for  the  district  of  Vermont  in  1799. 
Elisha  Avei  ill, commandant,  2d  regiment, 
2d  division  of  militia  of  Vermont,  1800. 
Joseph  Holt,  Postmaster-General,  United 
States  in  18G0.  Montgomery  Blair.  Post- 
master-General in  1862.  Andrew  Jackson, 
President  United  States,  1836.  Reuben 
Wood,  Governor  of  Ohio  and  chary*  rfe 
affairs  at  Valparaiso  in  1853.  James  A. 
Garfield,  President  United  States  in  1880, 
and  George  Washington,*  President 
United  States  in  1798. 

Dr.  L.  D.  Ross  of  Poultney  exhibited 
the  following  relics:  Spanish  silver  shil 
ling,  worth  twelve  and  one-half  cents, 
dated  1708.  found  in  the  fort  at  Tit-on- 
deroga,  X.  Y.  Also  a  door  key  found 
two  feel  under  the  soil  at  Fort  Ti.  Also 
a  portion  of  a  gnu  lock  from  same  place. 
A  portion  of  timber  from  the  1680  house 
in  Boston.  A  piece  of  one  of  the  pillars 
or,  he  Pcinberton  Mills,  Mass.  A  list  of 
the  officers  and  members  of  the  Wash- 
ington Benevolent  Society  for  the  town 
of  Poultney,   Vt.     A   Virginia  treasury 
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bill  tor  six  dollars,  dated  1777.  A  supple- 
ment to  the  American  Sentinel,  printed 
.Jan.  1,  181(5,  at  Windsor.  Vt.  A  note  of 
hand,  dated  July  27,  1751.  Executed  l>y 
William  Scott,  a  writ  of  summons  dated 
April  6th,  in  the  21st.  year  of  the  reign  of 
George  II.  A  rebel  confederate  pass.  A 
marriage  bond,  dated  Dee.  19,  1796,  given 
to  Robt.  Brooke,  Governor  of  Virginia. 
A  deed  of  release,  dated  Dee.  14,  1778, 
Fairfax  County,  Virginia.  A  one-half 
copy  of  a  paper  printed  at  Castleton.  Vt., 
Jan.  6.  1830,  called  the  Statesman. 

Hon.  J.  B.  Bromley  of  Castleton  sent  in 
the  following  account  of 

SLAVERY    IX   VERMONT. 

The  oldest  tombstone  in  the  town  of 
Pawlet  marks  the  grave  of  .Mrs.  Margaret 
Wheeler,  who  died  at  Pawlet  June  17, 
1776,  aged  88  years,  and  as  the  record  on 
the  stone  affirms,  was  "  the  tirst  parson 
interred  in  this  yard."  She  came  from 
the  State  ot  New  York  to  Pawlet  to  re- 
side, in  the  year  1770  or  1771.  bringing 
with  her  two  women  slaves,  who  contin- 
ued to  live  with  her  till  her  death.  After 
the  death  of  .Mrs.  Wheeler  the  two  slave 
women  returned  to  New  Vork.  The 
slaves  never  undertook  to  assert  their 
freedom,  nor  was  any  question  ever  made 
as  to  the  right  of  ownership  in  them  while 
they  remained  in  this  state.  Mrs.  Wheel- 
er was  great  aunt  to  Mrs.  Raehuel  (Pitch) 
Clark,  who  died  at  Pawlet  some  twenty- 
five  years  ago,  aged  9(>  years  and  from 
whom  the  above   facts  were   ascertained. 

The  following  persons  were  nominated 
for  membership  and  unanimously  elected: 
II.  X.  Morgan,  E.  A.  Brieii.  Castleton; 
Dr.  L.  D.  Ross,  Calvin  Granger,  K.  J. 
Humphrey,  W.  F.  Humphrey,  Edward  S. 
Miller,  Ira  M.  (lark.  Thomas  D.  Dewey, 
F'oultney. 


Screw  Driver.— Dr.  John  M. 
astlcton  exhibited  a  steel  sel- 
la!   belonged  to  Col.  Noah  L. 


tleron.  It  was  obtained  from  Col.  Lee's 
•iVects,  after  his  death,  by  S.  11.  Lang- 
dou,  Esq.,  of  Castleton.  and  by  him  pre- 
sented to  Dr.  Currier. 


The  president  then  delivered  his 
ANNUAL    ADDRESS. 

Those  most  active  in  the  management  of 
our  Historical  Society  seem  inclined  to  es- 
tablish the  custom  of  our  annual  address 
from  the  President.  I  am  not  aware  that 
our  constitution  requires  it  or  that  any  vote 
has  ever  been  had  w.iich  directs  it.  But  I 
see  no  objection  to  it  and  will  submit  on  this 
occasion  a  few  thoughts  to  which  I  invite 
your  attention. 

It  would  seem  to  me  fitting  that  a  synop- 
sis of  the  last  years  work  of  the  society 
should  appear  in  the  address,  but  the  secre- 
tary lias  the  records  aad  is  the  n:ore  familiar 
with  our  work  since  the  organization.  I  shall 
request  him  to  give  briefly  what  we  have 
done. 

Our  society  has  been  in  existence  only  two 
years,  its  numbers  are  not  large,  but  have 
been  slowly  increasing  since  the  fmniation 
of  the  society.  You  need  not  be  told  that  a 
love  for  historical  work  is  found  with 
comparatively  few.  The  results  oi  such  la 
bora  do  not  come  ttie  next  day  in  dollars  and 
cents;  they  are  thrown  upon  the  waters  to 
return  after  many  days.  History,  when  con- 
sidered as  a  science,  has  a  much  broader 
field  than  the  mere  collection  or  records  of 
fuels.  Lewis  Cass  a  prominent  statesman 
and  a  cotemporary  with  Clay,  Webster  and 
Calhoun  said  in  one  of  his  speeches  that  the 
revolutionary  war  was  "  a  contest,  more  un- 
equal, perhaps,  than  oppresion  ever  waged 
against  power."  The  historian  would  sus- 
tain (Jen.  Cass  ia  this  opinion,  and  one  in 
possession  of  the  facts  without  going  back  of 
them  and  looking  for  cause  and  effect  would 
pronounce  the  result  of  that  stiuggle  as  a 
myth  rather  than  as  a  well  authenticated  his- 
tory. 

The  very  first  settlers  of  this  country  plant- 
ed the  seeds  at  Jamestown  and  Plymouth 
which  grew  and  ripened  into  a  Republic. 
Though  coming  from  the  mother  country 
they  were  thoroughly  indoctrinated  in  the 
principals  of  political  equality.  Self  reli- 
ance was  with  them  a  prominent  virtuge  and 
hence  sprang  at  once  a  system  of  industry, 
if  we  may  call  it  a  system,  then  unknown  to 
the  old  world.     In  the  words  of  Gen.  Cass  in 
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the  same  speech   from    which   I   quoted   the 
above,  "do  task  master  directed  their  work, 
and  no  speculator  garnered  their  profits;  and 
thus  exertion  was  stimulated  by   the   most 
powerful  motires  that  can  operate  upon  hu- 
man nature;  the  necessity  of  present  subsis- 
tence,  the  hope— I  should  say  certainly,  of 
future  competence   and  comfort."     On   this 
basis  the  settlement  of    our  country  was  be- 
gan, on  this  basis  it  progressed  for  a  century 
and  a  half  when  this   spirit   of  freedom  and 
self  reliance  could  no  longer  tolerate  the   ty- 
ranny of  Britain.     Few    in    number   and   al- 
most, without  means,  the   colonists  prevailed 
and   established  their  independence   against 
the  strongest  power  on  earth,    and  the   solu- 
tion of  this  mystery  I  have  attempted  to  give. 
But  I  have  been  told  that  we  are  a  county 
society,  that  our   researches  should   be   con- 
fined to  the  county  locality.     Be   it  so,    -md 
shall  we  not  here  find  much  that  will  aid  us 
to  solve  the  mystery  to  which  I  have  alluded. 
Several  towns  in  Rutland  county  were  settled 
before  the  revolutionary  war,  ard  %  oil  are  so 
familiar  with  the  character  of  the  first  settlers 
that  I  need  not  tell  you  that  they   came  into 
this  then  wilderness  almost  destitute  of  means 
and  at  least  only  could  provide   themselves 
with  a  few  rude  utensils  to  cut  away  the  for- 
ests and  erect  for  themselves  log  houses  for 
temporary    shelter.     But   they   had  counted 
the  cost  of  the  venture,  and  no   people   since 
the  world  began  ever  made  a  more  efficient 
use  of  the  means  at  their  command  than  did 
those  first  settlers  of  Vermont.     Poor  as  they 
were,  and  at  the   time    isolated,   as  it  were. 
from  civilization,   they  clearly  apprehended 
and  persistently  put  in  practice  the  cardinal 
principles  which  the  creator   had  established 
and    which    made    possible     then     success. 
While  yet  subjects  of  George  the  III,    King 
of  Great  Britain,   they  maintained   with  the 
utmost  tenacity  the  principles  of    social  and 
political  equality,   recognized   the  scriptural 
doctrine  that  man  must  get  his  living  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow,  and  manifested   their  re- 
liance   upon    omnipotence   by   erecting   the 
church  and  the  school  house  almost    at    the 
outset  of  the  settlement.     All  of  us  revere  the 
name  of  George  Washington,  and  we  would 
all  doubtless  heartilv  respond  to  a  sentiment 


uttered  by  one  of  his  eulogists,  that  he  left 
"the  brightest  name  that  mere  man  has  left 
in  all  the  long  annals  which  record  the  days 
and  deeds  of  the  human  race."  But  the  em- 
inent services  of  that  great  and  good  man  as 
the  leader  in  the  Americau  revolution,  valua 
ble  and  indispensable  as  they  were,  only  in 
part  go  to  solve  what  we  call  the  mystery  of 
that  marvelous  success.  Even  Washington 
would  have  failed  with  an  army  of  hirelings, 
and  it  is  only  when  we  have  a  character  of 
the  common  soldier,  the  rank  and  file  of  that 
army  which  achieved  success,  in  that  une- 
qual contest  which  we  may  get  from  our  lu- 
cal  histories,  that  we  have  a  complete  solu- 
tion of  the  mystery. 

Horace  Greeley,  in  his  introductory  chap- 
ter in  the  American  conflict,  gives  us  substan- 
tially the  following:  The  wonderful  pro- 
gress the  United  States  have  made  in  the 
increase  of  population,  wealth,  the  industrial 
arts  and  all  that  pertaius  to  civilization  "was 
made  possible"  by  the  establishment  of 
American  independence,  and  the  adoption  of 
a  constitution  based  on  equal  rights.  No  one, 
we  apprehend,  will  be  disposed  to  contest 
this  theory  of  the  Tribune  philosopher.  It 
is  supposed  that  Mr.  Greeley  wrote  the  above 
in  1801,  since  that  time  20,000,000,  have 
been  added  to  the  population,  and  in  the 
wealth  of  the  country  there  has  been  a  still 
larger  increase,  and  in  progress  this  nation  of 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  stands  without  a 
rival. 

It  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
work  contemplated  by  our  society,  to  go  ex- 
tensively into  the  general  history  of  our  count- 
ry and  my  allusions  to  the  same  are  made 
for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  value  of  all 
history — its  value  is  in  its  philosophy— in  the 
lessons  that  may  be  learned  from  it — in  its 
guidance  for  the  future.  In  an  essay  prepar- 
ed and  read  by  Henry  Clark  at  the  request  of 
the  Vermont  Historical  Society  at  a  special 
meeting  in  Burlington  January  22,  ISO'2,  I 
find  this  sentence  which  seems  here  perti- 
nent. The  sentence  reads  :  'Let  us  pause 
but  for  a  moment  and  see  how  surely  all  that 
we  are  doing  at  the  present  has  its  cause  and 
explanation  in  the  past."  The  laws  of  nature 
rem:iin  the  same,    hut   society    is   constantly 


undergoing  evolutions.  A  half  century  ago 
we  were  using  the  wooden  plow  and  the  pod 
augor,  cut  our  grain  with  the  sickle,  and 
grass  with  the  scythe,  and  the  women  man- 
ufactured cloth  in  their  own  kitchens.  Now 
this  work  and  much  more  is  done  by  machin- 
ery, propelled  by  water,  steam  or  horse  power. 
In  this  change,  what  is  the  cause,  -what  the  ex- 
planation, should  be  ttie  inquiries  of  him 
who  would  profitjiy  the  reading  or  study  of 
history. 

I  apprehend  it  would  not  be  improper  for 
me  to  make  some  suggestions  as  to  the  future 
work  of  the  society,  and  surely  suggestions 
from  anyone  will  be  well  received.  Town 
histories  of  all  the  towns  in  Rutland  county 
save  one  have  been  published,  in  separate 
volumes  and  in  Miss  Hemenway's  work 
known  as  the  Vermont  Gazetter,  but  our  his- 
tory is  not  yet  all  gathered  up.  A  good 
deal  is  in  oblivion— beyond  recovery,  but 
much  that  would  be  valuable  to  this  and  fu- 
ture generations  may  yet  be  saved  with 
prompt  and  diligeut  research.  Our  publish- 
ed industrial  history  is  meagre  indeed.  A 
writer  in  a  work  entitled  "The  Great  Indus- 
tries of  the  United  States,"  well  says,  that 
'•productive  iudustry  is  of  necessity  the  foun- 
dation of  all  progress  in  civilization."  In- 
dustry and  its  progress  is  a  part  of  our  histo- 
ry, and  in  my  judgment  a  verv  important 
part,  and  without  it,  would  be  imperfect. 
This  field  in  Rutland  county  is  almost  unex- 
plored by  the  local  historians.  Our  society, 
however,  have  made  a  good  beginning  in 
that  direction  with  two  excellent  papers,  one 
on  marble  by  L.  B.  Smith  of  Castleton,  and 
anot'.ier  on  slate  by  William  Griffith  of  Poult- 
ney;  and  we  have  encouragement  from  those 
gentlemen  that  they  will  continue  their  re- 
searches until  the  history  of  these  two  im- 
portant industries  of  Rutland  county  are  ful- 
i\  brought  out.  In  the  invention  or  labor 
living  implements  and  machinery  which 
huve  revolutionized  ihe  world's  industries,  a 
larger  share  of  the  honors  would  come  in  Hie 
county  of  Rutland,  than  its  people  now  seem 
lo  lie  aware.  Some  very  important  and  very 
useful  inventions  had  their  origin  in  Rutland 
county  and  the  sooner  our  society  has  the 
record  of  these,  the  more  complete  and  per- 
fect it  will  be. 


Mr.  (lark  iu  his  essay  urges  the  -'historic 
importance  and  social  advantages  of  the 
town  centennial  celebrations."  The  reasons 
given  by  him  with  me  have  force,  which  are 
substantially  as  follows  :  The  local  commu- 
nities, small  though  they  mav  be.  their  his- 
tory necessarily  constitutes  a  necessary  ele- 
ment and  important  part  of  the  history 
of  the  State.  Such  gatherings  are  emi- 
nently social,  and  bring  together  all  classes 
old  and  young ;  the  sons  and  daughters  and 
former  residents  of  the  town  come  to  visit 
the  old  homestead  from  the  east,  west,  north 
and  south,  all  having  a  common  interest  and 
all  the  same  topic  to  be  considered  and  dis- 
cussed. Such  gatherings  would  no  doubt 
bring  to  light  much  history  that  otherwise 
would  be  lost. 

The  centennial  anniversaries  of  all  the 
Benning  Wentworth  charters  of  towns  have 
passed  ;  several  of  those  obtained  by  acts  of 
the  legislature  are  yet  to  come,  but  anniver- 
saries might  be  celebrated  in  the  towns, 
whether  the  one  hundreth,  hundred  and  tenth 
or  whatever  it  might  be,  and  the  society  I 
have  no  doubt  would  second  any  such  enter- 
prises on  the  part  of  towns,  and  make  a  rec- 
ord of  the  same. 

The  society  at  its  semi-annual  meeting  in 
January  1882,  imposed  upon  me  the  duty  at 
this  meeting  of  giving 

A.    BIOGRAPHICAL   SKETCH    OF   DEACON    JOSEPH 
■JOSLIN. 

De*.  Joseph  Joslin  was  born  iu  Poultney 
Dec.  12,  1799,  and  died  Dec.  27,  1881,  at  his 
dwelling  house  in  Poultney  village,  making 
his  age  at  his  death,  82  years  and  15  days. 
His  father,  Lindsey  Joslin,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Poultney,  emigrating  hither 
from  Berkshire  county  Massachusetts  imme- 
diately after  the  close  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  and  in  company  with  a  brother  who 
came  with  him.  erected  a  forge  about  half  a 
mile  above  East  Poultney,  at  a  point  after- 
wards known  as  "the  Todd  place."  He  was 
a  soldier  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  assist- 
ed in  the  capture  of  Burgoyne  at  Saratoga. 
He  was  not  long  in  the  iron  business,  but  be- 
came a  farmer.  His  son  Joseph  was  reared 
on  a  farm.  He  married  Caroline  Ruggles 
Oct.  13,  1825,  and  commenced  his  married 
life  as  a  farmer,  in  which  pursuit  he  -was 
successful.  As  a  farmer  he  united  with  the 
labor  of  his  hands  that  inquiring,  investigat- 
ing, practical  turn  of  mind  which  combina- 
tions seldoms  fails  of  success  in  tint  pursuit. 
In  procuring  his  education  he  attended  only 
the  common  school  of  his  time,  yet  for  prac- 
tical progress,  few.  even  of  collese  grad- 
uates were  better  educated.  His  own  love 
of  knowledge  with  his  regular  and  studious 
habits  in  great  part,  gave  him  his  education. 
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He  was  many  winters  engaged  in  teaching 
district  schools  which  he  continued  for  sev- 
eral years  after  he  was  married  and  on  his 
farm.  He  was  a  land  surveyor  and  civil 
engineer,  and  perhaps  in  that-  capacity  did 
more  work  than  anyone  of  the  profession 
who  ever  lived  in  Rutland  county.  In  thj 
construction  of  the  Rutland  and  Washington 
railroad  from  Rutland  to  Eagle  Bridge  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  which  was  began  in  1848 
he  was  the  leading  surveyor  and  engineer  in 
that  work.  'He  represented  Ins  town  in  the 
Vermont  legislature  in  the  years  1850  '.32  '53, 
and  for  nearly  half  a  century  held  the  otlice 
of  justice  of  the  peace,  aud  othertown  offices. 
After  the  R.  Sc  \V.  radroad  was  complete  in 
1852,  Dea.  Joslin  was  made  the  R.  R.  and  ex- 
press agent  at  Poultuey,  and  held  that  posi- 
tion until  his  age  and  infirmities  compelled 
him  to  retire.  About  this  time  he  sold  his 
farm  and  moved  into  the  village.  Dea.  Jos- 
lin was  selected  as  the  operator  at  the  Poult- 
ney  station  after  the  first  telegraph  line  was 
constructed  through  Poultney.  I  may  per- 
haps be  pardoned  for  the  digression  in  relat- 
ing here  some  incidents,  connected  with  Ins 
experience  as  operator.  I  copy  from  his  own 
words  which  appear  in  the  published  history 
of  Poultney.  "The  first  telegraph  line  was 
erected  in  this  town  in  1848  and  J.  Joslin 
was  the  operator.  Soon  after  the  line  was 
put  in  working  order  he  received  a  message 
from"  the  western  part  of  the  State  of  New 
York  for  a  well-to-do  farmer  living  a  mile  or 
two  from  the  village.  The  message  was  en- 
closed in  an  envelope  and  delivered  as  di- 
rected. Soon  alter  which  the  farmer  entered 
the  office  holding  the  message  in  his  hand 
and  with  a  peculiar  expression  of  counte- 
nance inquired — "I  want  you  should  tell  how 
you  got  this  letter  so  quick."  "It  came  by- 
telegraph,"  was  the  reply.  -'What!  do  you 
preteud  this  letter  came  tluee  hundred  miles 
by  telegraph  to  day  ?  (holding  up  the  same), 
"see  it's  hardly  wrinkled  at  ail,  I  should  like 
to  know  how  it  got  through  them  glass  knobs 
on  the  poles  ;  I  should  suppose  it  would  have 
been  all  tore  to  pieces." 

On  the  4th  of  March  1S41)  there  was  a  deep 
interest  in  the  country  (at  least  by  politicians) 
in  relation  to  General  Taylor's  inaugural  ad- 
dress. An  arrangement  was  made  with  tele- 
graph companies  ti>  transmit  the  message 
wherever  lines  bad  been  established,  and 
those  who  chose  to  receive  it  con  Id  do  so  by 
employing  a  person  to  write  it  out  as  the  op- 
erator furnished  it.  The  entire  document 
was  received  by  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
It  was  soon  announced  in  town  meeting  (it 
was  the  first  Tuesday  of  March)  that  the 
presidents  message  had  been  received  at 
Poultney.     There  was  a  vole  passed  to  sus- 


being  and  invited  "the  Deacon"  to  read  it, 
but  many  scouted  the  idea— said  it  was  im- 
possible to  get  it  so  soon.  Some  said  it 
was  a  sell— that  the  operator  had  been  copy- 
ing some  old  document — -'he  cant— humbug 
me"  etc.  Rut  when  the  papers  came  from 
New  York  the  next  day  and  the  same  article- 
read,  unbelief  gave  way  and  faith  established 
in  the  telegraph." 

Deacon  Joslin's  ability  and  acquirements 
would  have  enabled  him  to  attain  a  much 
wider  distinction  thau  he  did,  had  his  aspira- 
tions led  him  to  that  end.  lie  had  no  ambi- 
tion for  the  honors  of  office,  empty  fame  he 
despised ;  he  aimed  at  the  practical,  and 
measured  everything  by  its  utility.  A  better 
example  of  steady,  untiring  industry,  and 
regularity  in  habits,  cannot  be  found.  He 
settled  into  a  system  in  early  life  from  which 
he  did  not  depart.  What  he  had  to  do  was 
done  promptly  and  well,  and  he  was  always 
guided  or  intended  to  be  by  principle.  He 
was  for  more  than  sixty  years  a  member  of 
the  Raptist  church  in  Poultney,  elected  one 
of  its  deacons  July  G,  1885,  aud  held  the  of- 
fice until  his  death.  He  contributed  liberally 
to  die  support  of  this  church,  and  to  benevo- 
lent objects  connected  with  the  work  of  the 
denomination  and  was  as  regular  and  con- 
stant iu  attendence  upon  the  services  of 
the  church  as  to  his  every  day  meals.  Dea. 
Joslin  was  one  of  the  authors  of  the  Poultuey 
history,  a  volume  published  iu  1875.  He 
wrote  a  portion  of  it,  and  furnished  the  ma- 
terial for  a  large  portion  of  the  remainder. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Rutland  County 
Historical  Society  and  one  of  its  vice-presi- 
dents. He  attended  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  society  held  atFairhaven  in  August  1881. 
On  his  return  from  that  meeting  in  company 
with  the  writer,  he  said:  "It  is  doubtful 
whether  I  shall  be  able  to  attend  another 
meeting  of  the  society;"  and  he  added  sub- 
stantially  the  following:  I  desire  to  enjoin 
upon  others  the  importance  ot  gathering  up 
and  saving  the  acts,  sayings  and  doings  of 
tiie  past  and  present  generations,  for  the 
beneft  of  future  generations;  we  should  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  copy  our  virtues  and 
to  guard  against  our  errors.  He  uttered  . 
these  thoughts  with  much  earnestness.  Ik- 
relied  much  upon  the  value  of  local  history 
as  an  educator,  and  undoubtedly  his  own  re- 
tentive memory  and  his  disposition  to  reason 
from  analogy,  gave  him  much  of  that  power, 
influence  and  merit  which  he  possessed. 

Dea.  Joslin  was  nor  without  his  imperfec- 
tions— perfection  we  cannot  find  in  living 
man;  but  allow  me  to  say  that  few  of  the  de- 
parted among  us  has  left  a  better  record,  or 
one  with  less  imperfection,  and  the  good  im- 
press he  left  upon  society  in  his  long  and 
useful  life  will  endure  for  generations.  ' 
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election  or  officers.  Second    Vice-President   Hon.    Henry 

The  following:  officers  were  elected   for  Hall,  Rutland. 

the  ensuing  year :  Treasurer,  lion.  Merritt  Clark,  Poult- 
President,  Hon.  Barnes  Frisbie,  Poult-  ney. 

ney.  Secretary,  Dr.  John  M.  Currier,  Castle- 
First  Vice-President,  Dr.  James  San-  ton. 

ford,  Castleton. 
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SPECIAL    MEETING    HELD    UNDER    THE    "OLD    LANGDON    PINE,"    AT 
DR.   CURRIER'S  RESIDENCE   IN  CASTLETON,  AUGUST  25,  1882. 


It  was  a  clear,  mild  day  aud  a  gentle 
•  breeze  was  sighing  through  the  boughs 
of  the  'Old  Langdon  Pine,"  at  2  o'clock 
p.  m.,  when  the  Rutland  County  Histori- 
cal Society  met  under  its  fragrant  branch- 
es in  the  open  air  to  deliberate  upon  the 
best  plans  to  commemorate  the  naming 
of  Neshobe  Island  in  Lake  Bomoseen, 
and  of  Josh  Billings'  Pulpit  on  Mason's 
Point. 

Vice-President  Sanford  was  called  to 
the  chair.  A  postal  card  received  that 
day  from  president  Frisbie  announcing 
thai  ill  health  prevented  his  attendance. 

The  secretary5  stated  that  there  were 
several  items  of  business  to  come  before 
the  society  which  he  would  proceed  to 
mention. 

He  then  read  a  letter  from  Josh  Bil- 
liugs,  bearing  date  of  August  23,  1882,  in 
which  he  offered  to  deliver1  his  lecture, 
"On  the  Probabilities  of  Life,"  about  the 
middle  of  September  next,  when  on  his 
return  with  his  family  from  the  White 
Mountains,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Rut- 
land County  Historical  Society.  And 
further  wrote:  "You  can  use  me  when  I 
<  "ine  to  Castleton  just  as  yon  please,  on- 
!y  no  speech  making  to  be  done.  There 
'int  in  nil  the  country  a  bigger  fraud 
than  I  am  in  the  matter  of  off-hand 
"pwjc'h  making.  This  may  seem  like  af- 
fectation but  I  be-,  to  state  that  I  am 
prepared  to  bet  on  it.  Yours  without  a 
-tru-'le." 


On  motion  of  B.  W.  Burt,  voted  to  ac- 
cept "Josh's"  liberal  proposition  ;  and  to 
instruct  the  executive  committee  to  make 
all  proper  arrangements  for  his  lecture 
and  entertainment.  B.  YV.  Burt,  William 
Moulton  and  B.  F.  Adams,  being  de- 
scendants of  early  settlers  of  Castleton, 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive 
"Josh  Billings"  on  his  arrival  in  town, 
and  entertain  him  while  in  Castleton. 

A  song  on  lake  Bomoseen — Neshobe 
Island— and  "Josh  Billings'"  Pulpit- 
composed  by  Hon.  E.  L.  Barbour,  of  Ben- 
son, was  read  by  the  secretary;  and  it 
was  voted  to  have  it  sung  when  "Josh 
Billings"  delivered  his  lecture  in  Castle- 
ton. 

REPORT   OK   THE   EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE, 
ON'  JOSH  BILLINGS'  VI§IT  TO  CASTLETON. 

Tuesday,  September  2G,  1882,  was  a 
fair  day  in  Castleton  ;  the  evening  was 
clear  and  cool ;  the  harvest  moon  Avas 
nearly  in  the  full,  and  when  it  rose  above 
the  horizon  its  large  disc  shed  a  flood  of 
light  through  the  streets,  aud  reminded 
the  older  residents  of  the  evenings  of 
corn-huskings  and  apple-bees. 

Josh  Billings  and  his  wife  had  been 
guests  of  the  society  .since  the  previous 
Sunday  noon.  Here  resided  his  paternal 
grandfather  in  the  eighteenth  and  nine- 
teenth centuries  ;  here  is  the  birth  place 
of  his  father,  and  in  the  village  Church 
vard  lie  the  remains  of  several    ancestors 


aud  relatives.    Two  days  had  been  spent 
among  these  antiquities  and  friends. 

The  tolling  of  the  Town  Hall  bell,  at 
8  o'clock,  p.  m.,  announced  the  time  and 
place,  where  the  Rutland  County  Histor- 
ical Society  was  to  receive  from,  and  he- 
stow  honors  upon  a  world-wide  renowned 
wit  and  humorist.  The  hall  was  well  fill- 
ed ;  the  most  intelligent  portion  of  the 
community  being  present.  Dr.  James 
Sanford,  vice -president  of  the  society, 
introduced  Josh  Billings  in  the  following 
language: 

Rutland  County,  in  the  years  that  are 
past,  has  been  eminently  favored  in  her 
district  and  high  schools,  in  her  semina- 
ries and  Normal  school.  Not  deeming  it 
wise  to  highly  praise  the  present  actors 
in  the  drama  of  life,  I  will  turn  back  with 
pride  to  former  generations,  and  say, 
that  our  fathers  and  our  mothers  who 
have  gone  to  their  graves  were  noble 
men  and  women — fully  conscious  of  the 
responsibility  resting  upon  them  in  the 
right  training  of  their  children. 

With  the  thorough  discipline  of  its  va- 
rious schools  audits  highly  moral  tire- 
side  culture,  it  is  no  marvel  that  Rutland 
county  should  have  sent  out  into  the 
world  hundreds  of  young  men  and  wom- 
en well  fitted  for  the  various  useful  vo- 
cations of  lite.  Year  after  year,  within 
my  remembrance,  have  they  gone  forth 
with  high  resolves  and  high  expectations. 
By  success,  a  large  portion  have  honored 
the  county  from  which  they  emanated. 
In  return,  it  is  niTet  that  the  county- 
should  honor  them. 

We  have  now  with  us,  as  a  guest  of 
the  Rutland  County  Historical  Society,  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  most  respecta- 
ble families  of  this  town  in  years  "long 
ago."  You  can  form  some  idea  of  his 
grandfather  when  I  tell  you  that  his  but- 
ton wood  riding  whip  now  stands  in  this 
village  in  front  ot  the  Sanford  House  and 
measures  ten  feet  and  len  inches  in  cir- 
cumference. But  you  need  have  no  fears 
of  the  grandson  ;  he  carries  with  him  no 
such  formidible  material  weapon.  It  is 
in  the  literary  field  that  his  giant  powers 
are.  manifested.     In    this  he   lias   won   a 


world-wide  fame.  Every  time  around  he 
bears  off— not  tlie  buttonicoorf  but  that 
which  is  emblematic  of  victory— the  palm. 

Words  of  commendation  from  me  are 
utterly  needless,  for  everybody  knows 
thatJbs7t  Billings  is  able  to  speak  for 
himself.  He  now  has  an  opportunity  to 
do  so. 

Josh  Billings  then  seated  himself  by 
the  side  of  a  small  table  and  struggled 
with  his  lecture,  "On  the  probabilities  of 
life"  for  ninety  minutes;  it  was  well  re- 
ceived and  applauded. 

After  the  lecture  our  village  school- 
master, F.  L.  Johnson,  recited  a  poem, 
composed  by  A.  T.  Gorham,  of  Rutland, 
expressly  for  the  occasion  and  by  him 
respectfully  dedicated  to  the  Rutland 
County  Historical  Society.  The  follow  ' 
iug  is  the  poem  in  full : 

BOMOSEEN   AND   NESHOBE. 

From  the  shores  of  The  scenes  long  vanished 
loom  the  shadows  of  the  past, 

And  a  crowd  of  withering;  fancies  now  are 
thickening  full  and  fast, 

As  we  linger  by  the  lake  side  on  this  golden 
autumn  day 

And  with  song  and  tale  historic  while  the  sun- 
ny hours  away. 

In  the  distance  rise  the  summits  of  our  glori- 
ous hills  ot  green  ; 

At  our  feet  glide  placid  wavelets  of  the  mur- 
muring Bomoseen  ; 

And  a  thousand  wandering  echoes  flitting  over 
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Backward  rolls  the  tide  of  mem'ry  to  the  days 

of  long  ago. 
When  was  heard  the  Indian   war-cry  and   the 

twang  of  Indian  how. 
When  the  council   fire    was  lighted,  and   the 

dark-plumed  sachems  strode 
O'er  the  verdant  sod  beneath  us,  now  our  own 

endeared  abode. 
It  was   here   they    lived   and   lingered— it  was 

here  they  fought  and  died; 
It  was  here  they  reared  the  wigwam— home  of 

chief  and  dusky  bride; 
It  was  here  they  stemmed   the   waters,   as  the 
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They  have  faded,  they  have  vanished— nough 

but  relics  now  remain, 
And    their   shouts    are    hushed    forever    ove 
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Lovely  lakelet,  fairy  islet!  we  a  joyful    tribute 

bring— 
Twining  wreaths  of  l>ay  an<]  laurel  at  thy  glow- 

log  shrine  we  fling. 
Never    scenes   of  earth'  were   brighter— never 

fairer  skj.  s  were  seen, 
Than  are  those  that  bend  in  beauty   over  regal 

Bomoseen. 
Here's  success  to  all  our  comrades  in  the  search 

for  relics  rale  ; 
Here's  a  health  to  all  the  ladies— ever  fairest  of 

the  fair, 
And  a  cheer  right  good  and   rousing— hip  hur- 
rah: and  thine  times  three 
For  Lake    Bomoseen,    the  peerless,   and  the 

Isle  of  .Nesi/obe. 

When  this  poem  was  composed  it,  was 
expected  to  have  been  delivered  on  Ma- 
sou's  Point,  at,  a  second  picnic,  but  cir- 
cumstances prevented  the  carrying  out  of 
that  plan.  Mr.  Gotham  lias  the  thanks 
of  the  society  for  this  beautiful  composi- 
tion. It  was  very  warmly  received  by 
the  audience. 

The  exercises  of  the  evening  closed 
with  a  song  by  Mrs.  C.  S.  Sherman,  Miss 
Franc  Burt,  D.  D.  Cole  and  Henry  C. 
Ramsey.  The  song  was  composed  ex- 
pressly for  this  occasion  by  the  Hon.  E. 
L.  Barbour,  of  Benson,  and  by  him  dedi- 
cated to  Josh  Hillings.  The  following  is 
the  song  in  full : 

LAKE  BOMOSEEN"— N'SSHOBE    island    and    josh 
BILMNGS  PULPIT. 

There  is  not  in  the  world  a  lake  to  be  seen. 
So  lovely  and  fair  as  our  own  Bomoseen  ; 
In    childhood    beside    its   bright    waters   we 
strayed, 

childhood   in  age  cannot 

Oh  !  sweet,  lovely  lake   that  in  childhood  we 

knew. 
Our  heart  is  still  with  you,   our  love  is  still 

true. 
Oh  !  sweet,  lovelv  lake   that  in  childhood  we 

knew, 
Our  heart  is  still  with  you,  our  love  is  still 


N'or  In  the  wide  world  do  we  e'er  hope  to  see. 

An  Island  so  fair  as  our  own  Neshobe  ; 

The  sunlight  doth  linger  amid  its  green 
groves, 

And  our  heart  still  lingers  with  fond  early- 
loves. 

Oh!    sweet  lovely   island    In  childhood  we 

knew, 
Our  heart  is  still  with   you,   our  lovu   is  still 

true 
Oh  !    sweet  lovely    Island    in   childhood   we 


With  many  famed  pulpits  the  world   Is   well 

graced. 
In  Churches   and  temples  they   always  are 

placed  ; 
But  we  have  a  pulpit  more  simple  ami  grand 
Than  can  elsewhere  be  found  in  all  our  loved 

land. 

Our    Rock    Pulpit   flashes  with  humor  and 

wit 
For  Josh  Billings'  name  we  have  given   to  It. 
Our  Rock  Pulpit    flashes   witli   humor   and 

wit 
For  Josh  Billings'  name  we  have  given  to  it. 

Though   halting  old  critics  may  cry  out,  O 

pshaw  ! 
For  halting  old  critics  we  don't  care  a  straw  ; 
For  a  lake,  an  island  and  pulpit  have  we, 
More  grand  acd  more  lovely  than  elsewhere 

we  see. 

Our  Rock    Pulpit  flashes  with   humor  and 

wit 
For  Josh  Billings'  name  we  have  given  to  it. 
Our   Rock    Pulpit  flashes   with   humor  and 

wit, 
For  Josh  Billings' name  we  have  given  to   it. 

Tliis  overture  was  very  warmly  and 
heartily  encored.  The  piece  was  unusu- 
ally well  rendered  ;  every  word  was  dis- 
tinctly enunciated  and  could  be  heard  in 
all  parts  of  the  hall.  Josh  and  his  wife 
expressed  their  warm  admiration  for  the 
production  and  its  rendering,  and  begged 
a  copy  to  carry  home  with  them. 
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SEMI-ANNUAL  MEETING  HELD  AT  THE  CHAPEL  OF  THE  CON. 

GREGATIONAL  CHURCH,  IN  CASTLETON,  ON  THURSDAY, 

JAN.   iS,  1SS3,  AT  2  O'CLOCK  IN  THE  AFTERNOON. 


The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Rutland 
County  Historical  society  was  held  on 
Thursday,  January  18,  at  the  chapel  of 
the  Congregational  church,  in  Castleton,  at 
2  o'clock  p.  m. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  Hon. 
Barnes  Frisbie,  Hon.  Henry  Clark  was 
called  to  the  chair. 

Rev.  L.  H.  Stone  of  Castleton  offered 
prayer. 

Hon.  Henry  Clark  made  an  extempore 
address,  which  we  copy  from  the  report  of 
the  meeting  in  the  Rutland  Standard  of 
January  19  : 

"The  duty  of  rescuing  from  oblivion  all 
that  pertains  to  the  affairs  of  the  community 
as  it  existed  a  century  ago;  the  many 
small  and  apparently  inconsiderable  items 
being  gathered  by  the  society  are  illustra- 
tive of  the  habits,  customs  and  inhabitants 
of  the  former  generation.  But  recently 
there  had  oome  into  his  possession  the 
original  commission  of  Noah  Lee  as  cap- 
tain, signed  by  Benedict  Arnold  as  colonel 
commanding,  with  a  letter  of  Ethan  Allen's. 
These  documents  settled  a  long  disputed 
point  in  Vermont  history.  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  present  generation  to  make  strict 
search  and  gather  up  all  from  tradition, 
memory  and  documents  that  related  or  per- 
tained to  the  fathers  who  founded  the  sev- 
eral communities  of  this  independent  com- 
monwealth. While  societies  like  the  Rut- 
laud  County  Society  were  gathering  up  the 
scattered  fragments  of  history  for  future 
fenerations—- as  a  matter  of  reverence  and 
love -without  fee  or  reward— the  sons  and 
'laughters  of  Vermont  scattered  throughout 
this  broad  land  are  looking  with  intense  in- 


terest for  every  item  of  history  that  had  re- 
lation to  the  old  home  amid  the  Green 
Mountains.  Wherever  the  sous  of  Vermont 
were  located  they  remembered  with  great 
affection  the  state  of  their  nativity  as  was 
illustrated  in  the  number  of  associations  of 
Vermonters  in  other  states.  Only  yester- 
terday  the  sons  of  Vermont  in  Chicago, 
111.,  Worcester,  Mass.,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
Denver,  Col.,  and  Portland,  Oregon,  sat 
down  to  banquets  in  honor  of  the  day  when 
Vermont  had  been  declared  free  and  inde- 
pendent by  the  convention  at  Westminster. 
If  the  scattered  sons  manifested  in  this 
manner  such  filial  and  loyal  regard  for  the 
old  homestead,  it  is  surely  the  duty  of  the 
generation  inhabiting  her  hills  and  valleys 
to  express  their  great  reverence  for  the 
deeds,  the  acts  and  traditions  of  the 
founders,  to  gather  up  and  place  them  on 
record  for  the  information  and  pleasure  of 
the  widely  scattered  children  who  had  gone 
forth  to  new  scenes  and  new  endeavors  to 
honor  the  place  of  their  birth,  wherever 
civilization  has  led  the  way.  In  conclu- 
sion, an  earnest  appeal  was  made  to  in  every 
way  aid  the  society  and  its  purposes. 
Dr.  John  M.  Currier  of  Castleton  read  an 

ACCOCNT  OF  THE   INDIAN    MCRDER   IN  POULT- 
NEY  IN  1834. 

Sometime  in  the  spring  ot  1834  an  Indian 
by  the  name  of  Pee-Tee,  with  his  squaw 
and  three  boys  came  into  Hampshire  Hol- 
low *  in    Poultney,    and    built    a  wigwam 

*  This  was  called  Hampshire  Hollow  be- 
cause many  ot  the  settlers  there  were  from 
New  Hampshire. 
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on  the  south  bank  of  the  Dewey,  or 
Roaring  Brook,  on  the  Dewey  farm,  new- 
owned  by  Timothy  Healey.  It  was  said 
that  he  came  from  Penobscot,  Maine.  His 
occupation  was  making  baskets.  He  was 
very  tall,  intemperate,  lazy,  brutal  and 
abused  his  family.  It  was  said  that  he 
would  cut  pieces  of  flesh  from  his  children 
to  punish  them  when  they    displeased   him. 

His  presence  in  the  neighborhood  was 
discovered  by  Mr.  James  Winchell,  who 
lived  about  one  hundred  rods  west  of  his 
wigwam,  on  the  morning  of  the  great 
snow  storm  ,in  May  *  when  he  went  out  to 
look  after  his  flock  of  sheep  and  young 
lambs,  and  saw  the  smoke  of  his  camp-fire 
ascending  through  the  trees.  The  family 
traded  with  the  neighbors  aud  thus  ob- 
tained a  living. 

Pee-Tee  was  surly  and  of  a  jealous  dis- 
position ;  he  would  seldom  speak  to  a  white 
woman  and  would  not  allow  his  squaw  to 
speak  to,  nor  even  look  at  a  white  man  ; 
she  was  made  to  turn  her  back  to  any  white 
man  who  visited  their  wigwam.  He  got 
Mr.  Winchell,  who  was  a  blacksmith,  to 
make  him  a  hatchet  out  of  an  old  axe  with 
which  to  prepare  his  basket  timber.  When 
Mr.  Winchell  handed  it  to  him,  he  pointed 
to  a  defect  in  some  part  of  it  aud  said, 
Ugh,  sore!  He  and  his  squaw  went  to  Mr. 
Winchell's  one  morning  to  get  some  but- 
ter, but  Mrs.  Winchell  said  she  had  none 
to  spare.  The  squaw  inquired  if  Mr. 
Winchell  was  at  home,  on  being  informed 
that  he  was  not,  Pee  Tee  raised  his  hatchet 
in  a  threatening  attitude  and  said,  Gel  me 
butter  quick  !  Mrs.  Winchell  said  she  was 
frightened  aud  if  there  had  been  only  one 
pound  of  butter  left  on  earth  she  would 
have  got  it  for  him. 

Their  wigwam  was  built  of  birch  bark, 
hemlock  and  spruce  boughs  ;  subsequently 
they  obtaiued    from    the    Dewey   brothers 

*  The  following  memorandum  was  taken 
from  the  diary  kept  by  Zimri  Barber  of 
Castleton,  in  an  almanac  of  1834  : 

The  snow  storm  began  the  14th,  and  con- 
tinued  15th,  afternoon  snowing  and  blow- 
ing. 

Snow  fell  eighteen  inches  deep  and  there 
was  snow  to  be  seen  five  days  afterwards  in 
the  cleared  lots. 


boards  to  cover  it  more  securely.  The 
door  opened  towards  the  brook  between 
two  beech  trees,  about  three  feet  apart. 
Sometime  in  the  afternoon  or  evening  of 
July  2,  Pee-Tee  was  murdered  by  his  wife 
with  his  hatchet,  by  repeated  blows  upon 
the  back  of  his  head  and  neck.  During  the 
night  she  dug  a  hole  deep  enough  to  bury 
the  body.  The  dirt  was  carried  to  the 
brook  in  a  basket,  as  was  supposed,  and 
thrown  into  the  water  to  be  carried  down 
stream  to  avoid  detection.  The  spot 
selected  for  burial  was  under  his  bed  of 
hemlock  boughs,  which  she  carefully  re- 
placed after  putting  his  knife  and  fork,  cup 
and  plate  under  his  head,  and  covering  the 
whole  with  a  layer  of  the  natural  earth. 
The  hatchet  was  found  ou  the  Morey  farm 
in  the  grass,  covered  with  blood,  when  the 
owners  were  haying  the  same  summer. 
On  the  morning  of  the  3d  she  called  at  the 
Dewey  brothers'  and  stated  that  her  hus- 
band was  going  to  a  new  wigwam  in  Men- 
don,  and  would  not  return  for  a  number  of 
days,  and  that  she  was  going  to  meet  him 
in  Rutland.  In  order  to  have  the  murder 
concealed  until  she  could  get  away,  she  de- 
sired Messrs.  Dewey  not  to  disturb  1  the 
wigwam  for  several  days,  for  he  might 
come  back  to  live  there  and  if  he  should 
find  it  disturbed  he  would  be  "dreadful 
mad;"  but  after  so  many  days  had  elapsed 
she  was  willing  that  the  Deweys  might 
enter  the  wigwam,  as  it  would  then  be 
certain  that  they  should  not  return.  She 
went  as  far  as  West  Rutland  that  day  and 
staid  over  night  in  Abner  Mead's  barn.  On 
July  i,  she  and  her  three  boys  and  little 
speckled  dog  were  sesn  by  Silas  Smith  of 
Rutland  ou  the  Stockbridge  road  crossing 
the  Green  Mountains. 

In  a  letter  dated  Smith's  Basin,  N.  Y., 
May  29,  1882,  Mr.  A.  Dewey  gives  me 
much  'information  about  this  affair.  He 
says  that  Pee-Tee  abused  his  wife  dreadful- 
ly, whipping  her  and  the  children  and 
would  even  push  them  into  the  Are.  He 
had  killed  two  girls  as  soon  as  they  were 
born.  He  stole  his  wife  when  she  was 
young  "and  forced  her  to  live  with  him. 
She  said  her  father  lived  in  as  much  splen- 
dor as  the  whites. 
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Sometime  afterwards  the  body  was  found 
by  Oratnel  Ames,  a  shoemaker  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. An  inquest  was  held  immediate- 
ly and  a  verdict  of  murder  was  found  ac- 
cording to  the  foregoing  statement,  but  tie 
body  was  never  removed  by  the  authorities, 
nor  did  they  ever  attempt  to  pursue  the 
murderess.  The.students  of  the  Vermont 
Academy  of  Medicine  at  C  tleton  got  the 
credit  of  stealing  the  body,  and  it  was 
openly  claimed  that  the  old  Indian's  skele- 
ton graced  the  college  museum,  bearing 
marks  of  the  hatchet  upon  the  skull.  '1  he 
following  named  persons  were  said  to  be 
the  jurymen  at  the  inquest  :  James  Winch- 
ell,  James  Marshall,  Archibald  Dewey,  Dr. 
David  Dewey,  Almon  Warner,  Zebediah 
Dewey,  Reuben  Martin,  S.  Jackson  Dewey, 
William  FinVld,  Buzi  Crampton,  Samuel 
Fifield  and  Paul  M.  Ross. 

On  Monday,  the  23th  day  of  August,  1882, 
the  Rutland  County  Historical  Society  held 
a  field  meeting  and  basket  picnic  on  the 
spot  where  I  he  murder  was  committed,  for 
the  purpose  of  gathering  facts  relating  to 
the  affair.  About  fifty  people  were  present 
and  rendered  efficient  services,  among 
whom  were  the  following  :  J.  C.  Dewey, 
T  D.  Dewey,  Z.  Dewey,  E.'S.  Dewey,  Al- 
bert Dewey,  J.  R.  D  ewey,  Eben  Pom>  roy, 
Frederick  Rnggles,  Gilbert  Priudle,  David 
Paro,  Joseph  F.  Morse,  William  Cocknan, 
Peter  Landry,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Dewey,  Mrs.  J . 
R.  Dewey,  Mrs.  Betsey  Ausment,  Julius 
Spanlding,  Alphonzo  Everts,  Alexander 
Mnncrief,  Joseph  Clark,  Andrew  Redding, 
Mrs.  James  Winchell  and  many  other 
ladies  from  Poultney  ;  John  Howe  of  Al- 
bany, N.  Y  ;  J.  M.  Dewey  of  Rutland  and 
Mr.  Farewell  of  Hampton,  N.  Y.  Many 
others  were  present  who  were  unknown  to 
the  society's  reporter. 

The  day  was  very  fine  and  clear.  All 
present  were  exceedingly  interested  in  the 
proceedings  and  ready  to  lend  assistance. 
The  location  was  in  Mr.  Timothy  Healey's 
Rugar  place,  affording  the  most  delightful 
■shade  Mr.  E.  S.  Dewey  took  the  lead  in 
'he  search,  haviug  retained  the  locality  in 
his  memory  since  the  tragedy  was  enacted. 
The   two  beech  stumps  standing  about  fif- 


teen feet  from  the  brook,  marked  the  door 
way  info,  the  Indian's  wigwam,  although 
every  other  trace  had  disappeared  from  the 
surface.  On  digging  down  where  the  body 
was  buried  no  trace  of  bones  were  found 
which  substantiated  the  general  opinion 
that  the  medical  students  had  exhumed  the 
body.  No  knife  nor  fork  were  discovered, 
but  numerous  fragments  of  an  earthen 
plate  and  cup  ornamented  with  blue  figures, 
and  a  brass  button  weie  found,  which 
proved  conclusively  that  to  be  the  veritable 
locality.  The  grave  was  then  filled  up  and 
a  mound  of  boulders  from  the  vicinity  and 
from  the  bed  of  the  brook  was  made  over 
the  grave. 

Lunch  was  taken  in  the  same  grove  a  few 
rods  south  of  the  old  wigwam  and  grave, 
about  1  o'clock,  after  which  a  general  dis- 
cussion of  the  whole  matter  took  place 

Mrs.  Winchell  exhibited  the  identical 
work  basket  which  the  squaw  made  and 
gave  her  as  payment  for  the  butter  which 
Pee-Tee  extorted  from  her. 

This  is  but  one  of  many  instances  of 
Indian  families  visiting  Vermont,  coming 
in  on  the  old  trails  of  'their  fathers.  After 
the  Revolutionary  war.for  many  years, these 
wanderiug  families  were  seen  in  various 
sections  of  the  State.  Those  visits  were 
made  from  motives  similar  to  our  own  love 
of  visiting  our  childhood  homes.  We  love 
all  these  old  scenes;  the  noisy  brook,  the 
roar  of  distant  waterfalls,  the  sight  of 
familiar  rocks,  trees  and  hills,  and  the 
songs  of  birds  fill  us  with  emotions  that 
have  to  be  experienced  to  be  fully  appreci- 
ated. Preci.-ely  so  with  the  Indian,  he 
loved  the  scenes  along  the  old  trails.  By 
these  occasional  visits  the  old  trails  were 
more  fully  established  as  historical  facts. 
While  the  n-hite  man  traveled  on  the  ridges 
by  marked  trees  which  guided  future  travel- 
ers, the  Indian  took  the  meadows  and 
streams  and  .sought  to  efface  his  footsteps 
that  others  might  not  know  his  where- 
abouts. 

The  course  of  Pee-Tee's  family  was  on  an 
old  trail  over  the  Green  Mountains  long 
prior  to  the  Revolution,  as  history  affirms, 
and  the  finding  of  stone  implements  fully 
establishes. 
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There  is  no  trail  better  authenticated  in 
history  than  that  up  and  down  the  Connect- 
icut river  and  from  the  Connecticut  river 
along  the  Passumpsic  river  over  the  heights 
and  along  the  Barton  river  and  Lake  Mem- 
phremagog  into  Canada.  Stone  imple- 
ments along  these  routes  equally  confirm 
them  as  aboriginal  trails.  For  a  long  time 
after  the  Revolutionary  period  these  trails 
were  traversed  by  bands  of  Canadian 
Indians,  on  pleasure  and  trading  expedi- 
tions. 

In  about  1845  in  the  month  of  June,  one 
rainy  afternoon  I  was  fishing  with  my 
brothers  and  some  other  friends  just  below 
Currier's  Bar,  in  the  Connecticut  river  in 
the  town  of  Bath,  N.  H.,  when  two  birch 
canoes  of  Indians  came  paddling  along 
down  the  stream.  They  were  on  a  trading 
excursion  from  Canada  to  the  Coos  mea- 
dows, the  favorite  summer  resort  of  their 
ancestors,  in  the  town  of  Newbury.  A  few 
years  later,  I  was  at  the  same  place  fishing 
late  one  stormy  afternoon,  when  two  or 
three  canoes  of  Indians  came  down  the 
Connecticut  and  drew  ashore  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  in  the  town  of  Ryegate, 
Vt.  They  ascended  the  bank,  went  upon  a 
bluff,  covered  with  quite  heavy  pine  timber, 
and  built  them  a  wigwam  of  pine  and  hem- 
lock boughs.  Before  this  wigwam  they 
kindled  a  fire  and  cooked  a  supper.  They 
had  guns  with  them  and  shot  squirrels  and 
cooked  them  for  supper.  The  location  for 
their  wigwam  was  well  chosen;  it  was  shel- 
tered from  the  wind  and  rain  on  dry  ground, 
and  although  it  was  a  stormy  evening,  the 
surroundings  seemed  to  afford  all  the  com- 
forts the  campers  desired.  I  have  remem- 
bered this  circumstance  with  a  great  degree 
of  pleasure,  and  it  kindled  in  me  a  desire 
for  camp-life.  Their  stay  was  only  for  the 
night. 

InMibout  1852  I  went  down  to  the  banks 
of  the  Connecticut,  about  three- fourths  of  a 
mile  below  Canoe  or  D.odge's  Falls,  one 
morning  in  the  month  of  September.  The 
weather  was  clear  and  cold.  I  discovered 
that  a  party  of  Indians  had  there  encamped 
the  night  previous  and  had  but  just  left 
the  pi  ice.     There    was    no    appearance  of 


any  wigwam,  having  baen  built,  but  the 
embers  were  still  burniug.  Fragments  of 
corn  cake  were  scattered  about,  and  I 
should  judge  that  it  was  made  with  water 
and  baked  on  a  hot  stone.  This  is  the  last 
evidence  that  I  possess  of  the  Indian  travel 
by  water  in  that  locality,  although  Dr.  Cut- 
ting informed  me  last  winter  that  several 
families  visit  the  vicinity  of  Lunenburgh 
ev^ry  year,  selling  baskets. 

At  the  field  meeting  in  Poultney,  August 
2S,  an  iron  sheep  bell  was  exhibited  be- 
longing to  Harvey  Marshall.  When  Bur- 
goyne  invaded  this  section  most  of  the 
families  left  their  homes,  either  on  foot  or 
on  horseback.  Thk  bell  was  on  the  horse 
at  the  time  they  gathered  up  their  things 
for  leaving  and  it  has  been  in  the  line  of  his 
ancestors  ever  since. 

Rev.  L.  H.  Stone  exhibited 

A  PEWTER  PLATTER, 

and  gave  the  following  account  of  it  :  This 
platter  is  over  two  hundred  years  old  and 
came  to  us  in  the  following  manner  :  Mrs. 
Anna  E.  French  was  the  eldest  daughter 
of  Dea.  Aram  Farnham  of  Hardwick,  Vt. 
Her  mother  who  was  daughter  and  the  only 
daughter  of  Rev.,  Cyprian  Strong  D.  D.,  of 
Chatham,  Conn  ,  a  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  forty -four  years,  gave  this 
platter  to  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Farnham, and 
she  gave  it  to  her  eldest  daughter,  Mrs. 
French,  and  she  to  my  wife  as  her  eldest 
daughter.  Hon.  Thomas  Strong  was  the 
father  of  Rev.  Cyprian,  D.  D.,  to  whom  I 
have  alluded.  The  families  of  Strong,  in 
this  country  descended  from  Elder  John 
Strong,  who  came  from  the  county  of  Som- 
ersetshire, town  of  Taunton,  1630  or  '253 
years  ago.  This  Elder  John  Strong  was 
the  father  of  sixteen  children,  or  if  we  in- 
clude one  which  died  on  the  passage  over 
to  America,  seventeen.  It  will  be  needless 
to  say  that  from  such  parents  a  healthy  pos- 
terity might  be  expected  ;  strong  physically,  fe 
intellectually  and  morally,  for  Irom  numer- 
ous families,  as  a  rule,  the  strongest  bodies, 
brightest  intellects  have  proceeded,  a  fact 
plain  to  all  who  are  versed  in  the  principles 
of  agriculture  and  physiology.  Not  to 
dwell    too    long    on    the    families    of    the 
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Strongs,  nearly  one  hundred  of  which  were 
honored  with  two  capital  Ds.  I  wish,  briaf- 
ly,  to  refer  to  Caleb,  sou  of  Caleb,  distin- 
guished as  a  scholar,  patriot  and  statesman, 
as  well  as  a  Christian.  He  was  associated 
with  the  Adams,  Bowdoins,  Parsons  and 
others  in  Massachusetts,  in  their  struggles  — 
first,  for  colonial  liberty  and  finally  for 
national ;  was  on  the  committee  for  draft- 
ing the  constitution  of  Massachusetts 
and  also  for  that  of  the  United  States  ;  was 
governor  of  Massachusetts  in  1800,  and  was 
his  own  successor  for    seven   years. 

Mr.  Stone  also  presented  a  printed  copy 
of  a 

TEMPERANCE    SERMON, 

whose  title  page  read  as  follows: 
The  Fatal  Effects  of  Ardent    Spirits.     A   ser- 
mon by  Ebenezer  Porter,  Pastor  of  the  First 
Church  in  Washington,  Conn.]   Middlebury, 
Vt.     Be-printed  by  T.  C.  Strong.  1812 
The  sermon  is  complete  in  sixteen  pages. 
The   last   page    is    slightly    stained.       Dr. 
Porter  was  a  son  of  Judge    Porter,    of  Tin- 
mouth,   Vt.     He   was   long   a    professor   in 
Audover  Theological  Seminary  and    author 
of  the  Rhetorical  Reader,  so  long  a  popular 
reading  book  in  the  schools  of  New   Eng- 
land. , 

shoemaker's  pincers. 
Mr.  C.  S.  Ruinsey  exhibited  a  pair  of 
shoemaker's  pincers,  formerly  used  by  his 
father,  William  Runisey  of  Hubbardton, 
who  was  born  in  1750.  in  the  town  of  Read- 
ing, Conn.,  and  settled  in  Hubbardton  very 
early  after  the  Revolution.      He  carried  on 


the  business  of  shoemakiug  and  tanning 
and  currying.  His  tan  vats  were  made 
from  large  pine  trees  that  grew  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  tannery. 

STONH  IMPLEMENTS. 

Willis  P.  Bruce,  formerly  of  Hubbardton, 
Vt.,  preseuted  the  following  specimens: 
Five  arrowheads  and  two  flakes  of  Hudson 
River  limestone,  one  arrowhead  of  blue 
quartzite,  one  British  copper  half-penny  of 
the  time  of  George  II.  All  these  were 
found  by  him  in  the  summer  of  1882,  in  the 
town  of  Half  Moon,  N.  V.,  about  one  half 
mile  south  of  Mechanicsville,  on  an  old 
Indian  camping  ground,  a  short  distance 
from  the  Hudson  River. 

INDIAN  RELICS. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Djmerett  exhibited  the  fol- 
lowing specimens:  Twenty-eight  pieces  of 
pottery  from  the  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
mounds  at  Aztulan,  Wis.,  of  several  difier- 
ent  designs,  and  some  had  been  painted 
red;  twenty  eight  arrowheads,  one  drill. 
two  axes  of  diorite,  one  scraper,  one  celt  of 
quartzite,  one  knife,  oue  animal  and  two 
.human  teeth  and  one  piece  of  burnt  clay 
showing  the  marks  of  straw  with  which  it 
was  originally  mixed,  all  from  the  same 
locality  ;  oue  slate  gouge,  and  two  celts 
from  Williamsburgh,  N.  Y. ;  one  war  club 
and  oue  celt  from  the  state  of  Mississippi, 
opposite  Helena. 

ELECTION  OF  MEMBERS. 

Hon.  Merritt  Clark  of  Poultney  and  Rev. 
L.  H.  Stone  of  Castleton  were  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  society. 
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TLETON. ON  WEDNESDAY.  AUGUST  8,   1SS-5. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  was 
held  at  Dr.  Currier's  office  in  Castleton,  on 
Wednesday,  August  8,  1S83. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
•'usuing     year:      President,    Hon.    Barues 


Frisbie.  Poultuey;  first  vice-president,  Dr. 
James  Sauford,  Castleton;  second  vice- 
president,  Hon  Henry  Clark,  Rutland; 
treasurer,  Hon.  Merritt  Clark,  Poultuey; 
secretary.  Dr.  John  M.  Currier,  Castleton. 

DR.  SKLAH  CRIDLEY'S  (ilFT. 

The  following  curious   bequest   was    pre- 
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sented   by    Miss    Emeliue   Gilbert  of    Fair 
Haven  : 

$50.  Fairhaven,  July  5th,  1821. 
Whereas  Royal  Dennis  of  Fairhaven,  has 
ever  been  my  particular  &  personal 
friend  during  his  residence  in  Vermont, 
and,  in  token  of  his  regard  for  me,  has 
given  to  his  .youngest  son  the  name  of 
Sblah  Gridley,  so  dedicating  him  to  GOP 
in  baptism;  I  hereby  give  to  the  said 
Selah  Gridley  Dennis,  fifty  Dollars,  as  part 
of  the  value  of  a  Horse,  which  I  call  Cjesar 
now  aged  five  years,  on  condition  that  the 
said  Royal  Dennis,  will  truly  &  faithfully 
keep  the  said  horse,  as  he  now  is,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  son,  above  named,  &  to  aid 
in  his  education  in  both  business  &  litera- 
ture, and  will  appropriate  the  profits  to 
that  important  object;  and  whereas  I  ex- 
pect shortly  to  leave  this  vale  of  tears,  to 
pass  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death,  and  wish  still  to  provide  for  the 
maintenance  of  my  family,  1  hereby  re- 
quest, that  Deacon  Joel  Hamilton,  & 
Major  Tilley  Gilbert  shall  apprise  said 
horse,  Caesar,  in  one  year  from  the  date 
hereof,  that  the  overplus  may  be  paid  to  my 
heirs  and  assigns  in  three  years  from  the 
date  hereof  without  interest,  Witnass  my 
hand  SELAH  GRIDLEY. 

Witness  Tilley  Gilbert, 
Erastus  Higley. 
sketch  of  col.  noah  lbe. 

The  following  sketch  of  Col.  Noah  Lee 
wns  copied  from  that  on  his  portrait  in  the 
possession  of  Lee  Lodge,  No  30,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  Castleton,  Vermout: 

"Col.  Noah  Lee  was  born  at  Norwalk  in 
the  county  of  Fairfield,  Connecticut, 
October  15,  A.  D.  1745.  His  father,  a  sea 
faring  mau,  died  before  the  subject  of  this 
account  arrived  at  the  age  of  two  years. 
His  father  left  him  no  property  and  he  was 
sent  to  live  with  an  uncle  who  resided  iu 
Reading  in  the  same  state.  i  his  uncle 
soon  after  removed  with  his  family,  includ- 
ing Noah,  to  Salisbury,  in  the  county  of 
Litchfield,  where  the  latter  resided  till  the 
first  of  March,  A.  D.  1760,  when  he  enlisted 
as  waiter  to  an  officer.     On  being  mustered 


the  commandant  of  the  Regiment  objected 
of  him  on  account  of  deficiency  in  age  and 
size,  and  on  being  told  that  Lee  was  re- 
cruited as  waiter,  remarked  that  he  might 
answer  for  that,  and  passed  him  according- 
ly. This  remark  of  the  commandant  in- 
duced Lee  to  devote  himself  to  the  military 
service  of  his  country,  and  although  but  15 
years  old  he  never  missed  but  one  tour  of 
duty  in  the  campaign,  which  was  one  of  the 
hardest  the  colonists  ever  suffered. 

In  the  years  1761-2  he  was  an  enlisted 
soldier  aud  stationed  at  Crown  Point. 
Having,  while  in  the  pursuit  of  his  military 
profession,  become  acquainted  with  the 
land  about  Lake  Champlain,  he  was  in- 
duced in  company  with  Mr.  Bird  in  the 
spring  of  176G  to  make  a  purchase  and  set- 
tlement in  this  town  (Castleton)  at  which 
place  he  arrived  aud  commenced  a  survey 
in  June  of  that  year.  After  spending  one 
winter  in  a  log  hut  of  his  own  construction, 
with  no  society  but  the  red  man,  on  the 
15th  of  April,  1770,  he  settled  on  the  farm 
in  this  town,  which  still  bears  his  name. 
There  he  remained  until  the  Revolutionary 
contest.  In  this  war  he  took  and  con- 
tinued throughout  the  protracted  struggle, 
a  decided  and  active  part  in  behalf  of  the 
principles  of  liberty  and  independence, 
which  finally  triumphed. 

He  was  the  prime  mover  of  the  first  mili- 
tary demonstration  made  in  this  quarter,  in 
which  he  captured  Maj.  Skeene,  the  British 
commanding  officer,  at  Skeeuesboro,  on  the 
3d  ot  May,  1775,  and  maintained  possession 
of  that  important  place  till  after  the 
strongholds  of  Ticouderoga  and  Crown 
Point  were  also  surrendered  to  the  Ameri- 
can rVoops.  In  conjunction  with  Arnold 
and  Allen  he  was  in  the  supreme  military 
command  on  this  frontier,  aud  was  en- 
trusted with  the  sole  charge  of  the  com- 
missary department,  iu  which  he  expended 
large  sums  of  his  own  money,  which  was 
ultimately  repaid  iu  a  currency  depreciated 
in  the  rates  of  40  to  1, 

He  continued  his  military  career  till  the 
termination  of  the  war,  having  served  in 
the  capacity  of  captain  in  Pennsylvania  in 
the  years  1781-2-3.     While  at  Lancaster,  in 
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that  state,  learning  that  the  British 
prisoners  at  that  post  were  daily  disappear- 
ing without  leaving  any  clue  to  their  means 
of  escape,  he  resolved  to  ascertain  through 
whose  assistance  they  evaded  the  vigilance 
of  the  Americans.  For  this  purpose  he 
disguised  himself  in  the  habits  of  a  British 
soldier,  and  associated  with  the  prisoners 
as  one  of  their  body  and  with  three  or  four, 
of  them  attempted  to  escape  to  New  York, 
then  occupied  by  the  British.  In  this  ex- 
pedition he  was  arrested  with  his  com- 
panions and  ordered  to  goal  in  Philadelphia, 
where  Gen.  Lincoln  released  and  restored 
him  to  his  command  with  the  highest  com- 
mendation for  his  adroitness  and  skillful 
management.  By  this  enterprise  he  dis 
covered  the  means  by  which  the  prisoners 
had  made  their  escape,  and  by  his  perse- 
vering exertions  those  traitors  to  their 
country  who  assisted  in  their  escape  were 
brought  to  complaint. 

As  a  soldier  he  was  prompt  and  efficient, 
remarkable  for  conduct  and  discipline  and 
devoted  to  his  country.  Notwithstanding 
his  great  losses  in  her  service,  he  does  not 
need,  neither  does  he  refuse  the  remunera- 
tion the  law  provides." 

Lee  Lodge  was  organized  in  November, 
1852,  and  worked  under  dispensation  until 
June  12,  1854,  when  it  was  chartered  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont.  Ur.  A.  G. 
VV.  Smith  was  the  first  master,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  active  members.  His  wife  was 
a  granddaughter  of  Col.Lee.and  through  his 
influence  the  Lodge  was  named  in  honor  of 
Col.  Lee,  who  was  a  devoted  Mason.  The 
portrait  was  painted  by  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
Smith. 

By  permission  of  Lee  Lodge  the  seal  is 
here  inserted. 


Seal  of  Lee  Lodge 


LINES   ON    NESHOBE   ISLAND 

H.  B.  Spafford  Esq.  of  North  Clarendon 
was  invited  to  write  a  poem  on  Neshobe 
Island  and  Lake  Bomoseen,  but  declined 
in  the  following  language: 
"I  never  have  sailed  on  the  waters  enchanted, 
And  never  have  trodden  its  strand  spirit- 
haunted.  ' 
I     know    not    what  goblins    have   dwelt  in  its 

caves, 
What    Naiads  have  sported    in  its    crystalline 

waves. 
What    dusky    browed    warriors   have    trod   its 

wild  shore, 
Or  dropped  in  its  waters  the  swift  driving  oar, 
What    winter  storm-fiends  have  made  it   their 

path 
And  smote  the  dark  waves  in  the  gloom  of  their 

wrath, 
What  summer  suns  painted   the  forests'    wild 

flowers, 
And  smiled  into  beauty  the  wilderness  bowers, 
What    fleet-footed  lovers  have  sought  the  fair 

glades 
To  win  the  bright  smiles    of    the   starry  eyed 

maids, 
What  tales  have  been  told  and  what  deeds  have 

been  done 
In  the  years  that  are  old  and   the  days  that  are 

gone. 
I  can  make  for  Neshobe  Isle  of  the  brave, 
Bright  gem  on  the  bosom  of   Bomoseen's  wave, 
No  song  for  the  lips  of  beauty's  fair  daughters 
To  sound  like  sweet  music  over  the  waters." 
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ANNUAL  MEETING  HELD  AT  THE  BARDWELL  HOUSE  IN  RUT- 
LAND,   DECEMBER   6,   1SS1. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  Rutland  County 
Historical  Society,  was  held  at  the  Bardwe" 
house,  in  Rutland,  on  Thursday  afternoon, 
December  G,  1883,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
arrangements  for  holding  several  meetings 
in  the  different  towns  in  the  county,  and  for 
transacting  other  important  business. 

Hon.  Bamss  Frisbie  presented  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  society  hold  a  series 
of  meetiugs  in  different  towns  in  the  county 
during  the  ensuing  year,  whenever  such 
meetiugs  shall  be  desired  by  the  citizens  of 
those  towns. 

And  it  was  further 

Resolved,  That  the  executive  committee 
be  directed  to  open  a  correspondence  with 
parties  in  the  different  towns  with  a  view  to 
that  end,  and  whenever  they  shall  become 
satisfied  that  it  will  be  practicable  to  hold  a 
meeting  in  any  town,  they  shall  make  the 
necessary  arrangements,  and  call  the  meet- 
ing by  publishing  the  program  of  exercises 
in  the  county  papers. 

NESHOBE    ISLAND    SEAL    AND   MEDAL. 

The  subject  of  commemorating  the  nam- 


ing of  Neshobe  island  on  July  4,  1881,  was 
brought  up,  when  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  society  adopt  a  Coat- 
of-Arms  for  Neshobe  island; 

Resolved,  That  a  medal  be  struck  com- 
memorating the  naming  of  Neshobe  island, 
and  the  celebration  held  on  Mason's  point, 
July  4,  1881;  and  that  a  committee  of  three 
be  appointed  to  decide  upon  the  designs  for 
the  same. 

Henry  Clark  and  L.  W.  Rediugtou  of  Rut- 
land, and  A.  N.  Adams  of  Fairhaven  weie 
appointed  such  committee. 

LOCATING    CABINET    AND    LIBRARY. 

The  question  about  locating  in  some  town 
in  which  to  establish  permanently  the  li- 
brary and  cabinet  of  the  society  was  dis- 
cussed, but  no  definite  conclusion  was 
arrived  at,  It  was  remarked  that  several 
towns  would  furnish  a  place  free  of  charge 
to  the  society,  for  the  benefits  the  society 
would  be  to  such  town  by  holding  meetings 
therein. 
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SPECIAL  MEETING  HELD  IN  WALLINGFORD    ON    SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER  2>T  1SS3. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  socjety  was  held 
in  the  chapel  of  the  Congregational  church 
in  Wallingford  on  Saturday,  December  22, 
1883.  The  president,  Hun.  Uarnes  Frisbie 
presided. 

The  opening  address  was  delivered  by 
Charles  H.  Congdou,  Esq  ,  of  Wallingford. 
He  reviewed  the  early  history  of  the   south- 


ern portion  of  Rutland  count}-,  and  brought 
to  li'-jht  many  important  facts  hitherto  un- 
meutioned.  It  was  thought  best  to  follow 
up  this  line  of  local  history,  and  a  commit- 
tee composed  of  Charles  H.  Cougdon,  W.  F. 
Crary  aud'W.  H.  Shaw  were  appointed  to 
collect  all  the  unreported  facts  in  the  early 
history  of  Wallingford  and  vicinity  and   re- 
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port  the  same  at  a    future    meeting    of    the 
society. 

Joseph  E.  White  read  a  paper  on  the  early 
history  of  Walliugford,  relating  many  in- 
teresting incidents. 

ADDRESS  OF   HON.    BARNES   FRISBIK. 

Hon.  Barnes  Frisbie  addressed  the  meet- 
ing as  follows:  — 

Ladles  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Rutland  County  Historical  Society 
was  organized  at  Castleton  June  11,  1880. 
It  has  had  a  good  number  of  meetings  since 
its  organization;  some  were  well  attended, 
others  were  not.  .  Under  its  auspices  the 
centennial  of  the  organization  of  Rutland 
county  was  held  at  Rutland  in  March, 
1881.  It  has  done  some  good  work.  The 
tirst  volume  of  its  collections  has  been  pub- 
lished, and  in  my  judgement  is  a  valuable 
contribution  to  the  historic  literature  of  the 
state;  the  second  volume  is  well  under  way 
and  we  hope  and  expect  will  soon  be  forth- 
coming. A  quantity  of  relics  and  ancient 
documents  have  been  collected  and  are  in 
the  office  of  the  secretary. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  comparatively 
a  small  portion  of  the  people  have  as  yet  in- 
terested themselves  in  tha  work  of  our 
society.  A  large  majority  of  the  people  seem 
indifferent  to  history  especially  to  local  his- 
tory. With  a  view  of  awakening  more 
interest  in  historical  research  I  have  at 
some  of  our  meetings  endeavored  to  show  its 
importance.  What  I  have  to  say  on  this  oc  • 
casion  will  in  the  main,  be  directed  to  that 
end. 

I  have  several  times  in  the  last  year  seen 
in  the  newspapers  such  terms  as  "antedilu- 
vians," "old  fogies,"  "felic  hunters,"  applied 
in  the  way  of  derision,  to  historians  and  his- 
torical societies.  The  writers  who  used 
these  terms  were,  I  believe,  in  every  in 
stance,  correspondents,  and  they  did  tbut 
expose  their  own  ignorance  in  their  flings  at 
tuose  engaged  in  a  laudable  and  very  useful 
u'urk.  The  work  may  be  ostensibly  the  col- 
i'vtiuu  of  facts.  Historical  facts  are  of 
themselves  of  little  importance  We  have 
nil  read  the  history  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution, but   for    the    lessons    it    gives,  the 


history  of  that  remarkable  struggle  would 
not  be  worth  the  piper  ou  which  it  is  print- 
ed. With  those  lessons,  that  history  be" 
comes  very  important,  very  instructive  and 
settles  questions  which  the  wisdom  of  ages 
had  failed  to  find  a  practical  solution.  Says 
a  writer  of  general  history,  "that  revolution 
from  its  incipient  movements  to  its  close 
was  the  most  remarkable  that  ever  occurred 
in  human  history.  The  principles  of  per- 
sonal freedom  had  its  faith  in  the  teachings 
of  Christ,  and  from  that  time  on  through  all 
the  changes  of  religious  and  political  life 
man  struggles  to  mane  this  principle  practi- 
cal." 

The  "incipient  movements"  to  which  our 
author  refers,  may  be  distinctly  traced  to 
the  landiug  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  at 
Plymouth,  Dec.  22,  1G20.  a  century  and  a 
half  before  the  outbreak  of  the    Revolution. 

I  am  aware  that  a  local  organization  has 
possession  of  this  field  which  they  propose 
to  occupy  this  evening,  and  what  I  have  to 
say  of  the  Pilgrims  will  be  little  more  than 
an  allusion  for  illustration  of  the  points  1 
m  ike.  The  philosopher  when  he  reads  his- 
tory will  look  after  causes  and  effects,  and 
without  this  exercise  of  thought  the  reading 
or  study  of  history  can  be  of  little  or  no 
benefit.  The  Puritans  came  to  our  shores 
with  an  idea,  an  idea  conceived  in  Europe, 
and  might  have  taken  its  origin  from  Martin 
Luther's  labors  in  the  Reformation.  But  it 
was  in  advance  of  the  prevailing  ideas  then 
entertained  in  the  world.  It  was  an  idea  of 
liberty  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  their  own  consciences,  an  idea  of 
equality,  an  idea  which  found  expression  a 
century  and  a  half  afterwards  in  the  Declar- 
ation of  Independence  and  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States. 

Some  writer  has  said  "that  the  pioneers  in 
the  settlement  of  this  country  were  not 
lords  or  nobles  or  men  of  wealth;  they  were 
poor  yet  they  had  a  power  which  was  cumu- 
lative." This  word  cumulative  may  not  ac- 
curately express  what  I  wish  to  convey,  but 
I  apprehend  you  will  get  my  meaning.  It 
was  a  power  which  could  add  to  itself,  a 
power  capable  of  progress,  and  why,  because 
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it  relied,  not  upon  birth,  rank,  riches  or 
elevatiou  of  place,  but  upou  priuciple,  upou 
right,  upou  revealed  and  natural  laws  of 
the  Creator;  and  here  lies  the  secret  of  the 
success  of  our  forefathers,  the  secret  to  the 
growth  of  Republican  principles  on  this 
continent,  which  culminated  in  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  and  resulted  iu  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Republican  government,  and 
in  its  effects'  to  the  unparalleled  success  and 
progress  of  the  people  of  these  United  States 
during  the  last  century.  Such  are  among 
the  teachings  of  the  history  of  the  United 
States,  when  read  by  one  who  can  make  the 
logical  deductions. 

Our  Vermont  history  and  our  own  local 
history  (the  history  of  our  towns)  will  give 
us  more  instruction,  bearing  upou  our  gen- 
eral history  than  perhaps  we  are  aware.  Of 
the  history  of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  and 
their  marvellous  exploits  prior  to  the  Revo- 
lution in  the  New  York  controversy,  and 
during  the  Revolution  in  the  taking  of  Ti- 
eonderoga,  on  the  battle  fields  of  Hubbard- 
ton,  Bennington  and  Saratoga,  every 
school  boy  is  familiar.  A  great  deal  of 
poetry  has  been  written  about  "the  green 
hills  of  Vermont,"  and  the  achievements  of 
the  Green  Mountain  Boys  led  by  Ethan 
Allen,  by  poets  and  orators,  has  been  treated 
by  them  in  a  way  to  lead  one  to  believe  that 
there  was  some  magic  about  it,  but  Thomp- 
son gives  it  in  plain  prose.  He  stays:  "The 
settlers  on  the  New  H  impshire  Grants  were 
a  brave,  hardy,  but  uncultivated  race  of 
men.  They  knew  little  of  the  etiquette  of 
refined  society,  and  were  destitute  of  the 
elegancies,  and  iu  most  cases  of  the  common 
conveniences  of  life.  They  were  sensible 
that  they  must  rely  upou  their  own  hands 
for  their  daily  subsistence,  and  for  the  ac- 
cumulation of  property.  They  possessed 
minds  naturally  strong  and  active,  and  the} 
were  aroused  to  the  exercise  of  their  highest 
energies  by  the  difficulties  whieh  they  were 
compelled  to  encounter.  The  controversies 
iu  which  they  were  engaged  involved  their 
dearest  rights.  Ou  their  issue  depended  not 
only  the  titles  t<>  their  possessions,  but  iu 
many  cases  their  personal  liberty  and  safety. 


Though  unskilled  in  the  rules  of  logic,  their 
reasoning  was  strong  aud  conclusive,  and 
they  possessed  the  courage  and  perse  verauce 
necessary  for  carrying  their  plans  and  decis- 
ions into  execution."  Here  we  have  some- 
thing that  is  reliable;  something  that  reason- 
ably accounts  for  the  remarkable  success  of 
the  Green  Mountain  Boys;  We  are  not  driven 
to  depend  upon  fiction  or  fancy,  but  sober 
realities  sustained  by  historic  facts  will  give 
the  true  reasons  which  enabled  the  Green 
Mountain  Boys  to  sustain  themselves  as  thej- 
did  They  were  emigrauts  to  the  New 
Hampsire  Grants  from  the  older  states,  in 
the  main  from  Connecticut  and  Massachu- 
setts, probably  not  one  of  them  was  boru  in 
Vermont  or  ou  the  soil  which  afterwards 
was  incorporated  into  the  state  of  Vermont, 
but  they  had  inherited  that  same  spirit  of 
liberty  which  appeared  ou  Plymouth  Rock 
in  1(5"20,  which  had  been  growing  iu  the 
colonies  from  that  time  and  had  now  found 
a  lodgement  in  the  New  Hampshire  Grant?. 

It  is  a  very  encouraging  feature  in  the  his- 
tory of  Vermont  that  its  people  early  turned 
their  attention  to  the  importance  of  educa- 
tion. Rough  aud  unpolished  as  Thompson 
says  they  were,  the  log  meeting  house  and 
the  log  school  house  went  up  almost  as  soon 
as  the  log  dwelling,  and  even  this  before  the 
organization  of  the  state  government  in  1777. 

This  shows  that  the  people  realised  the  im. 
portauce  of  general  education;  education 
which  should  be  brought  within  the  reach  of 
all  as  a  means  of  maintaining  such  a  govern- 
ment as  they  had  in  view.  The  legislature 
of  Vermont  passed  a  law  iu  October,  1782t 
which  provided  for  the  division  of  towns 
into  school  districts,  aud  for  the  appoiut. 
ment  of  trustees  in  each  towu  for  the  super- 
intendence of  schools;  also  for  a  prudential 
committee  in  each  district,  and  for  raising 
money  by  tax  for  building  and  repairing 
school  houses  aud  supporting  schools.  The 
legislature  quite  early  began  the  incorpora- 
tion of  academies  or  higher  schools.  The 
first  institution  of  this  kiud  incorporated  was 
"Clio  Hall,"  Nov.  3,  17S0,  located  at  Ben- 
nington. Rutland  county  Grammar  school, 
located  at  Castleton,  was  incorporated  as 
earlv  as  Oct.  15,  1787. 
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The  schools  in  the  early  history  of  Ver- 
mont might  have  been  of  a  rude  character 
when  compared  with  the  schools  of  this  day 
und  generation,  they  probably  were,  but  they 
were  schools  nevertheless;  and  it  is  a  fact 
which  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the 
people  of  this  stale  from  the  organization  of 
(he  state  government,  made  provision  for 
their  schools,  and  made  such  provision  that 
those  schools  were,  within  the  reach  of  all; 
and  we  apprehend  this  was  so  iu  the  other 
ntates,  or  at  least  so  far  as  civilization  had 
extended  at  that  time  iu  this  country,  and 
this  too  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  se^ 
crets  of  our  success  as  a  nation.  The  people 
not  only  loved  liberty,  but  they  provided  the 
ways  and  means  of  maintaining  it  and  began 
with  the  church  and  the  school  house  almost 
from  the  very  outset  of  the  settlements. 

It  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to  give 
something  of  my  recollections  of  the  first 
^school  which  I  attended;  it  was  sixty  years 
ago.  I  had  arrived  at  school  age,  was  bash- 
ful and  not  inclined  to  go,  but  my  fr.ther 
told  me  I  must  and  led  me  hither.  I  entered 
a  school  house  for  the  first  time  iu  my  life- 
was  seated  on  a  low  bench  in  front  of  a  huge, 
fire-place  on  one  end  of  the  school  room 
constructed  iu  a  rude  manner  of  the  best 
stones  that  could  be  found  iu  the  fields,  and 
was  the  only  means  of  warming  the  house  in 
winter.  This  was  in  the  month  of  May, 
the  teacher  had  broken  off  limbs  from  the 
trees  with  their  newly  grown  leaves  and  col- 
lected a  few  flowers  and  arranged  them  in 
the  fire  place,  which  was  the  first  thing  that 
■,'iiiued  mv  attention  alter  recovering  from 
the  effect  of  my  bashfulness.  The  school 
house  was  a  small  building,  and  had,  as  I 
was  informed,  been  improvised  some  15  or 
20  years  before  from  a  small  barn,  I  think 
the  fitting  up  aud  all  costing  $100.  It  was.  I 
apprehend,  about  on  an  avenge  with  other 
school  houses  of  the  time  iu  iny  native  towu, 
Middlt-towu,  and  probably  would  average 
with  those  of  other  small  towns  at  that  time. 
Snrha  thing  as  a  blackboard  or  map  had 
not  then  been  heard  of,  at  least  not  iu  my 
'school.  Teachers  for  the  summer  terms 
were  paid  from  50  cents  to  a  dollar  a  week, 


seldom  a  dollar  and  for  the  winter  terms  six 
to  eight  dollars  a  month  and '  'boarded  round. " 
The  teachers  were  required  to  be  competent 
to  instruct  in  reading,  writing  aud  arithme- 
tic, and  the  teacher  for  the  winter  terms 
must  be  physically  competent  to  keep  "the 
big  boys"  under  subjection.  I  call  up  the 
condition  of  the  school  houses  aud  the 
schools  of  my  time  for  the  purpose  of  bring 
ing  out  another  fact,  which  to  me  seems 
very  important  in  the  line  of  thought  which 
I  am  pursuiug  or  eudeavoring  to  pursue  in 
my  discourse.  The  schools  of  sixty  years 
ago  are  often  made  a  matter  of  criticism  and 
ridicule,  but  they  were  schools  nevertheless 
and  this  fact  that  I  would  now  bring  out  is 
simply  this:  That  the  people  then  were  as 
faithful  and  persistent  iu  sustaining  their 
schools,  such  as  they  were,  as  they  are  to-' 
day.  If  there  is  any  difference  in  this  re- 
spect I  should  give  the  difference  in  favor 
of  our  fathers  and  g-audfathers  in  their  ar- 
dor to  sustain  the  common  school,  in  any 
eveut,  that  all  without  distinction  might  en- 
joy its  advantages.  And  this,  as  a  principle, 
was  adopted  before  Vermont  was  settled;  the 
first  settlers  brought  it  with  them;  it  became 
as  it  were  a  part  of  them,  and  they  would  no 
more  have  done  without  the  school  than 
they  would  bread  or  shelter  for  their  fami- 
lies, A  close  reader  of  general  or  local  his- 
tory will  see  this  clearly,  though  he  will  fail 
to  find  until  well  aloug  iu  the  last  half  cen- 
tury the  graded  school  with  its  scientific 
appliances  and  appointments,  the  magnifi- 
cent school  house  erected  at  an  outlay  suffi- 
cient to  have  bought  all  of  the  school  houses 
in  several  towns  sixty  or  seventy  years  ago: 
but  he  will  find  in  the  history  of  the  first 
half  century  that  same  cumulative  power, 
as  we  have  termed  it,  which  ran  in  the 
groove  that  the  Creator  made  for  it  and  has, 
under  Providence,  effected  the  results  which 
will  appear  irom  the  civilization  of  today. 
I  have  recently  read  a  work  eutitled  "The 
Great  Industries  of  the  United  States."  It 
contains  a  history  of  those  industries  begin- 
ning with  the  importation  of  a  few  cattle  to 
the  Plymouth  Colony  in  1625  and  following 
along  down  to  the  time   of    publication    in 
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1872,  giving  the  origin  of  the  invention  of 
steam  as  a  motive  power,  the  steamboat, 
railroad,  telegraph,  mnchinery  of  all  sorts, 
the  mower  and  reaper,  the  sewing  machine; 
in  short  the  origin  of  all  the  leading  inven- 
tions and  improvements  which  have 
wrought  sucb,  a  change  in  the  industries  of 
our  country,  and  produced  the  National  life 
and  activity  that  we  now  see  spread  before 
us.  I  read  tJtiat  work,  perhaps  for  one  pur- 
pose which  some  others  would  not,  viz:  its 
philosophy.  From  its  opening  chapter  I 
quote  the  following  sentence:  "It  is  quite 
within  modern  times  that  by  observation 
and  experience,  the  knowledge  has  been  ac- 
quired for  a  comprehensive  and  philosophi- 
cal conception  of  the  importance  of  industry 
as  a  necessary  condition  in  the  evolution  of 
human  society."  This  "Knowledge"  "ac- 
quired by  observation  and  experience,"  was 
no  less  than  historical  Knowledge,  or  more 
strictly,  perhaps,  principles;  truths  drawn 
from  historical  facts,  or  we  might  say  the  ef- 
fects from  a  cause.  "In  the  study  of  indus- 
try," says  the  same  writer,  "and  of  its  effects 
upon  the  growth  of  civilization,  and  also  of 
the  effects  upon  industry,  by  means  of  po- 
litical equality  and  education,  the  United 
States  offer  a  most  important  aud  suggestive 
field."  I  cannot  elaborate  upon  this  point, 
but  I  trust  those  who  hear  me  will  get  the 
force  of  it  with  the  few  words  in  which  I 
have  given  it. 

But  it  may  be  said  here  that  I  am  giving 
more  attention  to  general  than  local  history, 
and  that  the  worK  of  our  Society  should  be 
devoted  to  the  latter.  And  to  this  I  would 
say  that  historical  narrative  was  not  the  de- 
sign of  my  paper;  my  purpose  was  to  show 
that  the  reading  or  study  of  history  whether 
general  or  local  should  be  for  its  teachings. 
But  suppose  I  endeavor  to  illustrate  this 
purpose  or  thought  of  mine  by  what  you  will 
concede  as  local.  Over  fifty  years  ag'O,  not 
quite  sixty,  my  father,  who  was  a  fanner, 
told  me  I  was  old  enough  to  begin  to  spread 
hay.  I  followed  him  aud  the  hired  man  in- 
to the  hay  field,  my  father  had  given  me  his 
favorite  fork,  aud  with  that  I  commenced 
my  worK  of  spreading  hay  after  the  mowers. 


That  fork  I  used  until  I  began  to  swing  the 
scythe  myself.  The  fork,  (I  wish  I  had  it 
here  to-day  to  exhibit  as  a  relic,)  was  a  clum- 
sy thiDg,  though  we  did  not  knoA'  it  then; 
it  was  as  good  as  any  fork  then  in  use.  The 
tines  were  heavy,  stubbed  and  short,  more 
iron  than  steel  in  them,  and  required  almost 
the  strength  of  a  full  grown  man  to  enter  the 
hay  with  it  in  pitching.  It  was  coarsely 
fitted  into  a  handle  that  never  saw  a  turn- 
ing lathe,  but  hewed  out  or  shaved  out  when 
wood  was  plenty.  Suppose  we  had  that  fork 
here  to-day  and  should  exhibit  by  the  side  of 
it  one  of  B.itcheller's  forks  now  manufac- 
tured in  your  town,  we  should  all  say  with 
amusement,  what  a  contrast.  Some  of  us 
might  exclaim  what  fools  the  people  were 
fifty  or  sixty  years  ago.  But  he  who  would 
be  benefited  by  such  an  exhibit  must  be 
something  more  than  amused.  He  could 
probably  learn  on  inquiry,  that  in  the  same 
time  the  blacksmith  was  hammering  out  the 
old  fork  that  I  spread  hay  with,  the  Bateh- 
ellers,  with  their  machinery  adapted  to  the 
purpose,  would  manufact  ure  a  score,  and  for 
aught  I  know,  a  wagon  load  of  their  fine  im 
plements;  and  then  if  his  thoughts  were 
turned  in  the  direction  they  ought  by  this 
exhibit,  he  would  realise  that  this  change 
was  not  a  mere  chance.  No,  neither  of  the 
Messrs.  Batchellers  woke  from  a  dream  and 
jumped  at  once  from  the  old  clumsy  fork  to 
the  one  they  now  make,  or  to  the  machinery 
they  use  for  the  manufacture.  A  process  of 
development,  if  I  may  to  call  it,  brought 
about  this  change,  this  invention  aud  great 
improvement.  It  went  on  step  by  step,  re- 
quiring in  its  progress  severe  mental  effort. 
The  thousand  and  one,  or  ten  thousand  and 
one  improvements  of  the  present  age  were 
effected  by  the  sa'ne  process,  aud  what  I 
have  said  upon  this  apply  to  all,  if  it  will  so 
apply. 

History,  whether  studied  in  the  schools 
or  out  of  the  schools,  whether  read  in  the 
schools  or  out  of  the  schools,  is  a  matter  of 
education.  One  of  the  best  works  I  have 
ever  seen  on  the  subject  of  education  was 
published  as  long  ago  as  1842,  entitled  "The 
School  and  the  Schoolmaster."     It  contains 
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a  section  on  history,  the  best  method  of 
teaching  it,  etc.  It  begins  with  this  sen- 
tence: "History  cannot  be  fully  taught  in 
schools;"  and  from  the  same  section  I  have 
copied  this:  "History,  for  the  use  of  the 
young,  is  still  to  be  written.  As  it  now 
stauds  it  is  occupied  in  an  absurdly  uudue 
proportion  with  wars  and  the  ambition  of 
the  falsely  called  great,"  [now  bear  this  in 
mind.]  "What  relates  to  the  advancement 
of  society,  what  shows  the  progress  of  the 
sciences  and  the  useful  and  fine  arts,  and  the 
records  of  the  various  stages  in  the  personal 
liberty,  rights  and  enjoyments  of  individual 
man,  must  be  laboriously  gleaned  from  dis- 
tant sources."  Yes  it  must;  the  test  books 
in  our  schools,  or  all  that  I  have  ever  seen, 
are  little  more  than  a  narrative  of  facts,  with 
questions,  the  answers  to  which  only  require 
the  committing  to  memory  of  facts  by  the 
pupil.  If  facts  only  are  or  can  be  learned  in 
the  schools,  it  seems  to  me  the  more  im- 
portant that  historical  societies  and  associa- 
tions should  be  tormed  for  the  education  of 
the  people  upon  the  real  utility  and  value  of 
history,  viz:     its  teachings  in  the  abstract. 

REMARKS. 

Brief  remarks  on  the  work  and  objects  of 
the  society  were  made  by  Charles  H  Cong- 
don,  Barnes  Frisbie,  L.  \V.  Redmgton, 
Henry  Clark  and  John  M.  Currier. 

ELECTION   OF    SEW    MEMBERS. 

The  following  new  members  were  elected : 
Charles  Henry  Cougdon,  Rev.  S.  Henry 
Archibald,  Hon.  Harvey  Button,  William  H. 
Shaw,  W.  F.  Crary,  Rev  S.  F.  French,  J. 
W.  Ainsworth,  Joseph  Randall,  A.  P.  Staf- 
ford and  Joseph  E.   White,  of  Wallingford. 

BOOKS   EXHIBITED. 

Charles  H.  Congdon  exhibited  a  reading 
book  which  had  been  kept  in  the  families  of 
his  ancestors  over  two  hundred  years;  also 
nn  Euglish  law  book  printed  in  1722  be- 
longing to  Hon.  Harvey  Button. 

John  M.  Currier  exhibited  an  old  pam- 
phlet, of  eight  pages,  having  the  following 
title:  THE  Copy  of  a  Letter  Written  by  our 
Blessed  Lord  and  Saviour  JESUS  CHRIST; 
And  found  Eighty-four  Miles,  from    ICOS- 


IUM,  Sixty-five  Years  after  our  SAVIOUR'S 
Death.  Together  with  King  Agbarus's  Let- 
ter to  our  Saviour,  Our  Saviour's  Answer; 
and,  Lenhdus's  Epistle  to  the  Senate  of 
Rome,  concerning  our  Saviour,  To  which  is 
added  An  HYMN  of  PRAISE  To  the  Name 
of  JESUS,  the  Saviour  of  MANKIND. 
By  the  late  celebrated  Mrs.  ROWE. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Printed  by  Andrew 
Steuart,  at  the  Bible  in  Heart,  in  Second 
street.     1761. 

OLD   DOCUMENTS. 

The  three  following  documents  were  se- 
lected from  a  collection  of  old  papers  exhibit- 
ed by  Charles  H.  Congdon.  The  first  (1)  is 
an  original  enlistment  paper  of  some  of  the 
members  of  Capt.  Micah  Vail's  compauy  of 
"Green  Mountain  Boys"  under  Col.  Seth 
Warner,  in  the  town  of  Danby.  The  second 
(2)  is  Jothem  Bemus'  account  against  Capt. 
Micah  Vail,  for  liquors  at  Crown  Point,  N. 
Y.,  from  Sept.  8  to  27.  1775.  The  third  (3) 
is  Seth  Cook's  account  against  Capt.  Vail, 
which  is  made  oath  to,  and  presented  against 
his  estate: 

(1)  .        

In  Consequence  of  and  agreeabel  to  Or- 
dors  Lately  Isued  by  the  Honorabel  Con- 
gress the  Fathers  of  the  peopel  we  whose 
names  aer  hearunto  affixed  Do  for  the  Saftey 
of  our  Selves  and  the  Prservation  of  the 
Liberteys  of  our  Country  iulist  into  the  Ser- 
vis  of  the  united  provaucss  In  the  Regmeut 
of  greau  mountain  boys,  or  Indepni  Ran- 
gers to  be  Coruauded  by  Coal  Seth  Wornor 
and  major  Saiul  Safford  in  the  Companey  of 
Capt  Mickah  Veal  aud  Lt  Ira  alien  hear  by 
promasin  to  obay  the  Commands  of  the  offi- 
cors  ac  rding  to  the  Discipline  of  war  untill 
the  Last  Day  of  Decembor  next  in  Consider- 
ation of  which  wee  aer  to  Receve  our  bountey 
and  wagas  Equal  to  auey  of  the  troops  now 
Rasing  as  by  the  Congris  established  in 
wituis  wliaer  of  we  Set  our  hands  and  affixed 
our  names. 

Josiah  Bukton 

COTLASS  DKEN" 

Matthew  Ka.ndall 
William  Sweet 

his 
Capp        X 

mark 
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(2)  

Crown  point,  Sepr.  th.  8  1775. 
Capt  Michel  Vails  Owne  priivitt    accoinpts 
To  Jotheto  Beinus  Dr. 

S    d 
To  1  gl  R.   &  Bowl  punch 
Do.  Tody  5    9 

Sepr.  the  9  Bv  tuos.  Rowlev  11 

1  Grill  Rum&BvRrowlevl 

Do.  Brandy   "  13 

Do  Roley  To  1  nip  todv 
Bv  thomas  Rowley  1  Gill 

Brandv  &    j  11  |  18 

by  Do.  Koweley  1  Gill  Ruin    0    6 
Do  1  nip  tody  Gill  Sheap 

by  wilson  1    5 

bv  Richd  Lattau  1  nip  San- 
"gree  1    0 

Sepr.  10        Do   1    Bowel   Sangree    & 

Do.  grog  3    0 

Do  by  thomas  Rowelly    1 

Bowel  Sangree  2     0 

1  nip   punch    b}-    Richd 

Latten  0    9 

11         1  point  wine  &  1  qt  Rum      4    G 

1  Gill  Brandy  By  Rowley     0    9 

By  Self  1  qt  Rum  &  Bowel 

Sangree  4    6 

1  Do  Sangree  2    0 

Abigah  Basley  per  order      14  10 
To  3    Gallons    Rum    & 

Cagg  Lb  1    9  10 

By  Self,  1  point  Brandy 

&  3  Gills  Do  2    8 

13  1  lb  tea  &  1  point  Rum  9    3 

14  T  o  2  Bowls  punch  &  Bran- 

dy Sling  4    6 

1  quair  peaper  31  &  U  lb 
L.  Sugar  6    0 

15  1  nip  punch  &  Bowl    Do.     2    3 
16  &  18  1  qt.  Rum  &  nip  punch         3    3 

1  Do  Brandy  &  3    points 

Rum  7    0 

1  Bowel  ph.  1  Do.  &  1  qt 

Rum  5    6 

Sepr  20       3  points   Rum   &    2    Bis. 

punch  6    9 

22  &  23  2  qts  Rum  &  1  point  Brandy    7  10 


25  &  26  To  1  Do  &  3  half  Gills  Bit- 
ters 3  3 
5  qt  &  1  point  Rum  13  9 
27      1  Sling  1  4 

7    9    2 

(3)  

October  th  1771 
Micah  Vail  D 
to  one  pare  of  Shoes 
to  merdin  of  Shoes 
to  meining  of  Shoes 
to  one  pare  of  lack  dovse 
to  fifty  Seven  Bushel  of  Ashes 
to  mendin  Shoes 
to  eight  Bushel  of  Ashes 
to  tauing 

to  tauing  and  maken  Shoes 
to  maken  Shoes 
to  maken  Shoes 
to  maken  Shoes 
to  meniug  Shoes 
to  Shaven  A  Skin 
to  teen  pound  of  tobac 
By  Joseph  Eearls 
By  Clean  Earls 
maken  Shoes 

Rutland  County,  ss.  Danby,  V.  19  th    of 

August  A  D:  1784.  parsonaly  appeard  Seth 
Cook  &  made  Solom  oath  that  the  above 
acompt  againest  Micah  Vail  Deseased  -.vas 
Just  and  truely  Charged  &  sworn  before  me 
William  Bhumbley  Justice  peace 
John  M.  Currier  presented  several  designs 
for  the  coat  of  arms  of  Neshobe  island,  but 
the  committee  on  design  did  not  decide  upon 
any  particular  one.  It  was  thought  best  to 
have  the  deer  emblasoned  on  the  field  be- 
cause that  was  a  conspicuous  object  in  ths 
region  of  the  lake  in  the  early  history  of  this 
county. 
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.  S    DAT. 


In  the  evening  following  the  exercises,  the 
people  of  Wnlliugford  celebrated  Forefath- 
er's Day  with  appropriate  addresses  and 
other  exercises. 
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Coat-of-Arms  o<  Neshobe   Island. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Rutland  Countij  Historical  Society. 

ANNUAL  MEETING  HELD  AT   M.   J.    BIXBY'S   HOTEL  OX   THE 
SHORES  OF    LAKE  BOMOSEEN,  AUGUST  6,   1SS4. 


The  aniinal  meeting  of  the  Rutland  County 
Historical  Society  was  held  at  M.  J.  Bixby's 
hotel,  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Bomoseen,  on 
Wednesday,  August  6,  under  favorable  aus- 
pices aud  pleasant  skies. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  in  the  cot- 
tage at  11  o'clock  by  Hoi.  Barnes  Frisbie, 
for  the  transaction  of  routine  business.  The 
Secretary  presented,  and  the  society  adopted 

THE   REPORT    OF   THE    COMMITTEE   ON    THE 

COAT-OF-ARM3    AND   MEDAL    OF    NESHOBE 

ISLAND. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Rutland  County  His- 
torical Society  held  at  the  Bardwell  House 
in  Rutland  on  the  6th  day  of  December  1883, 
your  committee  were  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  adopting  a  design  for  a  Coat-of-Arms 
for  Neshobe  Island,  and  a  design  for  a  medal 
oommemoratiug  the  naming  of  the  Island. 
They  would  report  that  they  have  had  the 
matter  fully  under  consideration ;  that 
several  designs  for  a  Coat  of- Arms  have  been 
submitted  to  them;  but  the  one  that  seemed 
to  them  the  most  appropriate,  was  one  sub 
mitted  by  Dr.  John  M.  Carrier  of  Castle  ton, 
and  which  your  committee  have  unanimous- 
ly adopted.     It  is  described  as  follows: 

Dexter  chief,  ermine;  sinister  base,  argent. 
On  ermine'an  annulet  gules,  in  which  is 
Neshobe  Island  vert,  above  waves  azure.  On 
argent  is  a  deer  purpure,  at  gaze,  between  a 
flock  of  wild  geese  or,  and  a  brace  of  arrow- 
heads gules. 

On  a  bend  sinister  sable,  a  fish  or,  liataut 
between  a  pond-lily  bud  argeut,  and  the 
American  eagle  or,  perching. , 

Crest:  Indian  gules,  paddling  a  birchen 
canoe  or,  between  two  drakes  vert,  uatant, 
on  waves  azure. 

Motto:  "BUT  NESHOBE  DTETH 
NEVER." 


Your  fcouamittee  further  report  that  only 
one  design  for  a  medal  to  commemorate  the 
naming  of  Neshobe  Island  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  them.  That  one  was  also  by  Dr. 
Currier,  and  was  likewise  unanimously 
adopted.     It  is  described  as  follows: 

On  the  obverse  is  a  view  of  Neshobe  Is- 
land in  Lake  Bombazin;  on  the  southern 
shore  of  which  is  seen  an  Indian  represent- 
ing Neshobe  near  his  wigwam  and  camp-fire. 
The  whole  surrounded  by  the  words:  IS- 
LAND OF  NESHOBE,  1881. 

On  the  reverse  is  the  Coat-of-Arms  of 
Neshobe  Island,  surrounded  by  the  words: 
NAMED  BY  THE  RUTLAND  COUNTY 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY,  JULY  4,  1881. 

Henry  Clark,  \ 

L.  W.  Rkdikgtok,    >  Committee 

A.  N.  Adams,  )  on  design. 

REPORT  OF  THE   SECRETARY    ON   THE 
COAT-OF-ARMS   OF   NESHOBE   ISLAND. 

Soon  after  the  committee  of  the  society 
had  adopted  a  design  for  the  Coat-of-Arms 
of  Neshobe  Island,  I  had  it  engraved;  also 
had  two  electrotype  plates  made  for  the 
society's  use;  and  a  sufficient  number  of 
plates  on  heavy  paper  have  been  struck  off 
for  insertion  in  the  second  volume  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  society.  The  engraving 
was  done  by  Wm.  B.  Closson,  Esq.,  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass.  The  entire  cost  of  the  engraving 
aud  printing  will  not  be  far  from  §25  which 
I  have  paid  out  of  my  own  funds. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Hon.  Henry  Clark  presented,  aud  the 
society  adopted  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  Rut- 
land Corraty  Historical  Society  be  instructed 
to  superintend  the  arrangements  of  getting 
the  medal  struck  commemorating  the  nam- 
ing of  Neshobe  Island  on  July  4.  1881. 

Resolved,  That  the  medal   shall   be    made 


in  accordance  with  the   design   adopted    by 
the  committee.      And  further 

Resolved,  That  the  medal  be  struck  under 
the  following  regulations  :  The  size  of  the 
medal  shall  bo  that  of  the  United  States  sil- 
ver dollar  of  1884,  There  shall  be  only 
237,  and  uo  more,  in  bronze;  31,  and  no 
more,  in  white  metal;  not  more  than  27  in 
silver  of  the  Standard  alloy  of  the  United 
States  Dollar  of  18SA,  ami  ouly  such  a  less- 
er number  as  shall  be  subscribed  for  before 
the  medal  is  struck;  and  only  2  in  gold  of 
the  standard  alloy  of  the  United  States 
Eagle, and  must  be  subscribed  for  before  be 
ing  struck,  and  the  money  deposited  in 
Castleton  National  Bank  at  Castleton,  Vt  , 
and  only  to  be  drawn  out  -when  the  medal  is 
deposited  in  return  therefor.  That  the 
medal  be  finely  finished. 

MEDAL   TO    BE   STRUCK. 

Voted  to  instruct  the  secretary  to  have 
the  medals  struck  forthwith,  in  accordance 
with  the  foregoing  restrictions  and  regula- 
tions. 

MKMBEHS    ELECTED. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  ac- 
tive members  :  Charles  M.  Winslow  of 
Brandon;  Ferraud  Parker,  Castleton;  John 
Metcalf,  Fair  Haven;  F.  \V.  Whitlock, 
Poultuey;  and  Rev.  T.  L.  Drury,  Rutland. 

OFFICERS   ELECTED. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year:  Hon.  Barnes  Frisbie,  presi- 
dent; Dr.  James  San  ford,  1st.  vice-presi- 
dent; Hon.  Henry  Clark,  2nd,  vice-presi- 
dent; Dr  John  M.  Currier,  secretary;  and 
E.  H.  Phelps,  Esq.,   treasurer. 

FUNDS. 

Ou  motion  of  B.  \V.  Burt,  the  president 
was  directed  to  appoint  one  in  each  town  in 
the  county  to  solicit  funds  and  candidates 
for  membership,  to  aid  in  the  publications 
of  the  society. 

EXERCISES    IS     THE   GROVE. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  business 
meeting  the  audience  assembled  in  the 
beautiful  cedar  grove  adjoining  the  hotel  to 
listen  to  the  public  exercises.  Prayer  was 
offered  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Libbey.  The  presi- 
dent then  delivered  the 


OPENING    ADDRESS. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  meet  you  on  this 
occasion,  an  I  am  happy  to  welcome  all 
who  are  here  to  participate  with  us  at  this 
our  annual  gathering. 

In  the  invitation  sent  out  the  secretary 
gives  these  words  :  "It  is  intended  to 
make  the  day  one  of  festivity  and  recrea- 
ation."  We  may  do  this  and  make  the  oc- 
casion serve  a  useful  purpose.  We  may  do 
this,  and  make  an  advance  in  the  legitimate 
and  proper  work  of  our  society.  Those  of 
my  age  who  have  been  familiar  with  this  lo- 
cality for  forty  years  or  more  know  what  a 
change  has  come  about  over  the  surround- 
ings of  this  lake  in  that  time.  Forty  years 
ago  the  late  active,  energetic  and  enterpris- 
ing A.  W.  Hyde  had  begun  to  utilize  the 
waters  of  the  lake  at  the  outlet  in  running 
his  mills  and  machinery,  but  then  the  place 
had  not  been  thought  of  as  n.  summer  re- 
sort. Now  and  then  in  those  days  a  party 
-  would  come  here  with  a  seine,  scoop  net, 
spear  or  fishing  tackle  of  some  sort,  and  if 
they  had  the  "  fishermen's  luck,"  and  went 
home  with  a  good  string  of  suckers,  that 
satisfied  them— it  was  all  they  came  for. 
This  we  say  is  history— if  not  written  may 
be  well  authenticated  by  those  now  living 
who  were  familiar  with  the  locality  forty 
years  ago.  I  was  myself  here  several  times 
prior  to  forty  years  ago.  All  I  came  for 
was  fish; — that  nature  had  lavished  her 
beauties  here,  and  that  an  appreciative  view 
of  those  beauties  would  elevate  the  soul  and 
promote  health  of  body  and  mind,  did  not 
then  occur  to  me  and  seemingly  to  no  one 
else  then.  Now  we  look  about  the  lake  and 
find  a  half  dozen  or  more  boarding  houses, 
built  for  the  accommodation  of  boarders, 
summer  visitors  and  tourists;  groves  and 
places  fitted  up  for  picnics  and  parties  of 
pleasure;  a  small  steamer;  row  and  sail 
boats  for  excursions  ou  the  lake;  and  the  lo- 
cality—not a  Newport  or  Long  Branch,  but 
a  very  respectable  and  very  pleasant  sum- 
mer resort.  Bixby,  Cofley,  Walker,  J  ohn- 
son,  Barker,  Hyde  and  others,  established 
boarding  houses  here    because    the    public 


71 


demanded  them.  All  the  preparations  for 
boarding,  boating,  picnics  and  all  else  have 
been  simply  to  meet  the  public  demand. 
Why  was  this  public  demands.  It  was,  if  I 
may  so  call  it,  the  result  of  an  evolution  in 
society.  In  other  words,  these  boarding 
houses,  that  little  steamer,  and  all  these 
preparations  for  visitors,  picnic  and  pleas 
ure  parties  are  simply  indications— eviden- 
ces of  the  growth'of  the  love  of  the  beauti- 
ful and  picturesque  in  nature  among  the 
people  in  these  latter  years 

Why  may  we  not  then  as  we  look  upon 
this  beautiful  lake  and  its  surroundings,  the 
fine  scenery  presented  to  view  in  any  and 
every  direction  about  the  locality,  make 
the  day  one  of  pure  enjoyment  and  one  of 
profit  as  well  ?  Especially  when  we  realize 
the  advance  ot  the  people  of  this  country 
in  their  appreciation  of  the  beauties  of  na- 
ture and  art  ? 

POEM. 

A  poem  on  "Neshobe"  by  Miss  Helen  I. 
Sherman  of  Castleton,  was  read  by  E.  L. 
Barbour  of  Benson 

LETTER    FROM    WM.     L.    ST0XE. 

Jersey  City,  July  29,  1884. 
Mr.  John  M.  Currier,  Secy.  — My  Dear   Sir: 

I  have  received  your  cordial  invitation  to 
be  present  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Rutland  County  Historical  Society  on  the 
6th  of  next  month,  and  really  regret  that  I 
cannot  be  with  you  on  so  interesting  an  oc- 
casion. 

I  am,  as  you  are  perhaps  aware,  greatly 
interested  in  historical  studies,  particularly 
those  relating  to  our  Revolutionary  War, 
especially  Burgoyne's  Campaign.  In  the 
pursuit  of  those  studies,!  recently  obtained 
from  Germany  a  most  valuable  work — one 
so  rare  that  I  believe  no  other  copy,  save 
mine,  is  to  be  found  in  the  United  States. 
It  is  "Schlozer's  Briefwechsel"  -  the  fore, 
most  German  periodical  of  the  period  oj 
our  Revolution, and  published  at  Gottingen 
iu  the  Hanoverian  Dominions  oi  George 
III,  from  1775  to  1783.  It  contains  many 
articles  on  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  a 
very   large   number    of  letters    written    by 


German  officers.serving  under  Burgoyne,  to 
their  relatives  and  friends  at  home.  One 
journal  is  specially  interesting,  particularly 
to  the  people  of  Castleton  and  vicinity.  A 
letter  is  filled  with  descriptions  of  the  set- 
tlers at  Castleton,  (their  manners  &c.  &c.,) 
which  the  writer  gleaned  while  staying 
there  a  few  days  after  the  action  at  Hub- 
bardton.  Among  other  things,  he  speaks  of 
the  delicious  trout  he  ate  while  at  Castleton 
(very  likely  caught  in  the  clear  waters  of  the 
Lake,  on  the  shore  of  which  you  purpose 
having  your  picnic,)  and  describes  various 
other  points  of  interest.  "Who  would,"  he 
says,  "  eat  the  most  delicious  of  all  trout" 
(and  the  writer  came  trom  the  Hartz  Moun- 
tains, where,  as  I  also  can  testify,  are  splen- 
did trout)  "must  come  to  Castleton."  It  had 
at  this  time  GO  settlers,  "also,  though  their 
log-houses  had  no  glass,  had  very  many 
handsome  daughters  !  "  "  Their  gardens," 
he  says  also,  "are  better,  and  cultivated 
with  more  common  sense  than  those  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Canada."  He  also,  "amused 
himself  with  killing  several  rattle-snakes  in 
the  woods  near  by."  There  follows  a  long 
disquisition  on  the  ingenious  manner  in 
which  the  women  and  men  of  your  town 
kill  these  snakes.  Finding  that  the  in- 
habitants esteemed  its  flesh  a  delicate  mor- 
sel, Burgoyne's  cook,  whom  he  had  lent  to 
Eraser  served  a  snake  or  two  up  for  his  ex- 
cellency's palate— and  "it  was  a  delicate  piece 
of  flesh,  especially  when  made  into  soup." 

Again;  in  estimating  the  loyalty  of  the 
settlers,  he  says  :  "Poultney  is  wholly  com- 
posed of  Rebels;  Castleton  i.  Royalists,  and 
J   Rebels;  Clarendon  neutral." 

But  the  ladies  of  Castleton  seem  especial- 
ly to  have  struck  him;  for  eveu  the  savory 
soup  of  the  Rattle-Siakes  cannot  put  them 
out  of  this  gallant  officer's  mind,  so  he  re- 
turns again  to  the  subject  aud  closes  a  para 
graph  thus:  "Themaideusarewi.se,'  (i  e. 
sensible)  well  built,  industrious,  and  give 
promise  of  furnishing  wealthy  and  healthy 
descendenis."     What  a  true  prophet  he  was! 

Had  I  time,  I  would  trauslate  the  entire 
journal  (that  part,  at  least,  relating  to 
your  place     and    which     takes     up     many 
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pagesj  for  your  celebration;  but  as    I  have 
not.  I     trust  the  Rutland  County  Histori- 
oal^Society  will  accept  this  as     my  contri- 
bution to  the  entertainment. 
'     Believe  me, 

Faithfully  Yours. 

VVM.  L.  STONE. 


A     POEM 

was  read  by  the  Rev.    J.   A.    Libby   on    the 
Lake  Scenery. 

THE  ANNUAL  ADDRESS 

Was   delivered    by    the  Hon.    Henry  Clark 
of  -Rutland,  as  follows  : 

Ms.  .President    and     Members    of    the 

Rutland  County  Historical  Society. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  years  have  elapsed 
since  the  first  actual  settlement  in  Vermont 
was  made  at  Fort  Dummer  under  a  grant 
from  the  Provincial  government  of  Massa- 
chusetts. One  hundred  and  thirty-five  years 
ago  on  the  3d,  of  January,  Denning  Weut- 
worth,  Governor  of  the  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  affixed  the  seal  and  his  own 
signature  to  the  charter  of  a  township,  six 
miles  square,  situated  twenty  miles  E  ist  of 
the  Hudson  river,  which  in  allusion  to  his 
own  name,  was  called  Bennington. 

The  second  charter  for  a  grant  to  be 
called  Halifax  ,vas  issued  by  the  Governor 
and  Council  of  New  Hampshire  on  the  11th 
day  of  September  1750.  The  third  charter 
was  granted  for  Marlboro  in  1751, on  a  date 
of  the  month  that  has  become  memorable 
in  the  history  of  New  England,  as  well  as  in 
our  national  calender,  the  19th  of  April. 
On  the  29th  of  the  same  month  the  charter 
of  Wilmington  was  granted  making  only 
three  charters  that  were  granted  to  1752, 
when  two  more  were  granted;  West  Min- 
ster Nov.  9th  and  Rockingham  Dee.  28th. 
In  1753  seven  c halters  were  granted,  two 
i  nMarch,  oue  in  Juue,  one  in  September, 
three  in  December.  Ch-ster,  Guilford  and 
Thomliuson  (uow  Grafton,)  were  added  to 
the  list  in  1754. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  suspension  of 
grants  till  1700— only  oue  charter  having 
been  granted  for  seven  years  that  of  Pownal 


January  8,  ,1700.  In  1701  a  new  impetus 
seems  to  have  been  given  either  to 
settlements  or  speculations  in  lauds 
for  commeuciug  with  that  of  Hart- 
ford on  the  4th  of  July  1701  and  closing 
with  that  of  Walliugford  on  the  27th  ot 
November  1701,  sixty  charters  weregraut- 
ed -14  each  in  July  and  Aigust.  11  in 
September  ;md  14  in  October,  and  0  in  No- 
vember. Ten  charters  were  granted  in  1702, 
37  in  1703,  and  five  in  1704,  which  completes 
the  list  of  Benniug  Weutworth's  charters. 
So  I  might  continue  this  memoranda  of  fixed 
dates  to  the  present  time,  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  to  mind  the  golden  opportunity  that 
has  passed,  without  opportunity,  for 
gatheriug  facts  and  incidents,  having  a 
practical  bearing  upon  the  history  of  Ver- 
mont and  Rutland  County  and  hence  the 
topic  of  tt.-Jay  "  The  Historic  importance 
and  social  advantages  of  Centennial  Celebra- 
tions ?"  It  has  been  the  custom  in  all  ages 
and  among  all  nations  to  celebrate  certain 
days  of  the  year  as  the  bivth-days  of  kings 
and  nobles  or  of  some  peculiar  event  of  his- 
tory. More  especially  do  we  as  American 
citizens,  commemorate  national  events. 
Many  other  occasions  of  rare  local  interest 
are  properly  observed,  iu  like  manner. 
Should  we  as  a  historic  and  patriotic  peo- 
ple, consider  the  events  and  points  of  time 
in  our  local  history  which  will  bring  in  r>-_ 
view  transactions  of  a  century,  and  carry  us 
back  to  the  formation  of  our  local  com- 
munities, churches,  educational  and  social 
institutions,  who.se  history  constitute  a 
necessary  and  au  important  factor  iu  the 
history  ot  our  county  and  State.  Although 
a  certain  date  marks  the  LvnJary  of  a  com- 
munity,a  church  or  a  1  >■  • ,,]  astitutiou.how 
ever  small  it  may  be,  yet  it  has  a  record  to 
be  written  and  stereotyped  upon  the  great 
page  from  which  is  to  be  drawn  the  material 
for  the  finished  and  truthful  history  of 
our  honored  country  and  noble  state.  How 
full  of  interest  is  the  record,  bringing  vivid- 
ly before  us  the  story  of  our  fathers'  tri- 
als—the  planting  of  the  institutions  of  re- 
ligion, education  and  the  progress  of  the 
principles     they      sustained     with    manly 
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courage — the  school,  the  church,  the  burial 
place  and  the  varied  interests  that  euter  in 
to  the  formation  of  society  for  one  hundred 
years.  From  the  accumulations  of  local 
material  the  history  of  Rutland  County  can 
be  sketched  with  measurable  accuracy. 
The  record  should  be  made  in  detail,  the 
part  our  ancestors  bore  in  forming  in  their 
humble  sphere  those  grear  influences  that 
have  made  V.  roiQut  a  heroic  and  honorable 
history  constituting  no  inconspicuous 
portion. 

Rutland  Couutv!  How  large  the  theme  ! 
How  much  worthy  of  permanent  record  it 
embraces  in  the  social  condition  of  our 
mountain's  commonwealth,  from  the  earli 
est  spark  of  liberty  that  warmed  and 
cheered  the  fathers  -one  long  line  of  light 
can  be  traced  down  the  pathway  of  her  his- 
tory to  the  present  hour.  Their  bravery  in 
encoun'eriug  peril  -resolution  m  bearing 
every  .  difficulty—  perseverance  in  over- 
coming even  adversity,  in  the  stern  strug- 
gle for  the  maintenance  of  coloni.l  inde- 
pendence, remaining  steadfast,  saddened  at 
times,  but  never  desponding, — but  buck, 
ling  on  the  armor  with  alacrity,  taking 
courage  and  lookiug  to  God  for  assistance. 
In  our  history  may  be  found  the  growth  and 
inception  of  that  feeling  and  principle 
which  may  truly  be  called  revolutionary  in 
a  high  and  worthy  sense,  because  founded 
on  self  reliance,  self  respect,  knowledge  of 
individual  rights,  the  equality  of  all  men  be- 
fore their  God,  and  a  determined  spirit  of 
resistance  to  agression  limited  only  by  the 
power  to  sustain  it  or  that  could  endure  to 
wait  patiently,  biding  its  time.  We  gather 
from  the  history  of  our  country  and  state.in 
its  very  commencement  true  notions  of  the 
dignity  of  labor  The  stubborn  soil  yields 
to  diligent  and  1  >ng  continued  effort  !  forest 
after  forest  disappears,  the  solitary  pla-.es 
are  changed  into  smiling  towns  ;\nd  villages, 
the  abodes  of  quiet  and  peace;  the  re  .yards 
of  industry  appear  on  every  side,  aud  the 
unueuiciiU  of  lifesprcad  through  the  whole. 

The  history  of  Rutland  County  and  Ver 
mont  is  still  a  fresh  subject  and  is  yet  to  be 
written.     True  the  histories  of  Dr.  Samuel 


Williams,  Prof.  Zadock  Th^-.-.pson,  U.  H. 
Hall,  Hilaud  Hall,  E.  P.  Walton  aud  Miss 
Heminway's  valuable  gazetteer,  are  excel- 
lent and  faithful !  But  since  the  publication 
of  most  of  the«e  volumes  abundant  and 
valuable  materials  have  been  accumulating 
from  year  to  year.  The  archives  of  the 
commonwealth,  county  and  town  records, 
town  histories,  pamphlets,  newspapers,  let- 
ters, the  collections  of  our  own  and  other 
historical  societies  and  individuals,  printed 
and  in  manuscript,  abroad  and  at  home  af- 
ford a  mass  of  authentic  facts,  in  rich  pro- 
fusion all  ready  to  be  combined  and  mould- 
ed into  form  by  some  hand  competent  to 
finish  a  standard  history  from  the  first 
germs  through  every  subsequent  period 
to  its  full  and  final  maturity.  The  public 
and  the  citizens  of  the  future  have  an  inter- 
est in  preserving  from  oblivion  the  names 
aud  deeds  of  those  who  founded  our  civil 
social  and  religious  institutions. 

What  rich  treasures  should  we  now 
possess  had  our  towns  commenced  their 
centennials  at  the  first  recurrence  of  a  cen- 
tury at  Bennington,  January  3,  1849,  and 
each  one  had  been  observed  in  successive 
order  to  the  present  time  ?  What  wonderful 
progress  would  have  been  made  in  complete 
and  minute  history  !  How  many  important 
facts  could  have  been  rescued  from  oblivion 
that  have  now  passed  beyond  our  reach. 

Bennington,  Castleton,  Hubbardton  - 
themes  fruitful  in  all  that  goes  to  make  our 
history  honorable.  What  a  valuable  contri- 
bution could  have  b?en  gathered.  What 
light  might  not  the  oldest  citizens  of  Hali- 
fax have  spread  before  us  in  1S50  by  remin- 
iscences, manuscripts  and  letters  relating  to 
the  controversy  with  New  York,  to  whose 
policy  her  inhabitants  adhered  and  whose 
soil  was  the  theatre  of  the  meetings  and 
military  movements  of  the  Ten-kites  aud 
relate  how,  like  a  repentant  child,  having 
previously  opposed  constituted  authority, 
she  was  the  earliest  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  under  the  act  ot  17s3.  Tne  tra- 
ditions of  the  families  of  Charles  Phelps 
and  Col.  William  Williams  would  have  been 
rendered  more  perfect  and  reliable  had  they 
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been  gathered,' 'oy  the  citizens   of  Marlboro 
in  1851. 

We  might  continue  to  make  local  refer- 
ences of  a  like  character  until  the  catalogue 
was  completed  in  1764.  Sufficient  has  been 
adduced  to  show  completely  the  propriety 
and  duty  of  the  celebration  of  centennials 
from  an  historic  point  of  view.  These  gather- 
injjs  are  eminently  social  in  their  nature 
and  bring  together  all  classes  having  but 
one  interest,  one  topic  under  consideration. 
The  sons  and  daughters  visit  the  old  home- 
stead and  they  come  from  the  hillside  and 
the. valley,  from  down  east  and  from  the 
west,  from  every  section  where  the  spirit  of 
enterprise  and  adventure  has  carried  them. 
The  farmer  leaves  his  work  in  the  field,  the 
mechanic  his  workshop,  the  merchant  his 
counting  room,  the  lawyer  his  brief,  and 
the  minister  his  people  to  come  to  old 
and  cherished  associations  to  renew  around 
the  altar  and  fireside,  former  friendships 
and  strengthen  time  hallowed  affections.  It 
is  no  idle  ceremonious  observance.  It  is 
connected  with  a  wide  association  of  senti- 
ment, and  has  special  regard  to  ancestral 
feeliugs.  This  sentiment  has  its  place  in 
the  bosom  of  every  true  hearted  man,  how- 
ever humble  or  exalted.  The  voices  of  the 
past  lead  him  with  fond  memories,  as  the 
little  child  leads  the  loving  parent,  and  he 
comes  with  the  tribute  of  his  affections  to 
hang  a  votive  offering  in  the  temple  of  his 
early  love. 

The  publications  of  the  Rutland  County- 
Historical  Society  are  full  of  interest  and 
important  facts  that  should  be  brought  out 
of  the  obscurity  that  now  envelops  them.  A 
series  of  such  publications  would  be  of 
vast  aid  to  the  future  historian  who  may 
venture  upon  the  task  of  writing  a  complete 
history  of  this  commonwealth.  The  design 
of  centennials  will  be  but  half  fulfilled 
unless  ar.  offic-ial  publication,  'of  the  pro- 
ceedings be  carefully  done. 

The  attention  of  the  people  of  the  towns 
in  which  centennials  occur  I  trust  may  be 
awakened  to  their  importance  and  prompted 
to  evince  the  interest  they  should  take  in 
them. 


Rutland  county  is  yet  a  rich  field  for 
these  observances  and  for  historic  research- 
The  following  is  the  list  ot  towns  in  the 
county  whose  centennials  are  in  the  future: 

1884-Middletowu,  Oct.  28.  1792— West 
Haven,  Oct.  20.  Mt.  Holly,  Oct.  31.  179'.) 
Ira,  May  31     Fair  Haven,  Oct.  27. 

Among  the  other  events  that  should  be 
observed  a  few  will  be  enumerated  without 
reference  to  chronological  order  -Oongre 
gational  church  in  Benson,  in  1700.  Or 
gauiz  itiou  of  the  towu  of  Neshobe  now 
Braudou,  Oct.  7,  1784.  Organization  of 
Congregational  church  in  Brandon,  Sept. 
23,  1785;  also  of  Baptist  church  of  Bran- 
don in  the  same  year,  and  the  Methodist 
church  in  1798.  Rutland  County,  Gram- 
mer  School  and  Castleton  Seminary  in 
1787.  Congregational  church  in  Castleton 
a  month  hence.  Discovery  and  opening 
of  Clarendon  Springs  in  1793  .Methodist 
church  in  Danby,  1795.  Congregational 
church  in  Hubbardtou,  May  1795,  Baptist 
church  in  Middletowu,  Oct  il,  1784  Organ 
izatiou  of  Norwich,  now  Mt  labor.  \  arch 
17,  1788.  First  settlement  of  Pitt-field, 
1786.  Baptist  church  in  Pitttsford,  Dec.  2,  . 
1784.  Organization  of  towu  of  Sherburne, 
in  1794.  I  have  here,  in  a  hurried  manner, 
thrown  out  some  considerations  in  regard  to 
the  propriety  and  advantage  of  centennials. 

Until  within  a  few  years,  the  history  of 
our  State  has  been  the  last  obj  ct  which  en 
gaged  the  attention  of  the  Vermont  scholar. 
The  study  of  our  history  has  formed  no 
part  of  our  system  of  education,  either  at 
school  or  college,  and  th.-_  voluntary  perusal 
of  it  at  a  subsequent  period  of  life  has,  until 
recently  been  considered  the  business  of  the 
mere  antiquary  rather  than  that  of  well  in- 
formed citizens  The  neglect  of  so  import- 
ant a  subject  certainly  has  redownded  little 
to  our  credit  and  has  been  condemned  by 
many  as  a  sure  and  strong  indication  of  a 
want  of  patriotism  and  state  pride.  It  is 
only  within  a  quarter  of  a  century  that  we 
have  learned  to  trace  our  colonial  history 
and  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  the 
statesmen  and  soldiers  from  whom  we  deri- 
ved the  principle-;,  instituti  ms  and  customs 
which  rendered  our  independence  desirable 
and  -fate  honorable. 

Those  who  would  bscome  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  character  of  the  early- 
men  of  Vermont  mast  study  their  works; 
and  we  need  hardlv  state  the    fact    that    no 
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men  ever  left  behind  them  more  accurate 
and  impartial  accounts  of  their  own  con- 
duct. All  their  actions,  even  those  which 
are  now  most  condemned  and  regretted,  are 
narrated  with  equal  unreserve  and  minute- 
ness ;  and  however,  we  may  occasionally 
lament  their  prejudices  or  position,  every 
line  of  their  writings  bears  indispensable 
evidence  of  their  sincerity  an  J  frankness. 

Let  us  pause  but  for  a  moment  and  see. 
Surely  all  that  we  are  doing  at  the  present 
has  its  cause  and  explanation  in  the  past. 
Re  member  how  many  a  doubt  has  perplexed 
you,  which  a  few  lines  that  some  thoughtful 
person  might  have  once  so  easily  snatched 
from  the  fire  would  have  cleared  away  in  an 
instant.  Remember  how  many  an  hour  you 
have  passed  in  vain  efforts  to  gather  up  the 
broken  links  of  some  neglected  chain,  a  lit- 
tle fragment  of  which  has  been  suffered  to 
lie  unheeded,  until  it  was  lost  forever.  Re- 
member by  what  un-inscribed  grave  you 
have  stood  and  vainly  asked  the  sunken 
earth  whose  ashes  have  mouldered  here. 
Consider  how  much  there  is  that  from  its 
nature  must  perish— how  much  that  must 
remain  obscure — then  hesitate  if  you  can, to 
aid  the  Rutland  County  Historical  Society 
in  their  humble  and  earnest  efforts  to  per- 
petuate for  posterity  all  that  can  be  preserv- 
ed of  those  hallowed  records  which  unite  ug 
by  a  holy  bond  to  our  fathers. 

AFTER  DINNER  EXERCISES. 

At  three  o'clock  the  audience  re-assem- 
bled in  the  grove  to  listen  to  the  afternoon 
exercises,     Hon.    Henry    Clark    presiding. 

The  following  sentiments  were  offered 
and  responses  made: 

1.  From  soldier  to  lawyer,  from  lawyer 
to  farmer. 

Response  by  M.  H.  Cook  of  Castleton  , 
who  created  considerable  merriment. 

2.  The  first  steamboat  on  Lake  Bomoseen. 
Response  by  F.  W.    Whitlock   of    Poult- 

ney,  who  built  the  first  steamboat  on  the 
lake  between  1834  and  1837;.  he  run 
it  two  summers  for  pleasure  parties, 
then  sold  it  to  A.  W.  Hyde, 
who    run    it     only    one    season.     It    was 


thirty-five  feet  in  length,  twelve  feet  beam, 
with  side  wheels.  It  would  carry  seventy- 
five  persons.  People  were  afraid  to  ride  on 
it,  and  it  did  not  prove  to  be  a  profitable 
enterprise.  The  deck  was  made  of  black 
ash.  It  was  used  only  one  season  by  Mr. 
Hyde  as  a  pleasure  boat,  but  was  subse- 
quently remodeled  and  used  for  towiug 
acows  and  barges. 

3.  In  the  limpid  waters  of  Lake  Bomo- 
seen  swim  as  fine  fish  as  ever  were    caught. 

Response  was  made  by  B.  W.  Burt  of 
Castleton,  president  of  th-j  Lake  Bomoseen 
Fish  Protective  Association,  and  corres- 
pondent of  the  Rutland  Herald  and  Globe 
over  thirty-four  years.  Mr.'  Burt  said  he 
had  left  the  bench  for  the  presidential  chair 
and  that  this  was  the  first  time  in  sixty 
years  he  had  been  called  upon  to  respond 
to  a  toast.  He  made  several  sharp  points  in 
the  history  of  the  fish  association  and  sat 
down  amidst  the  applause  of  the  assembly. 

4.  Lake  Bomoseen  and  Neshobe  Island 
as  pleasure  resorts  for  the  faculty  and  stu- 
dents of  Castleton  Medical  College. 

This  was  happily  responded  to  by  Dr.  A. 
T.  Woodward  of  Brandon,  whose  nativity  is 
Castleton.  He  knew  every  ripple  on  the 
lake,  and  every  pebble  on  the  shore.  "When 
he  was  a  boy  and  visited  the  lake  to 
fish,  there  was  only  one  small  boat  house 
on  the  shore  with  only  two  or  three  illy  con- 
structed boats.  He  first  rode  to  the  lake 
between  his  father's  knees  in  his  sulky,  and 
fished  whilst  he  visited  patients  in  Hub- 
bardton.  Dr.  Woodward  spends  his  sum- 
mer vacations  at  Lake  Bomoseen  in  prefer- 
ence to  any  other  place  because  there  he 
can  find  rest,  and  enjoy  the  recollections  of 
his  boyhood  days.  He  remarked  the  growth 
of  the  lake  as  a  summer  resort  within  the 
past  few  years.  He  ventured  to  say  that 
within  five  years  there  would  be  a  large 
hotel  built  on  Mason's  I*oint  for  summer 
boarders. 

5.  Lake  Bomoseen  as  a  pleasure  resort 
for  the  legal  profession. 

Response  by  Geo.  M.  Fuller  of  Fair 
Haven.  He  said  there  was  no  place  of 
recreation  in  the  world  that  affurdod  him  so 
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much  pleasure  as  this  lake;  and  stated  that 
when  it  shall  become  known  it  will  be  one 
of  the  finest  summer  resorts  in  all  New 
England,  if  not  in  the  world. 

6.  The  story-teller  of  the  lake. 

This  was  responded  to  by  E.  L.  Barbour 
of  Benson,  with  a  humorous  poem  on  the 
sea  serpent,  which  created  great  merriment. 

CLOSING    REMARKS. 

The  exercises  closed  with  a  brief  address 
by  Mr.  Clark  of  "memories*  brought  out 
by  the  occasion,  in  which  allusion  was 
made  to  the  removal  of  the  remains  of  Col. 


Bird,  the  first  settler  of  Castleton,  to  the 
village  cemetery  ;  also  the  fuueral  of  Col. 
Noah  Lee  and  the  services  connected  with 
those  events;  and  congratulated  the  society 
upon  ths  pleasant  and  profitable  services  of 
the  day.  The  day  was  pleasant  and  all  the 
exercises  passed  off  with  pleasure  to  the 
participants  and  with  credit  to  the  society. 

EXCURSION. 

After  the  closing  exercises  there  was  an 
excursion  to  Neshobe  Island  and  other 
points  of  interest,  and  the  bosom  of  the 
lake  was  dotted  with  numerous  row-boats. 


COLLECTIONS  OF  THE  RUTLAND  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


"squaw's  nest." 

Mr.  Charles  W.  Potter  furnished  the 
society  with  an  account  of  the  "Squaw's 
Nest"  in  Pawlet.  Hon.  Barnes  Frisbie,  in 
sending1  the  item  under  date  of  Jan.  3,  1884, 
writes:  "Mr.  Potter  is  a  native  of  Pawlet 
and  commenced  business  there.  He  is  now 
a  druggist  in  Poultney,  and  is  an  intelli 
gent,  reliable  man."  Mr.  Potter's  account 
runs  as  follows  : 

"Some  forty  years  ago  the  writer  found, 
while  exploring  the  rocks  on  Haystack 
mountain  in  Pawlet,  a  cavity  in  the  face  of 
a  perpendicular  cliff  which  would  contain 
about  a  bushel.  A  stone  was  fitted  into 
the  mouth  of  the  hole,  which  was  about  ten 
inches  in  diameter,  shutting  ii  up  entirely 
except  three  inches  by  five  inches  at  the 
top,  making  it  nearly  water  proof.  The 
contents  of  this  cavity  consisted  of  the  fol- 
lowing articles:  A  quantity  of  deer's  bones, 
which  had  been  evidently  fashioned  into 
tools  for  the  purpose  of  weaving.  Two  or 
three  of  the  bones  were  sharpened  like 
stilettos,  others  were  cut  into  other  shapes, 
among  which  some  one-half  dozen  rib 
bones  were  nicely  smoothed  -and  rounded 
at  the  end,  with  a  hole  in  the  middle.  A 
number  of  muscle  shells  evidently  taken 
from  Lake  St.  Catherine  and  worn  quite 
smooth  by  use,  also  a  number  of  thin  pieces 
of  red  cedar  wood  about  the  size  and  shape 
of   table   knives   and    very   nearly  decayed. 


Among  other  articles  which  I  do  not  re- 
member about,  was  a  stone  about  four 
inches  long,  with  the  ends  two  and  one-half 
inches  and  one  inch  wide  respectively  by 
one-fourth  inch  thick,  nicely  and  symmetri- 
cally worked  out  with  the  small  end  rounded 
and  perforated  as  though  to  hang  by  the 
belt.  The  use  of  this  stone  I  could  not  con- 
jecture. These  articles  were  wrapped  in  a 
very  coarse  cloth,  which  I  think  must  have 
been  made  of  bark  woven.  This  package 
was  entirely  covered  by  a  mass  of  feathers 
and  bones  of  small  animals  with  other 
refuse.  A  pair  of  owls  had  evidently  made 
this  place  their  home. 

The  conclusion  of  the  n-iiter  is  that  this 

cavity  was  used  by  the  Indians  sometime  in 

the    past     as    a  place  of    deposit  f;r  their 

'  trinkets   or    such  articles  as  they  had  and 

used." 

CHURCH    DOCUMENTS. 

Dr.  Currier  exhibited  three  church  docu- 
ments from  the  old  family  chest  belonging 
to  Albert  N.  Late.  The  first  (1)  is  a  war- 
rant  for  collecting  the  taxes  for  the  Congre- 
gational church  of  Castleton;  the  second  (2) 
is  the  committee's  receipt  for  ,*302.2f>  col- 
lected in  four  days;  thn  third  (3)  is  the 
committee's  receipt  for  S8.C7  collected  sub- 
sequently. 

(1)  

State  of  Vermont      ) 
Rutland  County  ss.  j 

To  Daniel  Lake,  Collector  of  Congrega- 
tional Society  tax  in  Castleton  in  the  County 
afsd.     Greeting. 
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By  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Vermont, 
you  are  hereby  commanded  to  Levy  and 
collect  of  the  Several  Persons  named  in  the 
list,  or  rate  bill  herewith  committed  to  you, 
the  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money  annexed  to  the 
name  of  each  person  respectively;  and  pay 
the  Same  to  the  treasurer  of  the  sd.  Socie- 
ty, on  ox  before  the  firs  day  of  April  Next, 
and  if  any  person  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to 
pay  the  sum  or  Sums  in  which  hs  or  She  is 
assessed  on  sd  bill  or  list,  You  are  hereby 
commanded  to  distrain  the  good,  chattels  or 
estate  of  such  person  so  refusing  and  the 
same  dispose  of  according  to  law  for  the 
satisfying  the  sd.  sum  with  your  own  fees, 
and  for  want  thereof,  you  are  hr-rehy  com- 
manded  to  take  his  or  her  body  and  him  or 
her  commit  to  the  Keeper  of  the  Goal  in 
Rutland  within  sd  prison,  who  is  hereby 
commanded  to  receive  such  person  and 
him  or  her  safely  keep  untill  he  or  she  shall 
pay  sd.  sum  so  assessed  with  legal  cos  s 
together  with  your  fees,  or  be  otherwise 
discharged  or  released  according  to  law. 
Given  under  my  hand  at  Castleton  this  29  th 
day  of  Feby.  1808. 

John  Mason  "Justice  of  peace." 

(2)  

Reed.  Castleton  March  4th.  1808  of  Danl. 
Lake  Collector  of  Society  tax  three  hun- 
dred and  two  Dollars  and  twenty-six  cents 
&  "4  A  Alfds. 

Jon'n  Deming   \     Society 
Cyrus  Gates       |  Committee. 

(3)  

Reed  Nov  13th  1809  of  D  Lake  Collector 
Eight  Dollars  and  sixty  seven  cents. 

Mr.  J.  Deming        1     Society 
Eben  Laugdon  Jr.  j  Committee. 

REVOLUTION  A  KY    DOCUMENTS. 

The  five  following  documents  were  also 
exhibited  by  Dr.  Currier  : 

(1) 

Colo  Warner  Sur  please  to  to  pay  unto 
'ur  Israel  Hurlbut  three  pounds  and  five 
-uiihugs  and  you  will  oblige  Sur  yourse 

Castleton  June  ye  7—1777 

Jesse  Belknap. 


(On  the  back  is  written) 
Not  Excepted  By  me  Seth  Warner. 

(3) 

Bennington  augt  13th  1777 
Red.   Israel    Hurlbut    fourteen  Pouud  Tea 
Shillings    Lawful    money    for  my   Brother 
Ethan  Allen  on  account  of  a  Note  he   has 
against  hi  in 

Red.  pr  me  Heman  Alien 

Also  Reed  five  Pound 

three      i  hillings      in 

Boston    &    hamshier 

money  if  any  is  Couu- 

teirfit  to  be  Replased 

by  good  H  A 

(3) 

Castleton  Sepr.  24th  1781. 
Sir:  In  Pursuance  of  orders  from  Colo;  Lees 
Predicated  upon  those  of  his  Excellency's 
the  Ctpt.  Genii  you  are  hereby  Requested 
to  Cause  your  Comp.y  to  meet  at  some  Cou- 
veneant  Time  and  Place  as  you  shall  Ap 
point  whure  you  will  Meat  them  and  make 
out  A  Particular  Return  according  to  Copp.y 
Inclosed  which  Return  you  will  Sign  your 
self  and  send  to  Colo:  Lee  -without  Loss  Of 
Time  -you  will  allso  Order  Every  Hoi  se  fit 
for  Service  belonging  to  your  Comp.y  well 
shodd.  and  pay  the  Greatest  Attention  to 
the  Spirit  of  these  Orders  That  every 
Deficiency  in  your  Comp.y  be  made  up 
forthwith.  Since  we  are  Threathed  with 
Devastation  by  the  Most  Cruel  Hands.  &C. 
— I  am  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem  j*our 
Most  Obident 

Isaac  Clark  Lt.  Colo. 
Capt  Hurlburt. 

(4)  

Capt.  Israel  Hulbard 
Castleton 
Sir.  You  are  required  to  make  a  Regimental 
Return  of  your  Company  to  me,  as  soon 
as  possible  Including  all  Officers  and 
Soldiers  that  are  not  excluded  by  Law  from 
bearing  arms  or  being  Class. d  bv  order  of 

Col.  Lee 

E  Clark  Agt. 
Tinmouth  28th  Febr.  1782. 
Capt  Israel  Hulbard 
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(5)  

Sir  pleas  to  Deliver  the  bearer  the  holl  of 
the  Black  Smiths  Tools  that  you  have  in 
your  Custody  belonging  to  this  State  and 
youl  oblige. 

yours  to  Sarve 

Joseph  Farnsworth 
Commiss.y  Ge  le 
Capt  Hurlbert  at  Castleton. 
Poultney  October  29th,  1784. 

[On  the  back  is  written] 
Jenuary  ye  11th   then  reed  of  Capt,    Israel 
Halebut  a  pare  of  Blacksmith  Belosis  a  bick 
horn  and  one  hammer  which  be!  ugs  to  the 
State  Pr  Mee  Silas  How 

K.IOKKENMODDISr.S   IN   CASTLETON. 

The  following  accouut  of  the  Kjokken- 
moddings  in  the  valley  of  Castletou  river 
was  contributed  by  Dr.  John  M.   Currier:  — 

The  Kjokkenmoddings  of  Castleton  was 
discovered  by  me  in  the  spring  of  the  pres- 
ent year.  I  hive  made  many  explorations  on 
the  shores  of  Lake  Bomb.izin  and  Castleton 
river,  and  found  many  stone  relics  and  some 
pottery,  but  not  until  I  found  this  locality, 
have  I  ever  discovi-red  any  bone  remains. 

On  the  north  side  of  Castleton  river  op- 
posite the  railroad  station  is  a  broad  inter 
val  of  meadow,  presenting  nearly  a  level 
surface,  somewhat  broken  by  ridges  formed 
by  the  changes  in  the  course  of  the  river  in 
ages  past.  On  one  of  these  ridges  I  found 
the  plowed  surface  strewn  with  tiiut  chips 
in  abundance,  with  now  and  then  a  stone 
implement.  I  soon  discovered  numerous 
fragments  of  bones,  some  quite  well  pre 
served,  others  considerably  decayed,  dis- 
tributee! iu  patches.  These  fragments 
seemed  to  have  been  broken  in  their  recent 
state  by  some  heavy  implement  :  their  frac- 
tures being  sharp  and  well  denned.  The 
soil  in  which  the  boues  were  found  was 
invari  bly  c  ayish,  which  is  favorable  to  the 
preservation  of  bones. 

I  found  several  pieces  of  pottery  appar- 
ently made  of  clay  and  pulverized  quartz. 
burnt.  These  fragments  were  orna- 
mented with  various  rude  markings. 

In  all  I  found  several  hundred  specimens 
of  bone  fragments,  but  not  one  entire  long 
bone  ;  not  eveu  a  whole  vertebra  could  be 
found  I  should  judge  that  these  weer 
mostly   bonis   of  the   deer  ;     though   some 


fragments  were  those   of  the   fowl    and   the 
fox. 

The  implements  found  were  arrow-heads, 
spear  poiuts,  pestles,  chizels,  and  whet- 
atones.  One  triangular  shaped  piece  of 
brass,  evidently  a  portion  of  a  guustock 
was  found  iu  the  same  heap. 

This  locality  has  been  plowed  ovej  and 
over,  for  nearly  one  hundred  years,  and  has 
scattered  these  heaps  of  refuse  from  the 
place  where  they  were  deposited.  These 
were  originally  heaps  of  refuse  thrown  out 
at  the  most  convenient  places  during  a  long 
stay  in  one  locality.  The  river  furnished 
fish,  the  mountains  deer  and  other  game, 
and  the  meadows  could  easily  be  tilled  for 
corn,  beans  and  tobacco.  Flint  chips  would 
accumulate  daily  as  arrow-heads  were 
needed  ;  fire  would  crack  their  earthen 
pots,  and  being  of  no  further  use  the  frag- 
ments were  added  to  the  pile  of  rubbish. 
The  bones  of  animals  were  crushed  for  the 
marrow  and  added  to  the  heap. 

The  arrow-heads  and  spear  points  were 
made  from  flakes  of  two  kinds  of  stone, 
viz:  Hudson  River  lime  stone,  and  bluish 
gray  quartz.  Their  chizels  or  hand  axes, 
were  made  of  diorite,  hornblende  aud 
quartzite.  'I  heir  polishers  or  whetstones, 
were  of  the  common  day  slate  of  this  sec- 
tiou,  evidently  used  with  sand  and  water. 

Some  very  finely  finished  arrow-heads 
■were  found  in  this  locality  Oue  curiously 
marked  bone  fragment  was  observed.  It 
appeared  to  be  a  bone  of  the  leg  of  the 
deer,  injured  by  an  arrow  shot  gouging  out 
a- portion  of  bone  over  an  inch  in  length, 
the  edges  aud  bottom  of  the  wound  being 
partially  repaired  by  the  deposition  of  bony 
matter ;  but  the.  animal  was  captured 
before  the  cure  was  completed. 

The  Indians  had  left  this  section  of  Ver- 
mont as  permanent  settlers  before  the  town 
of  Castleton  was  chartered  in  177G,  hence 
this  refuse  heap  was  deposited  there  previ- 
ous to  that  time  yet  some  of  the  bones  are 
in  as  good  a  state  of  preservation  as  if  they 
were  deposited  there  one  year  ago.  These 
heaps  throw  some  light  upon  the  character 
of  the  aborigines,  whether  they  were  tem- 
porary or  permanent  residents.  Thus  far  in 
the  explorations  I  have  ma<re  iuthis  locality 
there  is  little  to  show  that  they  were  ever 
permanently  located  on  Castleton  river. 
They  seem  to  have  remained  there  only  as 
long  as  fish  and  game  lasted,  then  to  have 
moved  on.  At  this  point  there  was  un- 
doubtedly a  longer  stay  than  was  usually 
uuule  iu  any  one  place  along  the  stream,  as 
indicated  by  the  amount  of  refuse. 
Castleton,  Sept,  21,  1884. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  RUTLAND  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


ANNUAL  MEETING  HELD  AT  ALLEN  PALMER'S  ,  IN  •'  BELGO, 
AUGUST  i,  iSSv 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Rutland 
County  Historical  society  was  held  at  Mr. 
Allen  Palmer's  in  Belgo  on  Saturday, 
August  1,  1885.  The  weather  appeared 
somewhat  threatening  in  the  morning, 
which  kept  many  people  away,  but  the 
clouds  broke  away  in  the  forenoon  and  the 
day  remained  fair  without  any  rain  during 
the  exercises,  and  there  was  a  gpod  attend- 
ance. 

A  business  session  was  held  at  12  M.  in 
the  parlor,  which  was  shaded  by  a  beauti- 
ful grove  of  locust  trees,  planted  by  the 
father  of  the  host,  James  Palmer,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  century,  who  moved  from 
Stonington,  Conn.,  to  Clarendon,  Vt., 
thence  to  Belgo,  nearly  8G  years  ago.  Hon. 
Barnes  Frisbie  presided. 

OFFICERS  ELECTED. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for 
the  ensuing  year:  Hon.  Barnes  Frisbie  of 
Poultney,  president;  Hon.  Henry  Clark  of 
Rutland,  1st  vice-president;  Dr.  James 
Sanford  of  Castleton,  2d  vice-president;  Dr. 
John  M.  Currier  of  Castleton,  secretary; 
and  E.  H.  Phelps,  Esq.,  of  Fair  Haven, 
treasurer. 

HONORARY  MEMBERS. 

The  following  honorary  members  were 
elected:  J,  Hammond  Trumbull,  LL.  D. 
of  Hartford,  Conn.,  Hon.  William  L.  Stone 
of  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey;  and  Rev. 
Samuel  W.  Boardmau,  D.  D.  of  .Stanhope, 
New  Jersey. 

LUNCH. 

Aftpr  the  close  of  the  business  meeting 
the  audience  repaired  to  a  beautiful  maple 
grove  on  laud  owned  by  Mathew  Brearton, 
about  twenty  rods  southwest  of  Mr. Palmer's 


residence,  nud  near  the  old  military  road 
through  Belgo,  where  lunch  was  partaken 
of,  and  the  afternoon  exercises  were  held. 
Mr.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Brearton  had  cut 
away  the  underbrush  in  anticipation  of  the 
picnic,  and  made  a  delightful  spot  for  the 
entertainment.  Within  a  few  rods  was  a 
spring  of  never-failing,  limpid  cold  water 
which  needed  no  ice. 

Two  kettles  for  tea  and  coffee  were  sus- 
pended by  means  of  crotches  according  to 
the  customs  of  the  early  settlers,  and  after 
a  fire  was  kindled  B.  W.  Burt,  Esq.  of  Cas- 
tleton was  called  out  by  the  following 
words  :  my  first  visit  to  belgo  ;  and 
spoke  as  follows  : 
Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

Two  years  ago  I  was  invited  by  the  sec- 
retary of  this  society  to  perform  a  similar 
duty  that  he  calls  upon  me  to  discharge  to- 
day. I  accepted  the  situation  the  a  with 
pleasure,  as  I  do  to-day.  At  that  time  we 
were  gathered  on  one  of  the  most  delightful 
spots  on  the  balmy  banks  of  the  beautiful 
historic  Bomoseeu  known  as  Mason's  Point, 
where  Neshobe  launched  his  canoe  for  his 
island  home  :  now  we  are  assembled  in  the 
rugged,  romantic  part  of  Castleton  and  the 
county,  styled  for  nearly  a  century  past  as 
Belgo.  Many  of  us  are  here  on  these  ele- 
vated grounds,  overlooking  the  magnificent 
mountain,  hill  and  valley  scenery  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  reach,  for  the  first  time,  aud  we 
do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  it  equal,  if  not 
superior  to  any  thing  nf  the  kind  i a  Ver- 
mont or  any  other  state  on  this  continent  : 
others  are  present  that  have  dwelt  together 
here  in  unity  twenty,  forty,  sixty,  aud  even 
to  eighty  years,  and  long  may  they  yet  live 
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and  enjoy  these  peaceful  mountain  homes 
as  did  their  fathers  and  other  kindred  that 
have  preceded  them  to  the  other  world:  even 
our  venerable  president  having  nearly,  if 
not  quite  arrived  at  his  three-score-and-ten, 
doubtless  has  set  eyes  on  these  grand  old 
hills  for  the  first  time  to-day  :  and  the  same 
can  be  said  of  the  speaker  and  others  in  at- 
tendance. And  now  permit  me  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  fire  and  ye  venerable  kettle* 
suspended  over  it,  in  which  the  hot  coffee 
and  tea,  and  other  refreshments  will  be  pre- 
pared, that  are  contributed,  so  delicious  and 
abundant,  by  the  ladies,  who  lend  enchant- 
ment to  these  annual  reunions  of  this  his- 
torical society  that  are  held  by  the  clear 
waters  of  Bomoseen  and  on  the  lofty  hills 
of  Belgo. 

An  hour  was  pleasantly  spent  at  refresh- 
ments amidst  expressions  of  admiration  for 
the  scenery  of  the  mountains  and  valleys, 
and  rehearsals  of  the  early  events  of  the 
settlers. 

vice-president's  address. 

The  president  then  briefly  addressed  the 
audience  on  the  work  of  the  society,  and  the 
importance  of  gathering  up  local  history, 
and  then  introduced  Hon.  Henry  Clark, 
vice-president,  who  delivered  the  annual 
addiess  and  took  charge  of  the  remaining 
exercises  of  the  day. 

BELGO. 

"Dr.  J.  M.  Currier  read  the  following 
paper  on  the  origin  of  the  word  "Belgo": 

The  word  "Bilgo"  is  applied  to  the  beau- 
tiful, fertile  valley  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Castleton,  at  the  foot  of  Ira  mountains.  On 
the  south  rises  Bald  mountain,  over  two 
thousand  feet  high,  which  takes  its  name 
from  the  circumstance  that  the  trees  on  the 
summit  in  the  early  part  of  this  century 
would  occasionally  take  fire  and  leave  the 
mountain  bald.  A  greater  portion  of  the 
mountain  is  in  Castleton  and  the  other  in 
Ira.  Farther  to  the  southeast  is  visible 
Gilniore's  mountain,  of  about  the  same 
altitude.  On  the  east  is  Spruce  mountain 
of  lesser  height.  It  takes  its  name  from 
the  growth  of  spruce  which  covers  its  sum- 


mit. On  the  north  rises  Breunan's  mouu 
tain  which  is  the  southern  extremity  of  a 
range  of  hills  running  north  and  south  on 
the  east  side  of  Hubbardton  and  Castleton, 
over  which  the  "Green  Mountain  Boys"  re- 
treated from  the  battle  of  Hubbardton  on  the 
morning  of  July  7,  1777.  It  takes  its  name 
from  the  present  occupant,  Mr.  Brennan. 
Its  altitude  is  much  less  than  that  of  the 
other  mountains. 

The  road  that  leads  up  to  this  rural  spot 
and  the  brook  of  crystal  waters  that  flows 
out  of  it  to  the  northwestward,  bears  the 
same  name.  It  is  not  an  epithet  of  derision, 
but  one  in  which  the  citizens  take  pleasure 
in  hearing  spoken.  The  formers  are  thrifty, 
industrious,  frugal  and  intelligent.  No 
better  beef  was  ever  raised,  nor  finer  butter 
made  than  in  Belgo. 

The  origin  of  this  name  is  involved  in 
considerable  obscurity.  It  has  been  in  use 
longer  than  the  memories  of  the  oldest 
inhabitants.  We  find  it  in  the  records  of 
the  town  as  early  as  1800.  Mr.  Allen 
Palmer,  who  is  now  in  his  eightieth  year, 
and  has  resided  here  during  his  entire  life- 
time, relates  to  me  the  following  tradition 
as  to  the  origin  of  the  name:  When  the 
party  of  men  who  surveyed  this  section  of 
Castleton  had  finished  their  work,  they 
returned  home  over  the  hill  west  of  the 
valley.  When  they  had  reached  the  summit 
they  stopped  to  rest,  and  looked  back  down 
upon  the  picturesque  valley  and  mountain 
slopes,  variegated  with  the  different  hues  of 
the  dense  and  unbroken  forests,  one  of 
them,  Mr.  Augustus  Belknap,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  this  town,  remarked  that 
this  valley  resembled  very  much  a  place  in 
Connecticut,  his  native  state,  which  was 
called  "Belgo."  He  said  this  ought  to  be 
called  "Belgo,"  and  he  so  named  it,  and 
the  name  still  sticks. 

Another  explanation  of  the  origin  of  the 
name  has  been  furnished  by  another  old 
resident,  Mr.  Joseph  U.  Spencer,  who  is 
now  in  his  seventy-ninth  year  of  age,  and 
states  that  he  heard  it  in  his  early  days. 
When  this  section  was  new,  and  there  was 
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but  little  cleared  land,  the  early  settlers  put 
hells  on  their  cattle  that  they  might  be 
easily  found  by  the  tinkling.  Oue  man 
who  was  very  timid,  took  his  dog  and 
started  through  the  woods  to  find  his  cow; 
night  came  on  and  darkness  was  intense 
before  he  heard  the  cow  bell  tinkle.  As  he 
walked  alooff  he  stepped  lightly  and  kept 
his  dog  near  him,  and  to  keep  up  his -own 
courage  he  repeatedly  said  to  his  dog: 
•'Don't  yon  hear  the  bell  go?"  "Don't  you 
hear  the  bell  go?"  He  was  overheard  by 
one  of  his  neighbors,  who  told  the  story  of 
his  timidity,  and  "Bell  go,"  became  the 
current  epithet  of  this  locality,  which  was 
afterwards  contracted  into  "Belgo." 

Tradition  says  that  through  this  valley 
ran  the  old  military  road  from  Rutland  to 
Lake  Champlaiu.  llr.  Palmer  informs  us 
that  the  road  came  up  on  the  east  side  of 
Belgo  Brook,  crossed  the  brook  about  six 
rods  south  of  his  house,  then  followed  up 
the  west  side  of  the  brook,  around  the 
eastern  spur  of  Bald  mountain  and  through 
the  notch  into  Castleton  River  valley.  His 
father  was  familiar  with  this  road  when  he 
settled  in  Belgo,  and  said  the  old  log  bridge 
across  the  brook  was  swept  away  in  his 
remembrance.  The  site  of  this  bridge  was 
pointed  out  by  Mr.  Palmer. 

RELICS    EXHIBITED. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Benedict  exhibited  his  wife's 
first  spelling  book,  his  own  reading  book; 
the  fife  he  used  to  play  on  in  the  militia; 
the  gouge  shaped  tapping  iron  which  he 
used  in  early  days;  his  swingling  knife 
which  he  used  in  swingling  flax;  and  the 
first  half  dollar  which  he  earned  when  he 
went  to  work  for  himself.  Mr.  Benedict's 
remarks  created  much  applause  in  the 
audience  as  he  illustrated  the  early  customs 
and  modes  of  labor. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Barbour  of  Benson  exhibited 
a  cane  of  red  cedar,  made  from  "the  whip- 
ping post  in  the  town  of  Benson.  He  re. 
lated  several  instances  of  whipping  at  that 
post.  It  was  afterwards  used  for  posting 
notices  or  bills  of  sales;  and  later  for  a  sign 
post. 


Mr.  Joseph  B.  Spencer  exhibited  a 
warming  pan,  and  pewter  platter  which  his 
father,  Thomas  Spencer,  brought  from 
Rhode  Island  with  him.  He  first  settled  in 
Clarendon,  Vt  ,  then  moved  to  Belgo  the 
latter  part  of  the  last  century. 

Mrs.  Anna  C.  Bryant  of  Belgo  exhibited 
a  salt  cellar,  once  the  property  of  her  step- 
mother, Mrs  Benoni  Gardner.  Also  a 
pepper-box  which  belonged  to  the  set  of 
crockery  which  Elizabeth  Churchill  ot 
Hubbardton  had  when  she  was  married. 

Mr.  Alien  Palmer  presented  an  arrow 
head  of  chalcedony  which  he  found  in  his 
field  about  40  years  ago  a  few  rods  north  of 
his  house. 

Guy  Steele  presented  the  brass  spurs 
worn  by  his  brother,  N.  McGregor  Steele, 
a  native  of  Castleton,  in  "Border  Ruffian" 
times  in  Kansas,  when  he  was  with  Capt. 
John  Brown  and  Geu.  "Jim"  Lane. 

Dr.  C.  C.  Nichols  of  Castleton  presented 
a  bronze  ornament.  It  is  a  round  dish  two 
inches  in  diameter  and  oue  half  iuch  deep 
with  an  ornamental  projection  on  one  side 
one  inch  long  On  the  convex  side  is  the 
figure  "6"  cast  in  when  it  was  made.  Dr. 
Nichols  found  it  when  plowing  neir  the 
East  Hubbardton  road  with  Miltou  G 
Barber  about  one  mile  below  the  Battle 
monument,  between  the  years  1840  and 
1844.  It  is  thought  to  be  a  portion  of  an 
epaulet  of  an  officer,  aud  the  figure  gives 
the  number  of  the  wearer's  regiment. 

SENTIMENTS    AND    TOASTS. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Barbour  of  Benson  responded 
to  Romance,  Poetry,  and  History,  in  a  very- 
pleasing  way. 

Hon  Barnes  Faixbie  was  called  upon,  and 
dwelt  upon  the  objects  of  the  study  of  his- 
tory. He  rehearsed  the  amount  of  work 
that  had  been  done  by  the  Society,  and 
spoke  of  the  bright  prospects  for  our  future 
labors 

Rev.  R.  C.  Flagg  of  Fair  H  iven  spoke  of 
the  inspiration  Iip  gained  hyviowh-.-  the 
B.dgo  mountains,  his  boyhocd  days  having 
been  spent  in  the.r  immediate  vicinity,  He 
related   several   amusing  incidents   that  oc- 
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eurred  in  this  locality.  He  spoke  of  the 
sturdy  men  he  used  to  meet,  who  are  now 
in  their  graves  ;  aud  related  many  amusing 
anecdotes  of  the  early  settlers. 

Sir.  L.  B.  Smith  was  called  upon,  and 
said  that  fifty-four  years  ago  to-day  he 
was  mowing  oats  foi  Mr.  William  Spencer. 
He  had  been  at  work  in  a  printing  office  in 
Castleton  village,  and  wanted  to  get  out  and 
work  on  a  .farm  a  few  weeks.  Belgo  was 
then  much  more  spoken  of  than  now.  He 
related  many  reminiscences  of  early  times 
that  were  listened  to  with  marked  attention. 

t 

POEM  ON    BELGO. 

BY  REV.  J.   ALBERT   LIBBEY. 

Within  a  circle  of  surrounding  hills, 
A  broken  landscape  all  the  eyesight  fills — 
Some  wooded  slopes  tar  reaching  up  are  seen, 
While  other  hillsides  slant  with  fields  of  green. 
Here  farmers' climb  for  crops,  and  cattle  graze, 
As  soft,  cool  breezes  fan  the  summer  days. 
The  shapely  maple,  growing  every  where 
Enchants  the  eye  of  all  who  love  the  fair ; 
F.ach  farmer  lower  down  has  his  abode, 
Where  winds — or  ends,  perhaps — the  well  made 

road. 
And  this  is  Belgo  !  famous  for  some  things  ? 
Of  which  historian  writes  and  poet  sings, 
Where  do  the  regions  lay  that  have  no  name 
Spread  out  your  maps,  you  fail  to  find  the  same. 
States,  cities,  counties,  and  the  smallest  town 
With  some  befitting  name  are  all  laid  down. 
'Tis  said  that  when  these  lands  were  new, 
That  is  to  white  men  passing  through. 
Say  such  as  Colonels  Bird  and  Lee, 
And  those  who  chanced  with  them  to  be. 
One  Belknap,  as  with  Lee  he  stood 
And  scanned  the  valley  green  with  wood 
All  hilled  around— did  then  exclaim 
This  place  resembles  one  I'll  name: 
In  old  Connecticut — That's  so  ! 
And  'tis  a  place  they  call  Belgo. 
I've  heard  the  idea,  too,  suggested 
Bv  others  who  are  interested, 
That  early  settlers,  after  cows 
Which  in  this  bushy  vale  did  browse. 

And  make  remark— "Hear  the  Bell  go!" 
It  seems  more  likely  this,  however, 
When  the  two  thoughts  are  put  together, 


That  Belknap  gave  the  place  its  name, 

And  si  nee,  it  has  been  called  the  same, 

Well,  other  things  our  thoughts  engage 

As  we  glance  back  tradition's  page. 

Here  Indian  hunters,  long  ago, 

Their  wigwams  buil  t,  and  drew  the  bow 

These  flinty  arrowheads  men  find 

Once  flew  the  flying  deer  behind 

Or  fell  where  wounded  partridge  lay 

When  she  had  borne  the  shaft  away. 

Within  this  basin  many  a  dance, 

And  many  a  feat  of  wild  romance, 

No  doubt,  have  happened  ere  our  race 

Crowded  the  red  man  from  his  place. 

And  o'er  these  hills,  in  later  time, 

■Tis  said  the  men  of  war  did  climb  ; 

One  who  has  spent  his  fourscore  years. 

With  all  their  change  for  joy,  or  tears. 

Points  out  the  way  the  soldiers  took 

O'er  the  log  bridge  that  spanned  the  brook 

And  here,  as  relics,  guns  were  found, 

With  barrels  rusted,  in  the  ground, 

Lost,  or  in  haste  once  cast  away, 

With  other  things  men  show  to-day, 

So  we  are  in  historic  places, 

Where  went,  and  came,  two  different  races. 

James  Palmer  settled  early  in  these  hills; 

Perhaps  by  scenery  lured,  and  purling  rills. 

The  military  road  from  Rutland  through 

To  Lake  Champlain  was  clearly  then  in  view. 

'Twas   he  who  showed   his  son  where   lay   the 

bridge, 
And  hpw  the  road  passed  through  from  ridge  to 

ridge 
With  other  things  ;  and  boys  remember  well 
Through  all  the  years  the    things    their  father* 

tell. 
From  out  this  valley  Allen  Palmer  went 
As  captain   proud,  when   boyhood  days    were 

spent, 
To  capture  o'er  the  mountain  a  fair  maid, 
Leading  her  gladly  to  this  hilly  shade  ; 
Whether  the  military  road  he  went  or  came, 
It  makes  no  odds,  his  captive  took  his  name, 
And  blest  contentment  all  their  lives  has  crown'd  ■ 
Though  graves  along  their  pathway  have  been 

found 
May  fairer  lands  than  these,  and  sunnier  skies, 
With  every  pleasure  please  in  Paradise. 


VOTK  OF  THA\KS. 

A  vutu  •ji  thanks  was  tendered  to  Mr. 
Allen  Palmer  for  his  generous  hospitalities 
at  this  meeting,  and  for  the  preparation  he- 
had  madt-  to  make  it  a  success 
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SKETCH  OF  COL  E,  L.  DRAKE,  FORMERLY  OF 
CASTLETON, 


AN  ADDRESS  DELIVERED  BEFORE  THE  RUTLAND  COUNTY 

HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  BY  HON,  HENRY  CLARK 

OF  RUTLAND,  AUGUST  10,  1885, 


This  occasion,  being  the  anniversary  of  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Rutland  County  Historical  Society,  just- 
ifies a  consideration  of  the  work  that  has  been  done 
and  the  results.  It  is  a  work  not  calculated  to  excite 
popular  interest  or  command  general  appreciation. 
Formerly  antiquarian  studies  served  only  to  call  forth 
the  wit  and  ridicule  of  scholars  and  those  so  called 
men  of  the  world.  The  devotees  of  such  pursuit.':  were 
regarded  as  harmless,  stupid  folk,  engaged  in  collect- 
ing and  preserving  a  mass  of  stuff  which  Burns  called 
"auld  knicknackery,"  and  which  had  much  better  be 
thrown  to  the  dust  heap  or  used  to  kindle  the  lire. 
Pope  wittily  expressed  the  sentiments  of  his  age,  per- 
haps pilloried  an  antiquary  in  the  lines  of  his  verse 

"Future  ages  may  tie  dullness  last. 
As  thou  prusei'v'stt  the  dullness  of  the  past." 

And  another  has  said,  speaking  of  ancient 'books 
stored  up  in  antiquarian  museums:  "They  are  collec- 
tions of  all  the  reading  which  has  never  been  read  and 
never  will  be." 

It  is  a  striking  fact  that  antiquarian  studies  were 
prosecuted  and  collections  made  for  a  long  period  be- 
..lore  people  had  any  idea  of  their  practical  value.  The 
antiquary  was  merely  a  curiosity  hunt"!',  intent  upon 
finding  and  bringing  together  things  which  other  peo- 
ple regarded  as  worthless  rubbish,  with  no  other  ob- 
ject than  to  amuse  himself  and  surprise  his  friends. 
[n  this;  spirit  the  first  collections  of  ancienl  main- 
ncripis,  medals,  monumental  inscription*,  armor  and 
"auld    knicknackery"    in    general     was     found.      flare 
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seems  not  to  have  been  the  remotest  thought  of  using 
thi'tn  to  illustrate  ancient  manners,  customs,  or  opin- 
ions and  life,  or  as  materials  from  which  accurate  and 
interesting  history  was  to  be  drawn. 

ft  was  not  until  the  close  of  the  last  century  that 
the  study  of  antiquities  wis  turned  to  much  practical 
account.  Up  to  that  late  period  the  antiquary  was 
still  only  a  curiosity  hunter.  What  he  had  brought 
together  of  the  strange  and  old,  what  he  could  show  to 
astonish  and  amuse  the  curious,  was  all  the  people  ex- 
pected as  the  fruit  of  his  labors. 

The  study  of  antiquities  especially  relating  to  our 
local  history;  the  gethcring  together  in  a  museum 
things  which  call  up  and  reveal  to  the  eyes  of  men  our 
earlier  and  later  Rutland  County  life  which  this  busy, 
bustling  generation  is  in  so  much  danger  of  forgetting, 
and  even  ot  despising — the  editing  of  old  diaries,  the 
preservation  of  sepulchral  inscriptions,  the  preparation 
of  papers  upon  characters,  incidents,  tradition,  and 
customs  that  belonged  to  the  generations  which  have 
long  since  passed  away,  and  so,  to  collect  and  preserve 
the  material  from  which  the  future  historian  may  con- 
struct a  more  vivid  and  accurate  picture  of  the  past. 

What  is  the  sphere  and  value  of  the  work?  It  has 
been  truly  said  that  "the  most  insignificant  tract,  the 
most  trifling  essay,  a  sermon,  a  newspaper  or  a  song, 
may  afford  an  illustration  of  manners  and  opinions 
elucidatory  of  the  past,  and  throw  a  faithful  light  on 
the  pathway  of  the  future  historian."  It  has  been  the 
purpose  of  the  Rutland  County  Historical  Society  to 
collect  ancient  things  that  are  in  danger  of  being  des- 
troyed, and  bring  them  together  eventually  in  a  mus- 
eum where  they  shall  be  preserved  for  the  instruction 
of  the  people  in  accurate  historical  knowledge, to  sweep 
away  the  dust  that  has  gathered  over  names,  places 
and  events  worthy  to  be  remembered,  and  hand  down 
to  coming  generations  valuable  facts  tint  will  other- 
wise soon  be  lost.  And  first  let  me  speak"  of  old  diar- 
ies or  memoranda.     A  distinguished  scholar  once   said 
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that  a  diary  kept  a  thousand  years  ago,  which  only  re- 
corded what  a  person  had  to  eat  from  day  to  day 
would  bo  of  inestimable  value  to  the  historian.  Sup- 
pose Uol.  Lee  or  Lieut.  Hull  had  kept  a  diary,  scant 
and  meagre,  however,  it  might  have  been,  containing 
the  bare  mention  of  character  and  events,  they  would 
have  given  a  picture  of  the  actual  state  of  society  here. 
The  objects  which  then  interested  the  people,  the  pre- 
vailing views  upon  politics  and  religion,  winch  we 
have  now  only  by  tradition.  Where  could  eo  much 
information  be  found  regarding  the  customs,  opinions 
and  controversies  of  a  hundred  years  ago  iu  Rutland 
county?  We  could  get  some  idea  of  the  discomfort 
of  the  old  meeting  house  in  winter  without  fires;  and 
also  of  the  religiousness  of  the  people  of  that  day, 
when  the  drill  of  the  militia  company  was  always 
opened  with  prayer.  These  old  diaries  sometimes  dis- 
close facts  and  personal  characteristics  not  in  accor- 
dance with  the  popular  estimate  of  the  proprieties  of 
the  present  day. 

Nor  should  il  be  taken  for  granted  that  this  mine  of 
old  diaries  or  memoranda  has  been  exhausted.  The 
faithful' search  of  societies  such  as  this  is  continually 
being  rewarded  by  new  discoveries,  such  as  the  Board- 
man  manuscript,  secured  by  the  secretary  of  this  soci - 
civ.  Not  many  years  ago  I  saw  a  memoranda  on  the 
blank  leaves  of  an  old  almanac,  telling  what  a  soldier 
saw  in  tiie  progress  of  events.  It  described  the  retreat 
from  Ticonderoga  before  Burgoyne,  the  battles  along 
the  Hudson,  the  murder  of  Jane  McGrea,  on  the  morn- 
ing after  ic  occurred  and  similar  outrages  by  the  In- 
dians, that  sent  a  horror  through  all  this  section  and 
called  out  the  last  man  to  avenge  them;  the  final  sur- 
render of  the  British  army  at  Saratoga;  forming  a 
most  vidid  and  fascinating  picture  of  the  long  and  des- 
perate struggle  which  won  our  independence. 

Thus  by  gathering  up  and  publishing  these  old 
memoranda,  many  oi  wnicii  are  found  stowed  away  in 
old  garrets  or  partitions  of  houses,   a    most    important 
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service  is  rendered  to  Rutland  county  Vermont  his- 
tory. Doubtless  they  would  reveal  many  things  which 
show  that  our  ancestors  were  not  all  patriots  or  saints.; 
that  they  sometimes  quarreled  fiercely  and  obstinately 
over  the  meeting  house  and  the  minister,  over  the 
roads  and  the  schools  and  the  boundaries  of  their  es- 
tates; that  they  had  a  high  regard  for  the  distinctions 
of  wealth  and  family,  and  insisted  upon  recognizing 
these  distinctions,  even  in  the  house  of  God,  in  short, 
that  they  were  men  and  women  of  like  passions  and 
prejudices  of  ourselves.  But  they  are  an  ancestry 
about  whom  we  need  never  feel  ashamed  to  have  the 
whole  truth  known.  They  had  the  sterling  stuii  of  in- 
dustry and  frugality,  of  devotion  to  religion,  and  if 
they  could  speak  to  us  from  the  higher  life  into  which 
they  have  entered,  it  would  be  to  say  as  Cromwell  said 
to  the  artist:  "Paint  me  as  I  am — warts  and  all." 

How  many  interesting  questions  relating  to  our  lo- 
cal history  can  only  be  settled  by  studies  and  research- 
es, such  as  this  Society  is  pursuing,  to  identify  and 
mark  the  sites  of  events  connected  with  the  settlement 
of  oui\ old  towns,  to  find  out  the  origin  of  the  names 
given  them,  the  men  who  became  prominent  in  the  or- 
ganization of  churches,  the  founding  of  schools,  and 
the  building  up  of  our  fathers'  prosperity;  the  tradi- 
tions of  hardship  and  suffering  which  they  faced  here 
in  the  wilderness,  when  preparing  the  way  for  a 
brighter  and  happier  life  lor  their  children;  the  traces  of 
Indian  habitations  and  burying  grounds.  To  hunt  out 
the  facts  of  the  deadly  struggle,  when  it  seemed  a 
doubtful  matter  whether  the  white  man  or  the  Indian 
was  to  possess  the  land.  What  noble  service  would 
be  rendered  to  future  generations  by  tracing  out  all 
the  steps  of  this  strange  history,  and  bringing  togeth- 
er the  materials  of  this  far  away  life.  It  would  i.dd 
much  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  towns  and  villages  of 
this  grand  old  county  if  all  the  spots  identified  with 
deeds  of  heroism,  done  to  found  ami  defend  a  better 
civilization,  could  be  made    known    by    suitable    tablets 
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and  monumental   stones.     Let   this   be   a  part  of  this 
Society's  work  in  coming  years. 

The  antiquarian  student  may  take  any  ot  our  old 
towns  and  unfold  an  interesting  history;  bringing  up 
the  scenes  of  the  first  settlement,  the  principal  fami- 
lies, with  their  domestic  utensils  and  farming  imple- 
ments, the  first  attempts  of  the  people  at  civil  and  re- 
ligious organizations,  their  relations  with  the  Indians, 
all  traditions  of  noted  characters  and  events  which 
have  floated  down  to  the  present  time;  whatever  in 
short,  serves  to  make  real  and  vivid  the  life  that  the 
people  lived  and  the  influences  which  helped  to  form 
their  characters.  In  this  way  much  precious  material 
would  be  saved  from  destruction  for  the  enlightenment 
of  the  future.  T\Tho  has  not  been  more  impressed  with 
this  early  life  by  some  rude,  clumsy  implement  of  the 
farmer  or  the  housewife,  than  by  whole  pages  of  de- 
scriptive writing?  A  lantern  made  of  pine  boards, 
with  four  bits  of  glass  for  windows,  a  shovel  made  of 
an  oak  stick,  the  edge  tiped  with  a  scrap  of  iron,  a 
plow  with  no  iron  about  it  save  the  lining  of  the  mould 
board  and  the  point,  the  heavy,  cumbersome  loom  and 
spinning  wheel,  when  our  grandmothers  spun  and 
wove  all  the  cloth  for  clothing  their  families;  these  and 
similar  articles  of  the  household  and  the  farm  tc^l  a 
more  pathetic  story  of  carefulness  and  toil  which  re- 
veals the  stress  and  strain  of  their  life  better  than  any 
words  of  the  historian.  Everything  has  something  to 
tell.  Upon  his  implements  of  toil,  and  upon  the  pro- 
ducts of  his  labor,  upon  his  weapons  of  war  and  his 
household  goods,  upon  all  that  has  come  in  contact 
with  his  life,  has  impressed  some  idea  of  what  he  was 
and  what  he  thought  and  felt.  All  around  us  here  are 
things  waiting  to  be  uncovered  and  brought  into  the 
light  of  day  that-  deserves  as  patient  study,  and  as 
careful  preservation;  things  which  ought  to  be  more 
interesting  and  mui'e  preciuds  iu  our  bigin,  inasmuch 
as  they  reveal  the  primitive  conditions  out  of  which 
have  sprung  the  prosperity  and  greatness  of  our   com- 
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monwealth;  the  struggles,  the  sufferings  and  triumphs 
of  as  noble  an  ancestry  as  any  people  can  claim. 

Let  us,  therefore,  seek  out  buried  facts  and  things 
illustrating  the  olden  time.  Call  up  some  forgotten 
life  that  is  worthy  of  remembrance;  identify  places  as- 
sociated with  important  and  stirring  events.  Tell  the 
story  of  some  venerable  house  that  has  sheltered  many 
generations,  and  been  the  witness  of  a  hundred  years 
of  human  happiness  and  human  sorrow.  Gather  up 
the  traditions  which  the  old  people  still  hold  in  mem- 
ory, but  which  will  soon  be  swept  into  oblivion,  unless 
caught  from  their  trembling  lips  and  put  into  perma- 
nent records.  Thus  shall  we  brighten  our  lives,  en- 
large the  range  of  ideas  and  refresh  weariness  of  body 
and  mind.  Such  studies  will  do  something  toward 
warding  off  the  chilling  frosts  and  the  benumbing  stu- 
por of  old  age  and  serve  to  build  up  a  larger  and  bet- 
ter manhood.  It  is  a  most  creditable  fact  connected 
with  the  Rutland  County  Historical  Society,  that  its 
work  has  been  done  and  these  results  have  been  ob- 
tained by  men  busy  with  their  various  occupations,  in 
hours  snatched  from  the  pressing  cares  of  life,  with  lit- 
tle leisure  for  extended  courses  of  study;  with  scanty 
pecuniary  means  for  prosecuting  their  researches  and 
making  a  collection  oi.'  antiquities,  they  have  seized  the 
odd  hours  and  moments  to  push  their  inquiries  in  many 
directions  and  have  gathered  a  bountiful  harvest  from 
many  fields.  How  so  much  has  been  accomplished  in 
these  years,  so  many  valuable  papers  prepared  and 
published,  by  men  who  are  engaged  every  day  in  the 
office,  the  shop,  the  store  or  the  profession,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  understand.  The  persistency  and  enthusiasm 
with  which  these  studies  have  been  pursued,  deserves 
grateful  recognition  from  all  lovers  of  sound  historical 
knowledge.  A  better  and  more  interesting  history  of 
Rutland  can  be  written  from  the  finds  of  these  labors, 
and  T  must  «ny  that  f.  history  worth  j  of  a  county  which 
has  clone  so  much  for  the  progress  and  glory  of  Ver- 
mont, remains  to  be  written. 
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It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  the  work  of  this 
Society  for  these  years  of  antiquarian  study  has  accom- 
plished so  much,  especially  on  the  part  of  the  secretary 
of  the  Society.  They  have  brought  many  pleasant  and 
many  delightful  friendships.  They  are  rewarded  by 
the  consciousness  that  the  Society  has  been  able  to  con- 
tribute something  of  real  value  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
people,  rescue  many  names  and  dates  and  worthy  deeds 
from  the  dust  of  oblivion  and  save  hundreds  of  precious 
relics  of  the  past  from  destruction.  This  work,  though 
it  have  relation  to  antiquity,  has  an  influence  which 
sweetens  the  graver  toils  of  life  and  serves  to  keep 
those  engaged  in  it  fresh  in  thought  and  young  in  feeling. 
I  cannot  add  a  better  wish  than  that  the  coming  years 
may  be  as  full  of  patient  research  as  these  have  been 
ancl  be  crowned  with  results  as  rich,  varied  and  useful. 

As  it  is  among  the  purposes  of  the  Society  to  pre- 
serve tlie  record  of  the  men  of  the  county,  but  also  her 
sons  who  have  gone  abroad  in  the  land  and  achieved 
for  themselves,  the  county  and  the  State,  a  name  and 
fame. 

It  was  reserved  for  a  son  of  Vermont  born  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Bomoseen  in  Castleton,  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  world  one  of  the  most  powerful  agencies 
and  valuable  products  of  our  fertile  country — Col.  E. 
L.  Drake.  In  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  first  bor- 
ings for  petroleum  took  place  in  1859,  and  in  that  year 
82,000  barrels  (recorded  at  43  gallons  each)  were  ob- 
tained. In  1861  the  product  had  reached  two  million 
barrels;  and  since  then,  as  a  rule,  it  has  increased  from 
year  to  year.  In  1872  the  product  was  over  seven  mil- 
lion barrels.  In  the  same  year  the  total  exports  from 
the  United  States  of  refined  petroleum  amounted  to 
over  two  million  barrels,  an  enormous  quantity  consid- 
ering the  first  exports  took  place  so  recently  as  18(51. 
Of  late  years  the  petroleum  trade  is  said   to   have   em- 
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of  iron. 

Col.  Drake  went   to  Titusville  in   the   prime   of  life, 
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and  I  shall  not  attempt  to  sketch  the  varied  steps  of 
his  career,  for  it  "would  make  too  long  a  story — but  ra- 
ther narrate  the  influences  of  his  discovery  upon  the 
world  and  the  commerce  of  the  world  by  this  Castle- 
ton  boy. 

The  mighty  influences  of  the  Drake  discovery,  ef- 
fected on  the  country  and  the  society  of  the  region  of 
its  finding,  and  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  has  been  ex- 
hibited, and  the  obligations  to  the  man  whcse  golden 
key  opened  to  so  many  the  treasure  of  fortune,  is  a  suf- 
ficient eulogy. 

At  the  time  of  the  discovery  Titusville,  the  place  of 
his  residence,  was  a  small  town.  But  a  few  years  be- 
fore the  whole  region  was  a  wilderness.  The  farmers 
could  hardly  raise  enough  buckwheat  to  pay  their  tax- 
es and  live  on  their  farms  the  balance  of  the  year.  It 
is  now  about  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  it  is  a  city  of 
10,000  inhabitants,  beside  the  other  towns  that  have 
grown  up  about  it.  Men  have  made  for  themselves 
positions  in  society  and  have  amassed  large  fortunes 
and  from  what?  Not  particularly  from  petroleum — 
but  through  the  genius  of  Mr.  Drake.  That  is  what  it 
has  done.  The  country  might  be  now  what  it  was  30 
yeai'S  ago,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  man  who  conceiv- 
ed a  new  idea.  It  was  Col.  Drake  who  conceived  the 
idea  that  this  little  scum  that  was  being  collected  on 
the  top  of  the  earth,  which  they  called  rock  oil,  would 
be  found  to  exist  in  much  greater  quantity  if  he  could 
only  get  down  into  the  rock  itself,  lie  acted  on  that 
thought  and  went  to  work  on  it.  What  has  it  devel- 
oped? Why,  not  only  petroleum,  but  it  has  developed 
another  fact— that  the  whole  world  is  lighted  up  now 
with  a  material  that  is  the  cheapest  ever  known  on  the 
face  of  the  globe  for  giving  light.  His  genius  devel- 
oped the  possibility  of  the  fact. 

But  that  was  not  his  idea  at  first.  Tie  sought  this 
product  for  medicinal  purposes.  lie  glutted  the  mark- 
et with  it  and  then  people  went  to  using  petroleum  for 
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lighting  their  houses.  It  was  brought  into  extensive 
use,  and  to-day  it  stands  forth  as  an  article  of  export 
from  this  country.  This  little  idea  conceived  by  this 
man,  was  the  origin  of  a  large  machine  shop  at  that 
point,  also  at  Buffalo,  Pittsburgh,  Bradford  and  Cony. 
These  factories  are  turning  out  daily  millions  of  dollars 
worth  "of  material  to  carry  out  the  development  of  the 
new  idea  that  Drake  conceived  a  quarter  of  a  century 
ago.  Everybody  in  this  line  of  business  has  been  get- 
ting rich.  Look  at  the  refineries  and  the  men.  They 
have  made  from  five  to  ten  million  dollars  out  of  this 
petroleum.  This  is  what  the  services  and  efforts  of  this 
man  did  for  the  country.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  he,  by  his  genius,  benefitted  the  whole  United 
States.  Yea,  the  whole  world.  There  is  nothing  that 
has  benefitted  the  poor  of  the  world  so  much  as  petro- 
leum. If  it  had  not  been  for  that,  thousands  of  poor 
people  of  this  world  would  have  had  only  the  faintest 
glimmer  of  light  in  their  homes  during  the  darkness  of 
the  night.  ^Xow  for  two  or  three  cents  they  can  illu- 
minate their  houses,  and  all  through  the  genius  of 
Drake.  His  genius  has  been  recognized  in  the  form  of 
a. beautiful  monument  erected  to  his  memory,  standing 
in  the  public  square  at  Titusville. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  also  bestowed  upon  Col. 
Drake,  in  his  latter  days,  commensurate  to  his  modest 
wants,  to  his  respectable  maintaining — a  pension  which 
also  inures  to  his  widow  during  her  lifetime. 

AVe  shall  not  forget  the  last  time  we  saw  Col.  Drake. 
It  was  in  1SG7,  on  a  summer  afternoon,  in  the  sanctum 
of  the  Rutland  Herald.  His  health  was  then  quite 
broken,  and  his  physical  lassitude  so  great  that  he  was 
forced  during  the  interview  to  stop  often  and  rest.  lie 
had  neither  worldly  honor  or  wealth.  Still  he  was  a 
marked  man  forever.  The  crown  of  fame  which  men 
awarded  him,  was  to  him  a  diadem  of  fire,  but  the  in- 
■•  ':y.  v  of  funic,  buL  the  smoke  oi  sacrifice.  But  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  has  placed  on  the  statute  book  a 
lit    recognition   of   his   services,  and   this  smoothed  the 
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ruggedness  of  his  last  years  of  physical  suffering-  and 
torture. 

The  Drake  monum  nt  shall  be  a  silent  monitor,  that 
acts  of  human  beneficence  are  in  their  results,  bounded 
by  neither  time  nor  space.  This  monument  will  be  a 
warning  sign  and  sublime  vigil  in  the  heart  of  the  busy 
life  of  the  present  and  future  generations,  telling  of 
Drake  and  those  of  his  place  or  class  that  did  him 
honor. 

The  visitor  at  Quebec  has  not  forgot  the  green  past- 
ure known  in  history  as  the  plains  of  Abraham,  half  a 
mile  west  of  the  citadel,  on  a  plateau  of  equal  height, 
the  memorable  spot  where  128  years  ago  General  Wolfe 
fell  in  the  arms  of  victory  as  the  pillar  does  record. 
But  while 

Peace  hath  her  victories 
No  less  renowned  than  war, 

the  monument  to  Col.  Drake  records  a  moral  victory 
of  patience,  perseverance,  sagacity  and  genius;  a  moral 
conquest  over  the  silence,  obscurity  and  obduracy  of 
nature  herself;  a  conquest  over  the  opposition  and 
skepticism  of  many  dull  and  cold  contemporaries,  ush- 
ering in  with  solemn  glory,  a  discovery  to  the  world  of 
immense  utility  to  science,  commerce  and  light  and 
comfort  to  the  civilized  world.  It  was  given  to  others 
to  enter  into  and  enjoy  his  labors,  his  life  was  (me  of 
poverty,  one  of  physical  martyrdom  beyond  that  of  most 
men,  but  now 

His  palms  enfolded  on  his  breast. 
There  is  no  other  thought  expressed. 
But  long  ilisyuiet  merged  in  rest. 

This  is  the  story  of  the  man  who  honored  by  his  gen- 
ius and  perseverance  the  town,  county  and  common- 
wealth of  his  nativitv  and  his  residence. 


—OS- 
Organization  of  the  First  Rutland  County  His- 
torical Society  September  29, 1868, 


fHXDER  the  title  of  "Rutland  County  Historical  So- 
?|p  ciety"  an  historical  society  was  organized  Septem- 
ber 29th,  18(58,  in  the  editorial  rooms  of  the  Rutland 
Herald,  in  Rutland,  agreeable  to  a  previous  notice.  It 
was  composed  of  gentlemen  from  the  several  parts  of 
Rutland  County.  Chauncy  K.  Williams  called  the  meet- 
ing to  order.  Henry  Hall  of  Rutland  was  chosen  chair- 
man, and  C.  K.  Williams  secretary.  A  constitution  was 
adopted;  Hon.  Loyal  C.  Kellogg  of  Benson,  was  chos- 
en president;  Henry  Hall  of  Rutland,  and  Barnes 
Frisbie  ofPoultney,  vice-presidents;  Chauncy  K.Wil- 
liams, secretary;  Augustus  D.  Smith  of  Rutland  treas- 
urer; and  Henry  Clark  of  Rutland,  librarian.  A  large 
list  of  curators  were  elected  from  the  several  towns  in 
the  county.  A  list  of  15  honorary  members  were  also 
elected.  After  its  organization  it  adjourned  to  meet 
at  the  call  of  the  executive  committee. 

This   Society  never  did   any  work  and   existed   only 
in  name. 
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Proceedings  of  tip e  Rutland  County  Historical  Society, 

EPITAPHS  OF  CASTLETON  (VT.)  CHURCH  YARD. 


The  old  church  yard  in  Castleton 
is  nearly  one  hundred  years  old.  In 
it  were  buried  many  of  the  first 
settlers  of  the  town,  who  emigrated 
from  the  states  of  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut. 
Many  of  those  older  New  England 
towns  were  thus  brought  into  close 
relationship  with  Castleton.  It 
occurred  to  the  transcriber  that  if 
these  epitaphs  were  published,  great 
service  would  be  rendered  to  the 
science  of  New  England  genealogy, 
therefore  in  the  delightful  autumn 
days  of  1885,  they  were  all  trans- 
ferred to  paper,  ready  for  the  printer. 

Most  of  the  headstones  and  monu- 
ments are  of  the  marble  of  Rutland 
county,  and  cut  by  hand  before  saw- 
ing and  other  improved  methods  of 
manufacture  were  adopted  in  the 
county. 

The  heads  of  the  graves  are  nearly 
all  to  the  north.  Most  of  the  orig- 
inal rhyming  was  done  by  Dea. 
Erastus  Higley  and  Dr.  Selah 
Gridley. 


In  Memory  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Ack- 
ley,  who  died  March  the  28"',  1796, 
in  the  57lh  year  of  his  age. 

There  the  wicked  cease  from 
troubling  and  the  weary  are  at  rest. 


Frances  Maria,  daughter  of  J.  S. 
ib  II.  31  Adams,  died  March  5, 
1833  aged  2  monthes. 


JANE,  daughter  of  J.  &  J. 
ADAMS,  died  August  4,  1817.  Aged 
J  ear. 


PHILANDER.  Infant  son  of  J. 
&  J.  Adams,  died  Sept.  11,  1807. 

Jane,  Daughter  of  J.  &  J.  Adams, 
died  Aug.  4,  1817,  aged  1  year  4 
months  efc  8  days. 

Death  called  Jane  long  before   her 

hour, 
It  calVd  her  tender  soul,   by  break 

of  bliss 
From  the  first  blossom,  from  the  bud 

of  joy 
How  from  the  summit  of  the  grove 

befell, 
And   left  it  unharmonious.  all    its 

cliarm 
Eztinguisht    in  the  xoonder  of  her 

song  ! 


Philander,  Son  o/  J.  cfi  J.  Adams. 
died  Sept.  11,  1807,  aged  11  days. 

Happy  infant,  early  bless'd 
Rest  in  peacefull  slumber  rest 
Early  rescued  from  cares, 
WhicJt,  increase  with  growing  years. 


Our  dear  little  Allie. 

"  Ours  still  in  Heaven. 


MANERVA  widow  of  ELI 
AMES,  ded  March  27,  1S54,  AGED 
56  YEARS. 


ELI  AMES,   DIED  JANUARY 
25,  1849.     AGED  58  YEARS. 
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JENNETT,  daughter  of  ELI  & 
MANERVA  AMES,  DIED  JUNE 
3.  1847,  M.  17  Y'S,  9  M'S. 


ELIZABETH  J.  daughter  of  L. 
&  M.  BABBETT.  died  May  14, 
1850,  Aged  23  years. 


PHEBE  E.,  Daughter  of  J.  &  S. 
Allen,  died  Dec.  16,  1834,  aged  17 
years. 


DEMIS  ARMSTRONG,  daughter 
of   Lewis   &    Mary   Miner,   DIED 
April  7,  1842,  aged  3  Yrs. 
This  lovely  floicer  icas  lent,  not  given. 


This  marble  is  erected  to  the 
memory  of  William  P.  Atwater, 
who  died  Aug.  10,  1823/  in  the  25 
year  of  his  Age. 


Mr.  Thomas  H.  Atwill,  a  cele- 
brated instructor  of  Sacred  Music, 
Died  Jan.  20.  1814;  Aged  50  years. 

When  friends  approach  where  Atwill 

sleeps, 
No  voice,  once  his,  their  souls  can 

cheere  : 
When  music  charms,  then  memory 


And  mourns  for  strai?is  that  ended 

here. 
'Ticas   songs  divine  he  sung  from 

choice, 
' Tis  friendship  bids  his  marble  rise: 
And  friends  still  hope  his  heavenly 

voice 
Now  sings  Redemption  in  the  skies. 

Mr.  Atwill  was  a  common  country 
singing  master  and  led  the  choir  in 
the  Congregational  church.  Taught 
singing  schools  in  the  several  towns 
in  the  county  of  Rutland  during  the 
winter  seasons. 


JANE  wife  o/DYER  BABBITT 
died  Oct  10,  1S31  aged  59  years. 


LAUREN   BABBIT,   died  June 
3,  1836,  ^7.  36. 


MARIA  BABBET  died  Dec.  25, 
1868.     ^E.  68  yrs.  <omo. 


WM.  L.  BABBIT.  Fell  at   Bull 
run  Aug.  29,  1862.     JE.  27. 


an  Infant,  Son  of  Dyer,  and  Jain 
Babbit,  died  Oct.  5.  1812,  aged  9 
days. 


MAHITABLE  S.  daughter  of 
Dyer  &  JANE  BABBITT,  Died 
Feb.  17,  1851,  Aged  48  years. 


DYER   BABBITT    died  Sept  7 
1815  aged  45  years. 


OLIVE  wife  of  David  C  Baker, 
DIED  Sept.  27,  1842,  JE.  32  Yrs. 


AMANDA  daughter  of  Z.  &  B. 
BARBER  died,  Aug.  22  1834  aged 
30  years 


ZIMRI  BARBER.  BORN  in  Tor- 
rington  Con.  May  29,  1773.  DIED 
April  25,  1861. 

what  man  is  he  that  liveth, 
and  shall  not  see  death  f 


SALLY  B.  wife  of  ZIMRI  BAR- 
BER, DIED  June  28,  1854.  aged  63 
Years. 


BETSEY,  wife  of  ZIMRI  BAR- 
BER. DIED  Jan.  2,  1844,  Aged  66 
Yrs.  4  Ms.  &  10  Ds. 
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POLLY  LAKE,  daughter  of Z.  & 
Betsey  Barber,  DIED  Sept.  29,  1839, 
Aged  28  Yrs.  7  Ms.  &  22  Ds. 

FREDERICK  J.  son  o/Fayett  & 
Louisa  O.  BAKNEY,  died  June  30, 
1846,  JE.  2  years  d  2  Mo's. 


George  son  of  Joseph  »fc  Olive 
Barney  died  May  23d.  1809,  aged  6 
months. 

Our  joys  are  fled, 
To  God  who  gave, 
Whose  son  was  dead, 
But  rose  to  save. 


OLIVE  FISHER,  widow  of  Copt. 
Joseph  Barney  Bom  Feb.  11,  1788. 
Died  Sept,  20,  1863. 


Capt     JOSEPH     BARNEY, 
died  15'*  Sept  1827  aged  46  years. 

O'hear  ye  friends  this  warning  voice 

Prepare  to  meet  your  god, 

Let     Christ   the    Saviour    be    your 

choice 
And  walk  the  way  he  trod. 


William  B.  son  of  Joseph  cfc  Olive 
Barney,  aged  9  years  died  July  7. 
1819 


MARY  HALL,  daughter  of  Adna 
&  Fanny  BARROWS,  died  Aug. 
21,  1839  aged  18. 


RALPH  son  of  J.  A.  <b  L  YDIA 
BATES,  died  April  19,  1830  in  his 
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year. 


CHARLES  R.  son  of  D.  LT  Jb  S. 
Bates,  died  March  10,  1839.  ,E  9 
m's  18  d's. 


Sleep  on  sweet  babe  and 
take  thy  rest, 

God  willed  thee  home  he 
thought  it  best. 


ISRAEL  SMITH,  son  of  L.  C.  & 
H.  M.  BECK,  died  October  23,  1829, 
aged  18  months. 


MOLLY  BESSEY DIED  Dec. 
29,  1839,  JE.  94  Yrs. 


In  Memory  of  Mr  Amos  Bird.  Died 
Sep;  16  1772  ^E  30 

"  Death,  like  an  overflowing  stream, 
Sweeps  us  away;  our  life's  a  dream; 
An  empty  tale;  a  morning  flower, 
Cut  down  and  withered  in  an  hour." 
Bird  is  no  more,  he's  numbered  with 

the  dead; 
Dust  &  the  shroud  en  volved  his  head. 
The  above  inscriptions  were  on 
Bird's  monument,  which  was  a  rough 
slab  of  Rutland  county  marble.  The 
town  of  Castleton  in  1842  erected  a 
new  monument  to  Col.  Bird  and 
moved  his  remains  from  the  valley 
south  of  Castleton  Corners  into  tho 
church  yard,  with  appropriate  cere- 
monies. The  monument  consisted 
of  a  square  spire,  cap,  die,  plinth  and 
base;  all  of  Rutland  marble.  The 
following  inscriptions  were  on  it: 

(  On  the  south  side.) 
Castleton  was  Chartered  1761. 
Erected    Oct.    19,    1842,    To    the 
memory  of   Col.  AMOS  BIRD,  by 
Citizens  of  Castleton  and  friends,  as 
a  tribute  of  respect  to  a  worthy  man 
born    in  Salisbury  Conn,   and    died 
Sept.  16,  1772,  aged  30  years. 
(6>/i  the  east  side.) 
Col.  Bird  was  the  first  white  man 
who  asserted    Dominion  in   Castle- 
ton, ichere  he  arrived  in  June  1766. 


He  was  the  first  possessor  of  the  soil 
for  civilization  and  the  first  calld 
to  resign  its  leaving  the  fruits  of  his 
bold  enterprise  to  others. 

{On  the  north  side.) 
The  mortal  remains  of  Col  Bird 
were  first  interred  by  his  direction 
near  nis  duelling  in  the  valley  of 
Bird's  Creek,  two  miles  west  of  this 
place,  and  after  seventy  years,  disin- 
terrd  and  here  entombd,  to  wait  the 
summons  that  awakes  the  dead. 


In  memory  of  Mrs.  Clarry  wife  of 
Perry  D.  Bishop  died  June  2  1831 
aged  27  years. 


ABRAM  son  of  JOHN  tfc 
CLARRISSA  BISHOP,  died 
May  21,  1827  aged  14  days. 


George  A  Vanemburgh  adopted 
Son  of  Joseph  &  Christiana  Bishop 
died  Oct.  19,  1832  Al  3  years. 


LUCINDA  BOLAND,  born  In 
Berlin  Conn.  January  26,  1774. 
DIED  March  1,  1848.  M.  74  Y'rs. 


LOUISA  A.  Daughter  of  Elial  & 
Harriett  BOND  died  July  7„  1826, 
In  her  7,  Year. 

Parents  are  weeping 
While  children  are  sleeping. 
In  their.  Saviours  amies. 


JOHN  BOYCE  died    Oct.    8, 
1831  in  the  26  year  of  his  age. 


CHARLES  HENRY,  son  of  Al- 
meron  &  Alma  N  Branch,  died 
June.  9.  1838  ^E  4  m's  16  d's. 


FREDERICK  DUANE,  son  of 
Aimer  on  &  Alma  N  Branch,  died 
March  31,  1836  uE  1  year  db  14  dys. 


WILLIS  EUGENE  Son  of  Al- 
meron  &  ALMA  N.  BRANCH, 
died  Feb.  9,  1855,  Aged  11  years. 


ALBERT  N.  son  of  ALMERON 
&  ALMA  N.  BRANCH,  DIED 
OCT.  5,  1843,  AGED  22  YEARS. 


ELLEN  ELIZABETH  daughter 

of  Almeron  &  Alma  N.  Branch 
died  March  15,  1841,  M.  5  Mo.  & 
11  Ds. 


COL.  DARIUS  BRANCH,  Died 
May  9,  1851.     Aged  84  years. 

TRYPHENA,  his  wife  Died 
April  3,  1846.     Aged  75  years. 

RUFUS  BRANCH  died  March 
10,  1821  aged  82. 

ABIGAIL,  his  wife  died  May  29 
1835,  aged  93. 

His  dau't.  RUBY,  died  July  16, 
1801,  agedU. 

RUBY  B.  BRANCH  wife  of  G. 
Mason,  died  Dec.  3,  1826,  aged  25. 

her  dau't.  Mary  B.  died  June  2, 
1830.  ^E.  5. 


MARTHA,  daughter  of  F.  cfc  B. 
M.  BROWN  bom  Nov.  20,  1818. 
died  May  7,  1839 


LAURA  II.  daughter  of  F.  &  B. 
M.  BROWN,  Born  April  17,  1821, 
Died  Sept.  21,  1843, 


Mariette,  daughter  of  Freedom  <£• 
Betsey  M.  Brown,  died  August  7, 
1817/  Aged  17  days. 
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BETSEY  M.  Wife  of  FREE-  CHARLOTT  W.  DUEL,  BORN 
DOM  BROWN,  DIED  MAY  25,  AUGUST  14,  1802.  DIED  SEPT. 
1871,  M.  76.  24.  1850. 


FREEDOM      BROWN,     DIED 
SEP.  17,  1840  M.  47. 


Sibbil  P.  daughter  of  Abijah  & 
Lorenda  Brownson;  died  2,  April 
1819,  in  the  3  year  of  her  age. 


Died  May  1st.  1820,  Abijah 
Brovmson,  in  the  10th  year  of  his 
age. 


Died  Ilarch  10th.  1816,  Abijah 
Brownson  Jr.  in  the  32d.  year  of 
his  age. 


Simeon  Brownson  died  August  30 
1808,  aged  21  years. 

The  second  Adam  shall  restore 
The  ruins  of  the  first. 


Mrs.  SALLY  DUEL,  wife  of 
EZEKLEL  B  VEL,  died  June  12th 
AD.  1818.  aged  36  years. 

Here,  icith  her  twin  babes 
She  moulders  back  to  dust. 

If  virtue,  sense  and  worth  could  save, 
The  lovely  from  their  doom  to  die, 
Then  Sally  would  not  deck  the  grave, 
Nor  mourners  wander  here  to  sigh. 
But  memory  long  her  loss  shall  weep, 
And  friendship  mourn  Iter  spirit  fed; 
Yet  Christ  shall  wake  her  clay-cold 

sleep, 
And  raise  her  glorious  from  the  dead. 


EZEKIEL        BUEL  ! 
MARCH  1,  1844.     xE  68. 
Hatter  in  Castleton  Village. 


DIED 


REBECCA,  wife  of  EZEKIEL 
BUEL,  died  Aug.  3,  1846,  ^E.  56 
Yrs. 


RACHEL    BURBANK.     DIED 
Sept.  12,  1843  M.  61  Yrs. 


MARY  daughter  of  B.  &  M- 
BURT  died  1833  aged  2  years  <£  6 
month,s. 


BENJAMIN  BURT,  died  August 
2'  1S34   ^27  38  years. 


In  Memory  of  Isreal  Calkin  Son 
of  Simeon  &  Ruth  Calkin  ;  who 
died  June  27th,  1797,  in  the  24th 
year  of  his  age. 

Death  but  entombs  the  body;  life  the 
soid. 


This  monument  is  erected  to  the 
memory  of  Captain  William  Camp- 
bell, wlio  died  Feb.    11  '*,  1808,  aged 
LXIV. 
Sic;  transit,  gloria  mundi. 


In  memory  of  Mra.  Mary  Camp- 
bell consort  of  Cap'.  William  Camp- 
bell who  departed  this  life  Sep1.  20 
1802.  in  the  63d,  year  of  her  age. 

Stop  here  my  friends  this 

short  inscription  view, 
Death  has  call'd  me  and 

soon  will  call  for  you. 


LEANDER,  only  son  of  BENJA- 
MIN &.  CLARINDA  CARVER, 
died  May  3,  1822;  M.  17  years  &. 
3  months. 
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ELIZABETH,  widow  of  Ben- 
jamin Carver,  died  Dec.  31,  1822. 
Aged  84  years. 

George  C.  Carver;  son  of  Benja- 
min &  Glarinda  Carver,  died  16 
Nov.  1812,  aged  1  year,  Q  months,  & 
4  days.     • 

Oh  !  mournful  hour, 
"When  God  ,  who  gave, 
Cut  down  this  flower 
To  deck  the  grave. 


CLARLND  LEE,  WIFE  OF 
BENJ.  CARVER,  DIED  OCT.  25, 
1855,  M.  8  YRS. 


An   Infant   Son,  of  B.    &  Clare. 
Carver  died  25,  Hay  1807. 

Sweet  babe  at  rest, 
By  Jesus  blest. 


BEN  J.     CARVER     JR.     DIED 
JULY  26.  1849,  AGED  75  YEARS. 


Mr.  Benjamin  Carver,  died  1, 
March  1804,  JE.  75.  To  whose 
memory  this  Marble  is  reared. 

Here  lies  his  body  slumbering  in  this 
cold  retreat 

His  soul  triumphant  walks  the 
Heavenly  street 

So  widisturb'd  in  dust  let  him  in 
peace  remain, 

Untill  the  seventh  trump  shall  reno- 
vate the  same. 

No  rage  of  party  strife  disturbs  this 

peaceful  cell, 
In  Heaven  no  tenets  are  no  sectaries 

can  dwell: 
Leaders  in  church  &  state  this  marble 

caution  take, 
Your  rancrous  party  zeal   do  leave 

for  Heaven  sake. 


This  man  was  always  seeking 
office  both  in  the  church  and  town 
affiairs,  but  was  so  unpopular  that 
he  never  succeeded  in  getting  elected. 
It  seems  that  his  friends  who  erected 
this  monument  and  composed  these 
stanzas,  were  ready  to  give  such  ad- 
vice to  the  living,  as  the  deceased 
never  followed  during  his  life. 

In  Memory  of  M".  Ann  Carter, 
wife  to  David  Carter,  departed  this 
life  Sept.  22"".  1795.  in  the  27tb.Year 
of  her  age. 

Why  all  those  toils  for  triumphs 
of  an  hour?  What  tho  we  wade  in 
wealth,  &  sore  in  fame,  See  every 
station  ends  in  here  She  lies,  &  dust 
to  dust  concludes  the  noblest  SONG 


ANN  ELIZA,  daughter  of  Har- 
vey &  Gratia  Ann  castle,  died 
Nov.  29,  1839,  M.  13  Mo  &  8  Ds. 

In  memory  of  Thomas,  son  of 
Boswell  &  Roxaua  Castle,  who  died 
Feb.  16*  1813;  aged  7  year  &  4 
months. 

Death  is  a  debt  to  nature  due; 
Which  I  have  paid  it  so  must  you 


MARY  BURT  CHAPIN  DIED 
Oct.  31,  1882,  AGED  87  YEARS. 

sacred  to  the  memory  of  HIRAM 
CHENEY  who  came  to  his  death  by 
the  accidental  discharge  of  a  gun, 
Jan.  24,  1819;  aged  36  years. 

This  monument  is  Erected  to  the 
memory  of  a  Father, by  the  son,  who 
was  the  unhappy  cause  of  his  death. 
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This     Marble   is   erected    to    the  No  more  fond  Child,  thy  bloom 

memory  of  Jane  I.  Cogswell,  daugh-  ^Pie • • 

ter   of  Gen.  Eli  &   Jane    Cogswell.  

who  died  26  May,    1809 ;  in  the  19 

year  of  her  age.  This  headstone  was  of  white  marble, 

t  jf  i  7  /    7-r    ,?  but  now  it  is  so  far  pulverized  by  the 

I  am  confin  d  to  Earth,  no  more.  , ,     .,    .    .,      r.  _        •'.   , 

*     „  '     •     ,      ,      i  elements  that  the  stanza  cannot  be 

j?»£  mown*  i»  Aowte  afioue;  decinhered 

2b  bless  the  God  that  I  adore,  aecipnereu.       

And  sing  the  song  Hove. 

__ HANNAH  CLAGHORN.  widow 

In  Memory  of  ABIGAIL,  wife  of   ELEAZER  CLAGHORN.    died 

of  Peter   Cogswell;  who  died  Jan*.  SeVl-  U>  1836  M-  66  yrs- 
12  1807,  in  the  76  year  of  her  age. 

_.,      '      J/r.       ,  '  In    memory  of    REV.  JOHN  E. 

Virtue  shall  Live,  beyond  the  grave.  __  AriTT^T-,-VT        ,        ,.    ,    ~        „. 

'     y  y  CLAGHORN,   who    died    Oct.   21, 

1847.  M.  37  Y'rs. 


JEMIMA  KINNA  Married  to 
SILAS  PEED  1744  TO  Copt. 
JOHN  HALL  1749  TO  Hon. 
SAMUEL  CO  IT  1779  Died  Nov. 
17,  1807  Aet  77. 


ASHER,  first  so?i  to  Joel  &  Pris- 
cillar  Colver,    died   Oct.    27 <\  1795; 
aged  3  years  cfc  9  months. 
How  soon  did  Ae  resign  his  very  dust 

Mr.  Samuel  Couch  died  of  the 
smallpox,  Decy,  3d  AD  1801.  Aged 
33  years. 

Can  youth,  or  helth,  or  riches  save 
The  living  from  their  doom  to  die  ? 
Wisdom  answers  from  the  grave 
Here  you  must  soon  in  silence  lie,; 

Mr.  Couch  took  the  small  pox 
from  a  stranger  who  called  at  his 
house  up  under  Bird's  Mountain. 
Dr.  Samuel  Shaw  attended  him;  and 
carried  the  disease  home  to  his 
daughter,  of  which  she  died. 


In  memory  of  Samuel  Norton  Son 
of  Samuel,  &  Lucenda  Couch  who 
died  Sept.  4,h„  1796  ^E,  21  Months. 


ROSWELL  CLARK,  died  August 
13,  1825,  aged  61  years. 


HANNAH  CLARK,  died  Mar.  6, 
1855,  JE.  86  yrs. 


In  Memory  of  Mr.  Bildad  Clark, 
who  died  March  19'*,  1813  :  aged  56 
years. 

This  stone  shall  distant  ages  shore, 
WJiere   sense,  &  worth,   and  virtue 

sleep; 
Where  mourning  friends  oppressed 

with  woe, 
Delight  to  wander  and  to  weep. 

RUFUS  CLARK,  DIED  March 
20,  1848.  Aged  78  years. 


In  memory  of  Mrs  Hannah  Clark, 
consort  to  General  ISAAC  CLARK, 
who  died  Sept.  2"*.  1789  in  the  34'". 
year  of  her  age. 

Behold  my  friend,  as  you  pass  by, 
As  you  are  now,  so  once  was  I; 

As  I  am  now,  so  you  must  be, 
Prepare  for  death,  &  follow  me. 
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To  the  memory  of  IS  A  AC  CLARK. 
He  toas  an  officer  of  the  Revolution, 
And  late  Colonel  in  the  A  rmy  of  the 
United  States.  He  expired  Jan.  31, 
1822,  Aged  74. 

Col.  Clark  was  chief  judge  of  the 
county  court  from  1807  to  1811. 


HARRIET PnER  ONA  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  CHAS.  P.  and  POLL  Y 
M.  CLARK  Died  Jan  1  1832 
Aged  12  days 

RUFUS  CLARK,  DIED  March 
20,  1848.  Aged  78  years. 

To  the  memory  of  AMIE  CLARK; 
Relict  of  the  late  Col.  ISAAC 
CLARK.  She  expired  August  12. 
1826,  aged  76. 

Nancy  wife  of  Jolin  Crane  died 
June  20rt,  1797  in  the  24.  year  of 
her  age. 


MART,  wife  of  Wm.  CUSHMAN. 
died  .May  3''  1830,  aged  84  years. 


Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Wm. 
Cushman,  who  died  Feb.  19,  AD. 
1813;  in  the  631'  year  of  his  age. 

Blessed  are  the  dead  loho  die  in 
the  Lord. 

DELLNDA.  C.  daughter  of  THOM. 
R.  &  SALLY  DAKE.  died  Nov.  7, 
1831  aged  18  years 

ADOLIN  E  daugh  ter  o/THO  M  AS. 
R.  &  SALLY  DAKE  died  September 
13   1812.  aged  2  months. 


SALLY    wife    of   THOMAS    R. 
DAKE  died  July  15,  1833  aged    44. 


THOMAS     R.     DAKE,     DIED 
March  2,  1752.     Aged  66  years. 


George  Henery  Son  of  Thomas  R. 
&  Sally  Dake  died  Sept  28  1834  M 
15  Mo  &  14  ds. 


Moses  Daniels  died  June  3  1815 
aged  47   years. 


ALTHA  S.  DANA  2xd  daut.  of 
JOHN  MASON  DIED  at  Can^x- 
daigua  N.  Y.  Jan.  24,  1880,  ^E.  85 
Y'rs.  5  Mos. 

Charles  Edward,  An  only  child 
lies  near. 


Martha  wife  of  Alden  Davis  died, 
mar.  27,  1840  JE.  68  yrs. 


ALDEN  DAVIS  DIED  Feb.  26, 
1852  M.  82  yrs. 


MERCY    WEBSTER,    daughter 
of    Wm,    &   MERCY   DENISON, 

died  Dec.  22,  1838;  in  the  13,  year 
of  her  acre. 


LORAINE  ELIZA  daughter  of 
Stephen  II.  &  Maria,  DENISON, 
died  Jan.  9.  1847,  AGE  I)  20  YEARS. 


EBER  DENTSON.  DIED  Sept. 
10,  1850.     Aged  84  yrs. 


HANNAH,  wife  of  EBER  DENI- 
SON, died  Sept.  1,  1836;  aged  65 
years. 
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WAIT.  DEMING.   dL 
1817.  aged  26  years. 

LUTHER.    L.  DEMI 

died. Tii n.  4.  1829,  aged  c 


Hannah   Bryant   was  g 
the  wife  of  Wait  Deruing 
Ashman,  Levi*  Crocker,  a 
Chatrield,  She  died  Dec. 
the  75  year  of  her  age. 


ul  A> 

XG. 
1 1  yea 

succes 
,  Eh 
tid  St 
51.  U 


M.   D. 


JViA^  IPife  of 
ing  died  Augt.  29* 
Years. 


JONATHAN      DEMING 
April.  16,  1836  Aet  80  years. 


died 


{"CATHERINE,  DAUGHTER  OF  M.  & 

M.  DERWIX.  died  March,  26,  1842. 
M  10  yrs.  &  4  mo. 

May  she  rest  in  peace. 


MARY,  daughter  of  M.  &  M. 
Dentin.  {Natives  of  Ireland)  died 
Jan.  14.  1847.     Aged  27   5e«rs. 

May  she  rest  i?i  peace,  A  men. 

AMBROSE,   son-  op   Michael    & 
Mir,,    DEUWIN,    died    Jan.     10, 
1846,  Aged  20  ?/e«r.<.  tf-  9  ilfs. 
J/ay  he  rest  in  peace. 

Mr.  James  Brennan  of  Castleton, 
has  furnished  me  with  the  following 
account  of  the  Derwin  family  : 

The  Derwin  family  consisting  of 
the  widowed  mother,  three  sons  : 
Michael,  Simon  and  Ambrose  and  2 
daughters  Mary  and  Catherine,  the 
latter  a  sweet  little  child  four  or 
five  years  old,  came  to  Castleton 
not  far  from  1*:>>7  ;  they  were  na- 
tives of  the  city  of  Dublin,  Ireland, 
and   had  seen   better  days    in    their 


former  home  where  the  husband 
and  father  had  been  a  well-to-do 
dealer,  and  thev  were  a  refined  and 
educated  family.  Failing  h-ilth 
induced  Mr.  Derwin  to  dispose  of 
his  business  in  Dublin,  and  visions 
of  restored  health  and  agricultural 
wealth  induced  the  city-bred  man 
to  seek  the  shores  of  the  new  world, 
then  as  now  the  beacon  light  of 
Erin's  children.  He  settled  in  Can- 
ada and  bought  a  large  farm  but 
increasing  ill  health  ami  lack  of  ex- 
perience tendered  his  new  vocation 
unprofitable,  in  fact,  a  failure,  and 
he  soon  died. 

The  widow  unable  to  carry  on 
the  farm,  discouraged  and  every 
way  unsuited  with  her  surroundings 
saved  a  trifle  from  the  wreck  of 
what  might  have  been  under  favor- 
able circumstances,  a  comfortable 
competence,  and  with  her  family 
drifted  into  Vermont  and  for  some 
reason  located  in  Castleton.  Mich- 
ael and  Simon  the  two  oldest  sons 
were  painters  by  trade.  Michael  re- 
mained but  a  short  time  around 
Castleton  ;  he  died  many  years  ago 
in  Exeter,  X.  II,  Simon  remained 
with  the  family  here.  They  resided 
for  a  time  in  a  part  ot  -fudge 
Howe's  office  now  the  residence  of 
Miss  Whitloek,  also  in  a  portion  of 
James  McKean's  house,  later  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Thornton,  recently 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  balance  of 
their  tarry  here  they  lived  in  the 
house  with  the  widow  Gridley  now 
the  residence  of  Mrs.  Dr.  Perkins. 
In  1S41-2  an  epidemic  of  malignant 
scarlet  fever  raged  in  this  section  ; 
more  than  one  hundred  young 
people,  mostly  children,  died 
within  the  limits  of  the  town  of 
Castleton,  among  them  sweet  little 
Katie  Derwin. 

Ambrose  learned  the  tailoring 
business  of  David  Wilkinson,  made 
an  excellent  workman  and  was  profit- 
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ably  employed  in  Rutland,  and 
nearly  21  years  old  when  he  was 
taken  violently  sick  and  died  in  the 
house  of  his  employer  in  the  early 
part  of  184(5,  and  was  brought  here 
by  his  sorrowing  mother  for  burial. 
Mary  the  oldest  daughter,  a  gentle 
and  refined  young  woman  had  been 
carefully  educated  in  her  native 
city,  and  in  addition  had  passed 
three  years  at  school  in  Paris,  was  a 
fine  French  scholar  and  quite  accom- 
plished in  drawing  ami  painting;' 
but  a  serious  illness  about  the  time 
her  education  Avas  completed  left 
her  quite  deaf  ;  this  increased  a 
natural  diffidence  and  unfitted  her 
for  teaching  for  which  she  had 
otherwise  the  highest  qualification. 
She  and  her  mother  were  expert  in 
the  use  of  the  needle  and  main- 
tained themselves  by  sewing.  Con- 
stant work  and  confinement  under- 
mined a  constitution  never  any  too 
strong,  and  in  the  early  days  of 
1847  gentle  Mary  succombed  to  that 
unrelenting  malady,  consumption, 
complicated  with  a  disease  of  the 
heart.  She  died  loved  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  her.  Soon 
after  her  death  Mrs.  Derwin  left 
Castleton  and  went  to  reside  with 
her  son  Simon  who  had  located  at 
or  near  Worcester,  Mass.  A  few 
years  ago  she  was  living  at  an  ad- 
vanced age.  Simon  had  married 
and  prospered. 


II.  Dewey.  2E  15  Jl/'s 


'  In  Memory  of  Mr.  Joel 
Drake,  who  died  Feb.  12,  1813/ 
in  the  73/*  year  of  his  Aye. 
Here  rests  the  man  whoaim'din  life 
To  tread  the  path  the  Suveior  trod; 
A  voided  vanity  and  strife, 
And  died  in  j)eace  thro'  faith  in 
God. 


He  was  one  the  owners  of  the 
grist  mill  at  Hydeville,  then  called 
Castleton  Mills". 


GRACE,  icife  of  ALVAN  B. 
DRAKE,  died  Feb.  1G,  1842  aged 
52. 


ALVAN  B.  DRAKE,  died  Dec. 
13,  1841,  aged  51. 


JANE  J.  dnuglitofA.  B.  &  G. 
DRAKE  died  dug.  29,  1827  aged 
17. 


In  Memory    of  Miriam    Drake, 

Who  died  Jan.  24'*,   1S0S  ;    in   the 

41"  year  of  her  age. 

Some  hearty  friend  shall  drop  a 
tear, 

On.  our  dry  bones  and  say  ; 

These  once  ware  strong  as  mine  ap- 
pear, 

And  mine  must  be  as  they. 


Alethear  wife  of  Joel  Drake  died 
Spt  11).  1S34.  in  the  93  year  of  her 
age. 


PIIEBE  PARSONS.  Wife  of 
JOEL  DRAKE,  died  Feb.  26  1849. 
AGED  74  YEARS. 


ARMITTA,  wife  of 
DRAKE.  DIED  DEC.  12 
AGED  74  Years. 


ELI 
1843 


MR.    ELI    DRAKE    died  April 
22rf-  1821.  aged  56  years. 

Where  can  the  mourners  find  relief 
II  At'//,  nuch  a  friend  us  this  departs 
Where  find  a  solace  for  their  grief 
While  memory  swells  their  bursting 
hearts. 
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The  only  balm  to  eas  the  mind 
Is  found  in  grace  ichich   god  sup- 
plies. 
Then  til  his  kindred  be  resigned 
And  strive  to  meet  him  in  the  shies. 


ELIZA  DRAKE,  Died  April  6, 
1834,  ^E  12  fs. 


MARY  ANN  W.  daughH  of  A. 
B.  &  G.  DRAKE  died  Dec  12, 
1833  aged  15. 

Here  lies  the  body  of  Leveret  L. 
Drake,  who  died  April  13.  1819, 
yE  10  months  and  22  days. 

When  I  was  alive 
I  was    as    bright    as   the    morning 

May 
Flower,  I  was  cut  down  and  withered 

in  an  hour. 


EPHRADI  DUDLEY,  Died  May 
16,  1842,  aged  77  years  &  4  Mo. 

ABIGAIL,  wife  of  SAML.  DUN- 
NING, died  Aug.  18,  1841,  aged 
55. 


BENJAMIN  F.  son  of  S.  &  A.  B. 
DUNNING  died  Aug.  11,  1839  JZ. 


la  memory  of  M.r  Andrew  Dun- 
ning died  April  9."'  1796  in  the  53rd 
Year  of  his  age. 

Here    lies    the   Relic   of   a    worthy 
friend, 
A  pointed    Monitor    to    all    man- 
kind 

With  echoing   accents  raising   from 
the  ground, 

Saying  prepare  to  those  who    stand 
around: 


Prepare  for  death  Prepare  to  follow 
me, 
As  I  am  now  so  shortly  you   must 
be. 


Jarusha  wife  of  Stephen  D  Ea- 
ton db  Daughter  of  Deacon  Jesse 
Churchill  of  Wealhersfield  Connect- 
icut died  Dec.  23"'  1803 :  in  the  43 
year  of  her  a</e. 

Why  lovely  friend  indulge  that  tear 
Why  trembling  view  my  dark  abode 
Tlbo''    you    with    me    must    moulder 

here 
Yet    faith    can    wing    the   soul    to 

GOD. 


Daniel  M.  Eaton,  Son  of  Oliver 
&  Roxaua  Eaton,  died  Jan.  31'' 
1812  y  aged  1  year. 

They  rest  in  Jesus,  and  are  blesx'd, 
How  sweet  their  slumbers  are. 
From    sufferings     &     from     pains 

rele's'd 
And  freed  from  every  snare. 


In  memory  of  DANIEL  EA- 
TON, who  died  June  13,  1790  ; 
Aged  58. 


Also  RE  BECK  AH,  wife  of 
DANIEL  EATON,  who  died 
June  22,  1S25  ;  Aged  88. 

Once  sprightly  and  gay, 

Then  decriped  and  gray, 

Now  mouldring  to  clay, 

To  be  raised  at  the  last  great  day. 


PIIILO  EATON.  Born    Aui 
1804.  Died  Oct.  13,  1^45.       '  * 


2:;. 


CHAUNCY  P.  son  of  PIIILO 
and  ALMIRA  EATON.  DIED 
April  10,  1851.  M.  20  Yrs. 


106 

STEPHEN    D.    EATON    DIED  And  soon  fe  your  bosom  the  Keepers 
March  19,  1848  Aged  81  Years.  will  lay. 

STEPHEN  0    Son    of   M     &■    O  FriencU  °fmV  youth  ye  are  hasting 

EATON  (fotf  _w-   6   IS33    4,/    k  ,.  , 

7  ,J,i    -*"•    b  &rav  ts  there  room  in  the  chambers 

V   Ztt^^  of  day. 

EATON  <fotf  Jfay  1  1'   1833   ^    1  Say  is  there  room  in  the  green  cur- 
Vear-  tain  bed. 


XORIIAXsonofM.d  S.  Ea-  GEORGE    R.    EATON,     DIED 

ton-  dual    Oct.     10,     1834    aged    4      JULY  3,  1842  iE.  25  Yr« 
months. 


PKorn  f  rmv           ;         *r  J>*  mewwy   °/"  ADALINE.  wife 

,     ^(  >       •   ;V  ?    I  7*  *°         f'  <""G-  W-  MASON.   c0    *«i^«.  o/ 

7i  ™'                  w  2tenW  cb  Nancy  Eat°n-  died  s*pt- 

iT%      7.                    .  15,  1838. '^32  T's&Qm. 

Hie   Lord   is    rug  portion,   saith  

mysoal;   therefore  will  I  hope    in  „  r<  ^  ,  *r  <      ■* 

him.  BOX  ANA  wife  of    Oliver   Ea- 

ton  &  Daughter  of   Gershom  Moul- 

ABIGAIL.  wife  of   ENOCH  EA-  ton,  died  Aug.    15.1812   in  the   27. 

TON.  Died  Oct.  29,  1S57.  Aged  88,  Vmr  °J  her  Affe- 

Years.  Meet  for  the  fellowship  above 

■ —  She  heard  the  call,  "  arise  my  love:  " 

LUCY,      duCr      of     J     <£•    S  " I come"  her  dlJinff  l<>oks  replied, 

STATIA,  adopted  dau'r  of  8.  D.  <&  And  !'fb   lik*>   «*   her  Lord  she 

S.  EAT  OX,    Bom   Feb.    16,    1822  

died  Sept.  8.  1838. 

Lite,    wife  of    Cap.    Stephen  D. 


LUCYH.  daughter  of   G.    R.    &  Eaton,  died  Oct.  8.  1814;  in  the  41 

C.  II.   Eaton,   died   Oct.    25.    1846,  year  of  her  age. 

aged  6  gears,  <£  7  Mo.  ^0U}  done  wlth  aU  oelow  the  sun, 

She      shines     before     the    brightest 

&  LOUIS   EAION.    died  Dec.    o,  Her  views  divine,  her  bliss  complete. 

1829,  in  the  21,  year  of  his  age.  

Lips,  I  have  kiss\l,  ye  are  faded,  cb  The  last  remains  of  Sally    Eaton 

JT    c?ld'   ,  .  ,  Daughter  of  Stephen  D.  &  Jerusha 

Jlands,  1  /iucl  u/LSsd,    >/>     are    cue-  ,,  _.    ,    , 

er'd  with  mould,  ^ato,>  Died  APr  i3  AD-  1802 

Form,     I  hare    clasp' d,    thou    art  Death  is  .a  debt  from  All' tis  Due 

moulder 'd  away,  Which  I  have  paid  and  so  must  you 
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Born  No*  9th  AD.  1789  JE  13th 
year. 

This  grave  stone  is  a  rough  un- 
polished slab  of  green  slate, 
smoothed  on  one  side  for  the  in- 
scription. It  was  engraved  with  a 
jackkuife. 


ELIZABETH  D.  daughter  oj 
Elihu  &.  M.  EATON  died  July  31. 
1825  ^E.  28  Years. 

Blessd  are  the  dead  that  die   in  the 
Lord. 

Olive,  wife  of  JIilo  Eaton,  died 
Augt,  21,  1829.  aged  23  years. 


ENOCH     EATON    Jr.    son    of 
ENOCH    &    /'BIG AIL    EATON. 

died  /Sept.  25,  1828  aged  31  years 


GILBERT  EATON,  DIED  Sept. 
25,  1832,  Aged  35  Years. 


Mrs.  Louis  icife  of  Mr.  Emerson 
Farmer,  died  April  18,  1821  ; 
Aged  41  gears. 

This  monument  is  raised,  as  a 
sacred  testimonial  of  her  husband's 
affection. 


Capt.  PETER  FISHER,  died 
Deo.  10,  1S39  In  the  82  year  of  his 
age. 

This  languishing  head  is  at  rest  ; 
It's  thinking  and  aching  are  o'er  ; 

Ti  is  quiet,  immovable  breast, 
Is  heav'd  by  affliction  no  mure. 

OLIVE,  widoio  of  PETER 
FISHER  ds  daughter  of   B.   &   K 

Career,  died  Aug,  17,    1813,  JE.   83 
Yrs.  4  Ms.  d>  15  days,  .__  ., 


Amazing  scenes  of  bliss  or  woes, 
Death  will  to  ev,ry  one  disclose, 
Engross,d  by  any  thing  beside 
Tlie  soul ;  the  body  to  provide. 


JULIA  COLT,  wife  of  LEON- 
ARD FISK  DIED  July  30,  1*41. 
aged  36  years 

"Be  ye  also  ready." 


OH  !  RELENTLESS  DEATH. 

JiVMemory  of  Mra,  Araie  Fitch 
widow  of  Col.  Eleazer  Fitch  late  of 
Windham  in  the  state  of  Connecti- 
cut who  died  August  25th  1799  in 
the  73d  year  of  her  age. 

Let  those  who  read  this  inscrip- 
tion remember  death. 

CONSTANTINE  H.  FLAGG. 
born  at  Wilmington  Vt.  May.  1. 
1809.  died  Castletou  Nov.  21,    18y_>. 

His  friends  are  far  he  sleejys  alone: 
JYo     kindred's    dust    is    near    him 

strown  ; 
JS'o  brothers  voice,  no  sisters  sigh's 
Tell  it  here  love's  buried,  treasure  lies 


In  31emory  of  A.  Tracy,  son  of 
Luther  &  Mercy  Frisby,  who  died 
Oct.  18th  1797.  iE.  1   years. 

A  morning  flower  cut  down  d' 
withered  in  an  hour. 

.MERCY,  wife  of  LUTHER 
FRISBY  DIED  Apl.  25,  181-',  jE. 
49  years.  Erected  by  her  Son  N.  T. 
FRISBY. 


DANIEL  FROST 
1837  aged  20  y's  3  m 


died   Oct.   14, 
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roxana.  widow  of 
abram  gage.  died  mar.  1868 
.e.  75. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Cyrus  & 
Mercy  Gates,  died  July  6,  1795,  in 
the  1.2,'*  year  of  her  age. 


Mary,  daughter  of  Cyrus  <£ 
Mercy  Gates;  died  Dec,m  1795; 
aged  3  days. 


Ciarrissa  daughter  of  Cyrus  & 
Mercy  Gates,  died  Feb.  27,'"  1813; 
in  the  13'"  year  of  her  age. 

Nathan,  son  of  Cyrus  «£  Mercy 
Gates  died  July  22,  1794;  aged  9 
days. 


Cyrus,  son  of  Cyrus,  cfi  Mercy 
Gates,  died  Nov.  12,'"  1799;  in 
his  5'"  year 


Mercy,  daughter  of  Cyrus  & 
Mercy  Gates  died  July  6,'"  1793.  in 
her  2,*d  year.. 


Walter  Raleigh,  son  of  Walter 
JR.  <£  Frances  Gilkey.  born  15 
April,  1825;  died  July  30,   1826. 

Mary  wife  of  Samuel  Gilhs, 
died  No o:  25,'"  1810,  in  the  53/  year 
of  her  age. 


Samuel     Gillis,    died  Sept.    IV 
1810,  in  the  56"',  year  of  his  age. 


In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Gilmore,  Relict  of  Mr.  Jonathan 
Gihnore,  who  died  Oct.  28.  1808  ; 
aged  71  years. 


She  was  an  early  professor  of  re- 
ligion &  adorned  her  profession  by 
an  exemplary  life  arid  conversa- 
tion. 

We  mount  the  stage  of  life, 
Prove  actors  in  the  scene; 
Soon  close  the  short  account, 
Of  threescore  years  and  ten. 


MR.  JONATHAN  GILLMORE 

whose  pious  and  exemplary  lite  ter- 
minated^ in  a  happy  and  triumphant 
death  March  30'"  1799,  in  the  71" 
year  of  his  age. 

The  sculptured  stone  in   vain   essays 
Thy  worth  dear  Gillmore  to  impart 
An  epitaph  of  nobler  praise 
Is  written  on  the  feeling  heart 
Yet  ah  !  accept  this  marble  aid 
Thy  virtuous  memory  to  save 
For  soon  that  record  must  be  laid 
Beside  thee  in  the  silent  grave. 

Mr.  Gilmore  lived  in  the  town  of 
Ira  high  up  on  the  south  side  of 
the  mountain.  The  high  moun- 
tain on  the  north  side  of  Cas- 
tleton  River  valley  in  that  town 
still  bears  his  name. 


Foerts,  Son  of  James  <£  Sally 
Glass,  died  July  4.  1810;  aged  15 
Months  &  H  days. 

Those  lovely  charmes 
That  deck'd  thy  face, 
A  Saviour's  arms 
May  yet  embrace. 


Sally  Gleason  died  Sep.  5.    1813; 
Aged  26  years. 

Pause  here,  and  count  thy  days, 
And  if  they  fee  too  fast, 
For  thy  sail  thoughts  to  count, 
Count  every  day  the  last. 
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HENRY  J.  PERRY  Son  of  Sal- 

oma  Gould,     oiko   .lane    11,    1851. 
JE  17  Yrs  cfi  6  ms. 
Far  from  a  world  of  grief  and  sin, 
Eternally  with  God  shut  in. 

CAPT.      MOSES     GODDARD, 
died  Jan.  5'$  1S09  ;  aged   53   years. 

Adam  offending  brought  the  fall  ! 
Christ  obaying  ra>isom''d  all ! 


Sacred  to  the  dead. 

In  memory  of  a  son,  of  John  and 
Chloe  Goodwin,  who  died  March  6; 
1807  •  aged  4  mo.  ct*  1  1  days. 

In  memory  of  George  Henry, 
son  of  John  and  Chloe  Goodwin.) 
who  died  Aug.  3,  1823  ,•  Aged  1 
year  &  5  mo. 

Sacred  to  the  memory    of  JOHN 
GOOD  WIN  Esq.  who  died  April 
7,  1827/  Aged  47  years. 
Farewell  to  pain,  and  worldly    care, 
Farewell    to   friends,    and  partner 

dear  ; 
Heave  you  for  a  mansion  where, 
No   pains   afflict  —  no   grief,   nor 

tears. 


FREDERICK.  A.  son  of  IRA 
&  LYDIA  GORIIA3I  died 
March  14,  1832  aged  11  m.o'  14 
days. 


HELEN  31.  daughter  of  IRA 
<t-  LYDIA  A.  GORHAM,  died 
Nor.  26,  1833,  aged  3  months  &  12 
days. 

L  YD  T  \  A  UG  US T.  1 ,  wife  of 
IRA  GO  It  HAM,  died  April  3, 
1834  -  in  the  36  year  of  her  aye. 


Daniel  Humphrey,  son  of  Jerod 
<fc  Asenath  Gorham,  died  Nov.  3. 
1815,  in  the  24  year  of  his  Age. 

This  lasting  marble  shall  declare, 

What  sense  and  worth  have  ended 
here 

Where  mourning  friends  will  long  re- 
pair, 

To  ease  their  anguish  with  a  tear. 

EDWIN  T.  son  of  EDMUND  & 
MERCY  GORHAM.  died  April  2, 
1836  aged  8  yrs. 

EDWIN  T.  2d  son  of  EDMUND 
&  MERCY  GORHAM.  died  April 
14,  1837  aged  8  mo. 

O  if  parental  care  could  save 

Two  lovely  sons  that  was    doomed 

to  die. 
Those  virtues  would  seek  the  Grave 
Nor  their  lively  forms  here   mould- 
ing lie. 


DANIEL  HUMPHREY,  son 
of  IRA  <£•  LYDIA  A.  GOR- 
II A  31,  died  July  30,  1S34;  aged 
13  years  <b  24  days. 


GEO.  M.  GORHAM  son  op  IRA 
&  LYDIA  GORHAM.  BORN 
JULY   13,    1S24  :    DIED   DEC.    1, 

1849. 


IN  memory  of  ASENATH,  wife 
of  Jared  Gorham,  died  April  25, 
1844,  in  the  80,  year  of  her  age. 


In    memory    of   Jared   Gorham, 
who  died  Dec.    25    1824,    Aged   62 
ye  .  rs 
TjO  !     JBetlt'leni's    s'ar    illumes     the 

darksome  tomb, 
Foretells  the  glories  of  the  world  to 

come  : 
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Life  follows  death,  t&  bliss   succeeds 

to  icoe  ; 
Who  diet  to  live,  mast    line    to  die 

below. 


Ellon  Ma.ei.ui  daughter  of  S  .M. 
&  R  A.  Granger  died  Jane  22, 
1832  aged  6  years, 


Olive,  Daugh.  of  Noadiah  & 
Rachel  Granger,  died  March  23, 
1814  y  aged  4  gears. 

Frail  as  a  flower, 

Our  children  fall, 

Beneath  the  power 

That  formed  us  all. 

Wm,  Cullen  Died  Oct.  11,"'  1804  ; 
aged  16  months.   Marcia    Died   fan, 
25*   1807,  aged   2L    digs.     Children 
of  S.  J;  B.  'Gridleg. 
Before  we  ceased  to  drop  a  tear, 
These  infan.t,s  tombs  to  view, 
Death  drop'd  his  dread  comtnissio/i 

here, 
And  seiz\l  our  Cullen  too  ! 
Life's  cruel  foe  again  returned 
And  aim'd  at  Marcia's  charms, 
A       weeping        mother's     fondness 

spurred, 
And  snatch' d  them  from  her  arms. 


Philenia  died  March    12th,    1799. 

Alfred  April  6th,  1800.  Children 
of  S.  &  B.  Gridley.  Each  aged 
35  days. 

Here  wrapt  in  mournful  sleep, 
Two  Infant's  relics  lie; 
Whose    deaths    Alas     bid    Parents 

weep 
And  taught  them 'they  must  die. 
But  had  their  days  been  years, 
Perhaps  by  sorrow  led, 
They  might    have  view'd  the  tomb 

with  tears 
And  mourn'd  their  kindred  dead. 


Deacon  EBER  GRID  LEY, 
died  March  I"  AD.  1821;  Aged 
45  gears. 

Tears,  cease  to  flow/ 

Ye  melted  mourners  know. 

Your  friend  has  passed  the   set  of 

woe, 
His  end  wns  peace  : 
His  footsteps  trace  ; 
Desire  that  heaoeidg  grace. 
That   filled  his    soul',    shone    on    his 

face, 
So  grief  shi.ll  cease 

He  was  a  very  devout  man  ami 
an  active  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church. 


Aziriah     Griswold,    died    August 
17,  1323,-  Aged  66. 

'Though  in  the  ground  mi/  body  lies, 
And  the  cold  clods  are  o'er  it  prest, 

M'/  soul  has  soar'd  above  the  skies, 
Thereto  enjoy  Eternal  rest. 


JAMES  C.  GRISWOLD,  DIED 
Sept.  24,  1342  ;  aged  27  years. 

He  became  insane  and  drowned 
himself  in  Lake  Boraoseen. 

POLLY  wife  of  CALVIN 
GRISWOLD  died  April  2,  1832 
aged  52. 

Till   to     its   cen'cr,  this    nast   planet 
shakes, 

And  the  arr/i  tngePs  trump  proclaims 
aloud, 

Arise  come  forth  the  glorious  morn- 
ing braks, 
Which  night  and  death    again  shnll 
never  cloud. 


CALVIN      GRISWOLD       Did 
Dec.  25,  1SG3,  M  84. 


Ill 
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oscab,  son  of  D.  <£•  E  GRIS- 
WOLD,  died  May  15.  1838  JE  2  y 
6  m  11  ds. 


ELSA.,  wife  of  HARVEY  GRIS- 
WOLD,  Died  Dec.  14,  1847.  JE.  40 
Yrs. 


Olive,  wife  of  Azariah    Griswold, 
died  April  5,  1823  ;  Aged  63. 
Dear  Children,  why  thus  flow   your 

tears, 
Why  thus  with    sorrow    swelh   your 

breast, 
I've    number'd    out    my     tiresome 

years, 
My  pains  are  o'er  and  I'm  at  rest. 


SOLOMON  GUERNSEY  Died 
Jan.  5'*,  1789.     Aged  46  years. 

The  Saint's  belief 
Outlives  the  tomb. 

He  was  the  first  merchant  in  Cas- 
tleton.  He  built  the  brick  house 
where  the  Bomoseen  House  now 
stands,  and  dug  the  well  just  west 
of  the  building.  He  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut. 


SELAII  GRIDLEY  M.  D.  born 
April  26,  1709.  died  June  26,  1854, 

S  OL  OMON  K.    G  UERNSEY 

Born  Sept.  23,  1798  ;  Died  May  6, 
1821.  A  beneficiary  Student  for 
the  GOSPEL* Ministry. 

A  pause  in  time, 

For  nobler  themes  above. 


SYLVANUS  GUERNSEY,  DIED 

April  3,  1855.  M.  87. 

Mr.  Guernsey  was  born  in  Bethle- 
hem, Conn.,  Oct.  7,  1767,  but  came 
from  Litchfield,  Conn.,  to  Castlcton 
when  a  young  man.  He  was  a 
wheelwright  and  cabinet  maker.  He 
made  flax  and  wool  spinning  wheels 
in  Castleton  for  many  years. 


IN  memory  of  two  Infant  twin's, 
Son's  of  David  cb  Deborah  Hale, 
died  Nov  13'"  1809 


In  memory  of  two  Infant  twins. 
Dauy liters  of  David  <£'  Deborah 
Hale,  died  apr  ill"1  IS  11 


SARAH  GUERNSEY  died    Oct.  Lucy,  daughter  of  David  &    De- 

6»   1804.  aged  59  years.  borah  Hale  died  March   11,'"  1813; 

Tho'  grace    the    just    their    friends  aged  1  year  &  5  days, 

shall  meet,  . 


Where  transport  never  dies  ; 

Where    JESUS'1  Smiles    make    joy 

complete 
And  love  outlives  the  skies. 


In  Memory  of  John  C.  Hall,  who 
died  in  Albany  Feb.  12/"  1813  ;  In 
the  25,'*  year  of  his  Age. 


SELAH  GRIDLEY  M.  D.  born 
July  6,  1767.  dikd  1827.  buried 
at  Exeter  N.  H. 

BULAH  LANGDON,  wife  of 
3 


NANCY,  wife  of  ELI  AS  HALL, 
DTED  FEB.  28,  1796,  Aged  38 
Years. 
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MARY,  wife  of  ELIAS  HALL, 
DIED  FEB.  14,  1846,  Aged  88 
Years. 


LIUT.  ELIAS  HALL  DIED 
JUNE  10.  1848,  Aged  94  Years. 

He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  promoted  to  a 
lieutenant.  He  and  his  younger 
brother  were  taken  prisoners  by  the 
British  and  taken  to  Tieondevoga, 
but  soon  after  made  his  escape. 
His  remains  were  interred  with  mil- 
itary honors. 

JOHN  HALL  Gapt.  of  the  mili- 
tia in  Castleton  KILLED  In  an  in- 
vasion by  the  British  JUL  T  6, 
1777  In  the  55,  Year  of  his  age. 

Death  did  not  take  place  till  Au- 
gust 6  1777.  He  was  killed  by  a 
scouting  party  of  British  soldiers  and 
Indians  sent  out  by  Col.  Baum, 
about  one  half  mile  east  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Castleton,  where  the  old 
stockade  fort  was  afterwards  built. 
He  was  born  in  Plain  field,  Conn.,  in 
1727  ;  and  came  to  Vermont  about 
1775. 


Sacred  to  the  memory  of  MARY 
ANN  HART  only  child  of  Nathan- 
iel Hart  Esqr.  who  died  Aug.  31 
1824.     aged  18  years. 

Too  pure  for  earth, 
To  Heaven  has  flown  ; 
And  left  her  friends  to  moan,. 
On  the  urn  are   engraved  the   fol- 
lowing   words  :     "  Weep    not    fur 
me." 


OLIVIA  daughter  of  GIDEON 
HART.  Conn,  died  May  14,  1880, 
aged  23  years. 


In  Memory  of  Mv.  Ehenez 
Hartwell,  who  died  April  2,'"'  381- 
aged  67  years. 

Here    lies    my    kind    companU 

dear, 
A  mouldering  back  to  clay; 
For  death,  on   him    has   laid   I, 

hand, 
And  summonds  him  airay. 
But  thro"1    the    goodness    of    t 
Lord, 

I  trust  /h's  won  the  prize  ;  

Let  Angels  guard  h  is  sleeping  dti 
Till  Jesus  bids  it  rise. 


JANE  McLEAN. 
NATHANIEL  HART. 
15.  1776.     Died  Oct.  4, 


wife      of 

LOVISA.     wife       of 

.]<> 

Born    July 

HAWKINS,      died   Sept 

O) 

1853. 

aged  75  years. 

JEPI1 


In  memory  of  NATHANIEL 
HART,  who  died  July  18,  1847, 
JE.  82  years  &  2  mo. 

He  was  one  of  the  preceptors  of  the 
Rutland  County  Grammar   School 

MARY  wife  o/XATU,L  HART. 

died    March      13.     1SG0.    aged     53 
years. 


JOSEPH  HAWKINS  du 
14  1835  agedlG  years. 


Sally,  Daughter  of  Zechariah  it 
Sally  Hawkins,  died  Dec.  2d  1S07: 
aged  7  weeks  cO  4  days. 

Thus  fades  the  flower  nipt 

by  the  frozen  gale. 
Tho'  once  so  sweet 

so  lovely  to  our  eyes. 


.  I 
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SALLY  wife  of  ZECHARIAH 
HAWKINS  died  Nov.  3  1822  in 
her  44'  year. 


MARVIN  J.  Son  of  J.  I.  &  Ada- 
line  HEWITT,  died  Sept.  24,  1845, 
.£'.17  Mos  ct  6  Ds. 

JOHN  D.'Son  of  J.  I.  &  Ada- 
line  HEWITT,  died  March  1,  1839, 
^.  1   FV.  2  Mo  &  6  Z>.y. 


GEORGE  WELLS  son  of  L. 
Wells  &  Helen  M.  HIBBARD, 
died  Aug.  27,  1848,  Aged  13 
months. 

God's  will  be  done. 


EMILTNE,  Daughter  of  E.  & 
E.  A.  Higley,  Bom  Sept.  22,  1810, 
Died  Jane  2U,   1817. 

Her    opening    morn,   serene    and 

bright, 
Once   smiVd,    and  promised  long 

delight : 
Soon   death,    in   darkness,    veiled 

her  day, 
And  swept  her  tender  life  away. 


Columbus,  third  son  of  Erastus 
<C-  Esther  A.  Higley,  died  April.  12, 
1815/  Aged  1  year  cb  8  months. 

He  peaceful  steps, 
Affection  weeps  ; 
JESUS  will  come, 
And  rend  the  tomb. 


Esther  Higley,  Relict  of  Dea. 
Brewster  Higley,  Die<l  at  Tinmmith 
Sep.  28.  1812  ;  Aged  73  years. 

Released    from  sin,  from  2^ain,  <X' 

care, 
The  soul  exulting   leaves    her   clay 


And    soars    above    to      JESUS 

where, 
His    glory    beams    ETERNAL 

Day. 

ESTHER  ANN,  third  daughter 
of  E.  &  E.  A.  HIGLEY,  bom 
Jan.  25,  1808  ,•  died  March  4, 
1825. 

LEAVITT  NELSON  Son  of 
H.   0.  ct  S.     G.    HIGLEY   Lorn 

Sept.     19.    1836.      Died    Nov.    20. 
1837. 

The  Lord  hath  taken  array. 


Rev.  NELSON  HIGLEY  horn 
Oct.  6,  1803  died  March  19,  1832 

Deacon  BREWSTER  HIG- 
LEY Was  born.  in  Simsbury 
(Con.)  March  14"'  AD.  1735.  Died 
April  11'*  1805. 

We  mount  the  stage  of  life, 
Prove,  actors  in  the  scene, 
Soon  close  the  short  account 
Of  three  score  years  and  ten: 
But  when  the  trumpet's  sound 
Aicakes  the  sleeping  dust, 
Eternal  youth  will  crmrn 
The  triumph  of  t fie  just. 
Miss    Emma    Higley    of    Middle- 
burv,  Vt.,  a  irvent  granddaughter  of 
Dea.  Brewster  Higley  has  furnished 
the  following  account  of  him  and  his 
family  : 

Brewster  Higley  was  horn  in 
Simsbury,  Conn.,  March  3d.  1735. 
He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Dea. 
Brewster  Higley,  who  was  the  eld- 
est son  of  Brewster  Higley,  tho 
third  sun  and  iii'tii  child  ot  Capt. 
John  Higley.  one  of  the  original 
settlers   of  Simsbury.      Gapt.    John 
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is  mentioned  in  the  charter  of   the 

town  signed  by  Gov.  Treat,  "11th 
of  May  10^-3,  by  virtue  of  power  to 
me  granted  by  our  late  Soverign 
Lord,  King  Charles  the  Second  of 
Blessed  memory  !  " 

Capt.  John  had  settled  in  Sims- 
bury,  in  1680,  bought  a  farm  of 
Capt.  Wolcott,  and  the  house  where 
his  son  Gov.  Roger  Wolcott  was 
born.  Afterwards  Gov.  Jonathan 
Trumbull,  a  grandson  of  Capt.  Hig- 
ley was  born  in  the  same  house. 
This  honse  and  farm  were  the  early 
home  of  Brewster  1st,  2nd  and  3d, 
and  here  each  brought  his  bride. 
The  last  marriage  is  thus  set  forth 
in  the  town  records  of  Simsbury: 

"Ap.  7,  A.D.  1757  Brewster  Hig- 
ley  the  3d,  son  of  Brewster  Higley 
the  2nd,  and  Esther  Owen  daughter 
of  John  Owen  and  Esther  Humph- 
rey Owen  his  wife  were  joined  in 
marriage  by  John  Humphrey  Esq 
Their  grandfather's  name  is  Brew- 
ster, and  grandmother's  name  Es- 
ther. Their  father's  name  is  Brew- 
ter,  and  mother's  name  Esther,  so 
that  there  are  three  generations 
from  grandfather  and  grandmother 
to  grandson  and  granddaughter  all 
of  one  name  for  male  and  one  name 
for  female  :  three  generations  all 
living  !  May  the  divine  blessing 
rest  on  them  and  theirs  V>  the  latest 
posterity  !  "  The  town  clerk  was  the 
good  Deacon  and  Judge  Owen  the 
father  of  the  bride. 

Besides  the  farm  Brewster  Higley 
had  charge  of  a  saw  mill,  cider,  and 
cider  brandy  distillery  ;  was  consta- 
ble and  tax  collector.  Then  as  the 
days  of  minute  men  came  around  he 
kept  the  roll  of  those  present  at 
each  training  day  and  the  fines  due 
for  absence  and  for  not  bringing 
guns  in  order,  etc. 


His  own  name  is  on  this  roll,  and 
carefully  folded  in  a  large  book  is 
a  commission  as  ensign  with  Gov. 
Trumbull's  signature  .bated  25th 
Sept.  1777,  and  an  accompanying 
record  of  service  in  the  campaign 
that  ended  with  Burgoyne's  surren- 
der. 

How  his  interest  in  the  Vermont 
Colonies  was  first  awakened  we  can 
but  conjecture. 

An  intimate  friend,  Capt.  Noah 
Phelps,  was  in  the  Connecticut 
Company  that  came  with  Arnold  to 
Castleton,  and  held  the  famous 
Council  of  War  on  the  Village 
Green,  before  the  taking  of  Ticon- 
deroga. 

The  oldest  son  is  said  to  have 
been  with  Ethan  Allen  in  the  Can- 
ada expedition  in  the  summer  and 
fall  of  1775  ;  and  so  we  conjecture, 
he  might  have  been  one  of  the  fifty 
who  came  up  with  Phelps  to  help 
take  Ticonderoga. 

Mrs  Hitrley's  sister  Theresa  mar- 
ried Noah  Smith,  and  they  came 
to  Manchester,  Vermont,  in  1715. 

In  October,  1778,  Brewster  Hig- 
ley bought  of  Ephriam  Buel  a  farm 
of  323  acres,  bounded  east  by  the 
farm  of  George  Foote's;  south  by 
Gershom  Lake's;  west  by  Samuel 
Moulton's;  north  by  Whitlock  Hill. 
There  was  standing  on  it  a  rude  log 
cabin.  Twelve  hundred  pounds  was 
the  price  paid  for  this  home  in  the 
wilderness,  the  next  year  after 
Burgoyne's  invasion  with  its  attend- 
ant tory  and  Indian  outrages. 

In  May  of  1779,  the  family  went 
up  and  took  possession.  We  must 
stop  and  look  at  them.  Brewster 
forty-four  years  of  age,  in  the  prime 
of  his  manhood,  six  feet  tall  and 
broad  shouldered,  high  forehead, 
high  cheek  bones,  keen  eyes,  strong, 
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stern  face,  clear  headed,  brave,  with 
a  tender  heart  that  lie  must  keep 
under  and  was  a  little  ashamed  of. 
Mrs.  Higley,  forty;  Brewster  the 
eldest  son,  just  twenty  ;  Louise 
seventeen,  a  brave,  bright  witted 
and  intelligent  girl,  the  pet  and 
comrade  of  her  brother  ;  Anne  the 
timid  one  of  trtie  band,  fifteen;  Zil- 
pah,  thirteen;  Delight,  ten;  Eras- 
tus,  seven;  Esther  not  quite  four, 
and  Iola  the  yearling  baby. 

The  family  goods  and  chattels 
were  packed  in  ox  carts,  Mrs.  Hig- 
ley  and  Louise  rode  horses  and  car- 
ried the  younger  children  in  their 
arms,  and  on  pillions  behind.  The 
elder  children  walked  with  their 
father  and  two  nephews  Amasa 
Alard  and  John  Case. 

When  the  roads  became  im- 
passable for  the  loaded  carts, 
Brewster  sent  his  son  on  with  the 
mother  and  children,  to  guide  them 
on  to  the  journey's  end,  and  bring 
back  the  horses  to  help  with  the 
loads.  But  after  they  had  gone 
his  imagination  suggested  so  many 
possible  perils,  that  he  walked  the 
whole  night  and  overtook  the  party 
just  as  they  were  mounting  their 
horses  for  the  next  day's  journey. 
Louise  was  the  first  to  discover  him 
and  relates  how  her  heart  was  light- 
ened as  she  saw  him  leaping  from  one 
fallen  log  to  another  and  answered  his 
cheery  "  hallo.'" 

The  Castleton  account  book  be- 
gins with  the  entry  "June  1779,  for 
two  bushels  of  wheat,  £15  (50  dol- 
lars) George  Foote."  $25,00  a 
bushel  for  seed  wheat  ! -!  "Ten 
pounds  of  flour  Is.  8</.,"  is  the  next 
entry;  then  "a  busliel  of  Indian 
corn  'Is.  Grf."  Under  date  of  May 
1780,  we  find  this  significant    entry: 


"Nehemiah    Hoyt,    Dr.       To    four 

shillings  cash  fer  wolves." 

And  so  the  new  house  is  begun. 
A  larger  log  house  was  soon  built 
which  Mrs.  Caswell  remembers  as 
standing  behind  the  old  red  house 
in  her  childhood  days.  It  was  built 
in  1795. 

The  well  and  spice  apple  tree  are 
all  that  now  (1N86)  remain  on  the 
spot  of  this  first  house  in  the  wild- 
erness, although  we  have  various 
and  sundry  articles  that  were 
brought  from  Connecticut  with 
them.  The  book-case  and  some  of 
the  books,  some  crockery,  the  gun, 
apothecary  scales,  etc.  The  seed  of 
the  spice  apple  tree  was  brought 
from  Connecticut,  by  Mrs.  Higley, 
also  Long  Stem  then  called  "Hog 
Stye,"  from  its  nearness  to  pig 
pen. 

But  we  can  scarcely,  with  the 
most  vivid  imagination,  realize  what 
a  wilderness  they  had  come  into. 
The  nearest  neighbors  were  Gers- 
hom  Lake,  Richard  Bentley,  Sam- 
uel Moulton,  and  the  dwellers  in 
the  fort,*  the  Footes  and  Cogswells. 
All  the  time  they  were  in  danger 
from  foraging  parties  of  British, 
Tories  and  Indians.  Each  spring  to 
help  in  the  sowing  the  crops  came 
the  rumors  of  another  invasion  like 
Burgoyne's. 

One  foraging  party  came  and 
slept  on  the  kitchen  floor  while  the 
mother  ami  daughters  baked  bread 
for  them  all  night,  finding  it  diffi- 
cult to  pass  from  moulding  board  to 
brick  oven  and  not  step  on  some 
body. 

Once  the  word  came  from  the 
fort  that  a  skirmishing  party  might 
be  along,  and  there  was  packing    in 

*TLe  fort  was  not  built  till  1778 
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hot  haste,  while  horses  loaded  with 
feather  beds,  blankets,  silver  spoons, 
and  children,  were  led  off  Poultney- 
wards  to  be  out  of  the  wav  ;  and 
calves,  chickens  and  pigs  were  con- 
veyed to  a  hiding  place. 

Another  such  rumor  one  dark 
night  caused  timid  Annie  to  spring 
from  her*  bed  and  rush  with  her  lit- 
tle sister  Esther,  Mrs.  Caswell's 
mother  (Mrs.  Sylvanus  Guernsey) 
to  the  woods.  They  curled  down 
.  behind  a  log  and  shivered  with  cold 
and  fear  till  daylight  and  the  elder 
brother's  cheery  whistling  as  he 
hunted  for  them,  assured  them  the 
danger  was  over  for  that  time. 

In  the  spring  of  1782,  these  ru- 
mors of  a  new  invasion  from  Can- 
ada, assumed  such  a  definite  shape, 
that  it  was  decided  to  send  Mrs. 
Higley  and  Mrs.  Lake  each  with 
an  ox  cart  and  load  of  young  child- 
ren to  Connecticut  to  stay  till  better 
times.  Some  of  the  party  were 
young  enough  to  enjoy  the  trip  no 
doubt,  but  baby  Harley,  the  firs;, 
Higley  born  in  Castleton  (Oct.  9th 
17^1)  did  not  ;  and  her  lusty  cries 
were  long  remembered  by  the  dwel- 
lers along  the  road  side.  Louise 
volunteered  to  stay  and  keep  house 
for  her  father  and  brother.  She 
teas  not  afraid.  The  brother  at  this 
time  was  a  member  of  the  garrison 
at  the  fort.  Louise  earned  a  barrel 
of  flour  by  baking  bread  for  the 
garrison  that  summer.  Mr.  Hall 
in  his  lectures  on  the  "  Forts  of  Ver- 
mont" tells  how  the  commandant 
spent  his  evenings  at  Mr.  Brewster 
lligley's  quite  often,  and  one  night 
staid  so  late  as  to  be  locked  out  ! 
This  story  fits  in  with  a  family  tra- 
dition, that  some  commandant  at 
the  fort  stole  away  the  heart  oi  the 
fair  Louise,  and  then  went  away  and 


forgot  her.  So  that  when  she  married 
the  minister's  son  at  West,  Rutland 
(Benajah  Guernsey  Boots),  9th 
Jan.,  1783,  she  did  not  give  him  her 
first  love.  The  brother  married  the 
same  year  "the  girl  he  left  behind  " 
in  Connecticut,  and  brought  lib 
bride  to  a  house  just  west  of  his 
father's,  about  where  the  Harris 
house  now  (1886)  stands. 

The  coming  of  a  man  of  so  much 
intelligence,  property,  and  execu- 
tive ability  to  the  little  new  settle- 
ment was  duly  appreciated  by  his 
townsmen.  We  read  of  him  at  once 
as  moderator,  justice  of  peace,  town 
clerk,  committee  to  engage  minis- 
ter, arrange  for  singing  school  (both 
paid  by  the  town),  draw  up  papers 
to  the  General  Assembly,  resolu- 
tions, etc.,  etc.  The  original  draft  of 
some  of  the  papers  we  have,  this  one- 
for  example  : 

"To  the  Honorable  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Vermont,  in 
their  adjourned  session  at  Benning- 
ton, Jan.  31,  17S2,  the  Petition  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  Pittsford  ami 
Castleton"  "Humbly  showeth  that 
your  petitioners  in  their  Frontier 
situation  for  several  years  past  have 
been  obliged  to  remove  with  their 
families  and  effects  being  Grately 
exposed  to  the  Enemie's  Scouts  on 
which  account  the  Improvement  of 
our  farms  and  other  business  has 
very  much  suffered.  Notwithstand- 
ing your  Petitioners  have  not  only 
Paid  their  Proportionate  Part  for 
the  Support  of  War,  but  have  like 
wise  born  the  additional  burden  of 
frequently  scouting  for  our  own 
Safety.  These  circumstances  with 
many  others  induce  your  Petitioners 
to  Pray  that  this  Honorable  Gen- 
eral  Assembly    will    Please    to    Ex- 


117 


empt    the    Present    Inhabitants  of 

Castleton    ami    Pittsford,    Horn  the 

Provision     and    Land    Tax    for  the 
year  ensuing." 

As  Justice'  of  Peace  it  was  one 
of  his  duties  to  solemnize  and  keep  a 
record  of  marriages.  Thirty-four 
are  recorded  in  his  hook  between 
the  dates  1781  and  1792,  also  the 
Prayers  offered  hefore  and  after  the 
marriage. 

In  1781-  the  Congregational 
Church  was  formed  and  two  years 
later  the  grand  squabble  began 
about  where  the  new  church  should 
be  built,  whether  upon  the  fort 
ground  where  the  old  one  was,  at 
Castleton  Corners,  near  Landlord 
Remington's  or  elsewhere  Brew- 
ster Higley  offered  the  land  where 
the  old  cemetery  is  and  the  ground 
in  front  of  it,  and  so  helped  settle 
that  point.  Afterwards  he  gave 
the  land  opposite  the  church  green 
for  a  parade  ground.  lie  and  Mrs. 
Higley  united  with  the  church  in 
1790.  In  1793,  he  was  chosen  the 
second  deacon. 

The  last  decade  of  the  century 
saw  the  disintegration  of  the  large 
family.  We  have  chronicled  the 
the  marriages  of  Brewster  4th  and 
Louise,  Annie's  followed  in  Sept. 
22,  17><5.  Then  Delight  married 
Enos  Merrill  in  1789.  The  father 
himself  officiated  at  these  three 
elder  daughters'  weddings. 

In  1791,  occurred  the  death  of 
Dea.  Brewster  Higley  (2nd),  in 
Connecticut.  Quite  an  amount  of 
property  came  to  the  Castleton  fam- 
ily in  the  distribution  of>  his  estate. 
A  bushel  of  silver  coin  as  part  of 
his  estate  was  expended  for  gold 
beads  for  each  of  the  eight  daugh- 
ters and  in    journeying    about   with 


the  invalid  Zilpah,  first  to  Connecti- 
cut, then  to  the  recently  discovered 
springs  at  "  Sarratogna."  She  con- 
tinued to  decline  however  and  died 
30th  March  1798. 

Meantime  the  elder  son  had  a 
sharp  attack  of  the  Western  fever, 
made  a  journey  on  foot,  by  the  aid 
of  Capt.  John's  compass  to  the  wilds 
of  Virginia  and  Ohio,  and  among 
the  deaths  in  his  record  book  the 
father  puts  down  in  grim  fjiief  and 
disappointment:  "July  27th,  1779, 
Brewster  removed  with  his  family, 
viz  :  wife,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters  with  a  desire  to  go  to  the 
Ohio,  as  I  suppose.'''' 

Esther  was  married  to  Silvanus 
Guernsey  on  Thanksgiving  day  of 
this  year,  Rev.  Lemuel  Haynes  of 
West  Rutland,  officiating.  Erastus 
Higley  and  Esther  Anna  Guernsey, 
best  man  and  bridesmaid.  After 
the  wedding  as  the  guests  began  to 
disperse,  the  bride  and  bridesmaid 
who  had  long  been  intimate  friends, 
wanted  a  word  with  each  other. 
The  house  was  full,  and  the  weather 
too  cold  for  muslin  robed  lassies  to 
go  far  out  doors.  So  they  cuddled 
among  the  buffalo  robes  in  a  sleigh 
fastened  near  the  door.  Dr.  Grid- 
ley's  sharp  eyes  noticed  the  occur- 
rance  and  quickly  he  sprang  in  and 
drove  the  team  to  Landlord  Moul- 
ton's  and  then  traded  the  pair  off 
for  a  mug  of  cider.  The  discovery, 
pursuit  and  bringing  back  were 
not  long  delayed,  and  no  ill  will 
was  harbored  against  the  joke-lov- 
ing doctor. 

The  marriage  of  Erastus  and  the 
fair  bridesmaid  occurred  the  follow- 
ing year,  9th  October,  1798.  And 
tt1(.v"  sot  up  a  home  for  themselves 
in  the  house  afterwards  known  as 
the  Southmayd  house. 
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In  March  25.  1800,  Iola  married 
William  II.  Denison  and  went  to 
West  Rutland  to  live  near  her  sis- 
ters Louise  and  Anne.  And  in 
October  (loth),  of  the  same  year 
Delight  died. 

The  winter  of  1800-1,  found  the 
old  red  house  with  but  the  father, 
mother  and  the  two  youngest  and 
Castleton-born  daughters  Harley 
and  Zernah. 

And  nothing  more  striking  than 
the  marriage  (Jan.,  1S04)  of  Harley 
to  Jared  Porter,  son  of  Judge  Por- 
ter, of  Tinmouth,  seems  to  have 
broken  in  upon  the  last  quiet  years  of 
his  life. 

As  his  strength  failed  h<>  gave  np 
the  mills  and  the  farm  mure  and 
more  to  Erastus,  and  he  took  care 
of  his  garden  with  its  cherry  trees, 
Connecticut  grapes,  asparagus, 
artichokes,  etc.,  which  still  were 
growing  there  within  my  remem- 
brance. Tie  enjoyed  the  means  of 
grace  so  near  at  hand,  the  rapidly 
improving  State  and  country,  his 
increasing  family  of  grandchildren, 
their  visits  home  and  his  visits  to 
the  old  Connecticut  home.  And  so 
grew  mellow  and  ripened  for  his 
heavenly  home  which  he  entered 
11th  April  1S05. 


JERUSHA  ANNA  daughter  of 
A.  G.  &  E.  M.  HILL,  DIED  JULY 
19,  1S42  JE.  20  Yrs. 

"  The  good  diefirstP 


BETSEY,  wife  of  T.  H.  HIN- 
MAN,  born  In  Casjtleton,  Vt.  Jan- 
uary   11,    1779,    DIED    April    (3, 

1842. 


EMILY  Z.  died  Oct.  17,  1819 
aged  5  years  <&  9  m. 

EMILY  B.  died  apr  13,  1814 
aged  7  years  <jb  7  d. 

Children  of  T.  H.  &  B.  HIN- 
MAN. 


TRUMAN  H.  HINMAN,  Born 
In  Pittsfield,  Mass.  Dec.  1,  1791, 
DIED  Feb.  1,  1843. 


HER  YET  HIGLEY,  son  of 
M.  D.  F.  &  S.  M.  HOOKER, 
Bom  June  27,  1826,  Died  June  13 
1833. 


NATHAN      STODDARD    Urn 

March  16,  1828  Died  May  23, 
1833. 

JULIA  EMILY  bom  Feb.  19, 
1S31  Died  April  8,  1 833. 

Children,  of  M.  D.  F.  &  S.  M. 
Hooker. 


EVELINE  ATWELL  WIFE  OF 
Hannibal  HODGES,  DIED  OCT. 
9,  1841.     JE.  40  YRS. 


HANNIBAL  HODGES  Esq. 
DIED  AT  ALBANY  N.  Y. 
MARCH  23,  1851  sE.  61  YRS. 


Copt.  THOMAS  HOOKER  died 
Aug.  31,  1838  in  the  84  year  of  Ids 
age. 


Mr.  JOHN  HO  TON  died  Aug. 
2C,  1SC0  ^E.  48  years. 
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Hariot  died  June  4.  1807/  aged 
1  Month  2  weeks  &  2  <7ays. 

John  died  Nov.  27.  1813;  or/er? 
1  year  3  Months  &  3  c?ays. 

Children  of  John  t£-  Betsey  IIo- 
ton. 

Death  may  the  bands  of  life  un- 
loose but  cant  dissolve   my  love, 

Millions  of  infants  souls  compose 
the  family  above. 


EMOLINE,     DAUGHTER    OF     Z.    -& 

H.  HOWE,    Dikd   Aug.    27,    1838, 
Aged  21  Years  &  6  Months. 


HELEN,  DAUGHTER  OF  i:.   i>. 
&  l.  \v.  Barber,  and  wife  of  JOHN 


HOWE,  DIED    JAN. 
24.  TEARS  &  3    itOS. 


1859. 


HANNAH  B.  WIDOW  OF 
HON.  Z.  HOWE,  DIED  MARCH 
8,  1868.     AGED  77  Y'RS. 


HOWE.  HON.  ZIMRI  HOWE, 
DIED  JULY  11,  1863.  AGED  77 
YEARS. 

Ta  resurrection  est  la  force  de 
notre  esperance. 

Zimri  Howe,  eldest  son  of  John 
and  Courance  (Parker)  Howe,  was 
born  at  Poultney,  Vt.,  Sept.  7th, 
1786.  Graduated  at  Middlebury 
College,  in  181CL  Studied  Law  in 
the  office  of  Hon.  Horatio  Seymour, 
at  Middlebury,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  in  1813.  Commenced  the 
Practice  of  Law  in  his  native  town 
(Poultney),  where  he  married 
March  13,  1816,  Hannah  B.  Horton, 
and  resided  until  the  spring  of 
1*18,  when  having  purchased  a 
liouse  ami  lot  at  Castleton,  of  the 
Hon.  R.  C.  Mallory,  lie  removed  to 
that    town,    where    he    ever     after 


lived  ;  his  death  occurred  July  11th, 
1863,  at  the  age  of  76  years  and  10 
months.  He  was  one  of  the  Govern- 
or's Council  from  1831  until  1835, 
and  member  of  the  State  Senate  in 
1836  and  1837;  and  served  as  As- 
sistant Judge  of  the  Rutland 
County  Court  from  1838  to  1844. 

He  was  a  man  noted  for  his  pub- 
lic spirit;  for  the  fearlessness  with 
which  he  advocated  and  promoted 
every  good  cause,  and  opposed 
everything  which  he  regarded  as 
wrong.  His  integrity  was  of  the 
strictest  sort,  his  neighbors  saying 
'•  that  his  word  was  as  good  as  any 
man's  bond." 

[The  foregoing  sketch  was  fur- 
nished by  Hon.  John  Howe  of  Castle- 
ton, son  of  Zimri.  In  addition  it 
may  be  said  that  Judge  Howe  took 
an  active  part  in  the  anti-masonic 
movement  in  1833-4,  and  was 
largely  concerned  in  the  publication 
of  an  anti-masonic  newspaper  in 
Castleton  during  that  period.  The 
paper  was  published  in  the  second 
story  of  his  office,  and  singularly 
enough  the  same  room  was  occupied 
by  Lee  Lodge  No.  30,  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  in  which  they  held 
their  communications  for  several 
years  after  that  lodge  was  moved 
from  Hydeville  to  Castleton  Vil- 
lage. —  J.  M.  C] 


Mrs.    MARTHA,    2nd  icife     of 
Beacon      XE  HEM  I  AH     HO  IT, 

died  July  I"  1827/  Aged  66  years 


SARAH,  Wife  of  JVehemiah 
Hoit,  Bled  Nov.  6'*,  1806/  Aged 
59  years. 

When  such  a  friend  of  virtue  dies, 
The     world    her     memory      long 
reveres: 
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Religion      moicrns     in     countless 

sighs, 
And  friendship  pours  a    thousand 

tears. 


SARAH  MOULTON.  wife  of 
Capt.  UOAH  HOIT.  died  SEPTR. 
8,  1856.     Aged  89.  Years. 


NOAH    HOYT    died   Feb.    13* 
1811;  in  the  51st,  year  of  his  age. 

My  flesh  shall  rest  in    hope    and 

sweet  repose, 
Till  that  great  day  when  time  and 

nature  close, 
Then  spring   to    life    at    the   last 

trumpets  sound, 
See    heaven     unfold    and    worlds 

desolving  round, 
Amazeing  scene  !  reader  I'll  meet 

you  there, 
O  God  support,  and  save  us,  from 

despair. 


NEHEMIAH  HOYT  born  Stam- 
ford Con.  May  14,  1753  died  April 
10  1832. 

Rev.  Joseph  Steele  says  :  —  "Dea. 
Hoyt  was  one  of  the  recruits  for  the 
capture  of  Ticonderoua;  and,  fol- 
lowing closely  upon  Col.  Allen,  was 
the  third  man  who  entered  the  fort. 
He  subsequently  joined  the  Ameri- 
can forces  as  they  proceeded  down 
the  Lake,  and  was  witli  Allen 
when  he  and  his  command  were 
made  prisoners  near  Montreal.  It 
is  not  known  how  he  escaped  ;  but 
it  is  certain  he  was  not  one  of  those 
who  were  carried  to  England." 


Jane,  daughter  of  Daniel,  and 
Jane  Hunter,  died  Aov.  14'",  17%; 
in  the  21.  gear  of  her  age. 


eg  — ife  of Ilurlbut  Jur. 

March    10.     1812;    Aged   38 

years. 

The  headstone  of  the  above  in- 
scription has  been  broken,  and  the 
upper  portion  cannot  be   found. 

In  Memorg  of  Sarah  Adaline 
Hgde,  who  died  Feb.  18"'  1809; 
Aged  8  gears  8  Mo.  tfc  9  dags. 
Daughter  of  A.  W.  &  Sarah 
Hgde. 

Here  death  in  icy  arms  confines 
■  that  fair, 

Who  once  was  louelg  as  the  angels 
are; 

JBut  think  not  strange  ever  to  be- 
hold, 

Transcendent  worth  on  sculptured 
told; 

Ah  no !  suffice  it,  if  one  mourn- 
ful tear. 

Shall  mix  with  mine  in  tender  sor- 
row here. 


ix  memory  of  Aruna,  sou  of  Aru- 
nah  &  Sally  HYDE,  who  died  April 
27'*  1791  aged  30  hours. 

Happy  the    babe    who   privileg'd 

by  fate, 
To  shorter  labor  a  lighter  weiht, 
Receiv'd   but  yesterday    the    gift 

of  breath. 
Order'd  tomorrow    to    return    to 

death 


ARUXAII  W.  HYDE,  Esq.  died 
July  S'*,  1814.  in  the  47.'*  year  of  his 
age. 

Here  shall  I  rest  rug   wearg   ach- 
ing eye* 
Till  the  long  night  is  gone    Jb   the 
last  morn  arise. 
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HYDE.  SARAH  P.  wife  of  A. 
W.  HYDE,  DIED  JAN.  12,  1840 
AGED  27  YEARS. 


^WILLIAM  PITT  son'ofO.  M.  & 
J.  A,  HYDE,  died  play  7,^1833. 
aged  4  years  <0jl5  days. 


CHARLES  HENRY  son  of  O- 
M.  &  J.  A.  HYDE,  died  Aug.  27, 
1834  aged  1  year  1  month  d)  16 
day*. 


SARAH  FRANCES,  daughter  of 
A.  W.  &  S.  A.  HYDE,  died  March 
28,  1839  JE  1  yW  4  m's. 


Mrs.  Hejyentance,  wife  of  Dea. 
Nathaniel  Ices,  died  Aug.  15, 1823; 
in  the  TVyear  of  her  Age. 

Blessed  are  the  dead,  that  die  in 
the  Lord. 


WILLIAM  WATTERMAN  son 

of  A.  W.  &(S.  A.  HYDE,  died  Dec- 
11,  1836."^711  m'«  16  d's. 


Dea.  Nathaniel  Ives,  died  March 
1825/  Aged  77  ye«»-«. 

My  Children  dear,  weep  not  for 
me, 

lam  from  pain,    and  grief   set 

WILLIAM    P.    died    at    Castle-  T     £ee: 

_    ...        ,_     100_         .       ,     .  In  Heaven  place  your  heart  and 

ton     Vt.  I  May    J,    1883.      Aged    4  s(ore    J  J 

Y'rs.  1  Mo.  Then  we  shall  meet   to   jmrt   no 

SARAH  F.  borx  Nov.    24,    1837.  more. 

died  Mar.  28,  1839. 

SARAH  A.  borx  Aug.  26,   1839. 
died  Oct.  6,  1841. 

Children  [of   A.     IT.     <£    Sarah 
Hyde. 

SARAH,  wife  of  Adam  Johnson, 

WILLIAM  W.   BORX   Dec.    28,      died  Oct.  13,  1839,  ^E.  78. 

1835.     DIED  Dec.  16.  1836.  

OLIVER  E.  JOHNSON  BORN 
Dec.  6,  1811,  DIED  Nov.  28, 
1818. 


EVELINE  M.  wife  of  MOSES 
JACK  MAN,  and  daughter  of 
SMITH  SHERMAN  DIED  Dec. 
24,  1840  M.  25  Y'rs. 


CHARLES  II.  died  at    Casthton 

Vt.  Aug.  27,  1834.  V  Aged  2  Y'rs.    1 

Mo. 

JAMES  K.  died  at    Mount   Hope  In  memory    of  .Robert   Johnson, 

Ny  Feb.  14.  1S37.     Aged    1    year  6  who  died  April  5,'"    1814;  aged  26 

Mo.  years. 

JULIA    ANN,    pied    at    Detroit  m-    i  n     r\        i,       j>  r>  j 

KhzabeJh,  D-tuahter  ot  Auiearu/a 

Mich  Oct.  31,  1841.      Aged   1   vear  T  ,  r  r     a    i      i  ■        -J- 

,„  „.  '  —    °  •  Johnson    Asa.     cC    Sail)/    his    ivife, 

10  Mo.  7.    7  --  t    -,  ,.-/,  tciq     •       '■      - 

dted  leu.  i-t    Ibid,  at  the    t      year 

Children  of  Oliver  M.   <&   Julia  of  her  Age. 
A.  Hyde.  Amidst  Juvenile  bloom, 


Death  stops  our  vital  breath, 
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Sends  youth  <b  children  to  the 

tomb: 
Let  all  prepare  for  death. 


In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sally  John- 
son, icife  of  Endearing  Johnson 
Esq,  who  died  Feb.  24'*  1813;  in 
the  33d, year  of  her  age. 

She    cries   prepare   prepare    for 

death, 
My  friends  and  children  dear  ! 
"Be  ready  to  resign  your  breath, 
"  When  you  the  summons  hear." 


IN  Memory  of  Elizabeth  John- 
son, who  died  Feb  11, »  1809;  in  the 
24'*  year  of  her  age. 

All  that  was  mine  but  God's  blest 

truth, 
To  friends  I've  freely  given; 
Accept      my      last    advice  fond 

youth, 
Prepare  for  death  and  heaven. 

In  Memory  of  Adam  Johnson 
who  died  Nov.  5th  1804  in  the  55th 
year  of  his  age. 

The  affectionate  Husband 
The  indulgent  Parent 
The  faithful  Friend 
And  the  generous  Master 

An  Infant,  Son  of  Endearing 
Johnson  Esq.  <&  Sally  his  wife,  died 
Feb.  10'*  1808. 

CHLOE,  wife  of  Lemuel  Jordan, 
&  her  infant  da  ugh.  died  Feb.  11, 
1819;  aged  29  years. 

Sweet  is  the  sleep  of  death, 
Wfien  Angels  guard  the  bed; 
And  sweet  will  be  the  voice, 
That  wakes  the  sleeping  dead. 


Marcus     W.  (son    of    Marcus  d: 
Fanny  Jones  died  May  17,  J1830  in 
year. 


his  4 


FRANCES  F.  daughter  of  MAR- 
CUS &  FANNY  JONES,  Died 
Aug.  29,  1842  JZ  18  yrs  7  mo.  &  24 
d's. 

MARCUS  JONES  DIED  APRIL 
6,  1848.  AGED  62  YEARS. 

Charles  I.  Kellogg.  Son  of 
Roena  d  Br.  Charles  Kellogg,  died 
May  6,  1820. 

.  Soon  the  lovely  cherub  few  to  the 
embraces  of  his  Father  who  expired 
in  Brutus  N~.  Y.  Oct.  \0tli  1810. 


An  Infant  son  of  Saxton  d  Sally 
Kellogg  died  March  1  1812  aged 
48  hours 


ELTSHA  KELLOGG  died  March 
.11,  1813  ^E  36  years. 


Lucy  Kellogg,  died  Nov,  1,  1813. 
aged  71 


PRESERVED  KELLOGG,  died 
Nov.  6,  1833  aged  93  years. 


THEODORE  KING  DIED  June 
30,  1846,  M.  55  Y,ks. 


0  Relentless  Death. 

ZZVmemory  of  M™.  Molly  Kill- 
born,  wife  to  LIEUT.  James  Kill- 
born,  who  died  Sept.  14tb.  1795  in 
the  46".  i'ear  of  her  age. 

1  pass  with  Melancholy  state, 
Above  these  solemn  heaps  fate, 
And  think  as  soft  &  sad  I  tread 
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life 


Above  the  Venerable  dead; 
Time      was    like    me    they 

possesd 
And  time  shall   be    when    I    shall 

rest. 


Roswell  KilBcrn  died    Jan.    28th, 
1806.     in  the  43*.  year  of  his  age. 


HARRIET  N.  KITTREDGE, 
daughter  of  J.  &  J.  ADAMS,  died 
August  24,  1837.     Aged  29  Years. 

M:  GERSIIOM  LAKE,  died 
May  7*  1797,  Aged  60  Years. 

Mortals  prepare  for  sudden  death, 
While  hastening  to  the  tomb  : 
And  like    this   saint   resign   your 

breath 
When  god  shall  call  you  home. 

Mr.  Lake  was  a  native  of  Wood- 
bury Ct.;  settled  in  Castleton  in 
1771.  He  built  the  second  log 
house,  also  second  framed  house 
which  is  still  standing  (1886).  He 
was  loyal  to  the  American  cause, 
and  served  his  country  through  the 
Revolution.  He  and  his  family 
suffered  much  from  interruptions 
incident  to  the  struggle  for  Inde- 
pendence and  a  pioneer  life. 


Rachel  Lake,  was  bom  July  17"1, 
1780.     and  died  Dec,  2 1 .  1806. 

Hark  Jesus  calls  you,  mortals  pre- 
pare; come  to  judgment. 


In  memory  of  SEVIAH  wife  of 
GERSHOM  LAKE  who  died  Jan. 
3,  1S33  aged  97. 


DANIEL  LAKE  DIED  Oct.   21, 

1858.  Aged  90  years. 

Daniel     was    a    son    of    Gershom 
Lake  and  lived  on  the  same  farm. 


Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs. 
Zipporah,  wife  of  Daniel  Lake,  who 
departed  this  life  Aug.  19,  1814;  in 
the  40"'  year  of  her  age. 


LUCY,  Daughter  of  Chauncy 
Langdon  Esqr.  &  Lucy  Langdon; 
died  March  12'A  1792  aged  8  months 
&  26  days. 

BENJAMIN  Franklin,  Son  of 
Chauncy  Langdon  Esq',  &  Lucy 
Langdon;  died  Sep',  22nd  1796,  in 
the  2ud  year  of  his  age. 

The     tender    bud,      the    opening 

flower, 
Cut   down   and  withered,    in   an 
hour. 

GAD,  son  of  A.  &  N.  LANG- 
DON. died  April.  21,  1832  aged 
6  m,  dt  10  ds. 


ANNA,  daughter  of  A.  &  N. 
LANGDON,  died  Aug.  28,  1834. 
aged  8  mo's. 


JOHN,  son  or  A.  &  N.  LANG- 
DON. died  March.  17,  1835. 
aged  6  years  cb  7  mo's. 


NAHUM.  son  of  A.  &K  LANG- 
DON. died  Aug.  3,  1836.  aged  10 
months. 


CIIA  RL  0  TTE  L I VING- 

STON,  Daughter  of  B.  FRAXK- 
LEVit  CAROLINE II.  LAXG- 
DOX,  bom  March  22  1S26,  died 
suddenly  May  10,  1S2S. 

Tis  God  that  lifts    our   comforts 

high, 
Or  sinks  them  in  the  silent  grave. 
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HELEN  CLAY,  daughter  of  B. 
F.  &  Ann  E.  LANGDON.  Born 
Dec.    24.     1S44.       Died    August    4 

1847. 


ROBERT  Son  of  B.  F.  &  Ann  E. 
LANGDON.  Born  Sept.  28,  1847. 
Died  Jan.  27,  1849. 


ANNA  CHAMPION,  wife  of 
JOHN  R.  LANDON,  Born  Sept. 
17,  1763.     Died  April  5,  1819. 

SARAH  JANE,  daughter  of  M. 
G.  &  S.  S.  LANGDON  died  Sept. 
6,  1830,  aged  8  tnonths]22  days. 


CHARLES  M.  son  of  M.  G.  & 
S.  S.  LANGDON,  died  April  21 
1832,  aged  8  months  29  days. 


JOHN  R.  LANDON,  of  Litch- 
field, Conn.  Born  Sept.  14,  1765. 
Died  Feb.  27,  1851. 


CAROLINE  HOLMES,  wife  of 
B.  F.  LANGDON,  and  daughter  of 
JOHN  B.  LAN-DON,  of  Litch- 
field Con.  Bom  March  22,  1802, 
Died  Nov.  4,  1837. 


HoxB.  F.  LANGDON,  BORN 
Oct.  12,  1798,  DIED  Mat  31, 
1862. 

Mr.  Langdon  was  a  native  of  Cas- 
tleton;  graduated  at  Union  College, 
in  1818;  and  at  the  Law  School  in 
Litchfield,  Ct.,  in  1820;  was  admit- 
ted to  the  Rutland  county  bar  in 
1821;  was  register  of  probate  from 
1837  to  1845;  was  Judge  of  the 
county  court  from  1852  j  to  1855; 
and  was  a  trustee  of  the  Seminary, 
and  Castleton  Medical  College. 


Mrs.  LUCY  NONA,  relict  of 
the  LTon.  C17AUNCY  LANG- 
DON, born  in  Hebron  Con.  Feby. 
24,  1770;  died  Jan.  14,  1834. 

CHAUNCY    LANGDON',     born 

in  Farmington  Con,  Nov.  8,    1763, 
died  July  23,"  1830. 

Hon.  Chauncy  Langdon  was  a 
Lawyer;  graduated  at  Yale  college 
in  1792;  was  Judge  of  the  probate 
court  in  1789  and  1800;  and  was  a 
trustee  ofjMiddlebury  College. 

POLLY,  widow  of  EBEN'R 
LANGDON,  Born  in  Berlin,  Conn, 
died  Feb.  6,  1855.     Al.  80  vears. 


EBENEZER   LANGDON    boen 

in  Farmington,  Con.  March  4,  1775. 

Died  Sept.  18,  1849. 

Mr.  Langdon  was  owner  of  the 
grist  mill  in  Castleton  Village,  and 
manufactured  very  largely  linseed 
oil.  The  following  letter  shows 
the  beginning  or  enlargement  of  his 
business  in  this  respect: 

Rartland,  Vt.,  May  21  1812. 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Langdon  Sir 

I  have  now  got  completed  your 
Oil  Mill  stones  and  shall  be  at  your 
house  with  them  the  first  week  in 
June.  The  reason  why  I  didn't 
fetch  them  by  sledding  was  I  broke 
one  a  making  it. 

Respectfully  yours 

Benja.  Hathway 

The  hill  south-east  of  Castleton 
Village  was  owned  bv  him,  and  is 
still  called  Langdon  Hill. 
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HANNAH  LEE,  former  widow 
of  ASAPH  WARE,  died  Dec  5, 
1848.     Aged  68  Years. 

Ihe]  grave     is    now    a   favoured 

spot 

To  "saints    who  '  sleep  '  in    ^Jesus 

bless\l; 
For  there  the  wicked  trouble  not,  n_ 
And  (here  the  loeary  arc  at  rest,  j 

DOCAS.  wife  of  Col,  N.  LEE. 
died  March  17.  1829,  in  the  78  year 
of  her  age. 


Also  a   grand  Daut,    Dorcas   E. 
Jones.     JE.  9  months. 


MARYETT,  daughter  of  JAMES 
R.  &  BETSY  LEE'  died  Aug.  11, 
1847,  M.  27 


Col.  NOAH  LEE,  a  revolutioner 
died  May  4,  1840  aged  96  years. 

Col.  Lee  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Castleton  —  first  came  to 
that  town  in  1767.  He  was  a  native 
of  Newark,  Ct.  He  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Revolutionary  War;  and 
was  identified  with  all  the  struggles 
of  the  settlement  of  Castleton.  lie 
was  leader  in  the  expedition  which 
captured  Skeenesboro,  and  after- 
wards superintended  the  iron  works 
taken  from  the  British.  He  was 
surveyor  of  land  in  the  early  days  of 
Castleton. 


EUNICE,  B.  daughter  of  Nor- 
man d)  Emily  Lewis  died  Oct.  3 
1834  JE  17  mo. 


JAMES    LORD    died    Sept, 
1835  JE±l  yrs. 
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HANNAH  wife  of  James  Lo- 
trace,  died  Nov.  28,  1832  aged  35 
years. 


CLARISSA,  wife  of  ELLZ. 
L  YMA  N.  dikd  apr.1  1 1 ,  1 839.  JE. 
70  Yrs. 


WILLIAM  LYMAN  died 
Sept.  26,  1829  aged  18  years  tb.  5 
months. 

Beloved  in  life  —  Lamented  in 
death. 


John  Bird,  Son  of  Duncan  &  Abi- 
gail McIntosh;  Drowned  in  Castle- 
ton River,  May  17'*,  AD.  1796. 
Aged  4  years  &  6  Months. 

Dear     Child,      'twas    a  furious 

stream, 
That  icofted  thy  spirit  away  ! 


In  memory  of  L  YDIA    L.   wife 
of  MILTON  McINTOSII,   who 
died  Nov.  18,  1827/  aged  40  years. 
There  is  rest  in  Heaven. 


BRYAN,  son  of  Bryan  Jr.  & 
Bridget,  Mc.Kean,  died  July  18, 
1847,  JE.  5  Yrs. 


FRANCIS,  sox  of  Bryan  Jr. 
&  Bridget  Mc.Kean,  died  Apr.  6. 
1840,  JE.  9  Mos. 


FRANCIS  son  of  Jus  c0  Lydia 
McKEAN died  June  7 ',  1837.  ^E. 
1  mo.  <fc  12c?. 


ELIZA,  daughter  of  James  <C 
Lydia  McKEAN.  died  Oct.  6, 
1836.     JE.  1  Y,r,  db  IV 
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ELLEN,  daughter  of  James  & 
Lydia  McKEAN.  died  Oct.  21, 
1837.     JE.  4  Yrs.  <b  5  m. 


JAMES  T.  3,d  son  of  J.  &  Lydia 
McKEAN.  died  Jan  30,  1845 
aged  4  years  I  mo  <b  2  <7a,s. 


MICILL  JAMES  son  of  JAMES 
&  LYDIA   MCKEAN,   died  May 

14,  1833  aged  5  years   5    m,    <£•    11 
(/ays. 


JAMES  2*,  son  of  Jas  &  Lydia 
McKEAN.  died  Oct.  Ise,  1834. 
JE.  1  mo.  c6  7  d. 


Died  June  27,  1829  an  Jnfant 
son  aged  1  day. 

Died  Aug. 1,  182b'  an  Jnfant 

daughter  aged  3  days. 

Children  of  JAMES  &  L  YD  LA 
McKEAN. 


JAMES  McKEAN,  DIED  DE- 
CEMBER 28,  1846,  AGED  51 
TEARS. 

Mr.  James  Brennan  of  Castleton, 
furnishes  the  following  account  of 
Mr.  McKean  and  his  Family: 

James  McKean  was  a  native  of 
the  county  Sligo  Ireland;  and  by 
trade  a  Tailor.  I  have  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  exact  year  of  his  emi- 
gration to  this  country.  He  carried 
on  the  tailoring  business  for  a  time 
in  Benson,  Vi.,  and  located  in  Cas- 
tleton about  1822. 

Being  an  excellent  mechanic  and 
an  energetic  person  his  business  rap- 
idly increased  in  tins,  and  from  all 
the  surrounding  towns,  and  for 
many  years  he  had  the  largest  trade 


in  custom  tailoring  ever  conducted 
by  any  person  in  this  section;  em- 
ploying at  one  time  as  many  as  ten 
journeymen  and  apprentices,  and 
operating  besides,  considerable  fe- 
male help.  He  was  financially  suc- 
cessful. 

A  few  years  after  locating  here 
he  married  Miss  Lydia  Jordan,  a 
daughter  of  Stephen  Jordan,  one  of 
the  earlier  inhabitants  of  Castleton. 
In  March  1829  Mr.  McKean  pur- 
chased of  Elihu  Smith  the  large 
dwelling,  erected  by  Robert  Tem- 
ple, about  seventy  years  ago,  and 
by  him  deeded  to  Mr.  Smith  in 
July,  1820.  In  those  days  it  was 
considered  one  of  the  finest  houses 
in  the  village.  It  was  destroyed  by 
fire  March  17,  1886.  Mr.  McKean 
continued  to  reside  in  it  until  his 
death.  He  was  survived  by  his 
wife,  two  sons,  John  T.,  and  Henry 
B.  McKean,  and  one  daughter,  Jen- 
nie McKean.  Of  these  John  T.  the 
eldest  was  probably  as  fine  a  speci- 
men of  physical  manhood  as  Castle- 
ton has  produced.  He  studied  med- 
icine and  was  for  a  season  an  assist- 
ant physician  in  the  South  Boston 
Insane  Asylum.  He  graduated 
here  in  the  old  Castleton  Medical 
College  about  the  year  1856,  and 
not  long  after,  located  in  California 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
Some  years  later  failing  health  in- 
duced him  to  return  east,  to  the 
home  of  his  brother  Henry  in  Iowa, 
where  he  died  about  sixteen  or  sev- 
enteen years  ago  (now,  1886). 

Henry  B.  McKean,  the  next 
younger  of  Mr.  McKean's  sons, 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  here 
of  the  late  Capt.  Hiram  Billings, 
and  in  1850  went  tu  California 
where  he  prospered,  and  returned 
east,  locating  about  1856  near  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  where    he    is   now    a 
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substantial  farmer.  Soon  after  the 
date    of    his   settling    in    Iowa,    his 

{mother  sold  the  family  residence 
here  to  Hyde  Westover,  and  with 
I  her      daughter    joined    him    in    his 

western  home,  where  she  was  living 
!a  few  years  since.  Jennie  McKean, 
a  handsome  and  accomplished  young 
woman,  married  a  Mr.  Drake,  an 
i  ]  officer  in  an  Iowa  Regiment  during 
the  late  civil  war.  She  joined  her 
husband  during  the  operations 
against    Mobile,    and     died      there 

!  about  the  time  of  the  surrender  of 
that  city,  perhaps  a  short  time  be- 
fore that  event. 

James   McKean    was    a    man     of 

(portly  form  and  good  appearance, 
hospitable  and  public  spirited;  he 
had  improved  by  reading  and  study, 

1  a  perhaps  somewhat  common  early 
education,  and  became  a  man  of 
rather  more  than  ordinary  intelli- 
gence     and     general     information. 

.  He  accumulated  quite  an  extensive 
collection  of  books,  embracing 
religious,  historical  and  miscellan- 
eous subjects.  The  writer  has  in  his 
possession    several    of   them    given 

(him  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century 
since  by  a  brother  of  Mr.  McKean's 
then  living  here.  On  the  fly  leaf  of 
each  is  traced  in  the  bold  and  legi- 
ble hand-writing  of  the  former 
owner,  his  name  and  the  date  of  pur- 
chase. 

In  addition  to   his    residence    and 

shop  here  he  owned    a    lot    of    land 

half  a    mile    north    of    the    village 

4  of    Castleton,  now  a  portion   of  the 

I         farm  of  C.  S.  Sherman,  and  two  farms 

in  the  north  part  of    the  town,  since 

owned  by  Johnson  Benedict,  one  of 

I         which     is      now    the     property    of 

Thomas    Murphy,      and    the     other 
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widow   of    the   late 


ANN  M.  Daughter  of  A  <&  M 
McNamara.  Died  Sept  3  1849 
Aged  2  years. 


N.  M.  AGED.  86  AD.  1811 

The  above  inscription  is  on  a 
rough  piece  of  slate  stone  in  the 
north-east  corner  of  the  church  yard. 
It  is  slightly  smoothed  on  one  side; 
and  the  lettering  was  done  very 
evidently  with  a  pocket  knife. 

SARAH  DAVISON  DAUT.  OF 
GEORGE  W.  &  AD  ALINE  E. 
MASON  DIED  AT  ALBANY 
N.  Y.  APRIL  19.  1885. 


GEORGE  W.  MASON  DIED 
Sept.  14,  1876,  AGED  75  Yrs.  6 
Mo. 


Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs. 
SALLY  MASON,  wife  of  JOHN 
MASON  Esa.  wJio  died  February 
22,  1826/  Aged  51  years. 

My  flesh    shall    slumber    in   the 

ground, 
Till    the       last    trumpets  joyfull 

sound; 
Then  burst  the  chains,  with    sweet 

surprise, 
And  in  my  saviours  image  rise. 


ELIZA  E.  MASON   DIED    July 
15,  1871,  uLJ.  61  Yrs. 

Asleep  in  Jesus,  blessed  sleep, 
From  which  none   ever    wakes   to 
weep. 


John  Doyle. 

Castleton,  18th  May,  1886. 


Miss  Mary  B.  Mason  Esq.  died 
at  Saratoga  Sjmngs,  15,  January 
1823/  aged  16  years. 


This  marble  is  raised  to  the  mem- 
ory of  JOHN  A.  MASON  who  died 
at  Burlington  December  Ylth.  1812, 
aged  22  years. 


M.  M  In   Memory  of   Mrs.    Mar- 
garet Mason,    who  died     Oct.    ID'", 
1803  in  the  79tn  year  of  her  age. 
Behold  and  see,  as  you  pass  by 

As  you  are  now  so  once  was  I 
As  I  am  now  so  you  must  be, 
Prepare  for   death    and    follow 
me. 


JOHN    MASON     Esq,       DIED 
JULY  29,  1846,  M.  82  Y,RS. 
Servant  of  God,  well  done  ! 
Rest  from  thy  lov\l  employ: 
The    battle's  fought    the   victory 

won; 
Enter  thy  Master's  joy." 

LUCINDA  wife  of  Geo.  W. 
MASON,  DIED  Feb.  4,  1858,  JE. 
38  yrs. 


MARY  B.  daughter  of  GEORGE 
W.  &  RUBY  MASON,  died  June 
2    1830;  acred  5  years. 


CLARA  C  <k  FRANCIS  M. 
Children  of  G.  W.  <0  Lucinda  Ma- 
son died  Nov.  23,  db  4,  1854.  aged 
5  <£•  3  years. 

RUBY,  wife  of  GEORGE  W. 
MASON,  died  Dec.  3,  1826,-  Aged 
25  years. 


Mrs.  JANE,  2»"  wife  of  Dea. 
EN  OS  MERRILL,  was  bom  Aug 
10,  1781  ;  Died  March  22  1823. 

Friend  belov'd,  released  from  toil, 
Peaceful  sleep  beneath  the  soil; 
Till    the    last    dread    mom    shall 

break, 
And  the  dead  in  Christ  awake. 

In  Memory  of  Delight  Merill, 
wife  of  Enos  Merill  who  died    Oct. 

13(ft,    1800,    in  the  32"  year  <f  her 
age. 

How  peaceful  do   they   close  their 

eyes 
Who  sleep  in  Christ  their  head! 
How    glorious    will    their    bodies 

rise 
When  he  shall  raise  the  dead! 


betsey  k.  daughter  of  Ashbel  <£• 
Betsey  Merrill,  died  Sept.  2  1821  • 
aged  7  years  &  10  months. 

RUBY,  daughter  of  E.  &  P. 
MERRILL,  2d  died  Sept.  28,  1838, 
aged  22. 

OLLIVE,  died  Aug.  3, 1846.  Aged 
17  years. 


Rosamond  May nard  died  Feb.  15, 
1833,  aged'S. 


Mrs.  LA  URA,  wife  of  SELAH 
H  MERRILL,  died  9,  Jxdy  1820; 
Aged  23  years. 

Mariett,  wife  of  Allison  O.  Mer- 
rill, daughter  of  Thomas  H.  Atwill, 
died  23,  Aug.  1822;  Aged  25   years. 

The  Grace  of  S.  II.  MERRILL, 
who  died  at  Gastleton,  July  28, 
1839,  u-E.  42  Y,rs. 

My  Father. 
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In  Memory  of  Mary  Merill,  who 
died  April  9,'"  1797.  in  the  71".  year 
of  her  age. 

Thus  shall  our  moiddering  mem- 
bers teach 
What  now  our  senses  learn; 
For  dust  &  ashes  loudly  preach 
Marts  infidite  concern. 


Anner,  wife  of  Jonathan  Mer- 
rill, died  Jan.  16,  1805,  aged  41 
years. 


Jonathan  Merrill,  died  Aug.  21, 
1836,  aged  75  years. 

In  memory  of  Capt.  JAMES 
MERRILL,  who  died,  March  16th, 
A.D.  1807,  Aged  55. 

As  a  31 AN  he  was  virtuous  —  as 
a  CITIZEN  his  Country's  friend. 

Reader,  like  you  I  have  pored 
over  the  grassy  mounds  of  my  pro- 
genitors, with  sad  and  tearful  emo- 
tions, and  have  left  with  a  heart 
softened  and  humbled.  Leave  not 
these  impressions  in  the  grave  yard, 
imprint  them  o?t,  your  heart,  as  bud- 
ding's of  virtue  and  religion. 

"One  eye  on   death,    and   one   full 

fix'd  on  heaven, 
Becomes  a  mortal,   and   immortal 

man. 


LUCRETIA,  wife  of  JOEL 
MIXER.  Esq.  of  Middletown  died 
April  2,  1839  Aged  56. 


Mrs.    ELIZABETH   MIXElt, 
died  May  10,  1833,-  aged  71  years. 


Rev.    LAMSON    MINER    died 
Sept.  17,  1841,  M.  33  Y'rs. 

He  was  a  graduate  of  Middlebury 

College.     His  wife  was  a  teacher   in 
Castleton   Seminary. 


LEWIS   MINER.     DIED  AUG 
15, 1852.     M.  50  YEARS. 

There  is  rest  in  Heaven. 


DEMIS,  wife  of  LEWIS  MIN- 
ER, died  Hep.  23.  1831.     uE.  26. 


SAMUEL  I.  MINER,  Bom 
April  9th  1767  died  Oct.  3d  1818. 

Farewell  to  all  below  the  sun; 
Adieu,  mortality; 
The  life  of  faith,  on  earth  begun; 
Blooms  in  eternity. 

The  following  masonic  emblems 
are  engraved  on  the  stone: 

Plumb;  square  and  compasses; 
a  figure  representing  two  links  con- 
nected by  a  ring,  with  a  Greek 
cross  suspended  in  the  lower  link. 


SARAH  S.  Daughter  of  James 
&  L.  MOODIE,  Died  Oct.  2,  1849. 
Aged  1   Yr.  &  8  Mos 

This  lovely  bud  so  young  &  fair 

Called  hence  by  arley  doom, 

Jus    come    to   shore   how    fair   a 

flower 
In  paridice  may  bloom. 


SAMUEL      MOULTON,      Di 

April  23,  1838,  Aged  55  Years. 


REUBEN  MOULTON    Esq  died 
Aug.  26,  1831  Aged  48  Years 
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In    Memory    of    MR.    SAMUEL 


MOULTOX,     who   died   Feb. 
1791,  Aged  56  Years. 

My  transient  scenes  are  o'er, 
I  am  intomb'd  in  Clay  ! 
'Till  Christ's  immortal  power 
Proclaims  celestial  Day. 


12. 


Laura  Lotheop  Laxgdon'.  eldest 
daugh'  of  Chauncy  &  Lucy  Lang- 
don,  died  Sept;  Vh  AD.  1800  aged 
1 1  year  &  4  days. 

While  chrystal  dews   impearl  the 

lawn 
The  tear  shall  drop   o'er    Laura" 

urn. 


And  raise  him  Glorious  from  the 
Tomb. 

Capt.  Moulton  was  a  mason; 
probably  joined  the  order  in  Con- 
necticut. The  following  emblems 
are  engraved  on  his  monument  : 

All-seeing  eye,  sun,  moon,  star, 
and  pot  of  incense.  Around  the 
tablet  are  the  following  emblems: 
Scythe,  pick,  cross-keys,  plumb, 
square  and  compasses,  letter  G-  sus- 
pended by  a  ribbon  tied  in  a  double 
bow  knot,  anchor,  trowel,  level, 
mallet,  spade,  skull  and  cross-bones, 
sprig  of  acacia  blooming,  and  a  cof- 
fin on  which  are  engraved:  Memento 
Mori. 


Hannah    Moulton  Daughter      of 

Heman  <£    Prudence  Moulton,    died 

Sep  13th  1804:    aged  2   years   &    9 
months. 


LEE  MOULTON,  died  Sept,  6, 
1831,  JE.  25. 


GERSHOM     MOULTOX,     died 
Oct.  26,  1837,  aged  84  years. 


Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Capt. 
Abel  Moulton,  who  died  Oct.  23d 
1809,    in  the  33d  year  of  his  Age. 

Where    is    our   friend  so    lately 

seen;, 
Whose  worth  had  raised  our   love 

so  high? 
Gone  like  the  dew  that  decked   the 

green, 
Fled  like  the  rainbow  of  the  sky. 
Here  his  pale   form  unseen   will 

rest, 
Till  Christ  with  pomp    &   power 

shall  come; 
Those  virtues   wake   that   warm'd 

his  breast, 


Ln  memory  of  FREDERICK  A. 
MOULTOX  son  of  Saml  cb  Mellona 
Moulton  died  Oct  12,  1835.  aged  14 
years. 


RUTH,  widow  of  OLIVER 
MOULTOX  DIED  Jan.  12,  1850. 
aged  66  years. 

REBECCA  MOULTON,  died 
May  31,  1828  /  in  the  84  year  of 
her  Age. 


Ln  Memory  of  Abel.  Son  of  Reu- 
ben &  Jerusha  Moulton,  who  died 
Nov.  5tA1810;  Aged  4  Months  <& 
29  day. 

Ln  Memory  of  Sally  Steel,  Daugh- 
ter of  Reuben  cb    Jerusha    Moulton, 


who  died  Jan.    29'"    1807, 
Months  cb  29  days. 

Embalm' d  in  tears, 
These  babes  must  lie, 
Till  Christ  appears, 
And  death  shall  die. 


Aged   4 
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Elizabeth,  R.  daughter  of  Reuben 
&  Jerusha  Moulton,  died  Feb.  13, 
1814,  Aged  9  months. 

Frail  as  a  flower, 
Our  children  fall, 
Beneath  the  power, 
That  formed  us  all. 


Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Judith, 
wife  of  Gershom  Moulton,  &  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Damon,  of  Con. 
who  died  July  20,  1821;  Aged  06 
years. 

She  died  in  hope. 


GERSHOM     MOULTON,     died 
Oct.  26,  1837,  aged  84  years. 


IN  memory  of  Rachel,  wife  of 
Samuel  Moulton,  tcho  died  Sep'  lQ'h 
1812  a<jed  72  years. 

Matured  by  age  to  join  the  just, 
In  faith   the    willing     Christian 

dies  : 
Her  body  seeks  its  parent  dust. 
Her  Spirit  seeks  it's  native  skies. 


In  memory  of  AVIS,  wife  of 
JOHN  MOULTON  died  April.  18, 
1833  ^Z7  71  yrs. 

Now  lifes  career  is  fully  ended 
All  my  sufferings  are  now  oer 
Yes    guardian    angels    have    con- 
veyed me 
To  that  blessed  happy  shore. 

To  the  left  of  this  marble  slab, 
there  is  a  smoothed,  but  unpolished 
heuu  stoue  ui  green  slute  without 
any  engraving  upon  it. 


To  perpetuate  the  memory  of  Mr. 
REUBEN  MO  UZTONwho  died 
Nov.  22J  1803  in  the  60  year  of  his 
age.  this  monument  is  erected  by 
his  Widow  &  Children. 

Adiciof  fond  Husband,   Parent, 

Friend, 
Affection  still  impels  its  here 
Where  life  cfc    love   &  friendship 

end, 
And  sorrow  pours  the  silent  tear 
Ah!  soon  thy   kindred   too   must 

prove 
These    mournful  mansions   ichen 

we 
Soon  bid  adiew  to  those  we  love 
And  lie  forgotten  icith  the  dead! 
Alas  must  dark  oblivion's  wave 
O'er  friends  in  dust  forever  roll? 
No,  Faith  replies  for  Grace  shall 

save 
And  waft  to  bliss  each  heaven  born 

son 


In  remembrance  of  Mrs.  Jane, 
wife  of  Mr.  Samuel  Moulton,  this 
monument  is  raised,  as  a  sacred  tes- 
timonial of  her  Husbands  affection. 
She  died  Jan.  2Q'h  1813;  in  the  32* 
year  of  her  age. 

On    wings    of    time,    thy  parting 

soul  is  born, 
From  thy  fond   husband,  friends 

<£  children  torn  ; 
Embalmed  in   memory,    still   thy 

name  shall  rest, 
While   thy    dear    spirit,    mingles 

with  the  blest. 


Anna,  Wife  of  Wm.  Munsill, 
died  Mag  18.  1814  •  aged  27. 
years. 

Cease  cease  o  my  soul  to  repine, 
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To   the  sweet  contemplation  give 

tear/. 
The  exertion  of  mercy  divine, 
Has  removed  her  to    mansions  of 

clay. 


M'  Throop   Murdick    Died    Feb. 
22,  1801,  Aged  32  years. 

Here  life  &  all  its  pleasures  end  ! 
Here   mourners   wander   read    <£• 

weep 
Soon    each    suceedst    his     fallen 

friend, 
And  in   the  same   cold  bed  must 

sleep. 

He  was  a  clothier  at  Hydeville. 


H ANX AH  wife  of  ezekiel  noble 
died  Aug.  4.  1821  aged  42  years. 


EZEKIEL  NOBLE,  died  Sept.   3. 
1829  aged  62  years. 


In  memory  of  Hannah,  wife  of 
Alanson  Noble,  who  died  Oct.  3, 
1819;  aged  23. 

Thou  wert,  to  like  a  dream 
For  earthly  lone  to  merit  thee. 


Erected  to  the  memory  of  the 
Widow  Achsah  Norton,  who  died 
Aug.  8th,  1S05.     Atat  84. 

Four  score  &  four  revolving  suns 

had  pass 'd 
When  Christ  my  saviour  caWd  me 
home  at  last. 


Erected  to  the  Memory  of 
JO  SI  AH  NO  ETON  Esq.  who 
died  ou  the  26th,  March  AD.  18U3; 
iu  the  56L",  year  of  his  age.  —  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  cfc  graduated 
at  Yale  College  in  1763.      Industry 


A  economy  acquired  him  a  fortune 
—  Rectitude  cfc  philanthropy  gave 
him  respect. 

Sic  transit  gloria  mundi. 


Erected  to  the  memory  of  Burke 
Mi  Norton,  who  died  Dec  26,'* 
1812;  In  the  27,<A  year  of  his  age 

Learn  then,  ye  living,  by  the 
mouths  be  taught 

Of  all  these  Sepulchres  instruc- 
tion true, 

That,  soon  or  late,  Death  also  is 
your  lot  ; 

And  next  the  op'ning  grave  may- 
yawn  for  you. 


In  memory  of  Rebekah,  Wile  of 
Josiah  Norton;  who  died  Jan.  14"',, 
1797.  aged  42  years. 

From  a  World  of  misery  &  care, 
To  mansions   of  eternal    Bliss  re- 


pair, 
Where    Joy 
flows. 


full      perseshon 


JOANNA  NORTHROP,  wife 
op  ELIJAH  NORTHROP  died 
nov.  9,  1819.     AL.  6U  yks. 

Dearest  Mother  thou  hast    left  us 
Here  thy  loss  we  deeply  feel. 
Yet  again  ice  hope  to  meet  thee 
Where  no  farewell  tear  is  shed 


In  memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah,  con- 
sort of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Northrup, 
who  died  June  18'*  1817/  in  the  67. 
year  of  her  age. 

Am Mcipated  joys,  ct  anxious  cares, 
Through  this  short  life  will  land 

us  unawares, 
loose,    then,   from     Earth,     the 

grasp  of  fond  desire. 


'  I 
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Weigh    anchor,     &    the    happier 
climes  explore. 


James  L.  Son  of  Nath  N  tt 
Roxann  Nbrthup,  died  Dec.  11. 
1817,  aged  2  years  <t  1  month. 


RUTH  A.  wife  of  Nathaniel  B. 
Northrop  died  Jane  23,  1847,  JE. 
21  Y,rs. 


Infant  son  of  N.  B  &  R.  A. 
Northrop  died  Aug.  23.  1847,  JE.  2 
months. 


David  Parkill,  son  of  Ira  and 
Lorenda,  Northrup,  bom  and  died 
Nov.  22,  1824. 

Transient,  mortal;  pain,  care  and 

strife 
The  lot  of  man  below; 
While   few,     scarcely    verge    into 

life, 
Nor  feel  another s  woe. 


Emily  L.  daugh.  of  Ira  &  Em- 
ily Northrup,  born  Nov.  7,  1818; 
died  May  15,  1819. 

I  was  my  friend  like  you, 

Ah  what  f 

Had  life,  must  die, 

And  be  forgot. 


Mrs.  EMILY,  wife  of  Capt. 
IRA  NORTHRUP,  died  May  30, 
1819;  Aged  27  years. 

My    friends    belov'd    behold    my 

early  tomb, 
Attend  my  words  Prepare  to   meet 
your  doom. 


CHLOE  wife  of  IRA  NOR- 
THRUP, died  APRIL  21,  1841, 
M.  4G  Y'RS. 

I  would  not  live  alway,  for  to  die 
is  gain. 

Lorenda,  wife  of  Ira  Northrup, 
died  April  14,  1826;  in  the  38  year 
of  her  age. 

The    Saviour   died  and    rose    to 

save, 
Poor      sinners     from        Eternal 

Death; 
To    light    their   passage    to      the 

grave, 
Who  in   His   service    spend   their 

breath. 


In.  Memory  of  two  Infants. 
Sons  of  Cap.  Ira  &  Nancy  Nor- 
thrup. 

Cynthus  born  Oct,  19.  1812,  <£ 
died  Nov.  3.  aged  14  days. 

Melville  Burton  born  July  9.  1814, 
&  died  Oct.  17  aged  3  mo.  <&  8 
days. 

Sweet  babes  dear  smiling  sons  are 

gone 
Nomore  on  earth  to  be: 
The   parents    care    nor    orphans 

sons, 
Lord,  we  devote  to  thee. 


In  Meniory  of  Mrs.  Abigail,  wife 
of  Lieu1.  Ira  Nort/irup,  who  died 
Feb.  11th  1808;  in  the  32"  year  of 
her  age. 

Lo !     In    the      tnansion    of    the 

grave. 
Mi/  body  is  ronfi)id; 
While  you  have  space  to  seek  his 

love, 
The  saviour  of  mankind; 


134 


Remember  then  your  breath  must 

waste, 
Prepared  your  soul  must  be; 
To  meet  your  God  in  peace   and 

rest, 
To  all  Eternity. 


ABIGAIL  wife  of  NATH.I 
NORTHUP  died  Augt.  16.  1831 
^.  67. 

[By  the  side  of  this  grave  is  a 
hole  about  the  size  of  a  man's  head, 
deeper  than  the  length  of  one's 
cane;  this  has  been  filled  with  dirt 
several  times  but  has  as  many  times 
opened  again.  No  explanation  has 
been  given  of  this  phenomenon.] 


NANCY   A.  NORTHROP  DIED 
Sep  13,  1814  ^E  27. 


REBECCAC,  wife  of  EDMUND 
HENERY  and  daughter  of  IRA 
NORTHRUP,  died  APRIL  16, 
1841  M.  36  Y,rs. 

"  The  Spirit  lives." 


Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Emily, 
wife  of  Samuel  Northrup,  who  died 
May  3,  1S24/  in  the  24  year  of  her 


Elijah,  son  of  Elijah  cfc  Joanna 
Northrup,  died  Pec.  27,  1818/  Aged 
2  days. 


NATHANIEL       N OR  TIIR  UP 

died  Augt.  6.  1830'  in  the  79  year  of 
his  age. 


Mrs.  Nancy,    wife   of   Cap.   Ira 
Northrup,  <£  youngest  Paug liter   of 


Pea.  Nehemiah  and  Sarah  Poit, 
died  June  22.  1815/  in  the  33.  year 
of  her  Age. 

Peath  but  removes  a  friend  from 

sight 
That  when  the  storms  of   life  arc 

o'er 
Enrobed   in   garments   clean    and 

white 
We  may  rejoin  on  Cana'ns  shore 

There  streams  of  living  joy 

Irom  Zioii's  hill  decend 
PRAISE  our  divine  employ 

Puration  without  end- 


HARRIETE.  Wife  of  JOLLES 
ORMSBEE  died  Aug.  20.  1813  ^E 
30. 


SIBBIL  PARKIL,  died  April  19, 
1821,  Aged  30. 


ABRAHAM  PARSONS,   DIED 

Oct.  11,  1842  M  68 


WILLIAM  N.  son  of  NATHA- 
NIEL &  POLLY  PARSONS  died 
March  T  1834  in  his  8  year. 


POLLY,  wife  of   NAT1IL  PAR- 
SONS, died  Pec.  23,  1838.     ^£741. 


NATHANIEL  PARSONS,  DIED 

Nov.  2,  1839.     ASed  78. 


In  memory  of  Mr.  Ludlam  Par- 
sons, who  died  Jan.  16,  1813;  aged 
65  years. 

Here  rests  in  peace,  the  poor 
mans  frind, 

Who  lent  in  hope,  yet  fear'd  the 
Lord: 

Faith  bid  his  soul  to  heaven  as- 
cend, 

Where  virtue  finds  a  long  reward. 
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He    was    a    miller   at    Hydeville. 

He  came  from  Long  Island;  brought 
his  family  and  house-hold  goods  up 
into  Vermont  on  a  cart  drawn  by 
two  cows  yoked  up  like  oxen.  For 
many  years  that  village  was  called 
Parson's  Mills. 


Nancy,  daughter  of  Ludlam  & 
Mary  Parsons,  died  Aug.  10th  AD. 
1795.    Aged  9  years. 

Oh,  mournful  hour  • 

When  God  who  gave, 

Cut  down  this  flower, 

To  deck  the  grave. 


MARY,  wife  of  LUDLAM  PAR- 
SONS, died  Sept.  13th.  1795.  Aged 
•43  years. 

Love     still    impels    her     kindred 

here 
Where  she   who   once   was  lovely 

lies, 
While  fond  remembrance  yields  a 

tear, 
Faith    views    her    spirit    in     the 

skies. 


BETSEY,  wife  of  O.  PATTER- 
SON, died  Nov.  12,  1S35  M  46 
yrs. 


NORRIS  E.  PATTISON  DIED 
at  Burlington.  Nov.  22,  1846.  M. 
24  Y,rs. 


JOHN  PERKINS,  DIED  A 
26,  1846,  JE.  37   Y.rs. 


'"J- 


AMELIA  COOKE,-  wife  of 
JOSEPH  PERKINS,  died  Aug. 
25.  Ib34  Aet  2o  years. 

Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in 
the   Lord. 


ZILPAII  HIGLEY,  wife  of 
JOSEPH  PERKINS,  died  March 
25.  1836  Aet  30  years. 

Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  lord 
is  the  death  of  his  saints. 


MARIA  GOODWIN  dauc/hter  of 
Joseph  <£  Amelia  C  Perkins,  died 
Sept.  9.  1834  Aet  1  year. 


MARY  GRIDLEY,  wife  of 
JOSEPH  PERKINS,  died  Jan. 
23,  1831,  Aged  26  years. 

The  brightest  beams  of  mortal  joy; 
A  momentary  ray  : 
They  point  to  pure  eternal  bliss, 
And  beckon  us  away. 


MARY  GREEN  daughter  of 
Joseph  tb  Mary  G.  Perkins,  died 
Dec.  31,  1831  Aet  3  days. 


FRANCES  A.  daughter  of  Joseph 
&  Cynthia  C.  PERKINS,  died  Oct. 
1th,  1846.  Aged  18  months. 


ALBERT  F.  son  of  Nathaniel  & 
Mary  Persons,  died  April  9,  1842, 
in  the  7,  year  of  his  age. 

ALMIRA,  wife  of  B.  PERRY, 
died  Feb.  7,  1842,  ^E.  38. 


SARAH    wife    of   B.    PERRY. 
died  April.  26,  1835  aged  37  year's 


MILO.    J.    son    of    BEERS     & 
SALLY    PERRY,    died    De<:    26, 

1830  Aged  8  years. 


NANCY  wife  of  JOHN  FIR- 
KINS died  Aug.  11,  leioU  u£  [>0 
years. 


6 
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In  memory  of  Mrs.  Susannah 
Plumb,  who  died  June  12tt  1822; 
Aged  56  years. 


In  memory  of  Mr.  Joseph  Plumb, 
who  died  December  27,  1815/  in  the 
61  year  of  his  Age. 


Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs. 
Elizabeth,  second  wife  of  Lt.  Zadock 
Remington,  who  died  Jan.  16'"  1788; 
Aged  34  years. 


In      memory     of    S.      BEMAX 
POND,    who   died    Oct.     15,    1835. 
'  23  years. 


LUCINDA      PORTER      DIED 
Feb.  24,  1852  .-E.  60  yrs. 


In  memory  of  LIEUT.  ZADOCK 
REMINGTON,  Died  June  6,  183*. 
Aged  93. 

Mr.  Remington  came  to  Castleton 
in  1770;  lie  was  the  first  tavern 
keeper  in  that  town,  and  it  is  said 
that  the  men  recruited  for  the  cap- 
ture of  Ticonderoga  quartered  at  his 
place. 

PHECE  JANES  widow  of  AMOS 
RICHARDSON,      in   d     May     21, 


Wm.  RADCL1FFE  died  Beer.  5 
1831.   aged  about  24   year*  a  native       1841.  .Wed  77  year: 
of  Yorkshire  Entjland. 

Erected  by  a  Friend. 


In  memory  of  Ira  Remington, 
icho  died  March  31,  1825/  in  tin 
40'*  year  of  his  Age. 


Mrs.  ANNE  3" 

wife 

of 

Zadock 

Remington,    died 

Aug 

21, 

1805; 

aged  46  years. 

PHILO   A.    RICHMOND    Bom 
May  9,  1807  Died  Oct.  13.  1831. 

[Cross.  I  II  S.] 
THOMAS  RILEY  DIED  FebAl, 
1849.  JSt.  35  Y'rs. 

May  his  soul  rest  in  peace,  Amen. 


WILLIAM      HENRY,     son     of 

Philip   d-   Eliza   M.   ROOF,    died 

t  f  7Annpi;    r>ir\r        Sept.  5,  1848.  Aged  11  3los. 

In  memory  of    ZADOCh    nb.u-  t       '  •' 

"Of  such  istlie  kingdom  of  Heaven." 


IXGTOX  Jr.  toho  died  Augt.  1. 
1830  in  the  41 .  year  of  his  age. 

A.  son  a  husband,  father  now  no 
more, 

His  raptur,d  spirit  treads  the 
heavenly  shore 

There  in  high,  holy  triump  it  will 
rest 

Among  the  blood  wash.cl,  the  re- 
deem,d  throngs 

Joining  with  them  in  everlasting 
sougs. 


DAVID  SAXFORD,  DIFJ) 
APRIL  2,  1S42,  AGED  74  YEARS. 

GEORGE  SOX  OF  Win.  &  Bet- 
sey SAXFORD,  DIED  FEB.  23, 
1S52  M.  30  yus. 

DELIA,  daughter  of  William  A 
Betsey  Sanford,  did  June  12,  1842, 
aged  7  Yrs. 
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BETSEY,  WIFE  OF  Wm.  SAN- 
FORD  DIED  June  29,  1S77,  M.  81 
Y'rs. 


William  Sanford  died  March  24, 
1866.  M.  81  Y'rs 

Dr.  James  Sanford  of  Castleton, 

son  of  William,  furnishes  the  follow- 
ing sketch  of  the  family  : 

William  Sanford  was  born  in 
Pownal,  Vt.,  Dec.  18,  1784.  His 
father  and  mother,  Oliver  and  Fhebe 
Sanford,  were  buried  in  a  little  ceme- 
tery situated  in  the  north  part  of 
Foultney,  a  few  rods  south  of  what 
is  now  known  as  "  Smith's  Saw 
Mill."  Their  graves  are  designated 
with  stones  bearing  appropriate  in- 
scriptions. 

William  Sanford  came  to  the 
town  of  Castleton  in  Oct.,  1799  and 
continued  to  reside  therein  till  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Feb.  13,  1812  he  married  Betsey 
Tattle  who  resided  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  Poultney,  Yt. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  them  : 

Laura  (Mrs.  John  A.  Whitlock) 
of  Yinton,  Iowa;  Mary  (Mrs.  John 
Gilbert  Whitlock)  :  James,  Frank- 
lin, Carlos  and  Clarissa  (Mrs.  L.  W. 
Preston),  now  reside  in  Castleton, 
Yt. 

Phebe  (Mrs.  James  C.  Ilogle)  is  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

William  Sanford  held  many  offices 
of  trust  and  was  noted  for  his  habits 
of  industry,  his  strict  honesty  and 
sound  judgment  pertaining  to  the 
common  affairs  of  life. 

His  estimable  wife  Betsey  was  not 
lacking  in  any  of  the  good  qualities 
necessary  to  secure  a  united  family 
ami  a  happy  home. 


Salmon  Son  of  David  <£  Abigail 


Sanford.  died  Jan  11'*,  1 80S 

10  Mouths  ct  1 1  days. 

Sleep  on  sweet  babe, 
no  anxious  care, 

Disturbs  thy  peaceful 
mansions  aboce 


Aged 


In  Memory  of  Abigail  Sanford, 
wife  of  David  Sanford  Esq.,  who 
died  Feb.  20.  1813;  in  the  44.  year 
of  her  age. 

Cold    is   the    breast   where    virtue 

reign''  d 
Pale  is  the  cheek  that  bloom\l  as 

may 
Lost  to  her  friends    are    all   her 

charms 
Dim    are    her    eyes  and   cold  her 

clay. 

D.  W.  S.  [The  head  stone  to  this 
grave  is  broken  and  lost,  but  the  foot 
stone  is  lettered  as  above.] 


J.  A.  SEARS  son  of  Ira  &  Sally 
Stars  died  Jan.  1,  1835  aged  29  m's 

CYRUS,  son  of  Charles  cfc  Eliza 
Shannon  died  Oct.  10,  1851.  aged  Id 
mon's. 


SALLY  CAMPBELL  SHAW 

Aged  10  years. 

MARGARET  M.  wife  of  A.  C, 
Shaw,  DIED  Dec.  5,  1840,  ^E.  44 
Y'rs. 


In  remembrance  of  3Irs.  Prudence 
wife  of  Mr.  Augustus  M.  Shaw 
She  died  July  16,  1816;  in  the  38 
year  of  her  Age. 
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This  monument  is  raised  as  a 
sacred  testimonial  of  her  husband's 
affection. 


Doct.  SAMUEL  SHAW,  Aged 
58  years. 

The  above  is  all  there  is  recorded 
of  Dr.  Shaw  on  his  head  stone.  He 
died  near  Clarendon  Sprinys,  Vt. 
Oct.  22,  1827,  and  his  remains  were 
•brought  to  Castleton   for  interment. 

The  large  Button-wood  tree  stand- 
ing at  the  north-east  corner  of  the 
Sandford  House  in  Castleton  Village 
was  planted  by  him  about  ninety 
years  ago.  He  rode  horseback  when 
visiting  his  patients,  and  on  his  way 
home  one  day  he  cut  a  limb  of  But- 
ton-wood for  a  riding  stick;  when 
he  reached  home  he  stuck  it  into  the 
ground  in  his  front  yard  where  it 
continued  to  grow.  It  is  now  about 
three  feet  in  diameter. 

When  his  grandson  Henry  Shaw 
(Josh  Billings),  visited  Castleton  in 
the  autumn  of  1882,  his  wife  carried 
home  some  of  the  limbs  of  the  old 
tree  as  mementoes. 

Dr.  Shaw  was  a  prominent  physi- 
cian in  Castleton,  and  owned  con- 
siderable property.  He  was  quite  a 
politician  and  was  representative  to 
Congress  from  1808  to  1813. 


ANN  C.  wifk  of  L.  SHERMAN, 
DIED  SEPT.  19,  1846.  At.  36  YRS. 
Many  hare  lived  longer, 
None  more,  upright. 


EDMUND  P.  died  May  4,  1842. 
AGED  16  Months. 

CHARLES  B.  died  March  7,  1847. 
Aged  8  Months. 

Children  of  Lycurgus  dc  Ann  C. 
SHERMAN. 


VOLNEY      SHERMAN,      died 
June  6,  1842,  Aged  30  Yeaes. 


HAPPYLONY  wife  of  VOL- 
NEY SHERMAN,  died  April  17, 
1842,  Aged  28  Yeaes. 


CULLEN  son  of  Volney  &  Hap- 
pylony  Sherman  died  Feb.  27,  1842, 
M.  8  Yrs  .&  6  Ms. 


LOVISA,    widow   of    ELEASER 
SHERMAN    &   J.    N.    ANDRUS, 

DIED  JUNE  27,   1846,   Al.  53  Y'S.' 


Mr.  George  Smith,  -Died  Sejj.  16. 
AD.  1813;  Aged  60  years. 

His   worth  shall  in    remembrance 

live, 
While  earth  his  cold  remains  shall 

keep, 
While  virtue  has  a  tear  to  give, 
Or  mourners  have  a  heart  to  weep. 

This  marble  is  erected  to  the 
memory  of  Royal  Ceylon  Smith, 
the  eldest  son  of  the  Ilev*  Elihu  it 
Clarissa  Smith;  loho  departed  this 
life  Sep'  4'"  1814;  Aged  10  years. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Clar'asa 
Smith,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the 
Rev,d  Elihu  tfc  Clarissa  Smith;  who 
departed  this  life  April.  15,'*  1813/ 
in  the  l'h  year  of  her  age. 
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ANNA  widow  of  GEO.  SMITH, 
and  L.  FAIRBAXK.  died  June  26, 
184U.  in  her  83,  Year. 


INNOCENCE  P.  wife  of  O.  C. 
SMITH  died  Sept.  12,  1841  in  her 
34,  ye,r. 

HENRY.  F  son  of  JOSEPH  & 
MARIAH  SMITH  died  Oct.  1,  1882 
aged  2  years  &  3  months. 

LUCY  STARR,  daughter  of  K 
&  E.  S.  Southmayd,  died  March 
28,  1S42,  M.  29. 


JULIA  EMILY,  Daughter  of  E. 
dk  E.  S.  Southmayd  DIED  August 
23.  1840,  .£•.  34. 


Infant  child  of  E.  &  E.  S.  South. 
myd  died  Oct.  4.  1816. 


John  A.  Hall  son  of  E.  &  E  S. 
Southmayd  died  March  IS.  1810. 
JE.  1  year. 


William  it  Sarah  children  oj  E. 
&  E.  S.  Southmaud  died  March  9. 
1808. 


ELIZABETH  S.  wife  of  E.  South- 
mayd, DIED  July  3,  1842,  in  the 
66,  year  of  her  age. 

Lucy  Starr  daughter  of  E.  it  E. 
S.  Southmayd  died  March  27,  1813, 
^E.  2  years. 

EBENEZEli  SOUTHMAYD, 
DIED  Sept.  30,  1831,  agedo7. 

Mr  Southmayd  made  pewter  ware 
of  various  kinds  in  Castleton  village. 


The  one  story  house  owned  by  the 
Cheever  heirs  on  the  south  side  of 
the  village  green,  and  now  (1*87) 
occupied  by  Dr.  Jolm  M.  Currier, 
was  once  his  shop.  His  lathe  was 
turned  by  horse  power.  He  followed 
this  business  from  1802  till  he  died. 
He  was  a  native  of  Connecticut. 

ELIZABETH  daughter  of  Ches- 
ter &  Eliza  Soencer,  died  Nov.  11, 
1845.  iE.  24  Y'rs. 


JULIA  A.  BACON  wife  of 
Rev.  JOSEPH  STEELE  bom  at 
Great  Barringtori  Mass  Oct.  19 
1805  Died  June  17  1832 


JOHN  JOSEPH  son  of  J  <&  J 
A.  STEEL  bom  Oct.  27  1831  died 
Ap.  23  1832 

SARAH  wife  of  Win.  STEPH- 
ENS, &  daughter  of  D.  &  A.  SAX- 
FORD.  died  June  28,  1820  Al.  25 
Y'rs. 


Anne  wife  of  Asbel  Steve?is  died 
Sept.  29'",  1790;  in  the  21.  year  of 
her  age. 

LYDIA  M.  STEVENS  died 
March  8  1814.  aged  4  yrs. 


In  Memory  of  Nelson  Temple. 
Stevens,  Son  of  William  it  Anna 
Stevens,  who  died  March  18'*,  1810, 
Aged  2  years  it  7  days. 

Sleep  on  siceet  babe, 
And  take  your  rest; 
GodcalPdyou  home, 
He  thought  it  best. 


MO 


J.  C.  STEVENS  DIED   FEB.  14 
1851  M.  42  Years. 


LUKE   STEVENS   died  Feb.    5, 
1813  aged  77  years. 


WILLIAM  STEVENS  died  Feb. 
7,  1813  afed  47  years. 

JERUSHA  B.    STEVENS,    died 
June.  25,  1819  aged  24  yrs. 


ANNA  widow  of  William  Stevens 
DIED  Feb.  14,  1844,  JE.  70  Yrs. 


Perez    Sturtevant,  died   Aug.    7"", 
1796.  in  the  59'*,  year  of  his  age. 

Lord  when    I  leave    this  earthly 

tomb 
And  thou  shall   bid  me  rise  and 

come 
Send  a  beloved  Angel  down, 
Safe  to  conduct  my  Spirit  home. 


Mr.  Matthew  Taylor  died  Feb.  20. 
1815  in  the  53.  year  of  his  Age. 

Though  trials  did  him  here  molest, 
While  journeying  to  the  tomb: 
We  trust   he  dicells  in  perfect  rest, 
Where  troubles  never  come. 

Soon  will  this  slumbWing  dust  arise; 

Its  glory  none  can  tell ! 

And  join  his  kindred  in  the  skies, 
WJiere  saints  j  or  ever  dwell. 

Beneath  this  stone  Ts  deposited- 
The  mortal  remains  of  Clarinia  B. 
Temple.  Wife  of  ROBERT  TEM- 
PLE. She  expired  December  24. 
1811.  Aged  30. 

POLLY,  wife  of  Nat  HI  Thomp- 
son died  Jan.  10,  1839  Aet.  57. 


Mr.  NATHANIEL  THOMP- 
SON, died  Jan.  10,  1825/  aged  45 
years. 


Mrs.  Lucy,  wife  of  Mr.  Na- 
thaniel Thomp>son',  Died.  Sep.  30. 
1803/  Aged  21  years. 

With    many    charms   of    nature 

blest, 
In  faith  &,  peace   she   closed  her 

eyes  : 
Her  relics  here  have  found  a  rest, 
Her  soul  a  mansion  in  the  skies. 


Jesse  &  Mabel 

Thrall,  died  Jan.  31,  1803.  M  1  year. 

This  stone  is  of  white  marble  but 
has  crumbled  away  so  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  make  out  the  first  part  of 
the  inscription. 


HARRIET  E.  daughter  of  Caleb 
&  .4%a/rrOMLINSON,  born  april 
10,  T822  died  Jan.  16,  1839 


MARY,  widow  of  CYRUS  TOM- 
LINSON,  died  Jan.  8,  1848.  Aged 
74   Yrs. 


In  memory  of  CYRUS  TOM- 
BLESON  who  died  Aug.  29  1839 
in  the  62  year  of  his  age. 


REBECCA  TUTTLE,  Consort  of 
NOAH  TUTTLE,  DIED  Feb.  13, 
1853,  JE.  78   Y'rs. 


ROXY  TUTTLE  DIED  Jan.  10, 
1866,  M.  65  y'rs. 

NO AU  TUTTLE,  DIED  May  28, 
1847,  JE.  77    Y'rs. 
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RHODA,  wife  of  HARVY  TUT- 
TLE  &  daughter  of  D.  &  A.  san- 
ford  died  July  13,  1817.  aged  19 
Yer's. 

EMMA  AMELIA,  daughter  of 
Thomas  J.  &  Rosalinda,  UNDER- 
WOOD DIED  July,  1846,  aged  1 
year  8  Ms.  &  4  Ds. 


rrBt?ri?rlAH  wife  °S  JAMES 
VANEMBURGH  died  Oct.  13 
1830  JE.  28  years. 


ORPHAXA,  only  daugh'r  of 
GILBERT  &  ELECTA  WALLIS, 
born  July  23,  180G  died  July  13 
1839.  ' 

AN  orphan  born,  a  Mothers  care 

New-born  a  child  of  grace, 

She   early   saught    in  faith    and 

prayr 
Her  Heavenly  Father 's  face. 

HARRIET  A.  wife  of  JABEZ 
WARD,  died  Nov.  27  1838  aged  32- 

Mrs.  IRENA  M.  P.  wife  of 
JOSEPH.  B.     WATERIIOUSE, 

died  Nov.  24,  1828;  Aged  28  years. 

Mrs.  Mary  Westover  died  Sept. 
25,  1835  Aged  65  years. 

The  following  facts  were  furnished 
by  Hyde  Westover,  now  (1886) 
nearly  92  years  of  age. 

Mary  Hyde  Westover,  mother  of 
Hyde  Westover,  was  born  at  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  July  3d,,  1770.  The 
youngest  daughter  of  Capt.  Jedediah 
Hyde,  born  at  Norwich,  Con,,.,  Aug, 
24th,  1738.  The  only  son  of  Rev.' 
Jedediah  Hyde  of  Norwich  by  his 
first    wife    Jerusha    Perkins,    was   a 


grandson  of  "William  Hyde"  of 
the  third  generation  ;  he  married 
Mary  Waterman  Jan.  28th  1761  • 
settled  at  Norwich,  Conn.  He  was 
an  officer  in  the  Army  of  the  Revo- 
lution. At  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hll  he  was  first  Lieu'  of  Cap'  Coit's 
company,  ai,d  afterwards  com- 
manded a  company  in  the  Regular 
Army.  n 


William,  son  of  Simeon  &  Polly 
Wheeler,  died  March  11,".  1813  • 
agedU  Years.1 


Polly,  daughter  of  Simeon  & 
Polly  Wheeler,  died  Dec.  14,'A  1811. 
in  Me  4,">  year  of  her  age. 

RUTH,  widow  of  Amos  Wheaton 

died  Jan.  15,  1847.  ag'd  62  years. 

CHARLES  EMORY,  son  of  Isaac 
G.  t&  Emily  A.  Wheaton,  died  Nov. 
13,  1852.  aged  3  yrs.  1  mo.  &  14  ds. 

PHEBE  Daughter  o/'NICHOLAS 
AGNASAN  WHEELER  died  Sept 
31,  1831.  aged  22  yrs. 


In.  Memory  of  Simeon  Wheeler, 
who  died  March  17.  1813;  in  the  80.' 
year  of  his  aye. 

Why    lovely  friend  indulge    that 

tear 
Why    trembling    view    my    dark 

abode 
Though  you  with  me  must  moulder 

here 
Yet  faith    can    wing    the   soul   to 

God. 
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Son  died  Deem  29  1796.  JEMIMA  wife  of  JOHN   WHIT- 

Daniel  d/ed  March   23   1810  aged  LOCK  died  Feb.   25,  1833    aged  87 

1  year.  years. 
Sally   died  June   23    1799   aged  3 

m0ri^5  JHN     WHITLOCK     died     Oct, 

Children  of  Levy  &  Chloe    Whit-  21»  1828>  a9ed  83  2/ears- 
lock. 

CHLOE    relict  of  the  late  LEVI 

Phebe  daughter  of  Levy  &  Chloe  WHITLOCK    died     in    Cambridge 

Whitlock  died  March  28  1810  aged  N.  Y.  March  27  1833  M.  58  yrs. 

3  years.  

Mr  Levy  Whitlock   died  April  2. 

Son  died  Feb.  8  1811.  1813.  aged  45  years 

Levi  Mason,  died  April  15th  1813,  Here  rests  a   man  whos  hmH  md 

aged  2  years  mind, 

Children  of  Levi  and  Chloe  Whit-  Were  fornrd  for    duty    and  for 


lock 

Simeon  L.  son  of  Lucy  &  Chloe 
Whitlock  died  March  10  1814  aged 
6  months  HENRY      WHITLOCK     DIED 


love, 
In  life  upright  in  death  resignd 
Faith  views  him   now   in   realms 

above. 


ANNA,  wife  of  J.    WHITLOCK 


July  23  1848.  Aged  48  Years. 


JR.  am  AprU  24,  1844.   AgtiU         ^^     ranmOT.    died 

Tears. 


JULY  23,  1844.  .£.  37  Yrs. 


JOHN   WHITLOCK  Jr.    died  SARAn  D.    wm   OF  AgA   WIL. 

Oct.  13  1830  aged  o9  years  KIN§  DIED  Dec-  29?  l%(..^  ^  ^ 

In  memory  of  CHLOE,  wife  of  ASEKATII,  Relict  of  LEE  K. 

JAMES  WHITLOCK,  who  died  WILLS,  died  March  20,  1836;  in 

1,  Feb.   1819;  in  the  26   year  of  her  the  34  year  of  her  age. 

Age.  

Thus  when  the  night  of  death  had  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Jerusha, 

come,  consort    of   Robert     Wire    who   de- 

And  bid  her  soul  from  earth  re-  paried  this  Ufe   March,  S<»  1810  in 

move,  ,j    0,-.[A              r. , 

tt      j.      '                    7   ,       7    ,     ,,  the  2b"  uear  or  her  aae. 

Her  form    remained  to    deck    the  a          '            •' 

tomb               '  Youth,  sparkling,  fascinating  dear, 

Her  spirit  soard  to  realms  above.  GaU  thoughtless  of  its  doom  ! 

Death    breathes    a   sudden  poison 

Erected    by    her    Father,    Daniel  near, 

Eaton  Esq.  And  sweeps  it  to  the  tomb. 


/ 
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GEORGE  SELWYN.  son  of 
Alphoyiso  <£•  Lucy  B.  WOOD,  died 
Sept.  16.  1849.  Aged  15  months. 


Mrs.  Charlotte,  wife  of  Copt. 
Arunah  Woodward,  died  May  11**, 
1813;  Aged  51  years. 


MENERVA  Daughter  o/  Copt. 
Araunah  &  Charlotte  Woodward, 
died  July  26/1793;  Aged  12  Years. 


SARAH,  Daughter  of  t'apt. 
Araunah  &  Charlotte  Woodward 
died  October  16th  1795.  Aged  9 
Years. 


SARAH  Daughter  of  Capt. 
Araunah  &  Charlotte  Woodward 
died  Feb.  27  1796;  Aged  9  Month  & 
22  Days. 


CHARLOTTE  ]    ELIZA,?!  Died 

Aug.  15,  1836.  j5L.  16  M,s.  daughter 

OF  G.   S.  &  P.  WOODWARD. 


Mrs  Charlotte,  wife  of  Capt. 
Arunah  Woodward,  died  May  11,'* 
1813;  Aged  51   Years. 


Aruna    Woodward    died    Jan   1, 
1835  in  his  82  year. 


LUCIA  H.  dauohtrr  of  S.  &  P. 
Wxdw/.rd  died  Ftb  IT*  1831  ^ 
17  mo. 


MISCELLANEOUS     EPITAPHS. 


Several  curious  epitaphs  have 
been  written  upon  dogs,  pi"s  and 
horses  in  Rutland  Count j,° which 
have  created  much  Kcnsntion  ami 
amusement  in  the  community,  which 
we  insert  here. 

Dog  Movitmext. 

Selah  II.  Langdon,  morelianf  and 
owner  of  the  linseed  oil  mill  in 
Castlctnn  village,  in  about  IH40 
owned  a  white  biid  dog  of  which  he 
was  very  fond.  But  the  dog  hud  a 
habit  which  was  the  means  of  his 
death,  lie  frequented  the  kitchens 
and  back  yards  of  his  neighbors 
very  much  to  their  annoyance;  and 
several  times  he  had  been  known  to 
walk  in  slyly  and  grab  a  pieec  of 
meat  which  was  ready  for  dinner 
and  runaway  with  it.  One  evening 
early,  a  gnu  was  heard  and  Mr. 
Langdon  found  his  dog  shot  dead. 
That  same  evening  he  and  several 
of  his  intimate  friends  were  as- 
sembled in  his  room  near  the  oil 
mill,  as  was  frequently  the  case,  to 
have  a  smoke,  tell  stories,  play  cards 
and  sip  a  little  New  England  rum, 
when  about  midnight  it  was  sug- 
gested that  they  give  the  dog  a 
respectable  burial.  So  they  due;  a 
grave  on  the  south  side  of  the  flume 
to  the  oil  mill,  a  few  feet  from  the 
water,  and  there  buried  the  remains 
of  his  pet  and  neighbor's  pest. 

Thomas  J.  Ormsbee  of  Sutherland 
Falls  suggested  that  a  gravestone  be 
erected  to  commemorate  the  event, 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  party, 
and  in  a  few  days  it  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  grave,  a  conspicuous 
object  from  the  mills  and  store;  and 
everybody  doing  business  there  had 
the  curiosity  to  read  it.  It  ran  as 
follows: — 
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_  Thanks  to  my  few  friends  that  I  have 
lived  to  a  good  old  age  &  lived  happy. 
They  protected  me  njrui r-st  my  foolish 
enemies,  to  the  last.     SliOT. 

Mr.  Ormsbee  was  connected  with 
the  marble  works  at  the  Falls  at  the 
lime  and  he  pot  Deacon  Humphrey 
to  engrave  the  stone.  After  the 
stone  was  loaded  and  started  for 
Castleton,  the  Deacon  had  the  curios- 
ity to  know  more  about  such  a  singu- 
lar epitaph  and  wanted  to  know 
■whose  it  was. 

Mr.  Ormsbee  then  gave  him  a 
history  of  the  dog  and  event.  The 
Deacon  was  horror  struck  and  in- 
dignantly exclaimed  : —  "  Sacrilege  ! 
Sacrilege  '  !  Had  I  known  what  it 
was  for  I  never  would  have  en- 
graved it.'' 

The  epitaph  was  composed  by  Mr. 
Laugdon  the  owner  of  the  dog. 

Pig  Monument. 

In  the  summer  of  1876*  Mr- 
Charles  G.  Childs  of  Sheffield  Mass., 
had  two  fine  pigs  presented  to  him 
by  Mr.  \V.  E.  Baker  of  Boston. 
They  were  sent  to  Castleton,  Vt., 
and  on  the  trip  one  died;  and  after 
several  days   the  second    one    died. 

Mr.  Childs  had  it  placed  in  a 
casket  taken  over  to  Neshobe  Island 
and  buried  in  the  grove  on  the  south- 
eastern point  of  land  that  extends 
into  Lake  Bomoseen. 

Mr.  Childs  gOo  a  marble  monu- 
ment for  the  pig  and  on  it  was  en- 
graved the  following  epitaph: — 

Fraternal  Welcome A  Pig 

Died Berkshire. 

The  monument  stood  there  several 
years,  but  the  hand  of  vandalism  de- 
faced it;  and  when  the  island  was 
fitted  lip  for  a  summer  resort  the  re- 
maius  of  the  monument  were  dumped 
into  the  lake. 


It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this 
monument  could  not  have  remained 
to  have  added  to  the  attractiveness 
and  interest  of  the  island 

*Ah  account  of  the  Celebration  of 
the  Fourth  of  July  1881  at  Mason 't 
Point,  Lake  Bomoseen,  page  21. 

Dog  Monument. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  II.  Slasson  of 
West  Rutland  were  always  charmed 
with  the  beauties  of  Lake  Bomoseen 
and  used  to  spend  much  time  in 
visiting  its  shores  and  camping  in 
its  shady  groves.  One  summer  Mrs. 
Slasson  lost  a  little  pet  dog,  which 
she  honored  with  a  funeral  pro- 
cession, and  buried  its  remains  on 
the  eastern  shore  of  the  lake  near 
the  water's  edge.  On  the  grave 
they  erected  a  small  marble  monu- 
ment upon  which  was  engraved  : 

SANCHO  PANZA,  May  18G5. 

This  mark  of  respect  for  the  dog 
seemed  singular  to  many  people, 
and  particularly  so  to  a  wag,  who 
composed  a  hymn  for  the  occasion. 
It  was  not  sung  however  nor  even 
found  out  till  some  time  afterwards. 
We  copy  the  hymn  to  Sancho  entire: 

Poor  Sancho  !  sweet  dog  !  thou  art  gone  ; 

Tliou'lt  rest  no  more  on  our  sofa; 

And  never  gnaw  another  bone; 

Nor  bark  at  a  lazy  loafer. 

No  more  will  stones  be  thrown  at  thee. 

Nor  dry  thy  locks  before  the  fire  : 

Nor  chase  the  torn  cat  up  a  tree  ; 

Nor  lift  thy  leg  to  post  or  brier. 

That  bless'd  dog-heaven  is  thy  lot, 

Where  all  are  ted  the  best  veal-cuts. 

The  most  delicious  steaks  and  chop, 

And  communion  with  clever  sluts. 

Epitaph  o.v  a  Hoese. 

Aninah  and  Pitt  W.  Hyde  of 
Hydeville  were  in  company  in  the 
Slate  business  and  owned  a  mare 
that  was  over-worked  and  abused  by 
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the  teamster.  One  night  she  died, 
and  one  Levi  Phillips  wrote  the 
following  epitaph  on  the  stable  door. 

O'er  yonder  green  hill  lies  "  ttuney'n  "  old 

nag  ; 
Pat.  Welsh  drawed  her  off  with  a  bull  and 

stag. 
Peace  to  her  ashes  her  labors  are  o'er, 
She'll  feel  the  la^h  of  the  tyrant  no  more. 

Pitt  W.,  read  it  first  and  began  to 
rail  against  the  author,  but  when 
"  Runey "  came  up  and  read  it, 
said;  "  Oh  that  is  sublime,  if  1  knew 
the  author  I  would  give  hiin  a  barrel 
of  flour." 

Epitaph  before  Death. 

When  Castlcton  was  first  being 
settled,  with  only  a  few  dwellings 
scattered  here  and  there  along  the 
valley  of  Castleton  river,  there  lived 
a  man  under  the  shadows  of  Bird's 
Mountain,  by  the  name  of  Keasel. 
One  evening  a  stranger  called  and 
wanted  to  stay  over  night.  Keasel 
told  him  that  he  would  keep  him 
over  night  and  give  hi  in  his  meals 
and  lodging  provided  he  would 
write  him  an  epitaph.  The  stranger 
assented  to  the  proposition  :  one- 
half  to  be  written  that  evening  and 
the  other  half  next  morning.  Sup- 
per  was   prepared     for    the    weary 


traveler  and  partaken  of  with  a 
relish.     When  supper  was   over  he 

took  a  seat  in  front  of  the  large  open 
fire  place  in  which  blazed  one  of  the 
most  cheerful  fires  of  rock  maple 
wood,  so  common  in  those  days,  and 
repeated  the  following  stanza: 

There  was  a  man  who  diod  of  late, 
The  angels  did  impatiently  wait, 
With  out  stretched  arms  and  wings  ol'love. 
To  bear  him  to  the  realms  above. 

Keasel  seemed  very  much  pleased 
with    this  part  of  the  epitaph,  and 
the   evening    was    very     pleasantly 
Bpent.      The   stranger    retired    and 
slept  comfortably  all  night.     In  the 
morning  a  fine    breakfast    was  pre- 
pared for  him,  for  it  was   not   often 
that  the  Keasel  family  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  enjoying  such  entertaining 
literary    gentlemen.      Alter    break- 
fast the  stranger  took    his  pack  on 
his  back  stood  near  the  door   with 
his  hat  in    his    hand,  and    repeated 
the  remainder  of  the  epitaph: 
While  they  disputed. for  the  prize, 
Still  hovering  around  the  lower  sides. 
In  slipped  the  Devil  like  a  wcazel 
And  dmvn  to  Hell  kicked  old  Keasel. 

Keasel  was  indignant  and  started 
for  the  stranger  who  went  out  of 
the  door  about  six  inches  in  front  of 
Keasel's  boot. 


COLLECTIONS  OF  THE  RUTLAND  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


Organization    of    the   Episcopal 
church  in  Castleton. 
Castleton  February  7th  1785. 
Sir  Some    Time  the   Beginning  of 
August   Last     Past    the   Episcopal 
Church    in    this   Town  was    Incor- 
porated (my  Self  being  Present)  and 
officers  duely  Chosen    aud  the  Said 
Church  put  them  Selves   under  my 


Care  and  Administration  and  agreed 
to  Pay  me  for  my  Services  among 
them,  all  which  with  the  Day  and 
Date  may  be  Seen  In  the  Records 
Kept  by  Mr  Gaylard  Hawkins  who 
was  Chosen  Clerk  &  Messers  Elisha 
Kilborn  and  John  Whitlock  War- 
dens. I  Conclude  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  this  State  they  are  amenable 
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to  me  only  for  Minister  Rates  or  on 
any  Ministeral  account. 

I  am  Sr  your  Humble  Servant 
James  Nichols  E  Mis'  Mr.  Brewster 
Higley  Town  Clerk  &c. 

Received  March  1" 

A.  D.  1735  and 

here  Recorded 

Test  Brewster  Iligley 
Register 


pain  and  also  for  precuring  a  Town 
Book  for  Said  Town. 


Castletox  votes  to  pat  a  soldier. 

The  following  item  was  found  in 
the  town  records  of  Castleton: 

At  a  Town  Meeting  Ilolden  at 
Castleton  April  IT'*  Annodomini 
1782.  Made  Choice  of  Ensign  Ger- 
shom  Lake  Moderator.  Voted  to 
Raise  a  Rate  of  Forty  Nine  pounds 
Eight  Shillings  on  the  List  1731  to 
Pay  the  Soldier  Raised  in  the  Town 
of  Castleton  for  the  Ensuing  Cam- 


Pi  kce  ok  Shell. 

This  is  a  piece  of  one  of  the  first 
shells  that  were  thrown  from  Morris' 
Island  by  Gen.  Gilmore's  Battery 
into  Charleston,  S.  C. 

It  was  fired  by  the  large  gun 
called  Swamp  Angel. 

This  was  presented  by  Alexander 
Paul  now  (1885)  of  Castleton,  Vt., 
but  formerly  from  Charleston,  S.  C. 
He  was  in  New  Jersey  during  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion. 

It  was  presented  to  him  by  his 
f,  r>nd  V.  M.  Salvo  who  was  a 
r<  ,ident  in  Charleston  during  the 
War,  and  picked  up  this  specimen 
with  his  own  hands. 

He  was  in  the  Confederate  service 
at  the  time. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  RUTLAND  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOGIET 


V 


ANNUAL  MEETING  HELD   AT  GRIFFITH'S   LAKE  VIEW  HOUSE.  ON  THE  SHORE 
O.F  LAKE  ST.   CATHERINE.  ON   FRIDAY,  AUGUST  20,   188fi. 


Griffith's  Hotel  is  located  at  the  northern 
extremity  of  Lake  St.  Catherine,  in  the  town 
of  Poultney,  near  the  shore  of  the  lake.  A 
delightful  grove  of  pines  and  other  trees 
skirts  the  shore  and  surrounds  the  hotel  build- 
ings. The  view  of  the  lake  and  mountains 
from  this  point  is  picturesque,  and  the  cool 
groves  afi'ird  one  of  the  most  inviting  resorts 
during  the  hot  summer  months. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Rutland  County 
Historical  Society  had  been  called  to  meet  at 
this  place  on  Friday  August  20,  188(5.  The 
day  was  warm  and  pleasant.  An  executive 
session  was  called  to  order  in  the  hotel  parlor 
by  the  president,  Hon.  Barnes  Frisbie. 

OFFICERS   ELECTED. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
year  ensuing  :  Hon  Barnes  Frisbie.  of  Poult- 
ney, president;  Hon.  Henry  Clark,  of  Rut- 
land. 1st.  vice-president;  Hon.  E.  L.  Bar- 
bour, of  Benson,  2nd.  vice-president;  Dr. 
John  M.  Currier,  of  Castleton,  Secretary ;  and 
E.  H.  Phelps,  of  Fairhaven,  treasurer. 

HONORARY  MEMBERS. 

The  following  honorary  members  were  elec- 
ted :  Hon.  G.  F.Edmunds,  of  Burlington,  Vt,, 
and  Prof.  John  A.  Howe,  of  Albany,  N.  V. 

MEETING   IN   THE   GROVE. 

After  the  business  of  the  executive  session 
was  finished,  the  exercises  commenced  in  the 
beautiful  pine  grove  southeast  of  the  hotel. 
The  president  made  some  prefatory  remarks 
and  announced  that  a  poem  would  be  read  by 
Dr.  Sattord  Reynolds,  of  Middle  Granville, 
N.  Y.,  entitled: 


lake  sr    Catherine's  welcome  to  the  iter- 

LAND  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  80CIKTY. 

Lake  St.  Catherine  you  have  a  call  to-day. 
Dress  in  your  best  and  be  sure  to  look  gay; 
Glimmer  and  ripple,  laugh  and  sing. 
And  fill  our  hearts  with  the  joy  you  bring. 

The  brains  of  the  County  have  made  you  a  call. 
Put  on  your  white  cap  and  dress  for  a  ball: 
Sing  your  merriest  song  as  such  calls  are  few, 
For  the  "Judge"  and  the     Doctor"  have  come  to  see 

Make  them  feel  they  are  welcome  to  stand  on  your 

shore, 
Kiss  their  brows  with  your  breezes,  fill  their  hearts 

with  your  lore; 
Let  them  rest  on  your  bosom  in  perfect  repose 
But  be   careful  and  change   not  the  color  of  their 


ltains,  that  in  gran 
buntaius  and   liste 


Bid  them  gaze  on  you 

do  rise, 
Bid  them  drink  from 

the  sighs 
Of  the  mild   summer   beezes   that   roam  o'er  y 

hills. 
Bid  them  drive  away  care  and  all  of  life's  ills. 

And  when  again  they  shall  gather  at  their   aim 

feast, 
I  May   their   ranks   be   unbroken   and    "Howe"  t 

guest 
As  shadows  grow  longer  in  life's  weary  way 
May  they  ever  remember  the  joys  of  this  day. 

This  poem  was  responded  to  by  both 
president  and  the  secretary 

Dr.  L  D.  Ross,  of  Poultney,  then  read 
account  of 

THE  CELEBRATION    OF   JULY    4,     1854,    AS    IX 
AT  EAST  POULTNEY.  VT. 

We  copy  from  The  Poultney  Journal, 
August  27th,  the  account  of  Dr.  Ross'  pap 


•Dr.  L.  I).  Ross  was  then  introduced  who 
read  a  paper  descriptive  of  a  Fourth  of  July 
celebration  in  East  Poultney,  in  1«j4. 

This  proved  to  he  an  interesting  paper,  and 
valuable  as  i  part  of  the  local  history  of  the 
town  of  Poultney.  The  account  of  tli  •  cele- 
bration was  made  the  more  interesting  and 
valuable  from  the  natural  neas  oi  the  descrip- 
tion. The  celebration  seemed  to  have  been  a 
new  departure  from  the  character  of  the 
fourth  of  July  celebrations  which  had  hither- 
to prevailed.  Mankind  had  always  been  in- 
clined to  celebrate  in  some  way  or  other  from 
Adam  and  Eve,  down.  After  our  indepen- 
dence was  won  it  was  by  the  firing  of  can- 
nons, shouts  and  hurrahs  for  half  a  century 
and  more,  but  our  East  Poultney  friends  in  '54 
conceived  a  plan  of  celebration  with  the  use 
of  less  powder  and  less  hurrah,  and  instead  a 
social  gathering  well  spiced  with  merriment 
of  a  genial  and  appropri  te  character.  A 
meeting  was  called,  Elisha  Ashley  was  made 
president  anil  1-  l>.  Ross  secretary,  commit- 
tees appointed,  arrangements  made,  and  the 
place  selected  for  the  celebration  was  in  the 
shade  of  Susan  Lamson's  elm.  the  same  mag- 
nificent tree  still  standing  on  the  premises 
.now  owned  by  the  Messrs  Prindle  Dr.  Itoss 
gave  a  long  list  of  names  of  those  who  were 
at  this  celebration,  among  whom  were  Esquire 
Ashley.  Esquire  Harris.  James  Winched.  Col. 
Bailey,  Harlow  Hosford,  Amos  Bliss.  Paul  M 
Ross,  Rufus  H.  Green,  ami  others,  and  the 
parts  assigned  to  different  ones,  the  toasts 
given,  responses,  etc.  The  whole  thing  was 
a  life-like  exhibition  of  the  men  and  women 
of  that  day  in  East  Poultney." 


II. 


LINKS  TO  LAKK  ST.  ( 

E    L.  Barbour,  aft- 


terestin.n  reminiscences  of  the  Lake  lift}' 
ago,  closed  with  the  following  lines  ir 
vised  at  the  hour: 

Sweet  gem  of  beaut} — throned  amid  the  hills- 
The  breaking  of  thy  wavelets  on  the  sand, 
Are  sweeter  music  than  the  organ  trihs.     ' 
That  roll  through  temple  arches  old  and  gran 
Thou  art  a  mirror— on  thy  placid  face, 
The  Indian  maiden  loved  her  form  to  trace. 
When  bathing  in  thy  sparkling  waters  blue. 
Or  dancing  o'er  thy  waves  in  bark  canoe. 


ht; 


A  HISTORY  OF  I 

was  read  by  Prof.  J< 
N.  V. 


r.  CATHKRINK 
Howe,  of  Al 


I'HK  GROVK. 


A  ter  Prof.  Howe's  Address.  Hon  Henry 
Clark,  of  Rutland.  1st.  vice-president,  took 
the  chair  and  presided  through  the  re- 
lunch  in  the  pine  grove  overlooking  the  crys- 
tal waters  of  the  beautiful  lake.  All  admired 
the  scenery  and  enjoyed  the  occasion. 


And  still  the  maidens  come — more  bi 
Than  dusky  maidens  of  the  forest  were. 
Their  lovely  forms  in  crystal  waters  lave. 
Or  ply  the  oar  upon  thy  gentle  wave. 

Thou  art  the  same  forever— still  the  same. 
What  e'er  we  call  thee— whatsoe'er  thy  name;' 
And  of  thy  beauties  we  are  just  as  fond, 
As  when  in  youth  we  knew  thee  as  Wells  pond. 

"'Pis  we.  alas!  who  change,  the  human  race 
Come  and  depart,  and  scarcely  lea^-ea  trace 
In  history,  and  the  written  page 
Is  but  a  record  of  a  former  age. 

Tis  we  who  change— to-day  w:  found  the  place 
Where  fifty  years  ago  a  boyish  face 
Looked  into  ours,  we  looked  again  to-day, 
And  saw  a  face  whitened  and  old  and  gray, 

r  fickle  lake— no  longer  friend  of  mine 
Thou  art  well  named  when  called  Lake  Catherine 
For  every  Kate  is  fickle  and  a  shrew. 
And  Shakespeare's   Kate  was  not  a  match  for  yoti- 

Where  in  thy  bosom  is  the  hiding  place 

Of  every  lovely  form  and  youthful  face 

Thv.  waves  have  married  in  the  long  gone  past1 

Where  in  thy  bosom  dost  thou  hold  them  fast? 

Beauty  is  turned  to  ashes — youth  to  age — 
Thy  very  name  is  fickle  arid  no  page 
Of  history,  and  no  muse  of  mine 
Shall    sing   thy   praise,  fair,  false,  and  fickle  Lak. 
-St   Catherine 


KKI.ICS  AND  OLD  MANUSCRIPTS. 

Dr.  L.   D     Ross,   of   Poultney.  exl 

ibite 

d  a 

fine  case  of  .Indian  relics,  and  some  c 

>pie 

i  cf 

early  newspapers  printed  in  Castle  oi 

,  P. 

ult- 

ney,  and  .Manchester. 

Prof.  John  A.  Howe,  of  Albany,  N 

Y.. 

ex- 

hibited  two  eases  of  manuscript  doc 

nine 

nts 

some  of  which  were  of  the  Revolutio 

iary 

pe- 

•iod. 

Hon.   Menitt  Clark,  of  Poultney,  s 

low 

;d  a 

>f  considerable 


>n  ti 


portfolio  <>l'  old   documents 

note. 

An  old  Hint  sun-lock,  foui 
Held  of  Hubbardton,  bj  John  Shn  v.  of  Troy, 
N  Y.,  was  presented  to  the  Society  by  his 
nephew.  E.  W.  Shaw,  of  Rutland. 

Hon.  E.  L  Barbour,  of  Benson,  exhibited 
two  Engl  sh  bronze  coins  which  he  found  in 
an  old  building  which  was  taken  down  recent- 
ly. One  of  fhem  dated  back  to  the  eleventh 
century. 


Kill  VN 


Dr.    0. 


Woodlu 
tlie  original  letter 
next  day  after  tl 
was  taken,  contai 
ture.  J)r  Wood 
a  long  time  a  r<\-i 
gave  a  lengthy  ao 
letter,  and  how  i 
The  following  i 


.I.F.N  s    J.ETTKH. 

se.  of  Kndanil.  exhibited 
ritten  by  Ethan  Allen  the 
Fortress  of  Ticonderoga 
ig  an  account  of  the  cap- 
use  was  a  native,  and  for 
nt  of  Albany.  N'.  Y.  Fie 
tint  of  th«>  history  of  the 
•aine  into  his  possession 
i  copy  of  the  letter: 

Gkntlkmkn  :  I  Have  the  Inexpressible  Sat- 
isfaction to  Acquaint  You  that  at  Day  break 
of  the  Eleventh  Instant,  (  Pursuant  to  'my  Di- 
rections from  Sundry  Leading  Gentlemen  in 
the  Colonies  of  Massachusets  Hay  and  Con- 
necticut-; I  Took  the  Fortress  of  Ticondaroga  i 
with  about  one  Hundred  and  thirty  Green 
Mountain  Boys  Col.  Easton  with  about  Forty  ' 
Seven  Veteran  Soldiars  Distingnisod  them- 
selves in  the  Action  Col.  Arnol  Entered  the 
fortress  with  me  Side  by  Side  the  Guard  were  ! 
So  Supprised  that  Contrary  our  Expectation 
Did  Not  fire  on  us  but  Med  with  Precppitancy 
we  Immmediatelv  Entered  the  fortress  and  | 
Took  the  Garriss'ou  Prisoners  without  Blood-  i 
shead  or  any  Opposition  they  Consisted  of  one 
Oaptun  and  a  Lieutinant  and  forty  Two  men 
Little  more  Need  be  Said  You  Know  Gover- 
nor Carlton  of  Canada  will  Exert  himself  to 
retake  it  and  as  Your  County  is  Nearer  than 
any  Other  Part  of  the  Colonies  and  as  Your 
Inhabitants  have  thorowlv    Manifested  their! 


Zeal  in  the  Cause  of  their  Country  I  E\| 
Immediate  Assistance  from  You  Both  in  i 
and  Provision  You  Cannot  Exert  Your  Sol 
too  much  in  So  Glorious  a  Cause  the  N'uin 
of  men  Need  be  More  at  the  tirsl .Till  the  ( 
er  Colonies  Can  have  Time  to  Muster  I 
apprehensive  of  a  suden  and  Quick  Atl 
Pray  be  Quick  to  our  relief  and  send  us 
Hundred  men  Immediately  Pall  Not  Fi 
Your  Friend  and  Humble  Servant  Ethan  A! 
Commander  of  Ticondaroga 
This  letter  was  superscribed  : 

the  Honorable  To 

Committee  of  Corrisponanee  tor  tin 
City  and  County  ofAlbanv 
The  letter  was  tiled  across    one  end   as 
lows: 

ETHAN   ALLEN 

Heed    12th    May  17  7:. 

ItKMAKKS. 

Rev.  Dr.  Isaac  N.  Sprague. of  Detroit. Mi 
igan,  who  was  a  native  of  Poultnev.  and 
his  8(Jth'^-ear,  made  some  interesting  r  ma 
on  the  history  of  the  town  of  Wells  and 
Lake  St  Catherine.  Also  gave  some  re 
uiscences  and  sketches  of  the  inhabitants. 

Hiland  Paul.  Author  of  the  Histunj 
Wells,  made  some  interesting    observatio 

POKM. 

Rev.  Thomas  L  Drury,  of  Rutland,  reai 
neatly  prepared  poem,  which  called  forth 
applause  of  the  assembly. 

EXCUKSIOX. 

At  three  o'clock  the  exercises  were  clos 
and  a  portion  of  the  members  availed  iht 
selves  of  an  excursion  on  the  steamer thror 
the  lake.  The  weather  was  very  fine  and 
gathering  at  the  lake  was  one  long  to  be 
membered. 
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This  number*  com 
nine  of  the  Proceedhii 
ty  Historical  Society 


es  the  second  Vol-  elusive  Dr.  John  M  furrie 
>f  the  Rutland  Conn-  the  societv  from  its  organi/.ath 
mi  1882  to  188(5  in- 1  Rutland  County  in  March.  IS8i 
responsibility  of  its  publicatio 


Vol! 


■>:ed 


time   till 


were  held  and  important  papers  read, hut  only 
a  short  account  of  them  will  here  be  append- 
ed. 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  at  the  Bard  well 
House, in  Rutland, on  August  24,  1887,  Barnes 
Frishie  was  elected  president,  and  Henry 
Clark,  secretary.  The  following  resolutions 
were  adopted  : 

Resolved:  That  in  the  removal  of  John 
M.  Currier,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Rutland  County  Historical  Society,  to  anoth- 
er field  of  labor,  this  society  loses  from  its 
ranks  an  iudustrious# student  of  local  history, 
an  energetic  and  efficient  officer,  who  devoted 
much  time  and  labor  to  its  establishment  and 
promotion. 

Rksolvkd:  That  the  society  extend  to 
him  our  grateful    acknowledgments  for  his 


valuable  services  and  hope  that  his  future  life 
may  be  one  of  usefulness  to  his  fellows  and 
and  his  labors  crowned  with  abundant  suc- 
cess. 

The-  president  read  an  able  paper  on  the 
strange  question  then  recently  raised  :  Was 
Ethan  Allen  a  traitor?" 

In  1888  the  annual  meeting  of  the  society 
was  held  in  Poultney,  August  15th.  Rarnes 
Frisbie  as  president,  and  Henry  Chirk  as  Sec- 
retary were  re-elected. 

In  1800.  the  annual  meeting  was  held  at 
Oakdale,  Lake  St.  Catherine,  August  22.  The 
annual  address  was  delivered  by  the  presi- 
dent. Hon.  A.  N.  Adams  read  an  able  paper 
on  "The  causes  that  led  to  the  evacuation  of 
Ticonderosra  and  the  battle  of  Hubbardton." 
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